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PREFACE-

Tee following pages contain a description and hw!'.ory
of every object of archsmological or monumental interedt in, or
about, Shihjahénab4d or Modern Delhi: beginning with the |
site of the semi-mythical Indra-prastha, the capital of Yudish- -
thira, which dates back to the year 1450 B. C., and concl :
with the me of the Emperor Akbar I1. who died in the yw
1837 A.

The order of description ‘is, essentially, one of echronologs¥,
but where an important building has been locally Ko
with others of a later penod —not being speclmens" d
any school or style of architecture—I have grouped them: m
ther for the advantage of travellers who may visit these .
For example, the deseription of the tomb of Nizim- lq W
immediately followed by those of the tombs of JahfnArf
Begam, the Emperor Mubammad Shak and Mirzd Jahisgfr
son of Akbar 11.

The labour of collecting materials for such a
this, will be duly appreclated by those who know the se 3
state of the authorities where they are to be sought,:- 5% "
impossible, however, to write the archaology of a.ny' oo
India, without bemg under deep obligation to the-i
able researches of General Cunmntrham and h&
undertakes to write the archeeology of “Dolhi must congd
seek for light in the pages of Syed Ahmed Khan’s intd
work on that subject. To both these gentlemen, I ar
*’ great obligation. .To Réi Jiwan Lal, Honorary Map!
" Delhi, 1 have to dffer my warmest acknowledgment& '
kmd]y placed at my disposal his rare collection of béok
gketches, and but for his continued and valuable asi
thls work would never have been wntten. \‘ PR
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PREFACE.

¢ ave To the ever increasing number of travellers who annually
' ;M'Dﬂhx, the following diary of itinerancy will prove useful :—

“ist day Visit the Jam’a Masgjid of Modern Delhi, {p. 250 post), the
K4li Masjid, (p. 149 post), Lal Qil'ah, (p. 216 post), and
the imperial buildings in it (pp. 220-237 post), the
Zinath-ul-M azajid, (p. 261 post), the Sonehri Masjid of
Rosban-uddaulah in Chandni Chauk (p. 266 post), and

. the "tomb of Ghézi-nddin Khin (p. 263 post).

> - Ond day. Visit Asoka’s pillar, (p. 129 post), the ruins of Firoz4bad,

st 0+, ([2123 post), Purdna Qil'ab, (p. 24 post), its mosque, 7.

190 post), and tower (p. 193 jpost), the tomb of

Nizim-uddin and the adjoining tombs, (p. 102 post). the

- Mansoleum of Humayin, (p. 202 post), and the tomb of

et Kban Khéndn, (p. 214 post). If possible the traveller
should visit Tughlaqdbad, (p. 89 post).

Srd day Visit the Jantar Maniar, or the Observatory, (p. 269 post),
. . the Mausoleum of Safdar Jang, {p. 278 post), and from
here ride out to Hauz Khas, (p. 83 post), and thence to
the Qutb Mindr, (p. 58 post), the tomb of Quib Sihib,
(p- 174 post), of Balban, (p. 79 post), and the mosque and
tomb of Jam4li, {p. 171 post).

Visit the tomb of Sultan Ghéri, (p. 70 post) in the morn-
ing, and in the afternoon, the mosques of Khirki, (p.
154-post), Begampfr, (p. 156 post), and the tombs of
the Sayyad Kings, (pp. 159-161 and 196).
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INTRODUCTION.

Ix the forty-five square miles of comparative waste which
is now enclosed by the villages of Tughlaqdbid, Mahrauli, Chand-
rion and the left bank of the river Jumna, thirteen capital citieg
have appeared and disappeared, the sites of which, with but one

exception, are either marked by ruins or indicatdd by tradi

tion. About fifteen centuries before the Christian era, Yudish-
thira founded the great Pandava Empire and built his capital
on the left bank of the Jumna and called it Indraprastha (p. 1
post). For thirty generations imperial authority continued in

his family and the dynasty, which followed that of the traitor

Visarwa, held sway in the capital of the Pindavas for 500 years,
and was succeeded by the Gotama-vansas. One of the Gotamas,
Sardp Data by name, supposed to be a lieutenaunt of the

ruler of Kanauj, founded a city which be called Dilli (p. 10 .
post) after his superior lord, Rija Delu. The Gotamas-

Sl
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were succeeded by the dynasty founded by Dharmdhdj, or "

Dharnidhar. The last king of line was defeated by the Koh{ Réja,
who in his turn was overcome by the ruler of Ujain, whose -au- -

thority passed inte the hands of the Jogi dynasty .of

Samandar Pil.  The Jogis were succeeded by the -

Baraitch Réjas (Oudh), and the Baraitchis were followed

by the Fakir dynasty, The Fakirs gave way to

Belawal Sen, and the power of the Sens was crushed
by Deb Singh Kohi, of Siwalik, who was expelled from Dillf
by Anang Pal L, the founder of the Ton-war fam:ly. Anang
Pal I. rebuilt Dilli in 731 A. D, and Apang Pi
11., oue of his successors, re-populated that city in 1052

A, D. Foraperiod of nearly 792 years Dilli ceased to - .
be the capital of Northern India, and this period is supposed -

to extend from the conquest of that place by the ruler of Ujain
to its re-peopling by Anang Pil 1L

The Chohans defeated the last of the Ton-war Rijas in -

1151 A. D., and when the last_of the Chohéns, Prithirsj,
otherwise known . as Rdi Pithora, became ‘the

ne  the parg- .
mount power in Northern India, he built a fortwhich is knowd. .- -

after bim as Qilah Rai Pithora, (p. 30 post). ~In  the: yle
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A ailer Qutb-u Aibek, and the Hinde . Empire in North-
o B> was for ever extinguished. The first eight
~5{. -novereigns who succeeded Qutb-uddin Aibek reigned in Qilah
. -Ré4i Pithora, which they adorned with a mosque and
“w... palatial buildings, of which we still possess more orless credible
.5 accounts (pp. 37-39 post). But Kai Qubad, the tenth king and
¥ prandson of the illustrious Balban, built a palace at Kilokheri,
¥ -also” Xnown as Naia Shahr (p- 82 post), to which place he
7% ‘rétooved his court, and which hissuccessor Jalal-uddin Khilji,
. .5- " for political reasons, fortificd and improved (p. 82 post). ’Al4-
= ‘n@din Khilji, the nephew of Jaldl-uddin, who succeeded his
.~ utide on the throne of Delhi after a short residence
“" i Cnlgh Rai Pithora, built a fort at 8iri which became the
e m‘ of the Delhi Empire. In the year 1321 A. D. Qutb-
7 viddin Mubarik Shah, the younger son of ’Ala-uddin Khiljs,
3 +was assassinated by the iufamous Kbhusran Khén, who assumed
o+ . the ipgignia of royalty in the palace of Hazdr Sathdn, in Siri,
#+ ‘Khusrau however, was defeated and- killed by Ghids-uddin
NERE hlaq Shih, who removed the seat of his government from
7 %8 to Tuglagabad (p. 89 post). His son and successor built
- #dilabad (p. 98 post) within a short distance of the capital of
: fiafather, and a fow years later he enclosed Qila’h R4i Pithora
3. 8irl and gave the new city the name of Jahanpanah (p.
9past). His cousin and successor, Firoz Shah Tughlaq,
.. ptawndoned the old capitals of his ancestors and built the city
" of ¥irozabad (p. 123 post). The invasion of India by Timur
.. woe'a death-blow to the prosperity of Firozibid, and the in-
£ Byni Sayyads, who succeeded to the authority of the warlike
: XPathans, were not wanting, in their humble way, in the ambi-
"« - tighwhich leads Eastern Kings to commemorate their names
ﬁ;’dqnding new cities, The first Sayyad King built Khizra-
Wl {p: 139 post), and his son and  successor
ve his name to Mubarikabad (p. 159 post). The
. - Lodis, who succeeded the Sayyads, have left no memo-
i tigdd; of their rule in Delhi, Bahlol, the founder of
- ..« the Lodidynasty, lived in Siri, and his son, the famous Sikan-
{a30"% dars after..» short reign in the old capital, Temoved
e ?,ﬁn When . Babar overcame the Lods at Panipat,
" he Delhi in..charge of a licutenant and' retained
i ‘the. adat. of his iovamment- at- Agra. His son, - Huméyim
Linome. défeated by
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INTRODUCTION. v ’

fwas expelled from India and lived in exile for 14 years. Before
his expulsion from India by the Pathaus, Hum.iyin eommenced;
the building of the city of Din Panah (p. 184 post). When
Sher Shdh took possession of Delhi, he followed the example

: of his predecessors, and founded a new city which he called

t Shergarh or Delhi Sher 8hahi (p. 187 post). In the year

y 1546 A, D. his son, Salim Shah Suar, butlt the fort of Salim-
garh on an island in the Jumna,

In 1555 A. D). Humyidn defeated-the Pathans and. re-
covered the Empive of Delhi.  About six wmonths affer kis
victory over the Pathans Humiytn. died at Din Panah and,
was succeeded by his son Akbar I, who lived and died at
Agra. His son, Jahdngir, continued to reside in Agva, and
after his death Shdh Jahin removed to Delhi and
built Shahjahanabuad (p. 241 post), which continued to be
the capital of the Empire till its conquest by tie .
British on the 11th September 1803,

There is hardly another forty-fivesquare miles of ground on”
earth of more interest to the students of history than that
which has supplied the materials of this work. Tt includes
the site of an Empire which rose and fell before the dawn of
history ; and here also stand the pillars of Asoka, with inserip-
tions over two thousand years old ; here may also be seen the -
renowned Iron Pillar, the precise age of which may not ba

_ known, but the antiquity of which is undoubted ; here ‘was
made the permanent conquest of Hindustan by the Muham-
madans, and from Delhi, whether as Qil'sh Rdi Pithora, Naid
Shahr, Siri, Tughlagibad, Firozdbad, Sher-gg.rh or Shﬁh-
iahgnabdd, the Muhammadan Emperors of Hu}dustan lssaec_l
their commands, and with the name of that city the name
of their Empire was for ever identified. :

A few words are necessary to explain the most approved
grouping of the Archwmological remains of India so far as-
they relate to Delbi. :

ispose of the ¢ Findu Period” with the remark,
that iort‘figrglzgzcimen of ancient Hindu architecture m now
extant in or about Delbi. And as regard, the different
styles of Mubammadan architecture they may be .classed in
the following order :— _

e ST j_e- R ¥ Il
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1. The Ghori Pathan, from A.D. 1191 to 1239, witk
. ‘O¢rlapping courses, ogee pointed arches and high front

*"-dlls to riasjide ; specimens : Masjid Quvvat-ul-islém, Al-
9 “tamsh’s Tomb.

w2 IL  The Khilji Pathan, from A. D. 1289 to 1321, with

. haowse-shoe arches and elaborate decorations ; specimen : the

2 All Darwdzah, 3

; ﬁlclmeas, lastered domes on low necks ; specimens : Tomb of”
, fhgﬂaq Sphéh, and the Masjids of Khdn Jahdn, !

. IV. The Afghan, from A. D. 1450 to 1555, with thin
expendicular walls, domes on tall octagonal necks, “ Colour,”
ves Cunningham, “ was extensively employed for bothinside
d outside decorations, glazed tiles were also used afterwards
ovieg the reign of the Sir family. The stucco ornamentation
kag.civen up and a much richer and more lasting effect was
snéd by the use of different coloured stones.” Specimen ;
Riki’h Kohnah Masjid.

=y
%7, V. The early Moghal, from A. D. 1556 to 1628, with
“~Pernian domes ou tall cylindrical necks. * A peculiar charac-
teristic of this period,” writes Cunningham, * was the more
7 ﬂera.l use of glazed tiles.” Specimens Humdydn’s Tomb,
4he Nilf Birj.
V1. Thelate Moghal, from 1628 to 1750, with decorations
eousigting of mosaic pattern in stones and glazed ti;s’;

PR AE . ..
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S, = JTL The Tughlaq Pathan, from A. D. 1331 to 1450, stucco*:!
*Prlipn pointed arches with sloping walls of great
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Indraprastha or Indrapat.—The earliest archzeology
of Delli carries us back to the heroic but semi-mythical
age of Kiny Yudishthira which, by the consent of the learned,
is supposed to belong to the fifteenth century before the
Christian era. No memorial of Delhi, or of the cities which
successively bore that name, can be complete without some
aceount nf that ancient city with which its history is so
intimatcly connected—-of Indraprastha, the city of Yudish-
thira, sometime his capital, then the second city of the

early Pindu dynasty, and subsequently the capital of North. -

ern India.

The history of Indraprastha, or whatever reliable there
is in it, will be found in the Indrapat Mahdtam and in
the great epic of Mahd Bhdrata, which has umnorta]lsed the
wars of the Pindavas and the Kauravqs the ¢ cousins,” who
at one time Leld paramount authority in Hiudustan, and then
divided the chivalry of their country in the internecine struggle
which they carried on for supremacy in Bhirat-varsha.

Once upon 3 time there lived a Raja Dushyvanta, who
married Sokuntald, the daughter of a sage ; the issue of this
marriage was Bhdrat, who conquered the regions of Hindus-
tan, which were long afterwards called Bhirat-va arsha, or tho
country of Bhiirat. Hastin, the founder ofHastm.J.pur was the

gon of Bhdrat, and Hastin was the fathér of Kury, and Kuora

was the father of Sdntand, who ¢ was the great grandfather - of
the men who fought in the war of Bhdrate.” Séntand bad &
son by the goddess Gangd, and his name was Sintanava. He
also had two sons by Sat\ra,vatl. On the death of Sintand, he
was suceeeded by the children of his second marriage, because
S4ntanava had taken a dreadful vow (hence called Bhishma,
¢ the dreadful”) that he would not deprive them of their right
to inherit the R4j. The elder of Bhishma’s half- brothers

succeeded his father, and when this Rdja full in a war againsta -

hill tribe of the Hlmalayas he was succeeded by his younger

brother whose name was Vichitra-virya. Vichitra-virya mar:, ii’ ;

"\ ried the da.ughter of the King of Kas1, but died childless. -
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o _9"1. . WL OR INDBAPAT,
. “ﬂ:& bhowas d;aad,"Vyﬁsa, a kinsman of the queen mother,
i ?u}m for the royal bouse of Hastinipur. Vydsa had

{ifen sbms : by the first widow of Vichitra-virva he had a son
. -9ho.wae blind, and was called Dhritardshtra, and by the

i~ secod widow he had 2 son who was pale, and was called
“. Phndu, and he bad ason by a maid servant, who was called

* ‘¥idure, Dhritarishtra was set aside because he was blid,

‘Vidura because he was slave born, and Pindu succeeded to
the Réj.

"« Pandu bad two wives and their names were Kunti* and
 Madrf ; Kunti had three sons, #z, Yudishthira, Bhima
- and Arjuna ; and Madri had two sons, vz, Nakula and
v - Sahadeva.

" When Péndu died, Dhritarashtra became the ruler over
"' Bhérat-varsha ; he married the princess Géandhdra, and had a
family of sons who were called Kauravas after their ancestor

. Kure; and the sons of Pindu were called Pandavas after
then' father,

., , The eldest son of Dhritarishtra was called Durjodhana,
~ and chief among his brethren was Dubsisana, and the Kau-
- mavasand the Pindavas lived at Hastindpur. It came to pass
;" that owing to family feuds, Dhritardishtra advised the Panda-
. wastogo to Vdranavita“ for some time,” and he said, * after
+ that, I will recall you ;” and in course of time they were recall-
.- 'ed to Hastindpur. But “ after many days” Dhritarishira
- desired the Pindavasto go to Khindava-prastha, and take
" possession of their share of the R4j, and Yudishthira went to
:;" the country on the ballks of the Jumna, “and collected such
7, smumber of inbabitants that the city resembled the city of
;" -Indra, and the city was named Indraprastha.”

¥ . Butthe origin of this name has been differently accounted

< or: according to some, the city was dedicated to Indra and
~ called after him, while according to others, it indicates the
- City'where Indra gavea prastha (forty-eight double hand-
“.. fuls). to the poor; on the other hand, philologists, who
. prefer to follow Professor Wilson, maintain, that Indra-

‘Prastha signifies the-plain of Indra, the word prastha, means

7. %Bhe is supposed to have been the daughter of Sura, the grandfather of
g 2T iy .. -
rt?hhmmmﬂwnweramqurmthgmppmﬁﬁh& Indnm/
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INDRAPRASTHA OR INDRAPAT, 8.

anything “ spread out and extended.” and hence an opén
space. This interpretation is popular with the common
people who, to this day, continue to call the walled city of -
Indrapat, Indra-ka-Kherd or the plain of Indra. ,

Indraprastha is supposed to have been founded about
the year 1450 B. C,, a date which receives the sanction of
General Cunningham’s authority, who, on grounds which I
need not reproduce here, considers it “ more worthy of. credit
than any other Hindu dates of so remote a period.”

Authorities are again divided as to the probable date
when Indraprastha succeeded Hastindpur as the capital of
Northern India. Hastindpur,* having been submerged by the
Ganges in the reign of Dastwdn, the seventh king from Yudish-
thira, Dastwdn went in search of a capital in the South country,
and established himself there for a time ; he, however,
returned afterwards to lndraprastha, and made it the capital
of the Pandu empire. According to the Vishnu Purdna,
Nichakra, the sixth king from Y adishthira, removed the capital
to Kausambi, “in consequence of Hastingpur being washed
away by the Ganges,” but tradition inclines to the opinion
that the transfer of the seat of the Péndu empire from Hasti-
napur to Indraprastha oceurred some time in the thirteenth
century before the Christian era, in the reign of Réja Dast-
wan, also known as Rdja N4mi,

For thirty generations, in direct descent from Yudishthira

to Kashimaka, (z. e., from the 15th to the 7th century, B. G},
Indraprastha continued the capital of the Pdndava Rdj, and

# it is not unlikely that when Visarwa, the military minister
lof thelast Péadu Réja, with whom he was * connected by
biood,” usurped royal authority, that Indraprastha lost the
ascendancy which she had acquired in the affairs of Northern
India. But she still continued the capital of three successive
dynasties ; of the Visarwas, who numbered fourteen persons ;
of the Gautamas, who were fifteen, and Mayuras, who were
nine, the Jast of whom, R4j Pdil or Rangpdl, invaded
Kumaon and was slain by Sukwanta, the Rdja of that
place, and Indraprastha was annexed to the Raj. Twelve
years later, Sukwanta himself was overcome by Vikramaditya,

* According $o Wilford, betwesn the 6thand the 8th generations after the

[t ~




INDRAPRASTHA OR INDRAPAT.

& 4bo Raja of Ujain, who ozirt.hrew “ the Pandu sovereignty
%md the era ot Yudhisthira.
"' Long before its conquest by thé Kumaon Rdja, Indra-
“%. - prastha had probably ceased to exist as a ecity of any import-
- - gnce. During the reigns of the powerful Guptas, Palibothra
‘was the capital city of the paramount state in Northern India.
3reek writers, more or less conversant with Northern India,
:.. ‘mgere ignorant of the existence of Indraprastha. Arrian notices
&7 Mathura by precisely the same name it bears now, but
= he knew nothing of Indraprastha, nor does Fabian mention
2+~ ‘trer name, although he traversed the country from Kibul to
" Mathura in 400 A, D.t

--. . Colonel Tod’s references to “Indraprastha or Delhi,” which
“_so constantly occur in his notice of the Pandavas, would lead
:” .ane to suppose that the writer entertained no doubt of the
- identity of the two cities; he even goes the length of calling
Santanu “ sovereign of Delhi,” regardless of the fact that the
mname of Delhi does not occur for centuries after Santanu

had ceased to reign.

‘Whatever might be the weight of the doubts attaching
to the origin of the name or the date of the foundation of
Indraprastha, the probable site of this ancient city is less
-~ open to question. But the certainty on the subject is due,

_ _mot to the presence of any ruins or architectural remains,~*
" or ta the authority of any record—but to tradition, and to
tradition alone.}

. Mr. Wheeler believes that the site of Indraprastha ia
more distinctly indicated than that of Hastinapur ; on the road
- - to the Qutb, he says, there are “a number of desolate heaps, the
debris of thousands of years, the remains of successive capitals
which date back to the very dawn of history ; and local
tradition points to these sepulchres of departed ages as the
sole remains of the Rdj of the sons of Pdndu,. and their once’
famous city of Indraprastha.” I have not been able to find |

_ :i Colonel Tod evidently refers here to the founder of the Samvat,
+ Eitiot's letter to the Secretary, Archaological Society, Delbi, Part 2.

. " -——1Tniapaper read before the Litevary Society of Delhi, Pandit Basheshar
L. Nith his opinion that Indra; mthaamgedfm e vi f '
SR bis opioion that Induaprastba extended from the village of Okla v
- . - s
!
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INDRAPRASTHA OR INDRAFAT, 5

any authority for this statement, either in tradition or history.
Equally without authority does Colonel Tod write of the
“ monuments of Indraprastha,” of “the memorials of (her)
former grandeur,” or, when residing in the mausolenm
of Safdar Jang, describes it as standing * amidst the ruins
of Indraprastha, several miles from iphabited Delhi”
Of Palibothra, though 1ts site is hopelessly lost in
the mist of Grecian pames and Grecian geography,
we seem to know more in other respects .than of the
city of Yudishthira. We are told that it was 80 fur-
longs long and 15 broad, that it was surrounded by a ditch
which took up six acres of ground and was 32 cubits deep,
that the walls of the city were adorned with 570 towers and
64 gaces, and that the “ ditch was for the defence of the city,
and the reception of all the filth issuing from thence.”

No ruins or “ the debris of thousands of years” mark
the ground where Indraprastha once flourished ; even on
its supposed site, cities have since appeared and disap-
peare | ; and although tradition points te the walled village of
Indrs sat as the inheritor of the name and a portion of the site
of In raprastha, the extent of this ancient city cannot now
be as ertained. Tt is generally believed to have occupied the
exter. ive piece of ground which covers the site of Indrapat,
and ¢ retches northward to the Delhi gate of modern Dellii.
Gene il Cunningham would fix its southern boundary at or
about Humdyun's tomb, and its northern at the Kotlah of
Firoz hih ; these limits have the disadvantage of not including
the sacred ghdt ot Nigambodh, so intimately connected with the
city o' Yudishthira. I am disposed to place the.northern boun-
dary of Indraprastha between the northern and southern boun-
daries of modern Delhi ; and .to fix it, on the authority of
tradition, at the north-eastern end of the street called Dariba,
—almost in the very heart of the modern city. The subject,
however, is completely involved in fables and doubtful
tradition, and it is impossible to write on it with greater
confidence ; with so little of reliable materials before wus, it
would be idle to answer the questions, as some writers have
endeavoured to do, as to whether Indraprastha was equal in
size to Lal Kot or-smaller than the Fort of Prithirdj ?

Mr. Wheeler’s description of Rastinipur might, without
any objection, be applied to Indraprastha : that, it was a city of
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‘Wiits aiid brick built houses, with a palace of similar construc-
-#on “ with some pretension to strength, all 'occupied. by a
< nondescript population” of herdsmen, mechanics, cultivators,
i "petty shopkeepers and retainers,
%ﬁ"ﬂ '+t Of the festivities which took place in Indraprastha, we have
- gounding and elaborate accounts ia the Maha Bharata, but we
ve no description of the city itselfl. We read of splendid
ouble-storied pavilions provided for the Rdjas who attended
the ceremony of Rajasiya (the inauguration of an independ-
. eat Rija), exaggerated descriptions of the walls and the orna-
" reents of the pavilions; we are told that, on this occasion,
;- “ the whole city of Indraprastha resounded with the chanting
. of Vedic hymns”—we hear of the “ wonders” that were seen in
.. . thecity on that occasion, but we learn nothing of the city
% iteelf

- During the short but prosperous reign of Yudishthira,
. Indraprastha might have eclipsed “ the glories of Hastinapur,”
" meéverthéless it was the second city of the empire. After the

war of M4h4 Bh4rata, Yudishthira made his triumphal entry into
©Hastindpur as the capital of Bhdrat-varsha ;it was there that
he performed the horse sacrifice, Aswamedha, and it was there
also that he divided his empire, giving Hastindpur to
- Parikshit, the son of Arjuna, and Indraprastha to Jujutsu, the
.. only surviving son of Dhritarashtra,

R L
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Nigambodh.—Tradition assigns to two spots, on the
- banks of the Jumna, the honor of being the only
«,.. vontemporary memorials of , Indraprastha : vz the ghat
_.. ot Nigambodh and the Hindu temple known as Nilichatri
The size of the ghit, as it existed at the time of Yudishthira,
we have no means of knowing ; but we may safely accept
the tradition which places it In the vicinity of Fort Salfm-
garh, and in front of the gate of the modern city of Delhi,
which bears its name. It was here that Yudishthira, after
performing the horse sacrifice, is said to have celebrated
the hom,* and five thousand years ago, according to mytho-
logy, that Brahma, having suddenly lost the memory of

S ;,_s of ghee presented to the i ificE i
s mmﬁiﬁmh £0ds I saceificial ladles, with saamples of
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the sacred books, recovered it by plunging into the waters of
the Jumna ; hence, the origin of the name which consists of
two words, Nigam, signifying the Ved, and Bodak, knowledge.

The buildings which now stand on the grounds of this ghat
do not go farther back into antiquity than a period of
about a hundred and thirty-seven years. It was in the year
1737 that the Hindus were permitted to erect rooms here,
buildings which still exist and extend in front of the Nigam-
bodh (%Sate, to the north, in the direction of the Kela
Ghét Gate to about twenty yards, and to the south
down to the bend of the Jumna, in front of what was once
known as the Calcutta Gate of Delhi. The now ghéats con-
sist of low, open-pillared stone built rooms, soraetimes with
walls only on two sides, and with stone steps leading to the
water ; the rooms are irregularly built, both as regards their
dimensions and the distance to which they extend into the
river, or at which they stand from the walls of the modern

city.

The Marghat, or the place of cremation, is to the south of
the Nigambodh Gate ; a wall still marks the snot where the
Hindus used to burn their dead before the M atiny of 1857.
It is now closed for purposes of cremation,

There is a gathering of Hindus at the Nigamboedh every
morning ; fairs are held here on Sundays, on the first
and the fifteenth of every Hindu month, every day while the
sun continues in the sign of Virgo, and duriny the whole of
the month of Katak - at full moon, and the o-lipses; at the
festivals of Dewali, the two Daseras, the Rath Jathra, Janam
Ashtami and Narsing Chaudas.

Nilichatri,—The temple known as Nilichatri stands on
the Jumna and is about five minutes walk to the south
of the Nigambodh, and within thirty paces of the North
Gate, and the Bahddur Shahi gate (both now closed) of -
fort Salimgarh. Near this spot Yudhisthira, after celebrat-
ing the hom, had erected a temple o which the memory alone
lives. The present temple is generally believed to have been
built in the year 939 Hijr, (1532 A. D.) by Humdydn,

! Emperor of Delhi, who usedit as a pleasure house. e is

also said to have ornamented its roof with the enamelled stones
of & more ancient building. I am disposed, however, to agree

i



- ' _ RILICHATRL

with Pandit Basheshar N4th, who is supported by no less an
. sirthoity than General Cunningham, that the temple, as it
now stands, was built by the Mahrattas during their short
" gecupation.of Dethi. I 1028 Hijr, (1618 A. D) Jahdngir
- - arrived at Delhi on his way to Kashmir, and puigup an
" fascription on stoue in some conspicuous part of the temple,

48 it then stood, and two years later, on his return from Kash-
. inir, he left a similar memo-ial of his visit; the stones are
no longer in existence. Eng.ish translations of the inscriptions
are given below :—

(I) O, The Revealer!

When the Kingot the seven Climes, Nir-uddin Jahdngir Badshédh
Ghézd, purposed to travel in the saradise-like Kashwmir, from his capital,
Agra, this verse came to his insp.red tongue :

God is Great!

The Impromptu of Jahdngir Shah Akbar,
What a graceful place [t » giver] of delight,
The seat of the Dweller i1 Paradise*®

The 14th year of the reign of Jahdngir, corresponding with 1023
[Eijri.]
(IT) O, The Protector!
‘When the Emperor, the Protector of the world, returned from

Kashmir—the grateful to the 1 art—and honored with his pres
2 2 ence
tins place of grace, he ordered tl.at this verse should also be engIr)aved :

' God is Great !
Humdéytn Shah son of Shdk Bébar,
His pure dlood is [drawn] from the Sdhib Qirdn. {Amfr Timdr ]

The sixteenth year of the propitious reign of f ..
. ponding with 1030 [eri.]p P ign of Jahdngir, corres 1

That the present temple stands on the site of some
more ancient building, may or may not be true; if it
‘was at one time the pleasure house of Humdydn, we know
nothing of the date or the means of its subsequent posses-
-zmnﬂ];y ﬁzhgmdus, unless, indeed, it was made over t¢ them

e ratta conquercrs of Delhi, as it 1s genera -
pgsed to have been. 1 5 erally sap

1

L. % Thetith of Hamébytn after his death,
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From the road which runs between Salimgarh and Nili-
chatri, the spectator can only see the pyramidal roof of the
latter, the back of the temple heing completely lost in the
bed of the new road, and the roof has the appearance of a small
enamelled pyramid placed on the northern side of the road.
The base of this pyramid is about 14 feet square, resting on an
ornamental band about two feet wide, and covered with ena-
melled stones representing flowers, grotesque forms, half-human
figures, with the wings and tail of a peacock; the stones,
however, are so arranged as to join the tail of a bird to a flower,
or the upper part of & human figure to some other objeet with
which it could not possibly have been associated by the
original builder. The band on which the pyramid stands
is not seen all round it, as with the back of the temple
a fourth of the band is lost in the road, The side of
the pyramid which faces the road is covered with small blue
enamelled stones ; on its opposite, or the river side face, there
are bright coloured enamelled stones representing ornamental
designs of flowers and leaves. The greater portion of the
eastern face of the pyramid is covered with blue enamelled
stones relieved, here and there, with stones of a brighter colour;
and the western face is covered with stones representing
flowers and ornamental designs, but chiefly flowers.

Seven steps from the road take the visitor down to the
floor of the temple. The temple itself, which consists of a
single room, is 14} feet square and, to the apex of its
pyramidal roof, about 50 feet high ; it is built of the common
stone of the country, with plain granite pillars marking
off the two doors in the north wall, the only enfrances into the
shrine; the doors are about 5 feet 7 inches high, and 2
feet 9 inches wide. On the right of the temple, thereis a side

" room for the use of the priest. In the centre of the temple,

there is a ling covered with cloth ; there are also several small
marble idols ; a couple of bells hang from the centre of the
roof, and are rung during prayers. A niche on the back wall
of the room is lighted up in the evening with small earthen

lampa. ¥ -
P, -~

% 4 [ing” in its primitive acceptation means a sign, a mark; the try
of the wﬂ:i?;g of {:-ldia still nse rounded blocks of stone as the mar: of the

Divinity.—J. D, Cunningbam, Journal Asiatic Society Bengad, 1847,
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Dilli.*—We are still treading on speculative grounds,
and the solution of the di[ﬁcultg suggested to the Delhi
Archaological Society by Sir Henry Elliot, as to « when
Delhi succeeded to Indraprastha,” is still involved in
doubts, which all the learned - labor that has since been
devoted to the question, has not helped us in clearing
up. No contemporary record of this succession exists ; but
we may accept it as historically true, that in the first
century after the Chnstian era, Vikramaditya of Ujain
invaded the ,territory that once went by vhe name of
Indraprastha,—then occupied by its Kumaon conqueror,
Sukwanta—and annexed it to his own kingdom,+ Whether
the name JDxili was then substituted for that of
Indraprastha, or by a course of events unknown to history
it seperseded that of the capital of Yudishthira, it is impossible
to-decide. Accepting it as a fact, that there is no mention
of Dilli till its occupation by Vikramaditya, that isabout 78
A. D., then it is not possible that its name was known to any
of the Grecian historians who have given an account of India.
Neither is it mentioned in the later records of the historians
of the Muhammadan invasions, which bring us down to the
eleventh century of the Christian era. It was not the capital
of Vikramdditya who came from Ujain ; it was not the capital
of the powerful Guptas (78 to 319 A. D} ; nor of the great
kings of Kanauj (550 to 650 A. D.); it was not known to the
Chinese pilgrims Fa Hian and Hwen Thsang who visited
the country and its neighbourhood (600 to 640 A. D.) ; nor
wag it famous enough to attract the cupidity of Mahmud
of Ghazni, or the notice of the historians of his Indian
conquests. Al Birtini, who has the credit of “ presenting a
. picture of the Mussalman knowledge of India at the end of the
_tenth century,” who “ lived many years in India and learnt
“Sanskrit in the time of Mahmud’s invasion,” never men-
tons Dilli.y He had heard of Kanauj, Mahira (Mathira) and
‘Thanesar, and in giving the distances of several important

* Enown as Dilli to Hindu writers, and as Dehli to the Muhammadan.

. The authorized spelling, under Punjab Government Notification 1942, 1st Decem-

. “ber }87d, is Delhi.
© -t Aeeording to Mr. Talboys Wheeler, it ceased to be a royal abode for eicht
centaries on its wn?eat by Vikraméditya from the Kumaon Ri'a,u%mk
;hm it waa re-ee}abru;fhed tl;yfoAlgmngﬂ, th(e: name of Delhi su od that
. prefer - N ngh L W
all refiable pative anthorities. - whoes "

o

i-

¢ Elliob’s Hiory of India, Vol. 1, p. 42, e

]
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cities from Kanauj, he notices Mirat, Pénipat, and Kaithal,
but does not notice Dilli, "Uthf, the author of the Trikh
Yamini, par excellence the historian of Mahmtd, was not
aware of the existence of any such place, although four
great cities in its neighbourhood had been sacked by the
Ghamavi conqueror. ’Utbi describes the passage of the
Jumna, the capture of Mathtra, the conquest of Kanauj,
but he had evidently not heard of Dilli., With so much of
historical neglect to account for, it is impossible to resist the
inference that when Mahmtd of Ghazni invaded India, Dilli
was an obscure town.

Before I proceed to determine the site of Dilli, on
which authorities of great weight are at issue, I purpose to
give an account of the traditions connected with the origin
of its name, and with the history of its supposed founders.

The accounts which aseribe it to Raja Dalip are discard-
ed by all ; admitting, as we do, that Indraprastha was more
ancient than Dilli, the latter could not have been founded by
one of the ancestors of Yudishthira, ¥

Equally apocryphal is the well known tradition, that it
Was built by a member of the Ton-war family in the year 919
B. C., and was called Dhili from the Hindi word dhils
(loose), the soil of the place being too soft to hold tent pegs,

There is yet a third account of the foundation of this
city, one which native writers who disbelieve the first two,
consider more reliable, but which in my opihion is hardly
ore credible, It is said that one Rdja Delu, king of
anauj, who held Dilli as a subject kingdvm, had a Governor
here of the name of Sarip Data, who built a city on the
deserted site of Indraprastha, and called it Delu after his pa-
ramount Lord, the King of Kananj. [In support of this
opinion, it is stated that Dilli was also called Delu, and the
poet Amir Khusrau 1s quoted as an authority on the subject :

Either grant me a horse, or order a baggage horse from the stable,
Or command me, that I may sit in a cart and go to Delu.

= -
# Mr. Beglars Sﬁecu.htions tending to show that the city of Delhi exiated
oontempom]:te:ﬁgaly with Indraprastha, poseess no historical valwe
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/" Pat it also appears that King Delu lived in the year 328
' B..C., and that he was a contemporary of Porus, that he was
- overcome by him, and that Dilli was held by the conqueror
#.  who was also the king of Kumaon.

.. That the city of Dilli was founded by some R4ja of that
yame is highly probable, but it is useless to speculate for
suy .greater amount of certainty either on the date or the
exact circumnstances of its foundation,

According to General Cunningham, the name of Dilii
first occurs about the time when a Rdja of Kumaon, having
gonquered the place, was in his turn overcome by Vikrama-
ditya of Ujain, and of this event we are told that, there are
four different versions ; firstly, in the conquest of Delu
by king Porus of Kumaon ; secondly, in that of Raja Pal of
Dilli by Réja Sukwanta of Kumaon, both of whom fell under
the arms of one Vikramdditya. General Cunningham considers
.the two stories exactly the same. Thirdly, in that of Rija
Nilaghpatt of Dilli by a Raghuvansi Réija named Sonkh-

. dhwaj, who again is overcome by Vikramaditya of Ujain; and
fourthly, in the deposition of King Rasal of Hind by a rebel
who in his turn is conquered by Barkamarys.* _

Of the several dates given by different authorities of the
foundation of Dilli, the only one which it is necessary to
" notice is that of General Cunningham, but I must confess
that the grounds of his opinion do not appear to me

altogether satisfactory, nor does the General himself regard
them as such.” - .

- He adopts Abu Rihin’s opinion that the Vikram4ditya

stho conquered the Hill Raja lived about 185 years aftert
.- Vikramdditya who founded the era, (i. e. in the year 78 A.D.) ;
. g identifies the former with S4livihana, the founder of the!
: Saka Era, who, like Vikramaditya the congueror of thel'
"Sakas, is said to have reigned for ninety years, and finally
fixes the dabe of the defeat of the Saka conqueror o
‘Difli in 78 A. D., which is the initial year of the Saka era.

..~ ™ Abyl Fazl describie Delhi as “ one of the ancient cities, the capital of In-§
" .,wgwm;dgmmammmydmrw !
S Deln, on the sathority o Fuahat-wi-Kuith, ) _
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General Cunningham then considers it safe to place
the foundation of Dilli, at some earlier period, and that
“ perhaps the date of 57 B. C. or contemporary with
Vikramiditya, as recorded by Ferishta, may not be far from
the truth.”

As regards the site of Dilli, the difference of opinion
between native authorities and General Cunningham is
equally remarkable. The former believe, and tradition is
decidedly in their favor, that ancient Dilli was built on
the ruins of Indraprastha, and that when it was re-peopled by
Anang P3l, the founder of the Ton-war dynasty, it occupied
the present site of Purdnd Qil'ah. According to General
Cunningham, ancient Dilli and Indraprastha were two dis-
tinct cities, and about five miles apart ; the former he places
on the ridge, near the celebrated Iron Pillar, which he believes
to be one of the memorials of ancient Dilli

It is not easy to determine on which side the advantage
of argument lies ; those who rely ontradition lose little as
regards the weight of authority. Itis by no means unlikely
that ancient Dilli was founded on the site of Indraprastia,
once the capital of a powerful empire, and that Anang Pil, I,
thought it better suited his ambitivus views to restore this
ancient city than to found a new oue ; this opinion is supported
by Abul Fazl, and it has since been followed by every native
historian of reputation. That in the accounts of the early
Muhammadan kings, Purind Qil'ah is also called Qil'ah
Indrapat, is in support of the theory adopted by the tradi-

tionary party. -

On the other hand, General Cunningham’s position is
one possibly of greater strength. It does not appear to me,
however, a matter of “tolerable certainty that the .Irom

Pillar must have been erected in some conspicuous position,
either within the old city, or close to 1t.” 1 am taking it

for granted. that General Cunningham is here speaking of the
city which was occupied by Sukwanta for thirteen years and

which was evertually conquered by Vikramaditya,
Whether or not the Iron Pillar occupies its originx.l‘_ posi-

' tion, it is impossible to say ; we know nothing of ite- maker,
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h or according to some authorities, the sighth century after 'kmmﬁd?’
_wl_tgnjﬂwthme M% > aconpied by 1 h: ty:E
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but what I consider the strong points of General
Cunningham’s theory may be observed in reasoning back

E from the recent to the more distant past. There can be no

doubt that Anang P4l, LI, re-peopled Dilli in Samvat 1109,
(A. D. 1053) ; this fact ia recorded on the pillar and it may

Jl;u;tify the inference that the city he “ re-peopled” must have

en the Dilli of Anang Pdl, T; admitting this, it would

" be difficult to argne that the Iron Pillar which bears this in-

scription could have been placed at any considerable distance
from the city of which it was a memorial. Again, if Anang
Pil, 1, is justly entitled to the ecredit of having refounded
Dilli, this could hardly be the case if he had founded a city
five miles from thesite ot the older city which bore the same
name, '

X we believe General Cunningham’s theory, we must set
aside all that tradition says on the subject, and the authority
of the most eminent of native historians, who have
tollowed tradition. If we discredit his theory, we must be
prepared to deny that Anang Pél, I, ¢ re-founded” Dilli ; that
Amnang Pal, 11, “re-peopled ” the same place, and that the
Iron Pillar which bears the record of the latter event
marks its site, and that the history of Rai Pithora's
capital is in any way connected with the history of that city.

The well known tradition that after the defeat of the Saka
Rdja by Vikramdditya, Dilli was abandoned tor 792 years is
explained by most writers alike, and it is supposed to be the
term of years during which Dilli ceased to be the capital of the
Péndu R4j.* According to pative historians, Anang P4l I,
removed his capital from Kanauj, and established himself at
Indraprastha about 6 76 A. D, and in course of time his new
capital was known as Dilli; according to General Cunningham
the city of Dilii was re-built by Anang P4l, I, about 731 or

T i

* Agpcording to Uolonel Tod, Indraprastha remained without ign,—
mprom ous;\:thonty having been removed from nort.hemm to szusoﬁherxgv inn’d ihe
ﬁf Y

hira was once more occupied by the Ton- i
claiming descent from the Pindus. To this agl(;gnt{mpitalo&;;u rgfr;be '

S ctle mew listion of Daihi was.given, and the dynasty of the f
1,133” » 1 4 ounder, Anang

%o the 12th century, whei Anang PG, T
mrﬂmm%othm‘mownuﬂn P_ig;ora.

abdicated in favour of hix .

L
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As regards General Cunnigpgham’s opinion that during
this interval of 792 years, Dilli wis ence at least the seat of Go-
vernment, on the authority of the inscription of Raja Dhdva,
or that it was temporarily restored to some importance
by an usurper of that name, 1 am inclined to accept Dr.
Bhau Daji’s translation of the iuscription, and Mr, Edward
Thomas’s opinion, that King Dhiva has not been identified
“ with any potentate named in local annals, or with any so-
vereign whose placein history might be determined approxi-
mately from associations.”

Abul Fazl’s mistake in placing the re-foundation of Dilli
by the Ton-war in the fourth century of the Christian era is
satisfactorily disposed of, both by General Cunningham and
Syud Ahmed Khén. General Cunningham accounts for it on
the supposition that the author of the Ain-i-Akbari had
acoepted the Balabhi Samvat 429 for that of Vikramaditya ;
the initial year of the Balabhi era is the 319th of that of
Christ, and the Balabhi Samvat 429, would, therefore, be
747 A. D. Similarly he explains that the date of the
re-building of Dilli on the Iron Pillar refers to Samvab
419 of the Balabhi era, which, with the addition of 318
years, would give the year 737 A. D. He also quotes from
Nuh Sipihr of Amir Khusrau, a reference to Anang Pdl, I,
who is described as * a great Rai who lived five or six handred
years ago,” which, with reference to the date when the poet
wrote, gives the date of Anang Pil, I, between 700 and

800 A. D.

Both General Cunningham and Syud Ahmed Khién
uote the following anecdote from Nuh Sypthr, but while the
ormer gives the lions a place in the neighbourhood of the Iron

Pillar, the latter locates them at Purdnd Qil'ah :

« At the entrance of his (Anang Pal's) palace, he had
placed two lions, sculptured in stone. He fixed a bell by the
side of the two lions, in order that those who sought jushice
might strike it, upon which the Rai would listen to their
complaints and render justice.” Syud Ahmed Kbin also
adds that the stone lions were in existence in 1318 A.D.; but
their subsequent fate is not known to history.

That Dilli was the capital oM& nang P4l, IT, who re-bailt
a more ancient city of the same name, 18 very likely to be’

~

o



that when Mahmid Ghaznavi

- - Yrie, but I have already sh
e oy e 4 century of the Christian Era,

“invaded India in the elev
% it was an obscure city of which the Mubammadans either
L -hoard nothmg or were content to spare for its mswmﬁcance.

of

; © The Iron Pillar or Loba ki-Lat.*--I consider this the

o most appropriate place for an_account of the celebrated Iron

- Pillar which Mr. Prinsep ascribes to one Réja Dhava, a prince
of unknown lineage and descent. Of the original location of this
Pillar or its age, we have no trustworthy account, but trachtlon,
silent as to its maker, attributes its erection to Anang Pal,
and places it in the ten:.p]e of Rai Pithora. When that temple
was converted into & mosque by Qutb-uddin Aibek, the pillar
was permitied to stand where 1t was, but neither tradition nor
history discloses the name of its maker or his object in making
ity

The Pillar itself is a solid shaft of wrought iron ]

Byud Ahmed calls it cast iron, but the majority of travellers

and others who have written about the plllar describe xts
material as “ mixed metal,” “ brass,” “ bronze,” “ composition,”

~ but/Jacquermont calls it “soft iton.” Dr. Mur ray Thompson,

. % ’‘who analysed a small bit of the pillar for General Cunningham

. Was of opinion that the metal was “ pure malleable iron of 7°66

8pecific gravity.” Dr. Bhau Daji however persists in his

i dtatement that “ iron forms no portion of the monument, and

=3 that itis a compound of several metals.”

... =2 ""The total he ht of the pillar is exactly 23 feet and 8
mches, of which, b\cire the present chabiitra or platform was
* eonstructed, a.bout 221% feet were above and about fourteen
inches. below .ground. *« The base is an irregular knob in shape,
. Testing on several little pieces like bits of bar-iron, let inteo

_tbe stone undemeat.h and secured-with lead.”,

L % Ttis umveraally known to the natives as Loba-ki-Lét or the Iron Pillar,

. *_+'Dr. Bhau Daji i, endently does not believe that the Pillar stands where it did
bt ilhpnﬂhho-enll “JD hava inscription” waa engraved on it. According to him, it was )
S &a temple dedicated to Vishnu, “It ia d;ﬂicult,” says he, “to make out
. utiemp ‘:;l:: z’:ahnn and the Vlghnn were although m
i or wildings arcund, there are stones wlnch belonged to

] 3’ Baiimand Vuahnavae tem! e 10th or 11th century
v : mmdnmnmdhndlthmmd
Mﬂu l\nﬁn Jong."—Canio I. Prithi- '

hll
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The capital of the pillar is about three and a half feet
long ; the smooth portion of the shaft is fifteen feet long, the
rest is rough, and shows defective welding. The lower
diameter of the shaft is 164 inches, and the upper diameter is
12-05 inches. The pillar has evidently heen fired at with match-
locks, and twice marked with cannon balls, which grazed the
side but did not touch the centre of the pillar. ’

The legends connected with the Iron Pillar are numerous
but pretty geuerally known.  General Cunningham has col-
lécted all that is worth preserving. As already stated,
the pillar was erected by Anang Pil, also known as
Belén Deo, the founder of the Ton-war dynasty. <He
was assured by a holy Brahman that, the pillar
having been firmly driven into the head of Sabes
Nig, the serpent king, his empire would be as permanent
as the pillar ; the Rija, however, was incredulous and
anxious to test a prophecy of such deep importance to his
dynasty, he ordered the pillar to be removed, when, to his
horror, the foot of the pillar, which had pierced the serpent’s
head, was found wet with blood. All attempts again fg fix the
pillar proved of no avail : it stood loose 1 the ground, the
serpent was gone, and the event is remembered 1n the well

known verse .—

Kt to dkillf bhai,
Tomdr bhays mat hin

The piltar has become loose,

The Tomar’s wish will not be fulfilled. = g

The same legend is variously related, bat its
cssentinls are retained in the several versions. The
poet Chand devotes a whole book of s Pﬂ§h1m3
Rayasa to Killi- Dhilli-Katha,—story of the Lovse Pillar;
Lut his account is substantially what has been given above, -

*p although Chand places the occurrence 1n the reign of Anang

' P4l 11, ; Kharg Rai, the Gowalior Bhat, refers 1t to a date as

carly as 736 A. D., while Synd Ahmed Khin would have us
believe that it occurred in the reig‘n of Rai Pithora, the last

Hindu King of Delhi.
£

i * Jir. Wheeler calla it * the Pillas of the Phndaras.”  *

it -
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According to Chand, Anang Pdl 11, consulted the sage
Vyas, as to an auspicious hour for holding a great festival
in honor of the birth of his grandson ; the sage replied :

“ Now is the lucky time, your dynasty will become immoveable,
and its root will strike into the head of Sahes Nig. But the Réja was
incredulous, when Vyas, taking an irou, drove it down 60 fingers deep

* until it reached the serpent’s head, and drawing it out, he showed it to

) *"

the R4ja covered with blood. Then addressing Anang P4, he said :
“Your Kingdom, like the spike, bas become uostable :

“ Bo said Vyas Jagjoti, these things will come to pass,
Tomdr, then Choh4dns, and presently Turks.”*

The Tron Pillar may be said to be more remarkable for
the inscriptions which it bears than as a successful
work of art.  Of these inscriptions, the most ancient and the
best preserved qates back, according to some authorities, to
the fourth, and according to others, to the sixth century of the
Christian era Even so late asin 1828, Captain Archer, who ac-
companied Lord Combermere on his tour in the “North- West,”
describes the inscription as one of unknown antiquity, and which
“nobody can read.” In 1844, Lieutenant Willam Elliot made
& copy of the inscription at the request of Dr. Mill, of
Bishop’s College, but the work was so « ingeniously misman-
aged that not a single word could be made out!” Four
years later, Captain Burt, of the Bengal Engineers, was more
successful, and the greatest of oar Indian Antiguaries, the
late Mr. James Prinsep, published the original inscription
with a modern Nagri transliteration and an English transla-
tion, in the seveh volume of the Journal of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal. To M, Prinsep’s transhteration and
translation objections have been taken by Dr. Bhau Daji, of
Bombay, in a paper of “ Remarks” read by that learned gen-

tleman to the members of the Asiatic Society of that place,
on. the 18th of April 1871,

* A writer in the Quleusta Journal, who visited Delhi about
told by the natives of the place that two suceessful attempts Wlf:edty;lg;: rti z:f;t::;
the pillar. Néadir Shih ordered the carth to be removed from ity foundation
but.‘ e workmen could not proceed with their work 3 the serpent shook its head.
which caused a violent earthquake. The second attempt was made by the

Maharattas, who brought a hen to : v
than leave a mark nrngn it. vy caligon o bear upon it, but did no gther damage
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The character of the inscription is ancient Nagri, the
date of which Mr. Prinsep, who is followed by General
Cunningham, refers to the third or fourth century of the
Christian era. Mr., Edward Thomas, however, considers this
“ $00 high an antiquity for the style of writing employed on
the monument.” General Cunningham considers the charae-
ter of the letters “ to be exactly the same as those of the
Gupta inscriptions,” but Dr. Bhau Daji, whose opinion is
adopted by the best Sanserit scholars of Delhi, gives them a
later date than the time of the Guptas—

“ The cross line across the top of each letter,” he writes, “is only
seen after the time of the Guptas. The letters correspond most to the
incriptions of the Mankhsn dynasty on two viharas or caves in
Behar, viz, those of Ananta Varma at Nagarjuna and Béribara,
The alphabet belongs in my opinion to the end of the fifth or be-
ginning of the sixth century of the Christian era.”

The composition of the inscription is poetical, , consisting
ot six lines or three slokas; the first Jine of which is in much
smaller hand than the rest. For a copy of the inseription
itself, we are indebted to Major Burt’s “ Excursion,” 2 valuable
work, now out of print.
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20 THE IRON PILLAR OR LOBRE-KI-LAT.
The following is Mr. Prinsep’s Nagri transliteration of
the inseription :
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The following N4gri transliteration of the same inscrip-
tion is extracted trom Dr, Bhau Daji's * Remarks ” already
referred to :—
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The following is Mr. Prinsep’s translation of the inscrip-
tion:—

1st Slok.—* By him, wbo, hearing the warlike preparations and
entrenchments of his enemies, with their good soldiers and allies, a
monument {or arm] of fame engraved by his sword ou their limbs—who,,
a maoster of the seven advantages, [same as the seven limbs of Govern-
ment] crossing over [the Indus ?] so subdued tbe Vihlikds of Sindhuy,
that even at this day his disciplined force and defences on the south
[of the river] are sacredly respected by them.”

2nd Slok.—“ Who, as a lion seizes one animal on quitting hold of
another, secured possession of the next world when he abandoned this—
whose personal existence still remains on earth through the fame of
his [former] deeds ; the might of whose arm even though [he be] now
at rest, [deceased] and some portion too of the energy of him who was
the destroyer of bis foes still cleave to the earth.”

3rd Slok—* By him, who obtained.#ith his own srm an undivid-
ed sovereignty on the earth for a long period, who [united in himself
the qualities o] the sun and the moon, who had beauty of eountenance
like the full moon, by this same Raja Dhava having bound his head
to the feet of Vishnu, and fixed his mind on him, was this very lofty arm
[pillar} of the adored Visbnu caused to be erected.”

Dr. Bhau Daji’s translates the same inscription as
follows:—

“ He, on whose arm glory is written with the sword, when he re-
%eatedly turned back his combined enemies in the battle field in the
angas (Bengal ?) ; who, having swam across the seven mouths of
the Sindhu (Indus), conquered the Bilbikas in battle, the breezes of
whose prowess still waft incense to the South Sea; who, having left
the earth as if in sorrow, resorted to the other {heaven) ; who
went to the land of his deserts (actions) with his (bodily) form, but with
his glory remained on this earth; who destroved the remnant of
his enemies ; whose heroism, like a great smouldering fire in a great
Jungle, does not yet leave the earth ; and who, by the prowess of his
anns, secured in this world an incomparable empire for a long time ;
whose countenance was beautiful like the fall moon ; this Lord of the
earth, named Chandra, having by means of faith in Vishnu, fixed his

miod, erectd this tall flag-post of Bhagavdna Vishnu in Vishnupada-
giri (the hill of Vishnu's feet.)”

My copy,” adds Dr. Bhau Daji, “ of the inscription
differs in every line from the copy published in Prinsep’s
journal. Whatis read as ¢ Dhavena’ is really < Bhdvena.’
“Dhvaja’ is really ‘Bhuja’ and whac has been read
¢ Chandrarkena® is Chandrévhena’ The mistake arises from
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adding a curved stroke to the letter Vha on the left side at
the middle.”” The learned gentleman then continues: * There
is no such name as Dhava, who has hitherto been supposed to
be the prince, who erected the pillar in commemoration of his
powers. * ¥ T have no doubt that the name of the Raja
who constructed the pillar is Chandra Rija. He appears to
me to be ot the Nerwar kings, whose coins are described by
General Cunningham in the Journal of the Bengal Asiatic
Society (No. J1I of 1865). Amongst the coins delineated
is one which has the name *“ Chandra” on it. General Cunning-
ham, however, supposes this ¢ Chandra” to be Chandragupta
of a lator date.  But among the coins of the Chandraguptas
there is none bearing any great similarity to this coin. And
as the name is simply “ Chandra,” there are no good grounds
for adding “ Gupta” to it.”

Syud Ahmed Khdn ascribes a greater antiquity to the
Pillar than the 3rd century of the Christian era ; as regards
the inscription, he is of opinion that as it bears no Samvat,
it is at least older than 57 B. C. when the era of Vikramd.
ditya came into genéraluse.  According to him, the pillar
was constructed by Réija Medhdva, who was one of the
descendants of Yudishthira, and reigned in the year 893

B C

I have little hesitation in adopting, onphilological grounds,
the opinion of Dr. Bhau Daji that the character of the letters
of the inscription belong to a later period than that of the
Guptas. On the side of this opinion are arrayed the learning
of the Delhi Pandits and the critical acamen of Mr. Edward
Thomas.

Of the other inscriptions on the pillar, General Cunning-
ham justly remarks, that they are more numerous than im-
portant, We have already referred to the inscription of A‘I‘xang
Pél IT : «Samvat Dihali 1109 Ang P4l bahi,” 1. e In
Samvat 1109 [1052 A. D.] Ang Pil peopled Dilli. Thered are
two records of the Chohdn Réja Chatra Sinha, both datedlg
Samvat 18831826, A. D.), whoss said to have been descende:
from Rai Pithora, The date of Rai Pithora himself 1is
given as Samvat 1151 1094, A. D, Wh{d% 18 _99. yearﬁ; too
early. There is another modern Nigri inscription c:;d s;x
lines dated in Samvab 1767 |1710 A. D.] of the Bandela
Réjasof Chanderi; below this there are two Persian Inscrip-
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tions, dated in 1060 and 1061 A. H., [1651-52 A, D.]
which merely record the names of visitors.

Purana Qil'ah.—1I have already expressed my opinion on
the value of the tradition which points to the walled village
of Purdnd Qil'ah as the Dilli of Anang Pdl I. There
can he no doubt however, that there is not a stone
there which can confidently be said to belong to the city of
the Ton-war. Of Purdna Qil'ah, I shall have to speak at
greater length as the Din Pandh of Huméyin and the citadel

of Sher Shah’ Delhi

B

Lalkot.—We do not know the exact number of the succes-
sors of Anang Pdl I, who reigned in his refounded Dilli, but
General Cunningham states, on the authority of two Hindi
manuscripts, that after Anang P4l 11, the successor of Kurnira
Pala, had “ peopled Dilli,” in the year 1060, A. D., he
built a fort near the eity which he called Ldlkot. The
Pandits of Delhi are unable to discover any trace of Ldlkot
in the writings of their Bhdts, Rai Jiwan Ldl, one of the best
informed unative gentlemen of Delhi, is inclined to believe,
that, like the Koshak L4l of a later date, Ldlkot was
a royal residence of which neither Chand, nor the historians
of the Muhammadan conquest of Delhi have taken any
notice.* Curiously enough, however, the natives of
Mahrauli, the village to which these grand ruins belong,
seem also to be of opinion that there was a building
of some importance close to Pithora's temple which was
known in the neighbourhood as Lalkot.t

The silence of Muhammadan historlans is a considerable
difficulty in General Cunningham’s way, and it is especially so
when we bear iu mind that some of these writers were
men of eminence, the chroniclers of a successful invasion

" % General Cunnmgbham remarks, that : % Lilkot has hitherto remained unknown
y Musalmans a3 a part of the fort of R4i Pithora,”

to Chand, Anang P4l “ having heard and considered the words

o i”ﬁyiu,mmmemed bmldmg apalace.” Canto I, Prithirdj-raydsa.

o, Mr. C. J, Camphell'a excellont “ Notes” on the Ancient cities of Delhi ;
siatic Socisty of Bengal, Vol 35, Part 1. 206,
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and of the permanent occupation of the country ULy
the conquerors. Loecal tradition vaguely asserts the exist-
ence of a royal palace called Lalkot, but the comparative
silence of Hindu writers on the subject is a saggestive fuict
against General Cunningham’s identification of a portion of the
fort of Rai Pithora as the Ldlkot of Anang Pal II. Mr. Beglar
has robbed General Cunningham of his best arguments
in support of this theory, by excluding from the supposed
boundaries of Lalkot the temples destroyed by the Muham-
madans, the Iron Pillar, and the dry tank known as Anang T4l
The Lélkot of Anang P&l was very likely a palatial building
of red sand stone, which was either improved out of existence
by ths Chohdns, or perished under their neglect.

Anang Tal —Aceording to tradition, the tank of Anang
P41 11, was at one time a place of general resort, but now it
is deserted. It may yet be seen as a deep hollow to the north
of the Hindu temple of Yogd Mayi, and about a quarter
of a mile to the north west of the Masjid of Quvvat-ul-isldm.
According to Geperal Cunningham’s measurement, it is
169 feet long from north to south, and 152 feet broad from
east to west, with a depth of 40 feet.

Syud Ahmed Khan states, that the water of this tank
was used for the mortar of the unfinished minar of "Alé-uddin
Khiljf, (A, D. 1296-1316), and the drains which carried the
water to the workmen may yet be seen in some places. The
tank is now dry, and even in the height of the rains there 18
not enough of water to keep the dry soil of its base wet for
any length of time.

Anekpur.—This village which is renowned for its bund
or dam, is situated in the sub-district of Balabgarh, about three
miles from Tughlagibdd. The bund of Anekpur, considering
its age and the neglect to which it has been consigned for cen-
turies, is about the most remarkable work of its kind in
Northern India. It is built across a gorge 289 feet
wide, and to the north of this massive and imposing wall, 18
the village of Anckptr with its population of a thousand
souls. According to Syud Abmed Khdn, the village with the
bund was founded by Anang Pal L, in Samvat 733, (A. D.
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676.) According to General Cunningham, who refers the
Samvat to the Balabhi era, it was founded by Anang Pil I1.,
in A. D. 1051, On the crest of the hill to the N.-W. of the
village are the ruins of a small fort.

The bund wall is a gigantic piece of stone work about
150 wide at the base and about 20 feet bigh; in
the centre of this wall, there is a semihexagonal recess about
60 feet deep and about 215 wide at the base ; the wall
opposite 10 the base contains three drains about 8 feet
high. These drains run through the whole widih of the
wall ; the grooves on their sides show that the drains were
worked with trap doors. On either side of this recess
there is a wall about thirty-seven feet long, and
covered with a flight of steps; on the oppoesite side of the
wall, there areno steps. Considering the age of the bund
and its abandoned condition, it has suffered comparatively
little for the 825 years that it has been in existence.

B il

Suraj Kund —Syud Abmed Khén, who follows the
authority of Hindu Bhats, atiributes the construction of this
superb tank to Suraj Pal, the fifth son of Anang Pédl I,

in Samvai 743, (636 A. D.). General Cunningham refers this

i;teD to the Balabhi era and makes it correspond with 1061

This is a splendid work, and evenin its decay, it retains
much of its past grandeur, Thata work of such importance
was constructed in the desert where it now stands, is perfectly

“incredible, and the ruins which still surround it, atbest

aonce populous locality. The tank ocoupies about six acres
of land, and is situated between the villages of Baharpir and
Lakkarptr, in the hilly grounds of Delbi, and about twelve
miles from its modern town. The shape of the tank is not

_ round, its west side, to use Mr, Tremlett’s words, is

*“a straight line for nearly its whole length.” The tank
15 surrounded by o series of stone steps, the highest row
of which is on the level of the adjacent country; the
steps are formed by large blocks of worked store ; “ these steps,
for a height of nine or ten feet, are about the ordinary width

of tank steps, but higher up, thg _Bpace between successive

h
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steps becomes much wider, and the floor between is covered
with cement, so as to form a succession of spacious terraces,
running one above the other round the water.”’#

In the centre of the western side of the tank are the ruins
of a temple, to which the visitor is conducted by a flight of
about fifty steps, flanked by heavy stone walls. The steps
of the temple meet the steps of the ghdt at about the
middle of the distance between the ruins and the level of the
water. On the eastern side, there 13 a corresponding
ghdt, in every respect similar to the first ; but the
ruins on this side, though visible, give one no idea of the
original building. In the centre of the northern wall of the
tank, there is a smooth ghdt for cattle ; between this slop-
ing way and the ruins on the western wall, the tank steps are
interrupted or perhaps were intentionally abandoned, and the
passage here allows the drainage of the neighbouring bills
to pourinto the tank. The rumns of towers are scattered
on the N.-E, S.-E. and N.-W. corners of the tank. On
the S.-W. corner, where a tower must have once stood,
the ground is perfectly clear ; the ruins of the other towers
are at a distance of about eight or nine yards from the tank.

At a short distance from the ruins on the N.-E. and S.-E.
corners of the tank, there are two abandoned wells and the
remains of other ancient buildings now levelled with the
ground, On the 21st of Bhidon, an annual fair is held here ;
a Pipal tree which stands on the south-eastern corner of: the
tank is held sacred, and the offerings made to it are appro riated
by the Brahmans of the villages of Anekpir and Lakkar-
pir,

——

Kalkaji, orthe Temple of Kali Devi—The worship
of Kili Devi dates beyond history and is ven an-
cient for Hindu chronology. “ Millions of years™ ago, the
gods who dwelt in the neighbourhood of the present temgle
were troubled by two giants and were compelled fo prefer

* Treraletts “ Notes on Delbi” Jowrnal Asiatic Society, Bengal Vol 39,
Part 1L, p. 71. T regret that my f:ﬁ,d did not extend his netes to modern ?:.I.I “of
as ancient Delhi, To the “ Notes” essvs. Campbell and Tremlett, so

valuable suggestions, I am much inde

"
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their complaint to Brahma, ¢ the god of al.” But Brahma
declined to interfere, and referred them to the goddess Parba-
thi. Out of the mouth of Parbathi sprung Kushki Devi,
who attacked the giants and slaughtered them, but it so
happened, that as their blood fell on the dry
earth thousands of glants came into life, and the
battle was maintained by XKushki Devi against gieat odds.
Parbathi took compassion on her offspring and out of the eye-
brows of Kushki Devi came the monster Kali Devi, “ whose
lower liprested on the hills below and her upper lip touched
the sky above ;” she drank the bluod of the slanghtered giants
as it poured out of their wounds ; and the goddesses obtained
a complete victory over theirenemies. About 5,000 years ago,
K4l Devi fised her abode here, and she was worshipped as
the chief divinity of the place. It is generally believed
that the most ancient portion of the present temple was built
in the year 1764, A. D)., but the antiquity of the worship of
Kali Devi is believed to be “ at least as old as the reign of
Raja Pithora.”

The temple of Kalka or Kili Devi stands on the boun-
dary of the historic village of Bahdrpiir, and about nine miles

from modern Delbi, on the road to Tughlagibdd. Originally, -

it wag a twelve-doored masonry room. The stone which 1s
worshipped as the Kdli Devi 1s placed in the eentre of the
room, and screened off on three sides with red sand stone and
marble railings about six feet high; on the left side of the
screen, there are two inscripulons, one in Persian and the other
in Hindi, which record the names of the goddess to whom the
temple is dedicated and of the builder of the screen ;

S+t Durga Singh par sawir—1821 Fasli.
&ri Durga is mounted on a lon—1821 Fasii,

Du. Singh was the name of the individual who built
the screen, while Durga, the goddess Kiilj, is generally repre-
sented as riding a lion,

In the year 1816, the Pujaris (priests) proposed the
addition of a dome to the temple ; but }fﬁblic s}))izl*:it Ean rather
Tow ‘at. the time and the promoters of this work referred
it to the decision of Kdli Devi. The names of the most
- opulent Hindu gentlemen of Delhi were written on slips
of paper and placed before the goddess, who was then called

-
-
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upon to select the manon whom the work wasto devolve.
The choice justified the expectations of the priests ; the goddess
selected Mirza Raja Keddirndth, the Peshkir of Akbar the
Second. The Raija added twelve outer rooms to the
temple and surmounted the whole with a lofty Hindu
pyramidal dome ; each of the rooms has one inner and two outer
doors. In front of the temple, there are two tigers of red
stone, over the heads of which is hung a bell, which the
votaries ring when returning from worship. A large trident
of red sand stone stands cluse to the tigers. Within the Jast
fifty years, rooms have been built in the vicinity of the temple
by the Hindu bankers and merchants of Delhi.

At eleven in the morning, sweetmeats are placed in front
of the stone and the goddess 1s believed to partake of them.
The stone is completoly covered with brocade andred cloth, and
at night a small bed is placed before it A lamp fed with yhe
burns night and day in the shrine. Punkahs, wmbrellas and
cloth awnings are still offered fo the goddess, A weekly fair
is held here on Tuesdays, and on the 8th of Chaith and the
Sth of Asanj the temple is visited by crowds of people fromn
Delhi and the neighbouring villages.

The temple of Yoga Maya —About 250 yards from the
Tron Pillar, and within a hizh walied enclosure, stand~ the
temple dedicated to the Yogi Mavi, or the Pure God-
dess. According tothe Bhagavata Paring, she was the sister
of Krishna. Her oricinal temple is behieved to have been huilt
in the time of Yudishthira. although the present Dbuild
ing is barely fifty years old, * Those who are nob over eredulous
believe that the worship of Vot Mayd is at least «1x hundred
vedrs old, but in the absence of authorities, it is impossible
to ascertain from what period it dates.

The enclosure within which the temple stands s about
400 feet square ; at each corner of the square, there is a small
tower ; most of the buildings within the enclosure, of which
inclusive of the temple there are twenty-two, were ereg‘ted by
the order of Sed Mal, an Amir of the time of Akbar the Second.
The temple itself, which was built by Sed Mal, has not the
slightest pretension to beauty. It stands against a heavy
looking building which does not appear to be older than

{
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30 QILA'E RAI PITHORA.

the temple itself. From the floor of the temple—which was
paved with red stone twenty years ago, and is now covered with
marble-—to its copper gilt pinnacle, it is about 42 feet high.
The room where the black stone is placed is about seventeen
feet square ; the flat roof is surmounted by the usual truncated
pyramid with slightly curved sides ; the frame of the door of
the room is made of marble. The sacred stone is placedin a
marble well about two feet wide and a foot deep ; it 13 tenderly
concealed in tinsel and cloth, and two small pankahs of
the same materials are suspended over 1t from the ceiling; a
four legged marble table, about eighteen inches square and
nine inches high, is placed in front of the idol on the
floor of the room, and offerings of flowers and sweeotmeats
are placed on it. Wine and meat are not acceptable to the
Yoga Maya ; she even discards bells to which most ot the
Hindu gods are so partial.

About eight feet in front of the temple there is aniron
cage contalning two stone tigers. The cage is about five feet
square and ten feet high; the passage between the temple
and the cage is roofed over with planks and is covered
witha light coating of bricks and mortar. From the ceiling
of this cover hang four bells for the use of the wor-
shippers.

The goddess has the reputation of being unusually
exacting ; she abstains from the good things of the
world and will not allow her temple to be desecrated by
the use of wine and meat, neither will she permit the use of
bedsteads within the enclosure of her sanctuary. #

Qil'ah Rai Pithora.—This fort was built by Prithirgj
otherwise known as Rai Pithora, the son of Someswara—and
dson of Visdla Deo, the Chohdn conqueror of Delhi—by

the daughter of Anang Pil III. According to (General Cun-

ningham, Pithora reigned for a term of 22 years, from the
year 1170 to 1191 A. D). ; but according fo Syud Ahmed
Khan, from the year 1141 to 1191 A. D., which gives him

© *¥From time to time additions and improvements have been mag i
Yy Tdia fin Singh of Dol P made to this temple
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a reign of 49 years and some months* Syud Almed
Kbdn, on the authority of the Kholdsut-ut-tawdrikh, dates the
building of this fort in the year 1143 A. D., while General
Cunningham places that event about the year 1180 or 1186
A. D., and relies on his Hindi manuscripts for his date ; he also
suggests that the fort was intended to protect the city against
the aggressive aftitude of the Muhammadans in Northern
India. The descendants of Mahmitd Ghaznavi had for some
time established their rule in the Punjab, and after the
accession of Rai Pithora, Muhammad of Ghori had destroyed
the Ghaznavi empire at Lahore, and was threatening
Hindusthan proper.

The most imposing view of Qil'ah Rl Pithora is that pre-
s1ted by its north-western side ; the most complete view may
had from the top of the Qutb Mindr, 1 can have no bet-
starting point for my description of the fort than the tomb
Adham Khdu, where the fort wall meets the enclosure
of the tomb. From this point, the fort wall runs due
- for about 400 feet, where it meets a gate, and after a sliort
g +d runs in a north-westerly direction for abouta quarter of
mile ; here, it takes a north-easterly direction—passing the
njit Gate—for about two hundred yards, and runs for the
same distance more mnearly due north-enst, where it ends
at a larpe bastion still in a fair state of preservation.
This, according to General Cunningham, is the wostern
wall of Lalkot. The ramparts are about 30 feet in
thickness, and about 60 feet in height from the boltom
of a ditch, which varies in width from 18 to 35 feet. The irst
gate, to which we have already referred, requires no further
description ; the Ranjit Gate which General Cunning-
ham identifies with the Ghazni Gate of Muhammadan
hostorians, must have been a formidable position with three
rows of out works. It is 17 feet wide, and a stone
shaft seven feet high for directing the ascent and descent of a
porteullis is still in existence. This line of wall ends at the
Fateh Barj, a bastion with a diameter of about 30 feet.t

* According to Colonel Tod, Réi Pithora was only eight years of age when he
wagn proclaimed successor to the Delhi throne,

+ To the porth-west of this wall, pear the Hauz Khfs, as stated by
Mr. Beglar, are the ruins of the "Id-gah, once “a lofty and exteusive building” where
Amfr Timgr established bis Comt and Camp before the sack of Delhi~—Timar's
Augobigraphy.
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At this point the fort wall ramifies, a lower line of ram-

arts takes a northerly direction to enclose the city of Rdi
%ithora, and a higher line runs due east to form its citadel.
The latter termnates at a second bastion called the Sohan
Birj, a larger tower than the first, and about two hundred feet
from it. %here was apparently a gate between the Fateh
Birj and the Sohan Bdry, of which no ruins exist; like the
gate near Adham Khdn’s tomb, it is a deep gap in the fort
wall. About 300 feet from Sohan Burj is the Sohan Gate,
also a gap, and from here the ruins of the old wall may
be traced, running in a southerly direction down to Adham
Khén’s tomb, a distance of very nearly half a mile. The walls
between these formidable bastions were manned with smaller
towers “ well splayed out at the base, and 45 feet in diameter
at top, with curtains of 80 feet between them. Along the
base of these towers which are still 380 feet in height, therce

is an outer line of wall forming a raont or faussebraie, which is
also 30 feet in height.”*

At the Sohan Q(ate, the hicher wall divides in &,
a line of ruins marks its southward course to Adham Khin
tomb ; the second branch runs south-east for about a hundre
yards, and then forming an irregular quadrant, with a
radius of three hundred yards from a centre which way
be placed at the unfinished Mindr of "Ali-uddin Khilji, it
crosses the road to Delhi at about the middle of the arc, and
terminates close to the road leading to Tughlagibid. We
have here a gap of about a third of a mile between this point and
Adbam Khin's tomb. General Cunningham considers this
quadrant as a portion of the eastern wall of Lilkot, but his
Assistant, Mr. Beglar, confines Talkot between what has
already been described as its western wall, and the ruins of a
line of wall which lies between the Sohan Gate and Adham
Khdn’s tomb. Having already expressed my opinion, dissent-
ing from General Cunningham’s identification of Anang Pal’s
Lalkot with the citadel of Rdi Pithora’s city, his objection
that Mr. Beglar is in error in not including the tank of Anang
Pdl in Ldlkot, and Mr. Beglar's opinion that the irregular
quadrant was not a portion of Lilkot, need no further notice.
On the other hand, in my opinion, Mr. Beglar has satisfac-

~* General Canningham’s Archaological Reports. Vol I. p. 181,

.
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torily established that the quadrant wascomparatively a more
modern extension of the older walls, and that it was not a
part of the fortress of which the western and the inner ramparts
he has so elaborately deseribed.  The grounds of Mr.
Beglar's opinious are irresistible ; the difference in the material
and construction of the two walls is enough to justify the
opinion furmed by him that the quadrant was not a part of
the old fort. Mr. Beglar calls it Aldi-uddin Khilji’s extension,
and in this opinion I agree.

Ziiuddin Barn{ relates in his Tdrilh-i-Firoz Shdhi, that
when the Mughals invaded Dethi in 1297, ’Ala-uddin  Khilji
found the fortifications of Old Delhi in ruin, the consternation
in the city was indescribable, and when the Mughaly
abandoned the city without even attempting an _assault,
its deliverance was considered an act of special Providence,
Alive to the danger of his position 'Ali-uddin Khilji ordered
the repair of the old walls and the enlargement of the old fort.
In 1316, when Qutb-uddin Mubdrak Shah succeeded lis bro-
ther Shahdb-uddin 'Omar, he ordered the ¢ completion of
the city and fort of Delhi, which his father 'Ali-uddin had
left in an unfinished state.”*

That 'Ala-uddin Khilji and Mubdrak Shilys additions were
on a large scale may be inferred from the remark of Tbn Datuta
who visited Old Delhi in 1333 A. D. : he states, that “ the
lower part ot the walls” of the citadel, ““1s built of stone, the
upper part of brick.” The former was undoubtedly the work
of Hindus and the latter of Muhammadans,

Starting again from the Fateh Bir] where the rampart
branches off into two, one branch turns to the east to formn the
citadel of the city, and the other runs due north; the latter
wall, which has the ruins of a gate in the centre, maintains
this direction for very nearly half a mile, where it meets
the ruins of the northern wall of Jahanpanih ; the wall
then runs due south-east for a little over three hundred yards
and ends at a gate. Sull following a south south-easterly
course for halt a mile, we come to another gate, and after
rupning for bailf that distance in the same direction, the wall
of Old Delhi meets the second wall of Jahanpanih, and

#*  Nuh Sipihr of Amir Kgsbraa,
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changes its course due south, leaving spaces for two gates, one
of which may with certainty be called the Baddon Gate.

The wall then abruptly takes a south-westerly direction
for a distance of a little over half a mile—there is a gate in its

centre—it then turns to the west for abouf three hun-

dred yards to the ruins of a gate. Here occurs a gap three
hundred yards wide, and at a distance of four hundred yards

from Jamali Masjid, which is the off end of the gap, the
wall of Rdi Pithora’s fort meets that of the tomb of Adham

Khdn and complete its circuit. The ditch round the fort used
to receive the natural drainage of the hilly country to its north
and retain the water all the year round.*

I have made an attempt to determine, if possible, the sites

of the different gates, which according to the most approved

authorities belong to Old Delhi, premising here that some of!

the gates had changed their names during the subsequent Mu--
hammadan occupation of Rai Pithora’s city. Amir Khusran

allots twelve gates to Old Delhi, but I accept the authority of

Timtr, since verified by excavations made by Mr. Beglar,

that the city had ten gates.

At present I am only concerned with Mr. Beglar’s

laemtification of the gates, to the N. E. and S. W, of
the Baddon gate with the “ Hauz Réini and the Burkal
gates” respectively., A refersuce to his sketeh map of Réi
Pithora’s fort, which I have re-produced, will comvinc,
the reader that the village of Hauz Rdni wasnearer the southern
wall of Jahsnpanah than the eastern wall of Rai Pithora’s city.
According to the Malfuzat-1-Timyiri, which has' been drawn
upon so largely and not seldom copied verbatim by Sharaf-
uddin Yazdi in his Zafarndmah—Mr. Beglar's authority—
Sultdn Mahmid and Malld Khdn left the fort of Jahdnpandk
and fled toward the mountains, the former going out of the
Hauz R4ni Gate, and the latter out of the “ Baraka Gate.” Or
turning to the Zafurndmah, I find that Vazdi expressly states

* Ibp Batuta who visited old Delhi, in the reign of Muhammad Shih Tugh-
laq thus deseribes the fort wall : * it is eleven cubits thick ; chambers are con-
strueted in it which are ocoupied by the might watch, and the persons charzed with
the care of the gates. In these chambers also there are stoves of provisions, maga-
zines of munitions of war. Grain keeps in these chambers without chanpge or the
Teast deterioration. * * Hwxse and fool can pass inside this wall from
ona end of the city to the other.”
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that the Hauz Rdni and the Bardka gates were < to the south
of Jahdnpandh,”

We can with soms cartainty fix the sites of the Ghazni
~nd the Baddon gatss, batit is alnist unpossible to tdentify
tas others. [ bave already referred to the Ghazni Gate
in my description of the walls of Qil'ah Rai Pithora. When

artala ¢ heretics ”  attacked the Jam’a Masjid of Old
Delhi in 1237 A. D., one party “ passiny by the Fort
,of Nur,” the locality of which is wnknown, reached the gate
of the Mu'izzi, “ which resembled a mosque.” This occurred
in Oid Delhi, but the history ot the Ma'izzi Gate is unknown.
That it was called “ Mu'izzi ” may probably be lue to
one of two circumstances, viz. it was either a Hinda gate
in the possession of the < Mda'izzi nobles* or it
was built by them inth2 Ma'izzi quarter of the city.
The gate of “ Bhandar Kil” is also unknown, but it
probably stood in  the neighbourbood of the Red
Palace. and the Jam’a Musjid. It is related, that the party of
. Malik Hamid-uddin who suppressed Hdji Mauld’s rebellion
against ’Ala-uddin Khilji, *‘opened the Ghazni gate and
* went into the fort,” and after some skirmishing with the
sioters in the city, they entered the place at the gate of
. *Bbandar Kal.” This gate must have been built in the wall
common to the fort and the city.

The Bad4on Gate has guite a history of its own. [bn
3atuta calls it ** the principal gate,” and it has some claim to
that distinetion ; it  was reached by a populous street
seeupied by the cloth merchants of Oid Delhi In front of the
walls of this gate, “ holes were made for the inearceration
of offenders 7 avainst the law prohibiting the w.c of in-
‘oxicating drinks. In front of this cate 'Ala-uddin Khiiji
wice raised pyramids of skulls of the Mughals, whom he
aad routed in the plains ot Hauz Rani, that they might be
‘ a warning and spectacle to future generations,” It was also
at the Badaon Gate, that, when he had eschewed the use of
wiae, ‘Ala-uddin destroyed his banqueting cups and jars of

* The nebleg of the Court of Sultan Mvu'izz-uddin Muhammad, also called
Shah4b-uddfp Gherd, are known to Mubammadan historiags as the “ Mu'izzt nobles,”

+ “The plain of Hauz Réni ” has been the scene of the most dreadful acts of
revenge recorded in 2 history abounding in royal recrimination. Muzhals, rebels
and ¥ heretics” were bere massacred in cold Llood ;  * either cast under the feet
of elephants,” “cut in two by the fierce Turks,” or “ met their deathat the hands
of the flayers, beiug skinaed from head to fool."—Tubugdi-i- Nasirt,

{ ‘
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wine, ‘“go that the ground was muddy as in the rainy season.”
The Badion (Gate was also the scene of contention between
rival factions, of deadly contest between forsign enemies and
the kings of Delhi; and the grand entrance for the processions
of Kings and foreign ambassadors. From the time of the
abandonnment of Qil'ah Rd1 Pithora as the capital of the Della
empire, we trace the decline and eventual disappearance of this
historical gate.

Of the other gates we simply have the names. The
gate of llauz Khds s seldom mentioned ; the Baghddd Gate
oceurs oltener 1u history, bat itis best known as the spot
whre Sube Thralim Lodi pout up a brazen buil which he had
brought from Gwalior, but its site eannot be identified.

The cireuit of Rai Pithora’s Qil'ah and his walled city is
very nearly five miles. Prince Timér describes  Old
Dethi a3 having ten gates, “some  openiny to the
exterior, and some lowards the interior of the city,” 4, ¢, of
Jahdnpandh, Yazdi, in his Za arndmah, gives eighteen gates
to Old’ Delli, five of which opened into Jahdnpanah, General
Cunningliam adopts Timdr’s account, but there is no reason
for woniler that in the present state of the walls of Pithora’s
fort we are unable t0 truce the sites of the ten gates,
By fullowing the course of the walls of the city described
by me, the reader wiil discover the ruius of ten gates, though
in the case of the gaps on the north-castern wall, or in that
portion of it that was common to Old Delhi and Jahanpandh,
the discuvery is a matter of difficulty.

In the year 1191 A. D. Rai Pithora’s capital submitted
to the Mulamumadans, and o the banks of the Ghaggar fell the
gallant Chohan Prince, with the whole of his chivalry ;
Quib-uddin  Aibek was the first Mubammadan King of
Delhi who made it “his residence and capital,” and the
Foit of Liai Pithora continued the place of enthronement
of the Kings of Delhi and the capital of the Delhi empire till
the foundation of Koshak L4l 1n Kilokher by Jaldl-uddin
Firoz Shah Khilji, when the city of Pithora was called Fursns
Deihi, und the aity of Jalal-uddin was known as Naid Sbahr.

Within this circuit of five miles will be found some of
the most remarkable memorials of Delhi ** here stands the

M:m Old Delbi, propeily so called, is the old ¢ity built by the idolators.”—Zbn

|
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Iron Pillar which still vexes the minds of our antiquarians;
here also stood the temples of Hindu Kings which were des-
troyed by the Mubammadans to tarnish the materials for
their Mosque ; here also was the capital of the early Muharo-
madan Kings of Delbi, and the renowned palace  of
Qutb-uddin Aibek, where six of his successors ~ weré en-
throned. To this locality also belongs the famous Qutb
Minir, which bears testimony to the wnbition of Muham-
madan warriors, and the skill of Hindu workmen. The
memories of great atrocities, of great treachery ;of kings
inaprisoned, deposed and asassinated ; of ministers mur-
deredd in opun court 5 of mussacres, pillage, aund fire, are
associated with the name of Uld Delhi,

Kasr Safed —In the yvear 1205 A. D. about sixteen
years after the death of Rdi Pithora, Qutb-u.ldin Aibek built
a palace 1n thiz fort, which is known to history as Aasr Safed*®
Nothing now remains of this once famous roval residence,
not even a guess can safely be made as to its probable
site Mahik Bakbtivar Khil)i, a Deatenant of Shahab-uddin
Ghorf uud the conqueror of  Bengal, fonght an elephant in
the ground- of this palice ; within its walds were enthroned
the greatest of the'Slwve kings, Sultan Shans-uddin Altamsh,
his grandson  Nasr-uddin  Mahwidd Shdl, the illustri-
ous Balban and others mure or less known to famne.  Jaldl-
widdin Firoz Shah  Khijli, who occupied the eity of
Kilokheri after the assassination of 13 founder, Kai-
Qubid, was brought to the Kasr Safel to be enthroned
“ according to the time-honoured customn of hiz predeces-
sors” avd his example was followed by his nephew and »ue-
cessor "Ala-uddin Khilji. According to Ferishta, Ndsr-uddfn
Mabmtd Shih received (1259 A. D.) the ambassador of
Haldku Khén in the palace of Aibek with great pomp and
ceremony. Muhammad Shih Tughlag ascended the throve of
Delhi at Tughlugabid, but forty days later he was re-en-
throned at the Kasr-Safed and ¢ sat on the throne of the old
Sultans.” The palace, however, was not altogother devoted
to such pageauts as enthronements and the reception of fo-
reign ambassadors ; it was occasionally used as a prison, and

* Ibu Batuta's Whits Palace, and I helieve it is the * M'izz Palace” o)f
Zinddin Barni, According to Batuta, the palace stoud™ close to the chief mosque.”
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not unirequently it was the scene of bloodshed : Malik
Ikhtiydr-uddin, the Wazir of Mu'izz-uddin Babrém Shah, was
murdered by “two inebriated Turks” at the instigation of
the king, in front of the royal seat in the audience hall of
Kasr Safed (1241 A. D)~ When the empire was in danger,
the king convened public mectings here and sermons
were preached in this place to exeite the populace
{o take arms against the enemy.* The successor of Bahriam
Sh4h was taken from his prison in this palace, and was en-
throned at Kushak Firozi by the title of Sultan ’Ala-uddin
Masaud Shah.

Kasr Safed lost its importance as a royal residence when
the Court was removed to Naid Shahr.

Kushak Firozi was evidently built by Shams-uddin
Altamsh ; it is deseribed as the ¢ chief royal palace,” and the
residence of Begam Raziyah's mother, the wife of Altamsh,*
As already stated, Sultan’Ala-uddin Mas'aid Shih was brought
here from Kasr Safed and enthroned as the successor of
Mu'izz-uddin Bahrim Shah (1239 A D.), and within its walls
Suitan Nasr-uddin Mahmid Shdh, the successor of *Ala-uddiu,
held his first court. The situation of this palace is not known ;
Mr. Beglar's excavation at the back of the Masjid Kuvvat-
ul-islém yielded several baskets full of green enamelled tiles
with Arabic inscription and ornaments, and he identifies these
ruins with those of Kashak Sabz, of which we shall speak
immediately, but as Ceneral Cunningham describes the tiles
as ‘‘unmistakeably blue, although they have a greenish
tinge,” it is not at all unlikely that the ruins belong to the
Kishak Firozi or the Turquoise Palace. °

—_—

Kushak Sabz —The Kiishak Sabz or Green Palace was
probably built not long after the Firozi Palace. The first
mention made of this Palace in history occurs in the reign of
Nasr-uddin Mahmid Shéh, son of \ltamsh, who ascended the
throne in the Kdshak Sabz, and subsequently received here the
ambassador of Haliku, when a street of soldiers, twenty deep
was formed from the village of Kilokheri to the door of thé

*  Tabagdi-i-Nasirs,
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palace. Both these oceurrences Ferishta places in Kasr
Safed {White Palace), but I prefer the more reliable authority
of Minh4j-us-Sirdj, the author of Zabagdt-i- Vasiri.

Half a century later, Rukn-uddin Ibrahim, the youngest
son of Sultan Jaldl-uddin Khilji, was raised to the throne
in the. Kushak Sabz, after the assassination of hLis father by
’Ald-uddin Khilji, the cousin of Rukn-uddin,

In later times, it was also used as a public place for the
reception of Amirs, and when Zifar Khan visited Khdn-i-
Jahdn at Old Delhi, in the reign of Firoz Shdh Turhlaq, he
was entertalned and lodged in this palace.

Chabutra Nasira.—Judyuing from its name, this terrate
was built by Sultan Nasr-uddin  Mahmiid Shih.

When Jaldl-uddin rose in open rebellion and fortified
himself at Bahdrpur, near XKilokheri, the infant son of
Kai Qubad was declared king of Delhi, and he held his court
here for a few months,

‘When 'Ald-uddin Khilji returned from the conquest of
Arangél, the spoils were displayed “on the terrace of Nasr-
uddin,” where the chiefs and nobles had assumbled, and “ the
Malik [’Ald-uddin] was duly honored.”  On that occasion, the
nobles also raised, “a black pavilionin the Nasira, for a durbar.”

These are about all the palaces which were erected within
the fort of R4i Pithora by the Mu'izzi, or the Slave kings of
Delhi. Of the palace of Humdytn, we know nothing beyond the
unimportant fact that it was built in the neizhbourhood of the
Baddon gate. Sometimes it is described as a palace in Jahdn-

andh, but as  several palaces were destroyed” in Old Delhi
when Timur sacked the place, itis mmpossible to say which, if
any, of those we have described was spared by the conqueror.®

Masjid Jama or Masjid Kuvvat-ul-islam.—We have
no authentic account of the temple of Rai Pithora, which wade
room for this Masjid, and tradition offers us nothing satis-
factory on the subject. We have vague descriptions of the

¢ Zafarnimahy twns 4
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" ndent of this temple with its rows of cloisters, thrée and
our. deep, surrounded by other buildings both lofty
-and roomy.

Immediately after the conquest of Delhi by Qutb-uddin
Aibek, the favorite lieutenant of Muhammad Ghori, he com-
menced building this mosque on the site of Rdi Pithora’s
temple which he had previously demolished. According to
Muhammadan historians who are followed by some European
authorities, Aibek is said to bave pulled down only the western
wall of the temple, where he built a mosque, and allowed the
rest of the temple o stand asit was. But General Cuuning-
bam conclusively establishes the facts thatthe superstructure
of the temple was pulled down, with the exception of a few
pillars to which reference shall be made later; that
the Masjid stands on the raised terrace or platform of the
temple which also marks its site, and that the lower portion
of the surrounding walls of this platform was the original un- -
disturbed work of the Hindus. The destruction of the Hindu
temples was so complete, that in the reign of Shams-uddin
Altamsh, practically the successor of Aibek, * not a vestige
of them was to be seen.”

The mosque of Kutb-uddin Aibek, as seen from outside,
is a sombre, heavy lovking square stone building. The
main entrance is an arched gateway in the centre of its
eastern wall ; seven heavy stone steps, entirely covered
by the arch of the gateway, take the visitor into the cloisters
of the mosque.t The outer eastern wall of the mosque is 147
feet long and is pierced with four windows.

The eastern gateway has a false horizontal arch recessed
on its outer face, the upper part of which is decorated
with engraved scrolls and other ornamental designs, and
on its lower face is the following important inscription :—

“This mosque was built by Qutb-uddin Aibek. May God's merey
be on him, and on him' who prays for a blessing on the faith of the
founder of this blessed [edifice].

* Zafarndmah,

+ Mr. Beglar's excavations show, that the ground level of these steps and
the walla of the Masjid is very different from what it was ; that the present steps
continue down below it till they terminate at a large stone platform,
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“Ju the name of God, the merciful and benevolent: he who entered
1t [mosque] has found salvation ; for [the favour of] God it is incumbent
on all men who have the means [to defray the expenses] of the road, to
make a pilgrimage to the House { Kdbah.] [For him] who has disbelieved
fthis command], there is no doubt that God is independent of
[all that he has] created.

“This fort was conquered, and this Masjid-i-Jam’a was built on the
date, the months of the year 5387 [Hijri], by the Amir of high dignity,
meat und glorious, the axis of wealth and faith, the Amir of Amirs, the
SBultan Aibek. May God give honor to his allies * He made [use of] twice
a thousand times a thousand diliwals [the property of] the idols of 27
temples* in the construction of this mosque.  God, the great “and the
glorious, have mercy on him, and on him who invokes a blessing on the
faith of the builder of this noble edifice,”4

The eastern wall of the mosque has a plinth of 44 feet ;
two walls about 12 feet long, standing out at right angles to
the main wall, contain the steps which lead into the mosque,
and act as supports of the arched gateway. The gate itself is
about eleven feet wide, but not lofty. Oun entering the mosque,
the visitor finds himself under a small dome ; to his right and
his left are rows of pillars and in front a court yard -once
completely and now more than hLalf enclosed by pillared
cloisters—142 long and 108 feet wide. The dome is curiously
formied by stones projecting over one another, all fixed by a
stone on the top ; it springs from an octagou resting on a square
supported by pillars m groups of fours; these piliars are thir-
teen feet high, twoand a half feet wide at the base, and one and
a half feet 1n the shaft § The cutward appearance of the doine
is conical.

On the spectator’s right, there are four rows of pillars
extending to the nortlhern and svuthera extremities of the

v’ # Ibn Batata dates the coaguest of Delli in 524 Hijrf on the anthority of
this inseription : ** 1 re.ol the same dute upon the Wehrib of the great mosque of
the vity,” evidently a mistake.

t Accordmg to General Cunningham  who agrees with Mr. Felwurd Thomas,
these temles must have cost £4000 each, in all £10%006; a dilinal being equal to
ene fiftieth purt of a rupee.

1 Fergnsson, writing on the construc:ion of the cloisters of the mosque by a
re-arrangement of the pillars of Rii Pithora’s temple, remorks : “ [t may be ueces-
sary to explain that there would he no difficulty in taking down ;m:lv re-build-
iug these erections, because the joints cf the pillars are all fitted with the precizion
that Hinde paticnce alone cowld give. Each compartment of the roof is com-

ed of nine stones—four architraves, four ancular and one central slab, all
so exactly fitted, and so independent of cement, as esily to he taken down and put
up again. The same is true of the domes, all which beinz houestly and fairly

fitted, would suffer ne damage from the process of removal.” History of Archatecture,
Vol IL, p. 638.



42 MASJID JAM’A OR MASJID EUVVAT-UL-ISLAM.

wall ; on the two extremities are galleries; the first row
consisting of seven  pillars stands right against the
wall ; the second row 1~ about six feet from the
first and consists of six piliars ; the third row is at the same
distance from the second and also consists of six pillars,
while the fourth stands on the court yard, about five feet
from the third and consists of seven pillars. These pillars
and the pillars on the left of the dome, are most elaborately
ornamented ; some of the capitals are embellished with human
figures which spring at the waist from the piller, and are
covered with bracelets, armlets and chains, The shafts
are tastefully decorated with cable and link chains which
either terminate in bell or tassel-rosettes ; chaplets and gar-
lands are also profusely used in  ornameuting the shafts and
the bands of the pillars. On each corner of the eastern
cloister, there is a gallery about 20 feet square, under
domes similar in form and construction to the dome on
the eastern gateway; steps in the wall of the mosque lead
to the galleries. The dowme of the gallery springs from an
octagon, which rests on a square supported by eight pillars,
four corner and four middle pillars; there 1s a ninth
pillar in the south-eastern gallery which 1isused as a
prop. The dome is 1n the centre of the gallery, and round the
illars which support it there is an open space six feet wide.

he eastern aLd southern sides of this gallery are formed
by the eastern and southern walls of the mosque, pierced
with narrow windows ; the remaming sides are formed by
sall pillars about half the size of the cloister pillars ; the
Hoor of the gallery rests on similar pillars on the ground floor.
These pillars are wore or less ornamented. A peculiarity worth
remarking here, and which proves beyond all doubt that the
superstructure of the Hindu temple was demolished, is tHe
presence 1n these galieries of capitals projecting from the side
walls without anysupporting pillars. Inthe north-eastern gallery,
there are quite as many as six such capitals ; there are also in
some of the roofing slabs of these galleries represeutations
of Buddhas which would never have been tolerated in 2
temple dedicated to Vishnu, This description of the south-

eastern gallery would apply to the gailery on the north-eastern
corner.

Starting from the north-eastern corner of this cloister
we enter the northern cloister, which also forms the northen;
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boundary of the courtyard. Tn thiscloister there are only three
rows of pillars instend of o 17, nor are the pillars in the same
state of preservation as those in the eastern cloister. The colon-
nade consists of forty-nine pillars, seventeen of which are built
against the wall—which I shall call the first row-—the second
row consists of scventeen pillars and is about seven feet
from the first, while the third, which stands on the court yard,
consists of fifteen piilars, and is about eight feet from the second.
In the middle of the northern cloister there is a conical dome,
smaller than the domes on the eastern gateway and the gal-
leries already described. In front of this dome is the north

te of the mosque, and on either side of it the wall is pierced
with three large windows ; the gate is reached by two stone
steps. In some respects the northern gate way is similar to that
on the east ; its arch however has suffered more from the
effects of time and on the recessed surface of its face is the

following inscription :-—

“Tn the name of God, the merciful and the benevolent. God invites
[you] to heaven ; he directs whomaver he pleases on the firm path [of
faith]. In the months of the year |5] 92 Hijri, this building was com-
menced by the high command of the great king, great in the world and
in faith, Muhammad Bin Saw, ally of the Amic-ul-Momenin.'*

As I have already remarked, neither the northern wall nor
the northern cloister is complete ; there is & gap of about
thirty feet in the north-western end of this wall, and the ruins
of the north-western gallery, in the north-western corner of

the clotster, are still in existence.
The southern cloister, which is also the southern bound-

ary of the court of the mosque, is even less complete ;
on its south-eastern end there i1s about sixty feet of wall,
with a colomnade of fitteen pillars still standing. These
pillars have neither the finish nor the ornaments of those in
the other two cloisters. Of the fifteen pillars, six stand

against the wall; a second row of five pillars stand

#* Title of the Khalifahs of Baghdad.

+ This colonuade aud its back wall were, © with a strange want of diserimi«
pation, reconstructed” by Major R. Smith, the then Executive Engineer of Irethi, who
used the pillars of Altamsl's  “ extension,” in front of the‘ eastern gate of the
Mosque, for the purpose, Mr. Camplell, late Executive Engineer of Delhi, remarke,
that even the windows of Qutb-uddin’s work did not escape " re-arrangement at the

same time.”
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about eight feet from the first, and about the same distance
from the second are the four pillars of the third row. The
south-western gallery and the domes of this cloister have
disappeared altogether.

In the middle of the southern side of the mosque, and
at about the end of what now remains of its walls, is the
southern gate of the mosque, corresponding to the gate on
the northern side ; seven stone steps lead into the court-yard on
this side. The windows on the south-eastern side of the gate
are in existence, those on the south-western side have dis-
appeared with the wall.®

1 believe there was another gate in the western ex-
tremity of this wall ; five broken steps still mark 1ts site.

On the west of the court-vard are five lofty arches, but
I shall speak of them in the order of time n which they
were built ; behind these arches was © the hall of worship " —
the mosque of Qutb-uddin Aibek. Tins hall was bult in
the fashion of the other cluisters ; 1t had a dome 1n the
centre, corresponding to the dome on the eustern gateway, but
there was no entrance to the mosque through its back wall,
which contained the three hivh arched niches which con-
stituted the mosque.t ‘The hall of the mosque was 147 teet
long and 40 feet wide, and its voof was supported on five
rows of the tallest and finest of the Hindu pillars,

The mosque 18 now a complete ruin. Partly behind
the mnorthern pler of the middle arch of Qutb-uddin
Aibek’s  magnificent arches, just referred to, and
partly behind its southern pier, stand the only pillars
left of the mosque. OFf the first group there are
twelve pillars i four rows; the capitals and shafts
of these pillars are gorgeously ornamented —there is
only one pillar here thut has a clean square shaft—
some of them still wsupport projecting  half-broken

stone beams, evidently the remains of roofs now no -

more, but portions of the roofing are still seen in two

*  Br. Beglur’s excavations under the southern

/ 3 : gate of the mosque disclosed
the bases of pillars resting on » platforiu at the sawe level as the platform discover-
ed under the steps of the eastern gate,

+ Nawab Ziaudifu of Lohartt mentions five arches, I have been able to
trace only three,
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places. The second group of pillars stands behind the
second pier of the ccutral arch, in four rows; they are ten
In number ; almost in the same state of preservation as the
pillars behind the northern pier.  According to General
Cunningham, these pillars were not disturbed when Aibek
built his mosque, and it i3 necessary to notice here a fact, to
which reference will be made hereafter, that on onc of these
pillars oceurs the following tmportant inscription: < In the
time of Fazl Ibn Abal Ma'dh 3uta walf.”

About a third of the westorn wall of the mosque towards
the north is still visible ; that towards thesouth 1sgone. In the
centre of this wall were tie avched niches the remains of two
of which may vet bese g thelnseot the centre niche, which
is also the eentre of the wall) 1s ~till above the level of the
eround, the rest has fallen dywn @ the niche to 1ts north is stidl
entire, but that to the south nolonger exists. About half of the
northern wall i =till above the eroond ; it is a continuation of
the wall of the northern eloister, but it does notmeet the western
wall ; of the southern wall nothing is visible,  About thirty
foet from the mosque stands the Tron Pillar—probably as it
stood whei the Mospue was built.  There wre four graves in
the court-yard of the mosyne, with high masonry plinths and
the usual bier-like masonry sarcophagus.  The mosque, as 1t
will be seen, was approached through a eloistered court.®

The description of the Masjid Kuvvat-ul-islim as
it existed in 392 Hijri 1s now eomplete ; those magnificent
arches, so out of place where they stand, were built later.

% Degeribing the moine a~it stoond jn the time of .-\iln-k-——l"ul';_nl}:-\rs‘II remat ks :
# Tt is w0 purely Jainu, that it shonbd have been nennienel in ~peaking of th:{.t
shale. ... The pillis e of the sane order as t":n-e unn»:! on Mount Abag,
exeept that thoze at Delhit e mnsde viche aml e eldbomiae, They belons pro-
tably to the 11th or 1zth cerauee, aued are ey the few specimens to be found
in Iudin that seem 1o be over-lonled wita I-!'||.ln|-_‘|}t~—[hul‘t"lh i qum;_{ one 111ch of
plain smface from the capital to the buse Hetorpof  drekiterture. Vol 1L
G35 Further on, the same anthorty  observes: * The history of this
as told in it3 comstruction, s ws curans as any thine abont it It seems that
Iv istinet plea that pointed arches were the
true form for architectura openmos; Lt Temy without science sitficient to con-
atruct them, they left the Himdn architect« atd Lnilders whom they E}'}i"“"‘f‘l to
follow thelt vwn devices s to the wods of varyjug ont the form, The Hiudus
had up to this time mever built nrhies—vov Jid “they for ceuturies afterwards
Accortlingly, they proeeded to males the pormt-d opeuning on the e prineiple upon
which théy built theiv dowes.  They vuried theucap in J viz mtal conTses a3 far
a~ they could, and then elused them by long slubs meetng ot the top."—flistory of
drchatecture, Vol 11, p. o0,

P
mosque,
the Afghan econquerors had a tolerah
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The floor of the court-yard is bigher than that of the cloisters ;
as regards the level of the floor of the mosque, there appears
to be a fall of about eight inches per hundred feet, from the
western wall—which 1s its highest position—to the eastern
wall-—which is its lowest—thus making a total of about
seventeen inches from end to end.

When Qutb-uddin Aibek returned from Ghazni, which
he had visited at the request of his Sovereign, Muham-
mad Ghori, he built the superb arches which stand in
front of the mosque.* The wall of these arches is eight
feet deep, and may be divided into three parts : a lofty centre
wall and a smaller wall on either sideof it. The wall of the cen-
tre arch is about 53 feet high and 31 feet wide, and when all the
smaller arches were in existence, each of the wing walls was
about 25 feet high and 35 feet wide. This wall was pierced
by a line of five arches *“without the least trace of
any intention to construct a vault or roof of any
sort. Indeed, a roof is by no means an essential part
of a mosque; a wall facing Mecca is all that s
required, and in India is frequently all that is built, though
an enclosure is often added in front to protect the worship-
pers from interruption.”t The arches are built with red
and yellow sand stone, the latter colour predominating ;
they are slightly ogee in shape. The centre arch is 43 feet

+high, and 22 feet wide; of the four side arches only
three are now standing ; viz., two on the north and one on the
south of the centre arch ; they are about 24 feet high, those
tmediately on either side of the  centre arch are 114
feet, and the off onesare 10 feet wide. The piers of the
centre arch are 93 feet square ; of those immediately on its
right and left are § feet square, and of the further ones are
oblongs of 8 feet by 5.

These arches have no niches in their piers, the supports
are left uncut; there are no impostst and the engraved
ornamentations are exiremely pretty. The first band consists
of verses from the Qurdn, and is of the shape of the arch,
the rest are square bands which run over the three

* Fergusson calls these arches “the glory of th Y- Hi .
tecture. Vol. 11, p. 640, gory Fresane wtory of Arehi
14;: I‘i’{i‘aﬁry of Architecture, Vol, 1L, p. 649.
‘ The irapost to the centremost [arch] is an addition of Captai ickhams,
It should be removed.”—Campbell's * ¥otes,” plain Wick
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sides of the walls and are covered with scrolls of fancy
designs, and precepts from the Qurdin. The spandrels are
covered with elaborately encraved ornaments. These arches
were finished in the year 594 Hijri, and on the left pier of
the centre arch, ahout § feet from the ground, the date is
given, as the “20th Zikdd, th. year 594" (1197 A. D.) It
was the last work of Qutub-uddin in connection with this
mosque,

Besides the ornaments cn the arches and the pillars, the
walls of the mosque were covered with flowers and
precepts from the Quran, to conceal Hindu decorations,
* When the mosque was completed,” writes Amir Khusrau,
“flowers and extracts from the Qurdn had been either engraved
on stone or written in plaster.” The plaster has disappeared
and the objectionable figures which the crescentaders did
s0 much to conceal are once more exposed to the hght of the
day ; it is only on well-sheltered spots that itis possible for
us to discover the plaster which once concealed these

beautiful sculptures.

There are several narrow slabs of stones 1n the walls
and the roof of the mosque which represent scenes in the life
of the infant Krishna, and the Council of gods. The best
preserved of these memorials are the two noticed by General
Cunningham, and which refer to the former of the two subjects :
that on the northern outer wailof the mosque represents
two rooms with a half opened door between them. In each
room thers is a female lying on a couch with a child by her
side, a canopy over her head and an attendant at her feet ; in
the left hand room twe females are seen carrying children
towards the door. In the right hand room two other females
are carrying children towards the principal figure in the room.
On the stone in the north-ea:tern angle of the corridor, and
close to one of the windows in the north-eastern gallery, there
are six figures : Vishnu, Indra, Brahma, Siva and two others
which have not been recognised.  There are several figures
of seated Buddha in the two galleries, some of them in very

good condition.

General Cunningham reckons the decorated pillarsin the
cloisters around the Iron Pillar at 310, but when the clois-
ters-were complete there must have been 430 such pillars ; of
the plainer pillars, General Cunningham counted 376, and
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believes that to complete the cloisters the builders must
have required 1200 more.*

The following instructive and elaborate description of
the pillars is faken from General Cunningham’s Adrehaological
Reports :

“ A curious confirmation of the average size of those temples has been
afforded by a discovery which I first made in 1853, and which I completed
during the present year 1863. In the south-east corner of the cloisters of
the Great Mosque, the pillars, with bases and capitals complete, are nearly
all of one style and size, and quite different from the other columrs,
Now, the bases, shafts and capitals of these pillars are numbered, the
highest number discovered being 19. 1 found 15 numbered shafts,
of which No. 13isin the norih cloister, far away from its fellows.
Ifourd also 13 numbered bases and 7 numbered capitals; but
only in one instance, that of No. 10, do the numbers of base, shaft and
capital, as they now stand, agree, Here, then, we have a direct and
convincing proof that these particular pillars have all been re-arranged.
The total number of shafts discovered was only 15 but they were alt
numbered. Of the bases I discovered 19 of which 4 were square and
15 had the angles recessed like all the shafts, Of the capitals, all of
one uniform pattern, I found 20, 0f which one was inscribed with the
No. 19. From all these facts, I conclude with a probability amounting
almost to certainty, that the temple from which these pillars were
obtained consisted of 20 columns only. On No., 12 shaft there is the
word kachal in Nagari letters on one face, with the date ot 1124 on
another face, which, referred to Vikram4ditya Sumwat, is equivalent to
A.D. 1067, at which time Anang Pal IT, the founder of Llkot, was
reigning in Dilli,

But the mason’s marks on the stones of this temple were not con-
fined to the pillars, as I discovered them on no less than 13 different

rtions of its entablature. These marks are more than usually detailed
ut unfortunately, in spite of their length and apparent clearness, I am
still unable to make them out completely.

The marks are the following :

A Chapa Vide 3. Upper vida (2) No. 3.
B. , , 4 » (2 No. 4
C. Pachuki 4 Rear (1) No. 4.

* 'The following are the distinguishing features of uth- thek’ :
the domes, the fat roofs, the lintels, and t}i pillars in th? c]éi;;ggstgé ‘:Ta.lc‘l: ;ﬁ:di
and yellowish sandstone ; the piflars differ in height and thickness, in the pumber
of parts of which they are compose {, and in their orcamentations, The order i
which the pillars are arranged, aluo indicate the i osion of

. k o+ N
the remains of older buildings, See Campbell’;\‘?? r_a(;:leg’} P W0 2 new design of
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Pachchhim Ra 3, A—(ye ¥} West side No. 3, front (7)
Roki pachelhe ,, ,, back.
Rake 6, » » No. 8 back.

1

D. Pidchuki 5. Pachhim Rear (?) Nu. 5 west,
E. Vi Chaothe Vida (3) fourth.

F. Vi panchamu Vida (1) fifth.

G. Prathama Ddishen First Architrave,
H. Pachchhim Raki Ddshen West side

K. Purab Prothama East first.

L. Purab3 East No, 3.

M.

N.

Q.

”

There is a peculiarity about the numbers of the pillars which is
worthy of note. Each cyoher is proceded by the inital letter of the
word for that number. Tuus 3 is precaded by ¢4 for tin, 10 by da for
das, and 16 by so for so/t'. Ta2sunz style of marking would appear
to have been used for a second temple, as I found a pillar of another,
pattern with the anmber du 2, and a pilaster of the same kind with 4 19.
Sixteen bases of the first pitlar have recessed angles, and four are plain
squares, In this case the tewple would have had 4 pillars (probably
an outer row) of oue pattern, and 16 of anvther kind, but ali of the

same height.
The dimensions of these inscribed pillars are as follows:—

ft. in. f in.

. Upper member, with brackets... 0 10
Capital { Lower ditto .. 06
1 4
Shaft-— 4 11}
{ Upper portion ornamented i 21
Base ... { Lower ,,  plain .. 09
1 114

Total height... 8 8% ”

ar—————

The Extensions of Altamsh consist of an addition
of two wings to the arches of Qutb-uddin Aibek, and
pew cloistered courts on the eastern, northern and southern
sides of the mosque. Altamsh gxtend_ed the western
wall of the mosque about 115 feet on either side, thus making
the whole length of the wall about 380 feet; of this
extension very little now remains, On the north-western angle

¢ Archeological Reports, Vol 1, p. 178,
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of Qutb-uddin’s mosque, about fifty feet of Altamsh’s
wall is still standing, and about twenty feet more 18 In ruin ;
the rest of the walls on this side can only be traced
by its foundation under ground.  The northern cloister was
about 280 feet long, and may now be traced under the level
of the ground with great difficulty, The southern wall, also
about 280 feet long, is, with a short gap, in a fair state of
preservation. At the south-western corner of the Altamsh
extension of the mosque there is & gap of about 70 feet, but
here the foundation of the wall may be easily traced. At the
end of this gap, the back wall of the court-yard is in ruin
for about thirty feet, but a colonnade of three rows of pillars
which terminates at a gate, corresponding to the southern
gate of the mosque, is still in existence. The arch of this gate
18 down, but the jambs are still standing and the pillars are
juixteen feet high ; there are five double pillars on the line
“ where the wall once stood, and this I call the first row ; the
second row of seven pillars, stands about six feet from the
first, and a third row of seven pillars stands at
the same distance from the second. Groups of four pillars
support a flat roof formed with over-lapping stones.
From the gate, where the colonnade was interrupted, there is
a wall about 100 feet long, extending to the gate-way of ’Ala-
uddin Khilji, but for about twenty feet of the wall the pillars
have disappeared. The height of the pillars, their
distances from one another, and the construction of the roofing
are similar to those of the colonnade already described ; the
pillars stand as before, in three rows ; there are fourteen pillars
against the wall, sixteen in the second row, and fifteen in the
third. There are seven lofty windows in this wall, the first five
of which arc roughly finished and without any screen ; the
remaimng two are larger in size, and covered with red
stone screens of lattice work like the windows of the ’Alai
gateway. Within ten feet of the pillars in front of the last
of the smaller windows, stands the magnificent Minir of
Qutb-uddin Aibek. It is generally believed that the
extension of Altamsh did not go beyond the Mindr and
that- the two larger windows in the wall are the work of
‘Ala-uddin - Khil)i, T am, however, of opinion that
although there'is hardly any doubt that these windows were
built by Ala-uddin, that the square of Altamsh's extension is
com!:rleted by ecarrying the line of the southern wall to
the *Alaf gate. 1t 1s not unlikely that *Ala-uddin built his
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windows after pulling downa portion of the southern col
of Altamsh, ° P 5 ern colonnade

Leaving the ’Alai Gate to our right, and turning dus
north, we walk over the buried ruins of Altamsh’s eastern
clf_)laters, till we arrive at the Eastern Gate of the mosque of
Aibek whichis at a distance of fully200 feet from the ’Alai Gate.
About thirty feet from the Eastern Gate ave the only remains of
the eastern colonnade of Altamsh. This colonnade consits of 34
plllars.of which 19 are standing, and 15 are down ; the pillars
stand in four rows: the first, which consists of nie pillars,
stands on the road between the mosque and the eolonnade ;
there are eleven pillavs in the second row, eloven In the third,
and only three in the fourth. The pillars are about
six feet apart ; and the roof, where it dues exist, 1s 10 every
respect like the roof of the southern colonnade. Beyond this
colonnade there is nothing to mark the line of Altamsh’s

eastern cloister.®

Altamsh, as has been already remarked, not only added
cloistered courts to the mosgue, but also extended the arches of
Qutb-uddin Aibek. The new arches, though lofiier than those
of Aibek, stand on alower level ; their piers have arched
niches, and the jambs are cut into octagons and baltusters ;
the arch springs from one of these latter, which does duty as
impost and 13 pointed in the head, while the orna-
ment is later in date and more elaborate.  Detween
Qutb-uddin’s arches and those of Altamsh, there 1s a
passage about eight feet wide. Altamsh built three arches on
either side of those of Aibek's. The first arch of the exten-
sion on the north is still in existence, the top ornumenis are
gone but the arch is entire, and is about 26 fret high
nd 13 feet wide ; the southern pier of this arch Is
-“out 6 feet deep and 4 feet broad ; its nortbern picr,

evh, Is about 134
ot wide ; the centre avch is 244 fect wide, but enly twolofty
‘ors do work for what must luve been a magnificent archway ;

‘he third arch on this line of extension is gone.

The southern extension of Qutb-uddin’s ar
ruin; the near small arch as well us the centre

ches is also in
arch, are only

#  After a careful examination of these pillaxs, T auw of 3Ir, Canrplell's opinion

tLat they are standing & siu
e T8 £

o
3 .y P‘;
T T A
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indicated by their piers; the extreme southern arch retains
1ts original appearance, but the arch is formed by a thin slab
of sand stone which threatens to cowne down ; and it seems
almost a wonder that the fute which has overtaken the other
two arches has spared the third so long.*

The extensions of ’Ala-uddin Khilji —Tn tl\é year
695 A.H. (1295 A, D.), Sultan "Ala-uddin Kbhilji ascended the
throne of Delhi, after the murder of his uncle Jalal-uddin
Firozshil, the founder of the Khilji dynasty. He then pro-
Jected a further extension of the Masjid by adding to it, what
Amir Khusrau calls, “the fourth part.” Of this addition,
magnificent alike in its extent as in its finish, very little remains,
but that little justifies the praise lavished on it by the courtly
poet, Khusran, The few pillars that still stand in the south
tastern wall of this extension will not appear remarkable to
those who have been previously accustomed to the cloisters of
Aibek and Altamsh, but the magnificent gateway of ’Ala-uddia
would have perpetuated his menory as the yreat royal bulder f
even if he had not added anotler stone to the mosque.

To complete ’Alanddin’s extension, we have, instead of
turning (o the north from the south-eastern extremity of
Altansh’s eastern colonmade, to proceed due south and at right
angles to its eastern wall. {The line of the pilars of Altamsh
Is slightly difitrent from that of the piilars of *Ala-uddin,
and the pillars themszelves are of different pattern. We now
pass the famous "Alai Clate, but the pillars which formed a
colounade in front of its inner door Lave disappeared ; for about
30 feet the ground here is perfectly clear ; at the eastern end of
this gap, the colonnade again begins and extends for about
120 feet from the 'Alai Gate to tle end of the second
“extension of the clvistered courts of the Mosque.,” The
wall of this colonnade is picreed by four doors and
three lofty windows, the latter covered with red sandstone
screens of latlice work., Twelve pillars stand against the
wall of the covered colonnade, fitteen in the second and

- .
lition to the Quyvat-ul-i-Iin,
I3 work, for which I am in-

* Having finished my dlescription of Altum s e
(Ii ]ll)a:(ti a few remurks to vffer on the pecalinritiea of h
ebted to Mr. Camplell’s ~ Vete s "—the pillars of the colonnades
! ) o adles L) -
stone, they are of ditferent heights, no order iy olse) ved in the r.llis:!:uu.ge l():t:i!;g
thein ; and these vary as they do in the clobxers of Ajhek. The pillus, like those
of the mosque, belonged to olider Luildings, Lut they were evidently wot drawn from

the same source. The orumnent of the arc i i H
. ; . : i Arcues e richer in g ;
elaburate iz execution than those of A ibek’s, esigh and more
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eleven in the third row; the distances of these ptilars from one
another and the roof theysupport,aresimilarto those in the south-
erncolonnade of Altamsh. Having reached the soutl-eastern
corner of *Ala-uddin’s extension, we turn due north to trace its

eastern side ; here we follow the colonnade forabout 20 feet,

and then lose it altogether whence it can only be scen as

detathed mounds of ruin, The eastern eolonnade, or rather so
much of it as is still extant, consizts of only eleven pillars ;

four standing against the wall, four in the second row and

three in the thind, with a Jdoor 1n the southern corner of the

twenty feet wall. Liecent excavations leave no doubt in my

nind  that "Ala-uddin’s  additions to the mosque extended

much beyond the northern extension of Altamsh ; that he

included his unfinished Minar in this addition, and enclosed

the mosque in a cloistered court 700 feet long and 100 feet

wide. He nearly doubled the leneth of the mosyue atier

Altamsh’s extensions, and added abeut balf as much ground”
to its breadth,

The mosque of Qutb-uddin was an oblong with the
long sides on the north and south ; Altamsh’s additions made
the mosque an oblong with its long sides on  the east and
west, a plan which was not altered by *Ala-uddin.

Amir Khusrau's deseription of “Ala-uddin’s  additions
to the Mosque is rather difficult to follow @ “Ilis majesty” says
Khnsrau © added a fourth part to the Magjid, which was buil
beyvond the three old gates and courts, with lofiy piflars, and
upon the surface of the stones e engraved verses of the Kuran
in such a manner as could not be dune even on wax ; ascending
so high that you woeuld think the Kuarin was going ap to heaven
and again descendiug, u another fine, su low that you would
think 1t was coming  down from heaven ;” he goes on to add
that the “ whole work was completed trom top to bottom.”
Of those lofiy pillars nothing remstins above ground.  Mr.
Thomas believes that these are the existing arches of the
mosque, but General Cunningham sacecssfully maintains that
the latter belong to the time of Quib-uddin and Altamnsh, and
althoush in my opinion General Cunningliam 1s hardly justified
in his remark that Amir Khusran must have referred to the
engraved lines of Tughra on the “Alai Gate “ which aseend
and descend in thesune way as those on the great arches
ot the mosque,” I belicve that ’Ala-uddin’s ¢ eicht  arches”
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stood on the north of Altamsh’s northern colonnade. Mr.
Beglar's excavations on that side of the mosque have exposed the
remains ot walls of great thickness, which were a prolongation
of the western wall of Altamsh’s addition ; these walls are com-
pletely Lidden by the jungle, although in some places they
stand fully ten feet above the present ground level. The
foundation of six arch-ways have been discovered in
this™wall, and, for aught we know to the contrary, there
might have been eight arches in the wall, and the ruins appear
to me to belong to the arches to which Amir Khusrau refers
in his diseription. I must also notice here that a line,
drawn from the unfinished Mindr of ’Ala-uddin, would divide
the line of ’Ala-uddin’s arches as described by me into {wo
equal parts.*

The ’Alai Darwaza, or the Gate of ’Ala-uddin Khilji —
This superb domed gateway was built by ’Ala-uddin Khilji,
and is declared by General Cununingham to be “ the most beau-
tiful specimen ot Pathan architecture that 1 have seen,”
while Fergusson remarks, that it ¢ displays the Pathan
style at its period of greatest perfection when the Hindu
masons had learned to fit their exquisite style of decora-
tion to the forms of their foreign masters.” This gateway is
in the south cloister of 'Ala-uddin’s extension, a little beyond
the line of that of Altamsh’s, and was probably the city
gate of the mosque. The date of the building is given
on the eastern, western, and southern doors of the gateway:
¢ On the 15th day of Shavvdl, 710,” (A.D. 1310.) The
building is a square of 31} feet inside and 561 feet outside,
the walls being 11 feet thick; from the inner floor to the
domed ceiling, it is about 47 feet high. The mode in which

* Mr. Campbell, to whom I Lave already so often referred, thus distingnishes
the work of Altwash from thut of ’Ala-uddn ?iu the former the stone is disoloured
bgv age, and a plain course runs along the outer wall just below the sprivuing wall
of the window arches; in the latier the stone has 4 fresh look about it, and the
spricg course 18 omifted. The windows in the former are covered with lintels

Testing on corbels, 4 false horizontal arch being recessed on the centre face ; these
1:; ﬂl;; ;t;ﬁr, have regular arches with vuussoirs runuing through the whols thickness

Whilst Qutb-uddfn and Altamsh had to rely for the detal i

iﬂcdl t};elr copstrl'lu_ctmp to {:l[;ndu workmen, *Aln-wldin w:s iﬁ?;:iugiﬂmugl?l;g;,
it wax 1n J L i

N ) 13 zeign that the school of Muhammadan architecture aeguived more
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the square plan of the building is changed into an octagon
which supports the dome, ¢ is more simply elegant and ap;re-
priate,” says Fergusson “than any other C:axample I am
acquainted with in India ;> the corners are ornanented with
a series of arched niches which cut off the angles of the square.
On each side of the gateway there is a lofty door, but the
doors in the eastern and western sides of the building are
lower than those in its northern and southern sides.  On
the southern side the building has “s. plintl
ten feet high, with seven steps in the
into it. The door ways are most elaborate]y ornamented ;
each door is formed by a pointed horse shoe ar¢h, of which the
outer edge is panelled ; the inner edge, whith goes a few
inches deeper into the arch, is decorated with xtone spear
Leads ; the arch springs from slender ormamented pillus
with plain imposts. The outer face off the arch, us
well as the inner arch, wlieh is formed afreda recoss of four
inches, and the rectangular bands which endlos: the arched
doorways, bear inscriptions which in semu placey have been
injured” by time.* The whole face of the Pullding is clabo-
rately ornamented with delicate chisseling o which not the
least attvactive features arve the bands of fnsepiption. On each
side of the doorway there are two witidowsf about a thivd of
its size but of the same shape and style ; these windows are
covered with marble sereens of lattice work 3 the off windows
are a little smaller than the near ones and their lattice work is
closer and finer.  Above these windows, the'wail 1= decorated
with small ornamental false arches in panets, which froma dis-
tance have the appearance of small win-lows in groups of

s The following is the Euglish tr suslation of 1be 1mseription. on the dvors of
the gataway .
Of that on the western door :—

‘When the Almighty, great iz his grentness, anl exnited < hiz name, {wi-hed] to
revive the observances of Faith aul to raise the Lanpsrs of the Dovine Law, [he}
elected [for that purpuse] the Lord of the world ;o that the foanlation of e fath
of Mubammad may be sirengthened [wore arrd more] every momeni, sl that every
moment the fonnda on of the law of Abmad neay get frunve and T ] i For
the perpetuation of his kingdom and uf lusl LOTEermment {th_c Ltng] bandil - s jids for
worship, accorling to the commizud of bim why aloue is the Lreserver @ verdy,
he builds Gods Masjids, whs koows lum ... Abil Muzdiar Mulianinad
Shak Sultan, right arn of the Khelifat, ally of the Awir-ul-Museniy, Juay Gud

rpetuste his kingdom to the day of Tiesurrectivn. [that he muayjexalt the
foundation of the Masjids of Islam, and preserve Liw Lng. {ﬂut_he nay] =pread
ce [over the world] ! On the 15th of Shavvil in the year 71U & 1yri}. The
5?;41:; Hazrat, and the Lerd over Princes ; lke Lute Mastofa [in dizuiey] 1 e)
humbly subuiitting to the command of God ; the chosen by the wercy of the mereifal;

(@) One of the titles of Mubammad.
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fours, the two vertical arches of each group, being enclosed in
oblong marble bands. The rectangular bands of red sand-
stone and marble which enclose the arches of the windows,
and the small false arches above them, are covered with
verses from the Qurén and the Hadis of Muhammad artis-
tically engraved. The spandrel, as usual, is a mass of fret
work, wreaths and ornamental bosses in red sand-stone. The
upper portion of the sonthern face of the gateway was repaired
by Major Smith, but no attempt was made to restore the
stone ornaments. The interior walls of the gateway are pro-
fusely decorated with the most perfect specimens of elaborate
carvings ; the chequered patiern iz sunply elegant, or as
Fergusson calls it, “ of unrivalled excellence.” The large dome
is remarkably plain ; Fergusson considers it *“by no means

great in the world and in Faith ; the redresser of Islim and the Moslemin ; the giver
of honor to kings and princes ;¥ firm with the help of the merciful : Abil Muzaffar
Muhammad Shih Sultan, second Sekander {Alexander the Great] ; right arm of the
Khelifat, ally of the Amir-ul-Momen{n, may God perpetaate his kingdom : the
foundation of this auspicious [place] for the Supnath Jawé'sth was built by him.
* This Masjid, which is as familiar to the lips of mankind as the PBaith-pl-vr’amtr
a shrine in heaven:Lwith pare faith [which faith] is accordiog to the command
of God]; he of the exalted Presence; Lord over the kings of the world;
great in the world and in Faith ; king of land ... hel with the belp
of God: Abdl Muzafiar Muhammad Shih Sultap, the right arm of Khelifat,

ally of the Amfr-ul-Momenfn, may God preserve his kingdom to the day of
Faith [Reaurrection],

Of that on the Southern doorway :—

By the grace of the unequalled God, and with the help of the giver of this
eommand : verily the foundation of a mosquee i3 aid in piety. Gireat is his command
and his_prestige, countless are his justice and peace. Accordue to the Hadis
of him [_\lu]mmmn,d]]_ who was eommanded to, * tarn your face to the Masjid of
diguity” [the K'abah] Muhammad, the messenger of God, to him be greeting ; ag it is
said by him, “be who builds a mosque for God, God has built a similar house
for him in Paradise ;” he of the exalted Presence : Lord of the kinga of the
world ; Emperor, like Moges in <plendour, like Solotnon in dignity ; protector of the
commands of tire law of Muhammad ; helper of the observances of the rehigion of
Ahmad ; strengthener of the pulpits of place of learning and religion ; strengthener
of the rules of colleges and places of worship ; increaser of the founc’iationnof the
customns of Musalmins ; builler of the foundations of the faith of N'omgn [Abit
Hanifah] ; uprooter of the roots of evil doers ; the cutter of the branches of
the observances of infidels ; destroyer of the foundations of places of idolatry ,

aud the exalter of the foundations of the M jfid o :

of the manifestation . ... terror of inﬁdelaaspandf biif;?a.étoihe ofpl:;‘lcl':
Faithful : uprooter of evil doers from the face of the earth ; conqueror of
strong forts ; conqueror of eities with stron foundations ; (';onﬁ(ler in the
atrength of the merciful God : Abil Muzaffar Mahammad Shﬁh’Snltan the right
arm of Kheldfat ; revealer of the faith of God s ally of the Amip.uf.M n g{n
rﬁa{h(}[p;ih;ncr;af_e tiae ?Lmjl%wﬂoft]iia dignity on the heads of mank] oy of

'al urrection] ! [he] built thia Masjid, the i ’ i

the faith of men of piety; the place ofj aéaemblMﬁ?idh: ﬂfgl]? f:nﬁl;fl S:lh[;ts’ fullI:: f
the place of t.he’ resence of the souls of the Chief among the] pro ]fm ]e(n)ngeth,
15thof Bhavvil, the year 710 [Hijri]. In the anspicions reigl gf the ef;‘w?

* ’Ala-udd unig-uddin, suggesting the name of Sultan "Ala-uddig
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worthy ofthe substructure,” but its interior view is by no
means disagreeable, its plainness notwithstanding ; from outxide,
the dome looks rather low. The outer walls of the gateway
were crowned with a battlemonted parapet ; that on the
southern wall was removed during Major Smith’s repairs.

In 1827 when Major Burt visited the gateway, he
described it asin ““a state of dilapidation and destruction”
and prophesied that “none of it will stand ;" two years later it
was repaired by Major Sinith, as already stated.

2

Hazrat ; king of the Kings of the world; great in the world and in Faith ;
exalted by a victorious army : Abil Muzaffur  Mubmnmad Shik Sultan, right
arm of Khelifat | ally of the Amir-ul-Mowenin ; may God increase the shadow
of his kingdom on the Leads of maunkind to the day of Fuith [l{esunectinnjg
this mosque has this quality, that whoever has entered 1, bhus acqured
Salvation . . . this mosque the estent and the beight of which are as
well known as these of Buit-nl-Muokaddas [or] rather it is a second Bait-ul-
m'amur, the exaited Hazrat, the Lord; the ditfuser of grace and the giver of pleuty ;
helped with the help of she Kiny of Benevolence ; great in the world and in Faith ;
tha conqueror ; Abtl Muzaffar Mubammad Shih Sultan ; the ri shtarm of Kholafut ;
ally of the Amir-ul-Momeuin, may God preserve the shadow of his glory to the duy
of Faith | Resurrection] was built {Ly hiwm] with pure fuith aud good intentions,

On the Eastern doorway :—

The building of this noble house and the foundation of this eminent edifice
was in the reign and during the kiugship of the Lord of the Kings of the world ;
{a] king like Darius ; king of perfect jusiice; abonpding in beneveleuce ; emuperor fuil
of goodness, who has his orders obeyed : exalter of the pulpits of I-lim ; reviver
of the strengtlh of the commandments E)f God) ; builder of puipits woed of mwasjids for
worship ; exalier of the foundation of places of worship ; founder of the ritjes
for the guide [to Faith]; destrover of the ecotntries  of k- L.
the throne of royalty ; expounder of the laws of the Holy Wur; the elucilator
of the arguments of the Ijtehid ; aduomsiearor of  eountites .
Xiugs; exalter of the fomwlition of the arches of the pulpits of [2am
destrover of the foondations of the placeof worshen of Blls s fonneler of the ridles
of chai“it-y i the destrover of drinking-houses 1 King, comguer v of v onities ; sholow
of the mercy of Gud; helped with the lelp of Gud: Abdl Muzater Mubawm-
mad Shih Sultan, right art of Khelifat ; ally of the Am'r-ul-Mameoning may Gold

reserve his kivgdom [that he may continue] vo butkd Masjids, wn i help lns kKingdom
Eihat he may continue to] light up place- of worship ; and prosetve him [11] his
;ingdom, and his rule to the end of the world, as lons as this suret 18 Tead
in the world) : Pare is the Almighty who [made] Li< s rvant travel in oue uight
Erom the Sacred Masjid [Ka'bak] to the Masjud-ul-axsn [the Tem e of Jerasadem] !
.+ . By the order of the elect of the mercirnl, the Hactat ; connguerer
of ths conntriea of tie worll; Kwg hke Salomon ; oroag m the world apd
in ¥aith; redresser of Islam and the Mostemin; giver of looer to Kings
and Princes ; the collector of the foundatons of gowdnes . . . of
the infidels ; exalter of the arches and of pulpits, AL Muztfir Mabammad
Shah Sultas, right arm of Khelifat, ally of the Arir-ul-Momeniu. May God
preserve his Eingdom to the day of the Assembly [Resurectivn] [he] Luailt this
fawous Blasjid . . . this famous Juna dasjid . . . by order of the eleet
of the merciful the Hazrat ; the Sckandar { Alexander the Great] of his refgn and
of his time ; great in the world and in the faith ; King of the Kings of the world ;
companion of the moon . . . Abil Muzaffar Mubammad Shabh Sultan,
right arm of Khelafat ; manifester of mercy and justice, ally of the Amir-ul-

omenin,
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Qutb Minar.—The controversy which has for some time £
been carried on by two parties, one of whom ascribed this magni- |
ficent pillar to the Hindus and the other to the Mubammadans, }:#
may be said to have been brought to an end, and the better »%;
opinion is decidedly in favor of the Muhammadan origin of |;
the Mindr. General Cunningham’s arguments in favor of this | i
view of the question are unanswerable, but I am unwilling to ? 0
. reiterate them, as the general accord of opinion on the subject ;#

leaves mno necessity E}r such- a course. I am tempted, P&
however, to quote the remarks of Nawab Zia-uddin of Lahiru,
in a paper read fo the Archwological Society of Delbi about &
25 yearsago ; after adducing historical proofs in support of
the Muhammadan origin of the Mindr, he concludes : ¥ No
gtronger proof can be adduced, except the builder were to !
rise from the dead and attest his own work on ocath.”

This Minir is a tapering shaft, %feet and 1 inch high,
with a base diameter of 47 feet and 3 inches, and an upper
diameter of 9 feet, divided into five storeys or balconics and
decorated with ornamental bands.
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The base of the Minir-is a polyzon of 24 sides, each side l
measuring 6 six feet 1§ inches, standing on a plinth about 2 {eet -
from the ground, from which to the base of the dismantled cupola
of Firoz Shih Tughlag, the Mindr i3 323 fee inch bigh.
The bascmeut storey 1s 94 feet 11 lnches high ; it is built of fine
red sand stone and is a polyzon of 24 sides like the base ; the
faces of which are formed by alternate angular and semi-
cireular flutes, the shaft being decorated with six ornamental
bands,  Generzl Cunninglain happily remarks, that ©the
history of the Qutb Minar is written in its mscriptions.” The
lowest band which has been much injured by time and
“ignorant restoration,” I have carefully examined, but I
bave not been able to add to the information which Syud
Ahmed Khin has furnished on the subject, nor have I been

able to verify his reading. According to him the inseription
runs as follows :— -

“ Amir of Amirs, Commander-in-Chief, the glnri } tof
in the State, Qutb.” glorious, the Chie

The next band contains the name and praises of Mu-

* In repairing the bauds containing the inscriptions, much d; been -
done to the secord ; letters have been mispla or 3’alt»ered H iﬁ?}iﬁe ];T:cea the
eriginal letters have been badly imitated, and the sense has been Jeft doubifal. p

L
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hammad Bin Sdm, better known to history as Muhammad
Ghori :—

The great King ; the exalted Emperor; Master of the necks of the
people; Lord of the Kings of Arabia and Ajm;* sustaining the Kings
of the world ; great in the world and in faith ; the redresser of [slim and
the Moselmin; the Crown of Kings and Princes ; the spreader of justice
and peace in the two worlds ; the shadow of God from one corner [ of
the world ] to the other ; the shepherd of God's servants; the defender
of the countries of God ; the helped from the sky; the congueror of Dhis
enemies ; great among the conquering powers ; great among the people
of Light ; the firmament of the creed of the Pure ; the King of Jand and
water ; the refuge of the countries of the Farth, the revealer of the

lorious words of God : a second Alexander: Abil Muzaffar, Muhammad
in Bdm, ally of the Amir-ul-Momenin, may God perpetuate his reign
and his kingdom, and exalt Lis power and his prestige !

The third band contains a verse from the Qurdn ;
The fourth band contains the following inseription :—

The great King ; the exalted Emperor ; master of the necks of the
people; Lord of the Kings of Avabia and ’Ajm; King of the Kings of
the earth ; redresser of ihe world and faith ; a glory to Isldm and the
Moslemin ; reviver of justice in the world ; great among the conquering
powers ; the firmament of the creed of the Pure; yreat among the people
of Light ; bright star of Sovereignty ; spreader of peace and mercy in
both the worlds; shadow of God from onte corner [ of the world ] - to the
. other; defender of the countries of God ; shepherd of the servants of
God ; the refuge of the countries of the earth ; the revealer of the

glorious words of God: Abdl Muzaffar Mubammad Bin 84m;ally -

of the Amir-ul-Momenin, may God perpetuate his kingdom !

The fifth band contains the ninety-nine Arabic names
of the Almighty.

The sixth band contains some verses from the Qurin,

On the entrance doorway of this storey is the follow-
ing Inscription :—

The Prophet, on whom be God’s blessing and peace, says; He
who builds a mosque for God, God will build for him a similar
place in Paradise. This auspicious Mindr—of the Hazrat; King
of Kings; the sun of the world and of faith; ot [those who have
received] mercy and forgiveness; may God make his dust sacred ; may
Paradise be appointed his place of repnse—was injured, In the reign of
the great, the illustrious, and the exalted Sekandar Shéh, the son of

* Although generally translated aa Persia, the 'Ajm applies ta all countries not
included in Arabin,



60 . QUTB MINAR.

Bahlol 8hih, Sultan, may God perpetuate his reign and his kingdom,
and exalt his power and prestige, {and] [also] under the superintendence of
Fateh Khén, the son of Masnad Ali, Khevas Khdn, Jooa, the dome and
the breaches of the upper storeys which required repair were repaired,
on the new moon of Rabi-ul-sani, 909 [ 1503 A. D. ]

Near the doorway, there is also another inscription to
which I sball have hereafter to refer, and which has also
evidential importance in raference to the date of this portion of
the Mindr :

Fazl, son of Abal Ma'dli, was the Mutawali of this Mindr.®

The top of the basement storey is surmounted by a pro-
jecting gallery, encircling the tower, supported by large
stone brackets, decorated with honey-comb work, the finish
and elaboration of which is not surpassed by any thing of its
kind in Delhi.t The balustrade round this gallery is 31 feet
high ; like the balustrades of the other four storeys, it 13 the
work of Major Smith ; the original balustrades, which were.
battlements, were removed and the present “flimsy style of
garden-house architecture” was substituted in their place. That
they are not in keeping with the massive elaboration of
the brackets which supporis them, will be evident to the
most uninitiated eye.

The second storey, which is 50 feet 84 inches high, is
decorated with semi-circular flutes crossed with two bands of
inscriptions. The upper band contains verses from the Qur4n,
and the lower, the following in praise of Altamsh :—

* This doorway was twice repaired, since the British occupation of Delhi in
1803 ; the first time in 1829, by Major R. Smith of the Engineers, and again
in 1873, when the doorway was remewed, the eotrance repaired, the bisement
floor raised and flagged under the supervision of Mr. J. M. Lyons, the Executive
Engineer of Delhi.

.. General Cunningham justly complaiaa of the alteration made by Major
Smith. Instead of adhering to the original design—which by the way, Major
Smith purposed doing, as in his remarks on the “ Kootub Repairs,” he endeavoured
“to assimilate the repairs as much as possible with the old werk,”—
in this instance, at least, he “improved (thedoorway) with new mouldings, frieze
and repair of the inseription tablet,”

. T According to General Cunningham, “these decoralions seem to be purely
Hindu, and just snch 22 may be seen in the honey-comb enrichments of the duvmes
of most of the old Hindu temples.” (drehwological Reports, 1st Vol. 140), Mr,
Camﬁbell, who has written little on Delhi, but whatever he has written is so well
worth study, remarks that * the honey-comb work under the balconies of the same
structure {the Minar) difters in no perceptible degree from that in the Alhambra at
Granada”  Journal of the dsiatic Society of Bengul, Vol, 35, part I, pags 204,
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The great King ; the exalted Emperor ; master of the necks of the
people; the pride of the Kings of Arabia and ’Ajm; God’s shadow on
earth ; the sua of the world aed of faith ; redresser of Islim aud the
Moslemin ; the crown of Kings and Princes; the spreader of justice
among mankind ; great among the conquering powers; the light of the
people of light ; the helped from tae sky ; the conqueror of his enemies ;
the bright star of the firmament of sovereignty ; the spreader of justice
and mercy ; the refuge of the countries of the earth ; the revealer of the
glorious words of God : Abal Muzaffar Altamsh, Suitan, ally of the
Amir-ul-Momenin, may God perpetuate his country and his reign, and
exalt his authority and his prestige !

On the doorway, with its “ arrow battlements,”—a pecu-
liarity which is also noticed in the third storey,—occurs the
following inscription :—

The completion of this building was ordercd by the helped from
the sky ; the sun of truth and faith : Altarosh, Sultan, defender of the
Faithiul.

The top of the second storey is also surmounted, like that
of the first, by a gallery which goes round the pillar, with the
same offensive three and a half feet high balustrade of Major
Smith’s construetion. The brackets which support the gallery
are not 8o massive as those of the basement storey, but are
just as elaborately decorated.

The third storey, which is 40 feet 91 inches high, is cased
in angular fluting, and is ornamented with two bands ; the
upper band contains a scroll, and the lower the following ins-
cription :—

The great King ; the exalted Emperor ; master of the necks of the
people ; chief amongst the Kings of Arabia and "Ajm; King of the
Kings of the earth ; the protector of the countries of the world; the
helper of God's servauts; conqueror of his enewies ; the helped from the
sky ; the crown of Isl4m and the Moslemin; the redresser of Kings and
Princes ; protector of the coantries of God : shepherd of God’s people;
the right arm of sovercignty ; spreader of morey and justice; Abal
Muzaffar  Altamsh, Sultan, ally of the Amir-ul-Momenin ; may God
preserve his kingdom and his reign and exalt his power and prestige !

On the door of this storey occurs the following 1nscrip-
tion ;—

The great King; the exalted Emperor ; master of the necks of the
people ; last of the Kings of Arabia and "Ajm ; the helped from the sky ;

y the conqueror of his enemies ; King of God's earth; the protector of
God’s countries and helper of God’s servants ; the refuge of God's coun-
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tries ; the revealer of the glorious words of God ; the terror of the
conquering powers ; the administrator of the faith and of light ; bright
star of the world and of faith ; redresser of Islim and of the Moslemin ;
God’s shadow among mankind ; erown of the people and of sovereignty ;
master of justice and mercy ; King of Kiugs,

On one side of the door, the inscription gives the name
of the architect :—

This building was completed during the superintendency of the
slave and sinner, Muhammad Amir Koh.*

The top of the third storey is surrounded by a gallery
and balustrade like those of the second storey ; but the balus-
trade is only three feet high.

The shaft of the fourth storey, which is 24 feet and 4 inches,
is high, round, devoid of flutings and is faced with marble and
in some places with red sand stone ; it is decorated with fonr
omamental bands, one of which bears the following inscrip-
ton ;—

The grest King;the exalted Emperor ; master of the necks of
the people; chiet among the Kings of Arabia and "Ajm ; King of
the Kings of the world; the protector of the countries of the
world and the helper of God’s servants 5 the conqueror of his enemies ;
the helped from the sky ; the crown of Islém and of the Mostemin; the
redresser of Kings and Princes ; protector of the countries of God avd
shepherd of God’s servants ; the right arm of sovereigniy; spreader of
Justice and mercy : Abll Muzaffar Altamsh, ally of the Amirnl-Momenin ;

may God preserve his kingdom and his reign, and increase his authority
and his prestige,

The inscription on the door contai n order of
Altamgh ;— P e A )

This building was ordered in the age and the reign of the great King;
the exalted Emperor; master of the neeks of the people ; chief among the
rulers of Turkistan, Arabia and ’ Ajm; the sun of the world and El.i(’,h;
the glory of Isidm and the Moslemin; master of peace and bounty ;

the heir of the kingdom of Solomon : Abal M ar Altamsh
the ally of the Ansir-ul-Momentn, wzafiar Altamsh, Sultan,

* There ia also in this storey a short one line N agri inscripti i
) i 3 iy 3 , with th
of “ Muhammad Sultan and the Samwat 1382, correapouding I(::;L}:n 11132582?11&
being the first year of the reign of Muhawmad Tughlaq Shib's reign,
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The balcony on the top of this storey is slight in
structure ; the balustrade is three feet high.

The fifth or the last storey is 22 feet and 4 inches high,
the shaft is cireular and is decorated with ornamental bands
of marble and red stone; on the top of it there is an iron
railing fixed with iron cramp and lead, with brass kerb set on
the railing. On the door is the following inscription :—

This Mindr was injured by lightning in the months of the year
770. [Hijrf; 1368 A. D.] Firoz [Shah Tughlag] Sultan, with the grace
of the Protector ; the clect by the mercy of the Pure, repaired this build-
ing with great care. May the Unknown Creator preserve this building
from all dangers®

General Cunningham gives the purport of the two
Nagr1 inscriptions in this storey : the first inscription consists
of two lines, and 15 dated in the Samwat 1425 P‘-L
D. 1368,] in the veign of Pirgy Shah, or Firoz Shdh/
Tuaghlaq. The second inscriptiod is found on the south jamb|
af theaﬁloorway, cut partly in the white marble and partly ini
the red sand stone; this also gives the name of Firoz Shéh,
but the Samvat is 1426. General Cunningham considers this |
inscription a very important one, but it was not easily read. '
“I can make out,” says he, “the words 8ri Viswa Korma -
prasade ruchila, and towards the end I find the title silpr or-
“ Architect,” applied to the son of Chahada Deva Pala named
Nana Salha, who repaired the Mingr.” In the middle of this
inscription there are five numbers given in figures,

The cupola of Firoz Shdh which was in existence in 1794,
added 12 feet and 10 inches to the height of the Mindr,
In 1803, it was thrown down by an earthquake, but I have not
been able to procure a sketch of the pillar old enough to give
me an idea of what the cupola waslike. In 1829, the
report of the Committee which assembled at Delbi to examine
the repairs done to the Qutb Mindr preserved the history, so
fur as it can be known, of the cupola and of the * grotesque
ornament,” which Major Smith substituted in s place.
The cupola is said to have been in the form of a harp.

“I have” says Major Smith, “ neither adopted the very
extraordinary superstructure which covered the top of the

* The stump of Firez Shib’s enpola, about 2 feet high, stands oo the fifth storey,
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pillar ; nor have I followed the plain square top on four stone
pillars which some of the oldest inhabitants about the Kootub
state it to have been told them, was on it.”

Major Smith’s additions to the Minar are described by
him as its sixth and seventh storeys. The former eonsisted of
ared sand stone dome, supported “by an enriched cornice,” on
eight stone fluted pillars, each 65 feet in height, with a 3 feet
high red-stone railing and a parapet of spear head blocks of
the same material. His seventh storey was less pretentious ;
it was “a pavilion of sissoo wood, supporting the flag staff ;”
the carved pillars of the pavilion were 8 feet in length and
the flag staff was of “saul wood, 35 feet in length.”

In 1848, by the order of Lord Hardinge, the  grotesque
ornament” was removed from the top of the Mindr and

pitched on ths small mound where it now stands, bereft
of its flag staff *

The first three storeys are built entirely of red sand stone,
though not evenly of the same colour; in the first and the
second, the stones are pinkish buff, and in the third,
datk-red. The shafts of the upper two stories are incased
in marble and red sand stone, although the former is the
preponderating material. This distinction is just as re-
markable as in the spiral staircase inside it: in the
lower stories, the central pillar and the steps round
1t are made of granite; the steps are carried upon corbels projec-
~ ting from the walls, the doorways aud the openings for light
and air have Hindu horizontal arches ; in the twooupperm%st
storeys the central pillar, the inner walls and the steps are made
of red sand stone, the steps have no corbels, and the arches have
voussoirs. That the fourth storey was altered and re-built, or
as Mr. Campbell has it, newly designed,” by Firoz Shah, is
evident from the siyle of the work, although he used the
doorway of Altamsh and retained its inséription.‘r The

* When doubt was cast on the choice of such a ite f
ai;ai;’l,_ MajorkSmi‘thri‘ fmoan other things, appealed to tlf; PI’{i;?lc: E?
o s work, “Tle King has,” wrote Major Smith. & £ i
visits ab ,the Lat conveyed to me, through the Cm]nmandané of taﬂ:e i‘z‘a.lzte:reo(}u eglberﬁti:
Majesty’s satisfaction at the work as it stands completed. M

+ To the readers of Abtilfeda, there can be no d
Campbell's opinion.' Ahilfeda, describes the I\gin;:*lbi:l az.tthh]e.?.chn;elft: s ?:f)Mr.
long before the repairs of Firog Shéh, as containing 360 steps, To mak a t]ins .53%‘6
steps, we muast take 21 Stei? from the fifth st belos

b0y . 3 s
the fourth storey of the Minar as it stood ilfl t];:: {iinzhc]; Aafif,gﬁ?;ff must belong to

e erection of a flagy
Drelhi’s approbation
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difference between the three lower and the two upper storeys
of the Mindr 13 so marked, as to preclude the possibility of
their being the work of the same builder or of the same age.

The spiral staircase consists of 379 steps, 3 of which
belong to Major Smith’s pavilion, Tt is amusing, however,
to notice the discrepancies which exist in the reckonings of these
steps by some remarkably intelligent men, who visited tho
Minar and must have examined the place with care: Thorn
makes out 345 steps; Franklin, 308 ; Von Orlich, 383 ; Syud
Ahmed Khan 388 ; while visitors of less note are not more
precise.

The Mindr was never more than five storeys high; in
1300 A.D., the work of Altamsh had been completed, and the
Minar is said to bave had then 360 steps ; this number would
carry us into the 21st step of the fifth storey. Sixty-eight years
later, 1363 A. D., when the Minir was struck by light-
ning and repaired by Firoz Shih, he appears to have re-built
both the fourth and the fifth storeys, although in the case of
the former he retained the doorway and inscription of the older
shaft and, as stated by the King himself, he “raised it higher”
by surmeounting 1t with a cupola. Syud Abmed Khan does
not give lis authority for calhng the Mindr * Haft Manzari,
—seven storeyed—it never was, in my opinion, more than five
storey high, although Firoz Shih added to the height of
the pillar.

As regards the founders of the Mindr, there cannot now
be any difference of opinicn. 1 have very good reason to
Lelieve that Quib-uddin Aihek was the founder of the basement
storey : firstly, the inscriptions on it undeniably contain the
pname of his suzerain, Muhammad Ghori ;: according to Syud
Ahmed Khan, they alsa contain the name of Qutb-uddin bim-
self, and lastly. they record the important fuct that Fuzl, son of
Abul Ma'ali, was the Mutawali of the Minar ; we have already
. seen, that he was also the Wutmeali of the Quyval-ut-Islam
- mosque in the reign of Qutb-uddin. Mr. Campbell remarks
that the position of the Mindr as the Maznah of Quth-uddin’s
mosque is not out of place.®

* Abtilfedy, in his Tdrikh Mukhtasar, calls it © the Mdznah of the Juma [Masjid]}
of Delhi” [A Mizoah is a minavet or a fuwer ol OT BT & IIGSHE whence the
crier sunmons the faithiul to prayer.
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I attach no importance to the fact that Abilfeda,
Shams-i-Sirdj and Amir Khusrau ascribe this pillar to
Altamsh ; it was not an unusual practice in this country,
certainly not unusual at Delhi, to name a building
after one who had repaired, altered or added to it, but in the
case of the Qutb Mindr, a popular and erroneous description
of its founder cannot be allowed te over-ride the evidential
force of the contemporary records which the column itself
bears.* The inscription of Altamsh on the door of the
second storey, ordering the completion of the building,
is also a proof that he did not commence it. On the other
hand, the inscription on the door of the fourth storey—which
contradicts the earlier inscription on the door of the second
storey—makes out Altamsh to be the founder of the Mindr,
and so does the most recent inscription of all, that of Sekandar
Lodif, onthe door of the basement storey. As regards the
first of these inscriptions—that on the doorway of the
third storey—-there can be no better solution of the discrepancy
between that and the inscription on the second doorway
than that suggested by General Cunningham—that the
tormer referred only to the fourth storey and not to
the whole column; as regards the Lodi inscription, 1 think
the mistake is due to the error of the earlier inscription,
which it repeats. I am, therefore, satisfied with the evidence
which allots the basement storey of the Mindr to Quth-
uddin Aibek, and the rest of it to Shams-uddin Altamsh
not forgetting the alteration made by Firoz Shih, The date
of the commencement and completion of the building of the
Mindr as it stands at present, may be said to extend over a
space of 21 years : from A. D. 1200 to A. D. 1220.¢

* Firoz 8hih calls it “the Mindr of Sultan Mu'iz-uddfn Bam” in Futihde-

Firoz Shahi, and Ibn Batuta state “ inir wi i iz-
Rt Guni, states that “the Minir was built by Muiz-zuddin

&hi l-l' I entirely dissent from General Canningham’s opinion in favor of *Ala-uddin
K 1235, whom‘he calls * a new claimant.” He cguot.es the following from the Tearibh-
a-h Alai of Amir Khusrau : he (Alz-uddin] also © directed that a new casing and cupola
should be added to the old one,” and then General Cunningham adds * that the whole
of the Ig:'rasr-n:m ted stone facing was added by ’Ala-uddin Khilji,” and that the “design
#lone belongs to the time of Qutb-uddin Aibek.” Iam also aware of the fact that
I:]hba{m calls the M,mér * the minaret of 'Ala-uddfn Khilji,” but those who have stodied
}:::e ¢ E121;\.‘:&::1‘ of ’Ala~uddin and have read his interminahle inscriptions in the *Alaf

arwizah, would hardly believe, that if he had re-covered the Minér, he would have

renewed its older inseriptions without placing hi i
: ¢ ) g his own n
pillax, as it oceurs so often iu the l)aurwﬁg.-;h "Alaf. ae souewhere o this
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The Unfinished Minar.—This is the last object of
interest in the Masjid Quvvat-ul-Islam ; it stands at a
distance of about a quarter of a mile from the Minar of
Aibek. Awifr Khusrau thus deseribes the projected Mindr
of ’Ald-uddin Khilji : “He then resolveé) to make a
pair to the lofty Minir of the Jam’a Masjid, which
Mindr was then the single (celebrated) one of the time,
and to raise it so high that it could not be exceeded.
* % He ordered the circumference of the new Minar to
be 12ade double that of the old one, and to make it higher
in the same proportion.”* As a Native Historian tenderly
puts it, “ his days did not help him ; the Xing finished his
lite before he could complete his design” The Mindr,
as it now stands, has more the appearance of an unfinished
than of a ruined building. It was designed after the Qutb
Mindr, and is the skeleton of what would have been a
grand columm covered with elaborate flutings. It is un-
necessary to speculate as to the probable character of its
casing, but the necessity for it is evident at first sight.
The outer wall is divided into 82 faces of 8 feet
each, and the whole column is not inappropriately des-
cribed by General Cununingham, as “being exactly like a
gicantic cogwheel.” It is built of rough grey stone, on a
plinth about 4} feet in width and the same in height;
the plinth itself stands on a terrace about 74 feet in
height, and about 22 feet in bre:dth. The unfinished
coluinn, according to General Cunningham, is 257 feet
in eircumference ; according to my measurement, it iz 254
feet in circumference, and according to Franklin, who
visited the Mindr over 80 years ago, 252 feet; the thick-
ness of the outer wall 13 about 19 feet, and the whole
column, inclusive of the plinth, is about 80 feet high. The
central column, round which steps were to have been
built, is 26 feet in diameter; and the passage which
was intended to hold the steps, is 9 feet 9 inches wide. The
Mindr was commenced in 1311 A. D, but was abandoned
on the death of 'Ali-uddin Khilji.

Such was the famous Masjid Quvvat-ul-Tslim. It was
built by Qutb-uddin Aibek, who “adorned it with the stones
and gold obtained from temples, which had been demolished

* Elliot's History of Indiz, Vol. 3, p. 70.
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by elephants.,” In the front ot this mosque, Shams-uddin
Altamsh placed, *in an ignominious position, ” the statue of
Vikramdditya, which he had brought from the temple of
Mahakil ; and later still 'Ald-uddin Khilji “ paved the
entrance of the Jam’a Masjid with fragments of the idol of
Somnat for which he had refused a thousand pieces of gold,”*
Ia 1237, the Masjid wa= attacked by the “ heretics of the city”
of Old Delhi; and when, during the first three days of
Timtr’s occupation of Delhi, the persecuted Hindus sought
shelter and prepared to defund themselves here, Timur
attacked the mosque, and the three cities which then consti-
tuted Old Delhi were sacked one after another. When Ibn
Batuta saw the mosque, in the reign of Mnhainmad Shdh
Tughlaq, he declared that it was unecqualled in the world
either for its size or beauty.”t

———

Hauz Shamsi, or the Tank of Shams-uddin Altamsh.—
Khwajab Qutb-uddin Bakhtyir. better known as Qutb Sdhib,
was one of the most renowned Muhammadan saints of
India. He was the contemporary of Sultan Shams-uddin
Altamsh, and was much respected by that monarch. It is
related that "Ali, the nephew of Muhammud. appeared ina
dream both to the saint aud the king, and the former
was called- upon to explain the dream. The King was
advised by Qitb 3ahib to build a tank where ’Alf had-
appeared. The advice was taken, and in the year 627 A. H.
(1229 A. D.) Altamsh buils this tank whicl) has ever since .
been known as Hauz Shamsi.  The sides of the tank were
built with red sand-stone ; ot this material, howover, nothing
now remains ; the tank covers fully a hundred acres of land,
but its bed has risen with the accumulations of years, and
it 13 only daring the height of the rainy season that it ever
retains water., In the year 711 A. H. (1311 A, D) Sul-

* Mr. Beglar discovered two imuges in black slate in his exeavations at the
northern gate of this mosque. p i

t “Even in siteation, these ruins [which surround the Misiid ing .
beautiful, for they stand ou the gentre siopa of a hill, Ovel‘luilk{ll'! a:e ;ll:ﬁlulﬁmrl{
had ouce apperently been a luke, but which afterwards becamne the site of three
successive capitals of the East.  In front are the rains of Toghlakabad, the gizantic
fort of an old Pathau chief ; and further north the plaiu i3 Still cnvel:ed wg'l h the
rui[’js (}5 old l}ell‘;i, ’tl_ae capitailr UE tllJe late Puthans and eastern Moghals,” Felgus_
got’s History of drehitectu, o L p.466. By O i . i '
means Sirf and Jabﬁupaﬂﬁg-” 'P y O Delt Hergusson ovideutly ’
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tan ’Ald-uddin Khilji, finding that “ the tank was occasion-
ally dry, cleared it out, repaired it, and built a dome in the
middle of 1t.”*

This dome or pavilion stands on a masonry terrace,
about 2% feet high and 52 feet square; it is built of
masonry and is supported by sixteen stoue pillars, about 8 feet
high, enclosing an open room 24 feet square. The pavilion is
believed to commeniorate a visit of the prophet Muhammad
to the spot, and the print of his horse’s hoofs is supposed
to ba in its centre. About two centuries later, Muhgm-
mad Shih Tughlag also repaired the tank ; “it had been
deprived of water,” says the Kiug, “ by some graceless men
who stopped up the chambers of supply,” the offenders  were
punished and the closed up channels were opened for use.¥

The Hauz is about a mile from the Tron Pillar, and is suar- .
rounded by the graves of Mubammadan saints and warriors and
of other worthies, who had followed them to ITndia. A walk
round the tank takesthe visitor over historic arounds : over the
last resting places of men who had devoted themselves to a re-
ligious polity before which the unaggressive but chivalrous
Hindu seldom held his own. It was a proud saying of the
Mulammadan conquerors of Delhi that the bones of a hun-
dred thousand martyrs were the price of their success ; these
martyred warriors were men of strong convictions who came
from a distant land under renowned leaders, who had a duty
to perform and had performed it right well  Suech was
the spirit of devotion that had consolidated an empire
in Tndia which, although it had wundercone dynastic
changes, continued  essentially a foreien government
for a perind of over six hundred years ! Saints and warriors,
poets and preachers, are laid in their graves round the spot
where the Prophet and his nephew had appeared ; and by
the side of its water stands the Aulid Masjid where two
of the greatest leaders of religious thought in the Mubam-
madan world, viz. Mu'in-uddin Chisti and Qutb Sahil, re-
turned thanks to the Almichty for the success which had
attended the arms of the Faithful.}

On thesouth of the Hauz are the Andherid Bigh and the

* Paribh-+ Algs, + Térikh-1"Alas. T Futthdt-i-Fires Shihs,
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burial ground of the Kambohs of P4nipat ; and on the east are
the Auli4 Masjid, and the L&l Mahal, otherwise known as the
Jahdj, a house built by some merchant for the comfort of the
Fakirs of the place.* On the west is the tomb of ’Abdil
Haq Dehlawi, the author of Akhbdr-ul-Akhidr, and on the
north is a neglected garden.

During the rains the water of this tank flows down to the
hollow round Tughlakabad.

-

. The Tomb of Sultan Gharit.—Nasr-uddin Mahmad
Shik was the eldest son of Sultan Shams-uddin Altamsh,
and was Governor of Lakhnauti, ¢« All the nobles and
gentlemen turned their eyes towards him as the heir of his
ather’s kingdom, but the decrees of fate did not accord with
the wishes of the people.” The Prince « fell sick and died.
‘When the news of his death reached Delhi, all people were
greatly distressed.”f This event occurred in the year 626
A H. (1228 A. D.)during the life time of Altawsh, whobrought
the body to Delht and buried it in the village of Malikpdr,
about three and a half miles to the north-west of the Gutb Mi-
ndr ; three years later, in 629 A. H. (1231 A. D.), he built a_
! vaulted tomb over it. The erypt is decidedly pre-Mubamma-

dan, but whether it was built by Hindu workmen or was a
Hindu building appropriated by the Muhammadans, it is not
easy to decide,, Strictly religions Mahammadans scout the
idea that Altamsh would have buried his son in a chamber
which had been dedicated to idolatrous worship.

The tomb has the appearance of a fortified square enclo-
sure, built of stone and mortar, and covered with plaster
pow black with age. It stands on a high plinth, about 14 feet
from the ground, with a circular tower, surmounted with a

* The Auli4 Masjid deserves more than a passing wuotice: it is situated in
an enclosure about 54 feet long and 36 feet broad, the walls of which are remarkably
low, being scarcely 3 feet high in some places. In s western wall is the Masjid,
which consists of an arched recess about 6 feet high. In front of the Masjid
are two slabs of sand-stone which are supposed to mark the spots wheve the two
saints offered their prayers. The western wall of the mosqne was about 14 feet
from the dry bed of the Hauz when J vigited the place in February last.

+ Bo named from the vaulted crypt, or Ghér, in which the Prince i i
s om U A e Prince is buried.
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conical dome, on each corner, and is entered by an arch-
ed gateway in its eastern wall. The gateway stands forward
about three yards from the wall of the enclosure, and about
four feet from its narrow wings, each of which is pierced
with an over-lapping arched window. The gateway is
about 30 feet high and 12 feet wide, but its wings are about
four feet lower. The lower half of the piers of the arch
are of red sand-stone and the upper half of marble ; the
piers and the rectangular bands enclosing the arch are covered
with verses from the Qoran, The plinth, the wings of the
gateway, the walls and the towers are covered with plas-
ter. The entrance is reached by two flights of steps ; the first,
of eight steps, leads to alanding ; the second, of fourteen steps,
takes the visitor into a room--about 14 feet from the ground
—through which he enters the court-yard of the towmb.
On either side of the gateway the main wall is pierced with
two over-lapping arched windows, and at each end of the wall
is a tower with two such openings ; the latter are now blocked
up with stones. The whole of this side of the tomb is about
100 feet long. 'The northern wall of the enclosure is also
covered with plaster ; it has the usual corner towers, and
the wall is stinilarly pierced with six over-lapping arched win-
dows, which are divided into two groups of three each by a dead
wall, which is a third of the whole length of thisside of
the building. The western side of the tomb1s like its northern
side, but as the centre of the wall is the western wall
of the mosque inside, it stands a little beyond the ling
of the rest of the wall The southern wall of the tomb
is partly injured, and some of its windows are also built
up with stones, but in all other respects it is like the
northern wall.

The inside view of the tomb is more interesting, The
inner door of the arched gateway is profusely ornamented
with scrolls and inscriptions on marble. The inscriptions om
the gateway are to the following effect :

“ The order for the construction of this auspicious building was
given by the great King, the exalted Emperor, master of the necks of
the people, the shadow of God over the world ; master of peace ...
the King of Kings ; the sun of the world and faith ; the elect by the merey

. of the Almighty : Abul Muzaffar Altamsh, Sultan, the ally of the Amir-

al-Momenin. May God preserve his country. Abdl Fateh Mahmtd.
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May God protect him with his forgiveness, and give him a place in the
gardens of Paradise. In the months of the year 629 [Hijri]”

Through this doorway the visitor enters a room
which leads to the court-yard; its flat ceiling is of red
sand-stone, and its walls are coated with marble. What
appear from outside as the wings of the gateway, are the
eastern outer walls of two small rooms, one on either side of
the room last mentioned, but the side rooms have marble floors
and the roofs, which are formed with projecting stones, rest
on groups of four marble pillars each.

As the visitor enters the courtyard, he stands under
a covered colonnade consisting of six stone pilasters and six
pillars about six feet apart.  This colonnade does not extend
the whole length of the wall, being only 24 feet Iong.
On the opposite side, that is, the western wall of the ecourt-
yard, there is a colonnade which runs from the northern to
the southern wall of the enclosure. Both the colonnades
are of fluted pillars. The western colonnade cobsists of
twelve pilasters ; its roof is raised into a low dome, lined
with projecting rows of carved stone in the Bindu fashion,
and in the centre of the wall is a mosque, consisting of three
arched recesses. On either side of the mosque there is
a marble pilaster ; the rest of the pilasters are of red sand-
stone. In the corresponding row of twelve pillars, those
which are immediately on either side of the mosque are of
marble, and the rest are of red sand-stone. Beside this colon-
nade, there is & third row of four marble pillars, put
nearer together, forming a sort of small portico on the front
of the mosque. Thus the room of the mosque is enclosed by
seven marble pillars : three in front of the arched recesses
and two on either side of them ; the back of the room repre-
senting the sacred Kablah. The mosque is a square of ten feet ;
the roof is a dome of ornamental over-lapping red sand-stone,
supported by an octagon resting on the pillars of the colon-
nade already described. The dome is about 14 feet from the
floor and is covered with mortar. The Masjid wall is taced
with marble, the arches are also covered with marble and
profusely ornamanted with scrolls of beautiful designs and
verses from the Qordn. The windows in the western wall
are open.

In the centre of the inner southern wall there are pigeon
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holes for lamps ; the northern wall has nothing deserving of
notice, The conical masonry domes of the corner towers are
built in the Hindu fashion, with layers of over-lapping
stones. In the centre of this enclosure is the tomb of Nasr-
uddin Mahmd. It is a flat octagonal vault about 4 feet 7}
inches from the level of the court yard, each of its eight
sides being about 10 feet long and covered with marble ; on
its eastern side seven steps lead to the top of the vault.
To,the south of the vault there is a small door 41 feet high ;
there is no other opening in the vault for light. Thirteen
steps lead the visitor into an octagonal well, about 25 feet
deep and about 18 feet wide, which “was originally finished
in granite.” Itsroof, which is strengthened with fourteen stone
pillars laid on their sides, is supported by 8 double pillars
standing against the wall of the well, and four single pillars
which stand a little way from it. These pillars are of the style
of Altamsh’s work. In each of the eight sides there are two
niches, 'The graves are made of wortar and stone in the
usual bier style, and are periodically painted with whitewash.
The grave of Nasr-uddin is near the west wall of the crypt,
and is the largest in size, being about 10 feet long, 7 feet wide
and 4] feet high. There is a smaller grave in the centre of
the crypt, a still smaller one on the left of the second grave,
and at 1ts foot is the grave of a child. The roof of the well is

built of substantial masonry,

The tomb of Shams-uddin Altamsh —In the year 633
AH. (1235 A.D.) the most illustrious of the Slave Kings of
Delhi, Shams-uddin Altamsh died, and was buried, out-
side the north-western corner of the Masjid Quvvat-ul-islim.
Syud Ahmed Khin believes, though on what grounds he
does not state, that this tomb was built by Sultan Raziyah
Begam, the daughter of Altamsh. Mr. Campbell, on the other
hand, is of opinion that it was built in the king’s lifetime ;
he adds that the peculiarities observed in Alfamsh’s ex-
tensions of the Masjid Quvvat-ul-islim are repeated here,
and remarks that the reigns of his two immediate suc-
cessors were too short and troubled to have permiited them to
undertake a work of such cost and labour.* General Cunning-
ham has no decided opinion on the subject, but observes
that the tomb is of the same age as the Qutb Minar.

* Notes on Delli,
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The tomb consists of a single room, the interior of which
is a square of 293 feet, with walls 74 feet thick ; its present
height is only 28 feet. It has an arched entrance in its
eastern, northern and southern walls ; the entrance to the
north was closed up with stones, but this temporary obstruc-
tion is already half down. In the western wall ot the tomb
there are three mniches which officiate for the mehrdb of a
mosque. The centre niche is 9 feet high and 71 feet wide;
the side niches are 5 feet high and about 2§ feet wide.
The three doors are 16 feet high and about 7 feet wide, and
to a depth of about two feet the outer walls are pierced with
false arches. These arches are about 11} feet wide and about 27
feet high. The outer walls of the tomb are ficed with sand-
stone, and the inner with red stone, the latter are also or-
namented with marble bands and panels, The entrances are
richly decorated with engravings of texts from the Qordn and
with scrolls in great varisty. The outer arches of the doors,
as already described, are lofty and cut into the face of the
walls ; the lower arches, which are the doors of the tomb,
are about two-thirds the size of the outer, or the false,
arches, On either side of the inner arches are octagonal pil-
lars, tall and slim, and of great beauty, ont of which the
arches spring ; the jambs of the lower arches are covered with
inscriptions from the Q.ordn. The inner walls are decorated
with ornaments of exquisite finish and beauty. The centre
niche in the western wall, is ornamented with marble and is
of a richer finish than the rest of the tomb ; the other
niches are faced with red sand-stone, In the cornersof the
room are beautifully carved pilasters, like those which sup-
port the false arches of the doors. The monument over the
grave consists of a marble plinth 2} feet high, 14 feet long and
9 feet wide ; on this form is fixed a block of marble, shaped
like a casket, 3} feet high, 10 feet long and 6 feet -wide.
Over the casket is placed the usual bier-shaped sarcophagus
8o common in Mubammadan burial grounds; it is about 13
feet bigh, about 7 teet long and 3 feet wide. The whole
moaument is 7 feet and 7 inches high.

Fergusson doubts that there was a roof to this tomb; to
use his own words [it] “was never completed if ever commen-
ced.” General Cunningham has ““ good reason to believe that
it was originally covered by an over-lapping Hindu dome. A









!
THE TOMBS OF RURN-UDDIN FIROZ SHAH, ETC. 75

single stone of one of the over-lapping ecircles with Arabic
letters on it, still remains.” From the remains on the top of the
southern wall of the tomb, which I examined, I am perfectly
satisfied that there was a roof on the tomb. The following
extract from the Fatu-hdt-i-Firosshdht is rather puzzling—
“ The columns of the tomb, which had fallen down, I restored
better than they had been before. "When the tomb was built,
its court had not been plastered, but T now made it so. 1 en-
larged the hewn stone staircase of the dome, and T re-erected
the fallen piers of the four towers” From the above, it
would appear that the tomb had a dome in the centre and a
pavilion on each of its four corners ; but beyond the ruins
over the southern walls, there is nothing to help me
in verifying the description of Sultan Firozshih Tughlag.
Of this tomb Fergusson writes:—* Though small, it is one of
the richest examples of Hindu art applied to Mahomedan
purposes that Old Delhi affords, and is extremely beautiful,
though the builder still displays a cectain degree of inaptness
in fitting the details to thewr new purposes.” According to
the same authority, it is the oldest tomb in India.

—

The tombs of Rukn-uddin Firoz Shah, and Mu’iz-
uddin Bahram Shah. —Rukn-uddin Firoz Shdh was the son
and successor of Altamsh ; he was deposed by his nobles in
favor of his sister Raziyah Begam, and died in prison in 635
A. H. (1237 A.D)) and was buried under the walls of the
tomb of Sultan Nasr-uddin Mahmid Shéah, bis eldest brother
in the village of Malikpir, Five years later, Lis younger
Lrother, Bahrdm Shdh, was buried beside him.  Although, ac-
cording to Syud Ahmed Khin, there is an interval of about a
year between the dates of the two tombs, 1t is perfectly impos-
sible to distinguish the tomb of Rukn-uddin from that of his
brother Bahrim Shdly, and I have therefore considered it

advisable to describe them together. According to Syud Ah-

med Khin, a tomb was built over the remains of Rukn-uddin
by Raziyah Begam in 638 A. H. (1240 A. D.). Mui'zuddin
Bahrim Shah was a younger son of Altamsh ; he succeeded
his sister Raziyah Begam ; but his nobles, who rebelled against
him, besieged him in Qil'ah Iidi Pithora, took him prisoner
and murdered him in the year 639 A. H. (1242 A, D)
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According to Syud Ahmed Khin this tomb was erected in
the year 639 A H. (1242 A.D.) by Sultan 'Ali-uddin Mas'id
Shhg, the son of Bahraim Shih. 1 have not been able to find
any authority for the Syud’s description, either as regards the
builders or the dates of the tombs.

The two tombs are.similar in shape and construc-
tion ; they are covered with small rubble masonry domes sup-
ported on eight stone pillars ; each tomb has a small enclo-
sure of low rough stone walls, with a narrow gateway on its
east side ; the sarcophagus on the grave is missing.  There is
no inscription on either of the tombs, and although the guide
from the village of Mahrauli is ready to distinguish them, I
am content to believe that they contain the graves of two of
the younger sons of Altamsh, without venturing, however, to
allot to each his proper resting place. There can be little
doubt that the domes of the tombs belong to alater age than
the pillars which, in my opinion, are parts of the original
buildings. “ The domes,” writes Mr. Tremlett, « as they
exist at present, I have no doubt are the work of Firoz
Shih. . . as their shape and size points to a much later
era than the Hindu-like domes of their brother’s tomb hard by;
and the rubble masonry of which they are constructed, while
quite in the style of Firoz Shah’s time, contrasts unnaturally
with the massive stone slabs by which the columns are sur-
mounted.”*

.. Sultan Firoz Shah’s repairs to the tombs are best des-
cribed in his own words :—“Tomb of Sultan Muiz-uddin, son
of Sultan Shums-uddin, which is situated in Malikpur. This
had fallen into such ruin that the sepulchres were undistin-
guishable. I re-erected the dome, the terrace and the enclo-
sure wall. Tomb of Sultan Rukn-uddin, son of Shams-uddin,

in Malikpur—T repaired the enclosure wall, built a new dome
and erected a monastery,”

* Mr. Beglar ohserves that as ““these domes are of th
struction and not formed by over-lapping courses, .e %iﬁs%ﬂ%&?fﬁtw?;
Iitouish’s {Altamsh] time the Mahammadans knew how to build the true dome.”
Mr. Beglar takes 0o notice of the repairs done to tha tombs by Firoz 3hih Tughhé-
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The grave of Raziyah Sultan Begam.—The empire of
Delhi does not form an exception to the rule that, under
despotic governments, the blandishments of the softer sex
have not seldom superseded the influence of Ministers of State.
But Raziyah Begam has the sad distinction of being the first
and the last Queen of Delhi. The historians of her reign
prefer her to her two brothers ; she was remarkable for courage
and audacity, but she had little of that discretion which alone
can redeem whatever there is dangerous in the other qualities.
She bad not beenlong on the throne before her unpopularity
raised a rival to her in the person of ber brother, Mu'iz-uddin
Bahrdm Shah who, with a strong aristocratic coalition of
which he was then a tool, overcame his sister on the 25th of
Rab’i-ul-avval 638, A. H. (1240 A. D)) According to Min-
hgj-us-sirhj, Raziyah was killed by the Hindus at Kaithal.
According to Ibn Batuta she was killed by “ a man engaged
in cultivating the ground, who after murdering and burying
her, carried some of her garments to the market for sale;”
the murderer was caught and taken before the Magistrate ; he
confessed “ that he had killed Razivah and told his guards
where he had buried her. They exhumed her body, washed
it, and wrapping it in a shroud, burned it again in the
same place. A small shrine was erected over her grave,
which is visited by pilgrims and is considered a place of
sanctity. 1t is situated on the banks of the Jumna, about
.one parasang |51 miles] from Delhi” Batutais so often
mnaccurate in his description of places he had not seen, and
18 so ready to rely on hearsay, that it is not easy
to decide whether his description of the shrine on the
grave or its distance of one parasong from the river should
be accepted or not, 1 do not, however, share Mr. Beglar's
doubt as to the identity of the grave, Although Ibn Batuta
is silent as to the name of the builder of the shrine,
Syud Ahmed Khdn believes that the grave of Raziyah
was built by her brother and successor, Muiz-uddin Bah-
ram Shdh, in the year 638 A. H. (1240 A. D.)

The grave, which is situated in the modern city of Delhi,
near the Turkman gate, and in the quarter known as Bilbuli
Khinah, is identified by local tradition, and I see no reason to
reject its authority. 1tstandsinside an enclosure about 35 feet
square, the wall of which is of red sand-stone, and, with the
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balustrade, about 8 feet and 3 inches high ; the entrance door
is also of red sand-stone, and is 6 feet 3 inches high. In the
western wall of the enclosure is a mosque, consisting of an
arched recess about 3 feet 8 inches wide, 3 feet 3 inches deep,
and 6 feet high. On a red sand-stone chabitrah, to the
north of the enclosure, there are two bier shaped graves, built
with stone and mortar. At the head of one of the
graves is a small masonry pillar, eighteen inches high,
used as a lamp stand : this is said to be the grave of
Raziyah ; the other grave is said to belong to her sister
Saziyah Begam, who is unknown to history. The graves
are about 3 feet 5 inches from the level of the floor of the
enclosure, and are about 8 feet long. The chabidtrah is about
16 feet by 13. On the south-east corner of the enclosure
there are two other graves, which even tradition has failed to
identify.

The grave of Shah Turkman alias Shams-ul-’Aarafin,
—-Shah Turkman was one of the many pious men, who fol-
lowed in the track of the Muhammadan conquerors of India,
and who drew to themselves crowds of earnest followers
not less eager to follow the religious commands of their
spritual advisers than to be led to battle by their
military leaders. Shah Turkman was a man of considerable
local influence. He is believed to have settled close to the -
spot where he was interred, and the river is said to have
Howed under his house ; I am afraid, however, that there
is very little truth in this account. He was a desciple of the
saint Sohrwardi, and was 78 years of age when Qutb Sahib
began his career as a great religicus leader. The Turk-
man gate of modern Delhi is named after the deceased. He
died on the 24th of Rajab, 638 A. H. (1240 A. D.)in the
reign of Mu'iz-uddin Bahrim Shih. The bier-shaped tomb
which covers his grave is built with stone and mortar;
a small portion of the floor round it is covered with marble,
and it 18 fenced off with a low marble railine. The other
g;aves within the walled enclosure are those of some of his

iseiples.

On the anniversary of the death of Shah Tuarkman 2
fair is held in the neighborhood of his grave, and the first
day of spring is celebrated here with great éclat,
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Kushak Lal or Qil’ah Marzgan, or Dar-ul-aman, and
the Tomb of Balban.—The history of the palace and of the
tomb are so intimately connected with each other, that it is
necessary to treat thom together. The Red Palace, or Kushak
Lal, was built by Ghids-uddin Balban, in the year 654 A, H,,
(1255 A.D.) ; this date, however, is only a conjecture of Syud
Ahmed Khdn. Very little of the history og this palace is
known : Jaldl-uddin Firoz Shih Khilj{ is said to have visited
it, after his coronation at the Kasr 3afed ; he dismounted
in front of the palace to mark his rvespect for the memory
of Sultan Balban—next to Altamsh, the most illustrious of
the Slave Kings of Delhi. Fifteen Royal refugees atiended 7
Balban's Court at the Kushak Lal, and the most eminent
men of science and literature of his time flourished
here under his libsral patronage. The two other
noteworthy events connected with this palace, relate to the bu-
rial of Balban aud of"Ald-uddin Khilji. The corpse of Sultan
Balban, says DBarni, “ was taken out of the Red Palace
at night and was buried in the Dar-ul-aman.” The same
author adds further on that: “ On the sixth of Shavval,
towards worning, the corpse of ’Ald-uddin was brought out of
the Red Palace of Siri, and was burted in a tomb in front of
the Jami Masjid.” I am of opinion that Kushak L4l was
a palace within the city of Rai Pithora, and must set aside
the speculations of Syud Ahmed Khdn that it was built
pear the giave of Nizim-uddin Aulia, and that the ruing
of Lal Mulial (which see) mark itssite. We are also told by
Batni, that Balban’s grandson, Kai Qubid, built a new fort at
Kilokhert, ¢ that he gave up residing in the city and quiited
the Red Palace.” By “ the city,” the writer means Old Delhj,
and when Balban had provisioned the fort of Rdi Pithora, it is
not likely that he would have built his own restdence outside
the defences of the fort.  'We have no mention of a Red Palace
in Sirf, while references to the Red Palace of Old Delhi are
of constant oceurrence. If we are to believe Ferishta, that |
’Ald-uddin Khijji lived in the Red Palace before he-
built 3iri, the Red Palace from where his corpse was remov- |
ed for interment must have been the Palace of Balban
which, in my opinion, was in the city of Rai Pithora, otherwise
known as Old Delhi.

Again, as Syud Abmed Khin has it that the fort of
Marzgan was built close fo Kushak Ll and Balban was buried
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here, there can be little doubt as to the site of the Red
Palace. The tomb of Balban and the Red Palace were within
the city of R4i Pithora, and so undoubtedly was Marzgan.
That Marzgan was miscalled a Qil'ah (fort) I do not doubt,
and my opinion has the authority of Amir Khusrau and Ibn
Batuta.

Marzgan is supposed to have been built by Balban in 666
A. H. {1266 A. D.), when he wus raised to the throne of
Delhi. Syud Abmed Khén cannot account for the name, but
the earlier historians call it a ‘¢ house,” and it is generally
known as the Dar-ul-aman, the Abode of Safety or the
House of Rest : * because,” says Batuta, “ whenever any
debtor entered this place his debt was adjudged, and in
like manncr every person found justice ; every man-slayer
deliverance from his adversary ; and every person in fear
protection.” This place was in existence when Batuta
visited Delhi in the thirteenth century; writing of Bal-
ban he says : “ He built a house to which he gave the
name of Abode of Safety . . The Sultan was buried in the
building and { have visited his tomb.” Babar also visited the
Palace and tomb of Balban ; he does not mention the fort.
Abil Fazl was the first authority of importance who magnified
the palace into a fort, and he has been scrupulously followed by
all subsequent writers on the subject. Amir Khusrau and
Ibn Batuta describe it as a “ house,”

In the year 684 A. H. (1285 A. D.) the eldest son of Bal-
ban, who was then governor of Multan, fell in battle acainst the
Moghals near Lahore. *This calamity,” says Barni, “ caused
great and general mourning in Multan. . . From that time
the deceased Prince was called ¢ the Martyr Prince’” [Khén
Shahid]. The King’s grief was great ; “ he held his Court by
day, but at night he poured forth bis cries ot grief, tore his
garments, and threw dust upon his head ;”—he was an old
man with the burden of eighty years on him,—“the reign
of Balban now drew to a close, and he gradnally sank under

his sorrow " in the year 685 A. H. (1236 A. D.), and was
buried in the Dér-ul-aman.

The tomb ot Balbanis within a few minutes walk of
the Qutb Mindr, and about a hundred yards from the ruins of
a village now completely deserted. It stands within a ruined
eaclosure of low and heavy stone walls, with smgll arched
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openings. At some disthnce from this are the remains
of a large enclosnre, probgbly of a saraz, and this I believe
was the Ddr-ul-aman. 13t now remains of the tomb are
four bare walls, the storfe facings of which have been re-
moved, and the walls thepselves, asthey now stand, are nine
feet deep piles of rough Hewed stones and mortar. The tomb
of Balban is about twicesthe size of the tomb of Altamsh ; 1
dome fell in not very longjago, and the debns are scattered
the grave. The stonp sarcophagus, which once
over the grave, like every thing else that was made
the tomb, was removed (by the neighbouring .rfllagers, but
there is no mistaking the site of the grav ~The tomb has
four entrances ; thosq facing the weSt and the south are
smaller than those orf ths other-fwo sides; and the re-

- W legible, may yet be seen
over the entrances to the”east and the west. The outer
corners of the tomb arefut off and recessed ; the square walls
of the tomb anjoctagon on the top, out of which

sprang ; once covered the grave. Adjoining
this tomb are oia.of a domeless room, which
I fancied was a gateway, but which™ Syut d 22

calls the grave of Balbauw’s son, the Martyr Prince.
This room is much smallér than the tomb of Balban, and
although there is nothing] to indicate the grave, I do mot
think it at all unlikely jthat the ruined walls belong to a
tomb. The eastern entrare to this tomb is a roomy arched
gateway now in danger offsettling down; the inner face of this
arch bears traces of paintihg. The northern wall of the tomb
has no opening in it ; th4 entrance through the southern
wall leads into Balban’s tbmb ; the western eutrance is still
in existence. The doors 1n the western and the southern
walls are considerably smajler than the main entrance which

faces the east.

The walls of the smallet courtyard, which belongs to the
tomb, are still visible in some places, as are also the ruins of
its small arched masonry gatéways; the ruins of the larger
enclosure can also be traced, here and there, but they are
not so abundant as those of the smaller one.

I can find no authority, for the popular opinion that
Ghigs-uddin Balban was the founder of a city of the name of
Ghidspir, or that that city had ever acquired the renown or
importance of Old Delhi, Kilokheri, Siri or Tughlagsbad.
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The Fort of Kilokheri, Kilugheri, Kasr Mu’izzi, or
Naia Shahr.—This fort was built by Sultan Kai Qubdd, the

dson of Balban, in the village of Kilokheriin the year 683
A. H (1286 A. D.). That Kilokheri was a place of some
importance, and a royal residence even before the time of
Kai Qubdd, is evident from the history of Minhdj-
us-Sir4j, who published his Tubagdt-i-Nusiri, in the reign
of Balban. Itis related that when Nasr-uddin received the
ambassador of Haldku Ehdn, the soldiers formed a street
from the palace of Kushak Sabz to the “new city of
Kilugheri, at the royal residence.”

Kai Qubdd, however, raised the city to greater importance,

He “ laid out a beautiful garden at Kilughari on the banks
of the Jamna. Thither he retired, with the mnobles and
attendants of his Court, and when it was seen that he had
resolved upon residing there, the nobles and officers also buily
]E,_laces and dwellings, and taking up their abode there,
ilugheri became a popular place.”  When Jalil-uddin
Flr?z Shih Khilji rebelled and established himself at Bahdrpur,
KaiQubdd was “ kicked to death in his palace at Kilokheri.”
Jalal-uddin was, by popular consent enthroned here in
the year 638 A.1. (1289 A.D.). Not being able to march into
Dt?}hl, J.é.lal-uddfn finished the fort of Kai Qubid, made
Kilokheri his capital and lived in it. In the course of a
few years, Kilokheri came to be known as Naid Shahr,

or New City, and Qil'ah Rai Pi ; '
Old Delhi ¥ Q i Pithora as Purgna Delhior

_Kushak Lal of Jalal-uddin Khilji—Syud Ahmed
Khén calls the palace of Jalil-uddin, Kushak Lil or Naid
Shahr, but I _am unable to follow any authority ; nor
is it historically true, as stated by the Syud, that Naid
Shahr was ever called Naia Delhi. According to Ibn Batuta,
Jaldl-uddin Khilji ¢ built the palace which bears his name ;"
but for this statement he alone is responsible, for it is
not repeated by any other historian, ~Nothing remains
of Kuslak Ldl Syud Ahmed Khdn further states that

*  Barni,
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Jaldl-uddin built a palace ealled Kushak Sabz, and that jt
stood close to Kushak Ldl ; but, as he identifies it with the
palace where the son of Jaldl-uddin was enthroned, the
learned Syud is obviously confounding it with the palace of
that name in Qil'ah Rai Pithora. Kushak Lal was built in
the year 685 A. H, (1289 A. D.)

Hauz ’Alai or Hauz Khas.—This magnificent tank,
covering over 70 acres of land, was built by Sultan 'Alf-uddin
Khilji, in the year 695 A, H. (1295 A. D.,) and was
enclosed by a stone and masonry wall, In the reign
of Firoz Shah Tughlaq (about 755 A. H. 1354 A. D))
“it was filled up and there was no water in it. People carried
on cultivation in it and had dug wells, of which they sold
the water.” Firoz Shih cleared it out, ““ so that this great
tank might again be filled from year to year.” The repairs
then doue to the tank were so extensive, that Timur aseribes
the tapk itself to Firoz Shah: “This is a reservoir,” writes
Timir, “which was constructed by Sultan IFiroz Shih andis
faced all round with cement. Each side of that reservoir is
more than a bow-shot long, and there are buildings round it.
This tank is filled by the rains in the rainy season, and
it supplies the people of the city with water throughout

the year. ¥

In the year 753 A H. (1352 A.D.) Firoz Shih “ built a
college (Madrassa) at the top of this tank.” Almost the en-
tire length of the southern side of the Hauz consists of old
buildings. The Madrassa of Firoz Shdh is a range of low
masonry rooms, and now partly in the occupation of villagers,
who use them for the ordinary purpcses of a residence. The
Mutawali ot the Madrassa, Sayyad Yusuf Bin Jamil died in
790 A. H. (1388 A. D.) and was buried in the court of the

college.

Siri or Dethi’Alai.—-According to Syud Ahmed Khién,
the fort of Sir{ was built by ’Ali-uddin Khiljiin the year
703 A. H. (1303 A. D) in or near a village of the same

name. It is about two miles to the north-east of

# Yazdi who copies, and not seldom distorts, Malfuzdi-i- Timéri, calls the Hauz
“ a wide and dee}.: well, one of the works of Firoz Shih.”
+ Farikh-i-Hubdrak SAdhl
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Qil'ah Rai Pithora, and is now the site of the village ot
Shéhnir or Shdhdbad. Old Delhi having twice escaped
destruction from the hands of Moghal invaders, *Ald-uddin
repaired Qil'ah R4i Pithora, and built a new fort which he
called Sirf. As an act of signal revenge, eight thousand
Moghal skulls were buried in the foundations, or built into the
walls of the new fortress. The walls of Sivi were built of stone
and masonry, but enough has been written on the splendour of
the new fort to lead us to believe that it was a place not only
of military, but probably of architectural importance. In the
year 948 A, H., (1548 A. D.) the fort of Sirl was destroyed
by Sher Shah, who used the materials of >Ald-uddiv’s citadel for
building his own city, Shergarh, on the banks of the Jumna.

Timir tbus describes the city of Siri :—* It is a round
city. 1Its buildings are lofty. They are surrounded by forti-
fications built of stone and brick, and they are very strong.
0ld Delhi also has a similar fort, but it is larger
than that of Siri, From the fort of Sirf to that of
Old Delhi, which is a considerable distance, there runs a
strong wall, built of stone and cement. . . Siri has seven
gates, four towards the outside and three on the inside
towards Jahdinpangh.” Yazdi mentions in his Zafosrndmab,
that “ from the wall of Sirf on the north-east to the wall of
Old Delhi on the south-west, a wall has been erected on both
sides, and the space between is called Jahanpangh,”

S_f ri was the third capital, in succession, of the Muhammadan
Empire of Delhi. The Slave kiugs, with the exception of Kai
Qubdd, the last member of that dynasty, held their court and
issaed ’gh.fnr commands from Qil'ah Rai Pithora ; Jalil-ud-
din Khilji completed the city-fortress of Kai Qubid at Kilo-
kheri, which was subsequently known as Naii Shahr; his
nephew and successor, *Al4-uddin built the fort of Siri, which
continued to be the capital of the empire till the year 1321
A. D. when Sultan Ghids-uddin Tughlaq Shah built a new city
and a citadel which he called Tughlaqdbad.

General Cunningham questions Burgess, Lewis, Cope
itngl Campbell’s identification of the fort of Siri with thpe
citadel avound the Qutb.” On Lieutenant Bargess’s

work, I have nothing to say. Colonel Lewis and Mr.
Cope bave written some very interesting papers on the

archaology of Delhi, but they have also been guilty of
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some hosty writings on the subject, which do not add to
their weight as authorities. Mr. Campbell, on the other
hapd_, is a precise and instructive writer, for whose
opiuion I entertain great respect ; but in the question raised
by Ceneral Cunningham, the credit of sound argument is
altogether on his side, and an inquiry, which { may be per-
mitted to say has exhausted all available authoritics, leaves
no doubt in my mind that those who are opposed to him in
the discussion have completely failed to establish their case.
1t the village of Shahpur does not mark the site of ancient
Siri, we must give up all attempts to identify its locality.

From Timur and Sharaf-uddin Yazdi’s description of the
three cities which then constituted Delhi, we areled to infer
that to the north-east of this group was Siri, that to its north-
west was Dellii—which was larger than Siri ;—and thatin its
middle was Jahdnpanih, which again was much larger than
Delhi.  (eneral Cunuingbam’s identification of Siri with
Shahpiir has also the support of Mubammadan aathorities,
according to whom Delli lies to the south-west of Shahpiir ;
Juhdnpansh, between Shalpir and Delhi, while Shdhpur is
deseribed as being smaller than Delhi.

The following abstract of all that is historically known
of Siri will satisfy the reader that, in the controversy be-
tween (teneral Cunningham and Mr. Burgess and those who
follow the latier, General Cunningham has the advantage both

as regards arguments and facts :

1. Siri was a village outside the walls of Qil'ah Rl
Pithora, and the plains of Siri, like the plains of Hauz Rani,
were used as encamping grounds. When Kai Qub4id{687 A. H.
1257 A. D.) fixed his head quarters at Siri, we are told that
the right wing of his aymy was at Tilpat and the lefs at In-
drapat ; the centre of an army so encamped would be at
Shahpar. It is thevefore a perfectly justifiable inference
that Sirf was outside Qil’éh Rdi Pithora, and that it was
between the villages of Indrapat and Tilpat.

9. Sirf was founded, either as a city or a fort, in 703 A.
H. (1303 A. D.) ; but, before its foundation, that is in 605
A. H. (1205 A. D.), there were two rival cities on the right
banks of the Jamna, namely, Old Delhi and Naii Shahr. When
Rukn-uddin Ibrahim, the cousin of Ala-uddin, was raised to
the throne in Old Delhi, ’Ala-uddin “ was encamped at Sirl”
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There was no fort of that name at the time, and the reference
is evidently to “the plains of Siri”*

3. In 697 A. H. (1297 A.D.), ’Al4-uddin “ marched out
of Delhi with great display and pitched his tent in Sir.”
The encampment must have been at some distance from
Delhi ; at all events it could not possibly bave been inside that
city.t

4. On another occasion, Ala-uddin is said to have “ left
the capital and encamped at Siri.” This again refers to Old
Delhi, and therefore its identity, or any part of it, with Siri is
impossible.

5. Two formidable incursions of the Moghals into nor-
thern India compelled 'Ala-uddin to repair the old forts of
Delhi and build anewone. It is hardly necessary to add that,
had the new fort been built in Old Delbi, it would not have
been named after Siri,

If Abul Fazl's description of Siri is not grossly in-
accurate, and I bhave no reason to believe that it 1s, we
must set aside the idea that it was built in one well-known
locality while it bore the name of another ! If the new fort
was called Siri, it was certainly not built within the walls of
the city of Ridi Pithora. We have already given Timdr and
Yazdi's accovnts of the three cities which then comprised
Delhi; Ibn Batuta writes of ¢ four neighbouriag eities,” which
went by the name of Delbi : the first he calls the “old city
built by the idolators,” and Siri, according to bim, was the
“seat of the Khalifat.” Unless the idolatrous city was twice
its known size, we must find room for the “ Khalifat” else-
where than in the city of Rdi Pithora.

.., Kasr Hazar Sathun or the Palace with a Thousand
pillars.——When ’Ald-uddin Khilji entrenched himself in Siri,
in front of the Moghal encampment, (703 A. H., 1303 A. D.),
he built on the site of his entrenchment 3 palace of a
thousand pillars, otherwise known as Kasr Hazir Sathen.
According to the usages of the time, the heads of thonsands of

* Barni,
+ Barni,
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Moghals were buried in the foundation and built into the walls
of the new palace. General Cunningham hasfixedthe locality of
this palace mnside the western half of the fort of Shihpir, which,
as I have aiready remarked, he identifies with <irf; Mr. Beglar,
however, has recognised its ruins “a short way outside the
south walls of it.” Timdr confounds it with the Hazar Sathuin
of Muhammad Shah Tughlaq, alies Malik Jauna: “some of
the ladies of my harem,” writes the Prince, “expressed a wish
to ¢zo into the city and see the palace of Hazar Sathdn, which
Malik Jauna built in the fort called Jahinpanah.”

The ruins of this palace suggest no idea of the building
as it once existed. According to Amir Khusrau, the display
of plunder from Arangdl by Malik Kafir, a distinguished
general of ’Ald-uddin Khilji, was “ madein front of the Golden
Palace,” but the Tarikh Firoz Shdhi gives a more detailed
account of the event, and states that it occurrcd in the Palace
of Hazir Sathun,

Thirty-five days after the death of ’Ald-uddin Khilji
(1317 A. D.), Malik Kafiir, the valued counsellor of
' Ald-uddin, was treacherously murdered by the slaves of ’Al4-
uddin’s successor, Qutb-uddin Mubdirak Shih, in hisroom in
the palace of Hazdr Sathdn,

In 1320 A, D., Khusrau Khdn’s Hindu followers assas-
sinated Sultan Qutb-uddin Mubarak Shih on the terrace of
this palace, and, a few months later, Khusrau Khin was exe-
cuted by the order of Ghids-uddin Tughlaq Shih, “on the
very spot where he had killed Quth-uddin, His head and
body were thrown from the palace, as he had dene with the
head ot his predecessor.”

Inthe same year, Tughlaq Shih “seated himself in the
Hazir Sathun, and in the presence of the assembled nobles,
wept over the unhappy fate which had befallen Qutb-uddin
and the other sons of "Ald-uddin his patron,”

Such are the historical associations which surround the
memory of this famous palace ; of its architectural pretensions,
we can say nothing beyond what may be conveyed by its
name.
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The Tomb of 'Ala-uddin Khilji—“On the 6th of
Shavvil, (715 A. H,, 1815 A. D.) towards morning, the
corpse of ’Ald-uddin was brought out of the Red Palace of
Sirf, and was buried in a tomb in front of Jam’a Masjid.”
This is exactly where the grave of "Ala-uddin is popularly
believed to be, and where it is also placed by Syud Amed
Khén.* Sultan Firoz Shih Tughlaq, in the list of repairs
doue to ancient buildinzs b’y his orders, mentiuns the follow-
ing ; “ Tomb of Sultan 'Aléd-uddin: I repaired this, and
furnished it with sandal wood doors. I repaired the walls
of the abdar khanah, and the west wall of the mosque which
is within the college, and I also made good the tesselated
pavement,”

The grave of ’Al4-uddin stands on the southern side of
a court yard, about 400 feet longand 200 feet wide, the
western and southern sides of which were finished by ’Ala-
uddin’s successor. The northern wall was perhaps never
* finished ; about a fifth of the eastern wall is formed by the
back wall of Altamsh’s extension of the western wall ot the
Masjid Quvvat-ul-Islim.

The court yard of the tomb is entered from all sides. Its
Present main entrances are on the east and the west: on the east
through the wall of Altamsh’s extension already referred to ;
on the west the entrance is on the continuation of the road
from the Qutb Mindr to Adbam Khin’s tomb. The western
entrance is a Pathan gateway of stone and masonry, and the
rest of the buildings within the enclosure are of the same mate-
rials. The arch of the gateway is about 14 feet high and 11
feet wide, and the masonry wall over it is about 4 feet high ;
on the right of the vpectator, as he faces the gate from inside,
there is a domed room about 8 feet higher than the gateway,
adjoining which there are three rooms about 14 feet by 11,
with arched doors.  Next-to this, there is a second domed
room a little wider than the first, and apparently a second
gateway. Onits right there are three rooms like those on its

* Mr. Beglar helieves, that a “fine marble tomb-stone at Sfri, yellow with

and exposure, of which the people have no traditions, but which ‘ean be no
other than ’Ala-uddin’s tomb,” and that *it is recorded in hivtory that 'Ala-
uddfn was buried in Hazarsitun” This in evidently a mistabo « yud Ahmed
Khfu's acconnt is in accord with bistory.—See Zurbh Fios. i
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left, but the last room is now levelled with the ground. We
have now finished the western wall of the court yard ; on ite
north, even the ruins, if any did exist, have disappeared ; and
we now turn to the south. On this side, the wall consists
of the ruins of three domed rooms, the grave of ’Als-uddin
Khilji being in the centre room. The tomb is about 50 feet
long and 32 feet wide ; on either side of it there is a passage
which divides it from the side rooms, which are half the size
of the room in the centre. These rooms are domeless : the
stone and mortar of the walls are bare, the red sandstone facing
having been removed years ago,

Behind these rooms,but forming a part of the tomb, are the
ruins of a row of flat-roofed rooms, about 24 feet wide and of
the length of the southern wall of the enclosure. There are
six niches in the southern wall of these ruins and a doorway
In its centre ; in the south eastern wall there are steps which
conducted the visitor to the top ot the building. The walls of
the tomb and of the rooms attached to it, are completely bare,

The eastern wall of the enclosure is formed by a row of
three flat roofed rooms with arched doors, corresponding with
those on the west ; adjoining this is a gateway facing the one
on the opposite side, and this, I believe, was the city entrance of
the tomb. Beyond this is the wall of the western exien-
sion of the Masjid Quvvat-ul-Islétin. On the soutli-eastern
outside corner of ’Ali-uddin’s tomb, are the ruins of the
Masjid which belonged to it. Both the college and the
dbdir Khdnah, which Firoz Shah says be repaired, were in
the rooms in the eastern and western walls of the tomb,

The Fort and City of Tughlagabad.-—Tughlaqdbdd is
about twelve miles to the south of Modern Delhi.  According
to Syud Ahmed Kbhdn the building of this fort and city
was commenced in 721 A, H. (1321 A. D.} and completed in
723°(1323 A. D.)* Fergusson appropriately describes it as
“ the gigantic fort of an old Pathan Chiet.” Itis an irregular
half hexagon in shape, with three short sides facing the east,
west and north, of rather more than three quarters of a mile

# This was the fourth ¢ity which, in successon, became the capital of the
empire of Delbi, Itis deseribed by Iba Batuta as one of the four cities which
gld Dethi or Qilah R&i Pithora, the second

conetitnted Delhi; the first waa !
Kilokheri or Nais Shahr, the third Siri, and the fourth Tughlagabid.
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. in length each, and & base of a mile and a half on the south ;
the former is protected by a deep ditch, and the latter by a
large sheet ot water, held up by artificial embankments at the
south-east corner. The whole circuit of Tughlaqibid is only
a furlong less than four miles, The fort stands on a rocky
height surrounded by ravinss, with.a piece of low ground,
probably the dry bed of a lake, on one side of it
The walls of the fort are built of massive blocks of stone,
of .extraordinary thickness, and contaic two storeyed
domed rooms. The largest stone which General Cunningham

observed was 14 feet in length by 21 feet 2 inches, and
¢ 1 foot 10 inches in breadth, and must have weighed rather
more than gix tons.

The rock on the svathern face is scarped, the walls
above-xjse to.a mean height of 40 feet, with a parapet pierced
" with 1ow sloping loopholes and crowned with a line of rude
loopholed stone battlements of 7 feet. Behind this rises
another wall of 15 feet, the whole height above the low
ground being upwards of 90 feet. In the south-west angle
18 the citadel, which cccupies about one-sixth of the area of
the fort, and contains the ruins of a large palace, The ram-
{arts are raised on domed rooms, which, General Canningham

elieves, were the quarters of the troops garrisoned in the
fort. Some of the bastions are still in a fair state of preserv-
ation, * The walls slope rapidly inwards, even as much as
those of Egyptian buildings.” But the vast size, the great
strength, and the visible solidity of the whole give to Tugh-
laqibad an air of stern aond massive grandeur, which is
striking.®*  “ One of the grandest sights I ever witnessed,”
writes Captain Archer, of the general appearance ot Tugh-
liqabdd, and wonders how these enormous blocks of stone
were fashioned and put up as they are; while the writer
in Thornton’s Gazetteer believes that * walls so massive’
can only be destroyed by an earthquake.

“ The citadel,” writes Franklin, “is strongly defended by
ranges of towers and bastions, within which were the private
apartments of the eperor ; here, in times of danger he was
petfectly secure, as the ascent even at this period is winding
and difficult, the naked rocks form the glacis of the place, the

* Archezological Reports. 1 Vol, p. 313,
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approaches to which were thus rendered almost impracticable,
At the foot, of the citadel is a tank of great magnitude and
depth, lined with stone, from which the garrison were sup-

plied.”

The general plan of these ruins, according to Mr. Beg-
lar, suggests a “court-yard surrounded on three, and sometimes
on all, sides by rows of rooms ; there was only one entrance
to each such enclosure, and facing the side on which the en-
trance was, is the hall, an oblong of about 15 or 20 feet by
12 feet wide ; on either side of this were small rooms commu-
nicating with the hall and with the court-yard. Sometimes,
the hall had also a range of small rooms at the back ; all the
rooms are turnished with numerous small arches, but never a
window opening outwards.”

The ascent to the main gateway is steep and rocky, and
now that the ruins of some of the inuer rooms have tumbled
into the passage which leads to it, it is by no means an agree-
able undertaking. The gateways are formed ¢ of masses of
granite of huge dimensions, hewn out of the rocks at the foot
of the wall.”

“ The Fort of Tughlagibad has 13 gates, and there are
three inner gates to the citadel.” According to Syud Ahmed
Khin, who follows tradition, there were 56 bastions and
52 gates in the fortand city of Tughlagabid; but General
Cunninghant’s statement is decidedly more trustworthy.

“ It contains seven tanks for water, besides the ruins of

several large buildings, as the Jama Masjid and the Biryj
Mandir.”*

“ There are three extensive baolis [springs] in perfect
order ; there are apartments under ground from thirty to
eighty feet, on a level with large wells or tanks of water
faced with stone. The emperor’s consist of a suite of eight cir-
cular rooms with arched roofs and a space of two feet in dia-
meter at top for the purpose of admitting light. The rooms
are twenty fect in diameter and were used in the hot

* General Cunninghars does not give his authority for placinz the ruins of
the tower known as Birl) Mandir in Tughligabid. For reasons stated in the proper
place, I agree with Syud Almed Khdn that this tower belonged to Jaliinpanih,
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weather. . . The third baoM is situated near the citadel.
There are tanks to each of these ranges of rooms, 40 by 30
feet in length and breadth, all lined with free stone.”™

The upper part of the fort is full of ruined houses, while
the lower appears never to have been fully inhabited.

The sense-of grandeur, which a distant view of the fort so
strongly Impresses on thespectator’s mind is not sustained when
he finds himself within the walls of the fort and amidst its
piles of ruins, The desolation which here surrounds him has
no special claim to his attention ; he has to walk out of the
view of the debris of ruined walls and compartments, and once
more to look at the lofty walls and the commanding height
of its massive bastions, before he can realise the majestic
solidity of this magnificent fort.

Tughlaqibsd belonged to the principality of Balabgarh,
but it was annexed by the British Government for the compli-
city of its Raja in the rebellion of 1857. It is now
an insignificant Gujar village, the importance of which is
entirely due to its ruins. Nizdm-uddin Aulf4, the saint of
whom we shall have to speak at greater length hereafter, and
who carried on a secret war against Sultan Ghigs-uddin
Tughlaq Shéh, prophecied of this fort, that it shall

Either be inhabited by Gujars
Or be abandoned.

Yéh base Gujar
Ydh rahe ujar.

The Tomb of Ghias-uddin Tughlaq S8hah—Tughlaq
Shéh was gified with some originality of character, but with
great courage and untiring energy. He repulsed four
Moghal invasions with such slaughter, that for the rest
of his life he established for himself the reputation of
being the most successful general of his time, In 725 A.
H. (1325 A. D.) while returming from a successful invasion
of Bongal, one of the Governors of which country, Bah4dur

* Franklin,
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Shah, he had “ sent to Delhi with a rope round his neck,”
he was informed of the seditious predictions of certain
“ wise men and astrologers,” that he would never see Delhi
again ; “ but the king replied by threats against them.”
Chief among these offenders was the saint Nizim-uddin
Aulii, who had long been at war with Tughlaq Shah, and who -
was apparently in league with his son Muhammad Shih
against the king. Tughlag Shdh, indignant at the defiant atti-
tude of the Saint, ordered him to quit Delhi. “ Let me but
reach Delhi,” said Tughlaq Shdh, “and this fiend priest
shall be humbled,” When news reached the capital that
Tughlaq Shih was within a few miles of the place, the friends
of Nizdm-uddin importuned him to leave the city and visit
Multan. The Saint, however, was not to be intimidated ;
he had only one answer to all friendly importunities : Dehlf
didr ast—Delhi ts still far off *

When Tughlaq Shéh arrived at Afghanpir, about
gix miles from his capital, he was accommodated by his
son in a temporary wooden palace, built in three days,
“ where,” says Zid-uddin Barni, the author of Tarikh-i-Fires
Shdhi, “the Sultan might stay for the night and take
rest, before marching on the following day into the city
with pomp and triumph. The Sultan Tughlaq Shih arrived
in the afternoon and stopped, The Sultan’s table had been
spread, and he took food ; the nobles came out to wash
their hands. A thunderbolt from the sky descended upon
the earth, and the roof under which the Sultan was
seated fell down, crushing him and five or six other persons,
80 that they died.” Ibo Batutd gives the popular account of
the death of Tughlaq Shéh, and it is more likely to be true
than the story of the “thunderbolt from the sky.” After des-
cribing the construction of the temporary palace, Batutd goes
on to say, that “the object with which it was built was this,
that it should fall down with a crash when the elephants
touched it in a certain part. The Sultan stopped at this build-
ing and feasted the people, who afterwards dispersed. His
son asked permission {o parade the elephants before him
fully accoutred. The Sultan consented. The Sultan’s
favorite son, Mahmiid, was with the king, when the elephants

* 4 This,” says Mr. Frederick Cooper, “is now a proverb over the East,
equivalent to our, * there it many & slip between the cup and the lip’ It is pro-
. bable that the saint had some understanding with the son in his plans and the
murder of his father,”
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assed along that side, ‘the building fell down upon the
léuitan and his son Mahmid. The Saltan’s son Muham-
mad [the heir-apparent] ordered pickaxes and shovels to
be brought to dig and seek for his father, but he made
signs for them not to hurry, and the tools were not brought
till after sunset. Then they began to dig, and they found the
Sultan, who had bent over his son to save him from death.
Some assert that Tughlaq was taken oat dead ; others, on the
contrary, maintain that he was alive and thatan end was
made of him. He was carried away at night to the tomb
which he had himself built near the city, called after him
Tughlagibdd, and there he was interred. It was to the
skilful management of the wazir, Khwaja-i-jahan, in con-
structing the edifice which fell upon him, Tughlaq, that he
owed the position he held with Sultan Mubammad, and the
partiality which the latter had for him.”

Thereisno longer any doubt as to Muhammad Shih’s
complicity in the death of his father; and the testimony
of Ibn Batuta is about the best evidence it is possible to have
on the subject. Hardly less convincing are the inferences to
be drawn from the conduct of Mubammad Shdh and Nizdm-
uddin Aulii. The heir-apparent was a devoted admirer of the
Saint ; he used to visit Nizdm-uddin when the Aulih was
under the influence of ecstatic fits, and it was in one of these
inspired moments that he got Nizdm-uddin to promise him
the throne of Delhi. When Mubummad succeeced his
father Ghias-uddinon the throne, he paid the Saint the most
profound respect ; and when the death of the latter occurred,
Muhammad * bore his bier on his shoulder.” On the other
hand, Nizim-uddin was constantly at war with the late king,
and was sometimes in dread of hislife. }e also knew that
Tughlaq Shih had heard of his prophecy, and that the king
would keep his promise to humble the priest, His assurance
under the circumstances—expressed in a phrase now household
words throughout literate Hindusthan—was the result of
implicit confidence in the success of the conspiracy against the
life of the king.* Ghias-uddin Tughlag Shih died in Rabi’. L
725 A. H. (1324 A. D)

, . * Even AbGl Fazl, the great Minister of Akbar, a profound advocate of accom-
Ejl;ahed resuits, while acquitting Mubummad Tughiaq Shah of being the caise of
father's death, is rather disconcerted by the facts, that the wooden palace should

have been put up in such wonderful haste
pressed his father to occupy it. , and that Mubammad Shéh ehould have
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Altkough Ibn Batuta states that Tughlaq Shéh had built
his own tomb--as he is supposed to have built one at Multan
while governor of that place—-the better opinion is that the
tomb at Delbi was the work of Muhammad Shah, and that
it was built within a year of his father’s death.

We havealready described one Dar-ul-aman—House of
rest — where the great Balban lies buried, but the same ho-
noured appellalion was applied to Tughlagq Shih’s tomb and its
enclosure. Firoz Shih Tughlaq, the grandson of Ghigs-uddin
Tughlaq, describes it in the following words : “ This is the bed
and restiug place of great men. I had new sandal wood
doors made for it, and over the tombs of these distingunished
men 1 had cartains and hangings suspended.”

The following description of the tomb, I have re-
produced from General Cunningham’s reports, with oceasional
addition : 1t is situated in the midst of an artificial lake, fed
by the overflowing of the Hauz Shamsi and by a lot of
natural drains which flowed into the base of the tort,
and which at one time must have formed one of its natural
defences. It is surronnded by a pentagonal outwork,
which iz connected with the fortress by a cavseway
600 feet in length, supported on 27 arches. * In plan, the
tomb is a square ot 38} feet interior, and 61} feet exterior
dimensions. The outer walls are 334 feet in height to the
top of the battlement, with a slope of 2-333 per foot. At this
rate the whole slope is 7% feet in 381 feet. The walls at
base are 11} feet thick, and at top only four feet ; but the
projecting mouldings of the interior inerease the thickness of
the wall at the springing o1 the dome to about 6 or 7 feet or
perhaps more, for I had no means of making measurements
so high up. The diameter of the dome is about 31 feet inside
and about 44 feet outside, with a height of 20 feet ; the dome
is of marble, striped with red stone. The whole height of
the tomb to the top of the dome iz 70 feet, and to the top
of the pinnacle [which is made of red stone,]about §0 feet.

* Fach of the four sides hasa lofty doorway in the mid-
dle, 24 feet in height, with a painted horse shoe arch, fretted
on the outer edge. Thereis a small decorway only 5 feet 10
inches in width, but of the same form, in the middle of the
great entrances, the archway being filled with a white mar-
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ble lattice screen of bold pattern. The decoration of the ex-
terior depends chiefly on difference of colour, which is effected
by the free use of bands and borders of white marble on the
large sloping surfaces of red stone. The horse shoe arches
are of white marble and a broad band of the same goes com-
pletely round the building at the springing of the arches.
Another broad band of marble in upright slabs, 4 feet in
height, goes all round the dome just above its springing. The
present effect of this mixtare of colours is certainly pleasing,
but I believe that much of its beauty is due to the mellowing
hand of time, which has softened the erude redness of sand-
stone as well ag the dazzling whiteness of the marble. The
building itself isin very good order,”*

The entrance to the outwork of the tomb is a kigh and
massive gateway of red sand-stone, which is reached by a flight
of 32 steps. There are rooms in the enclosure walls, which were
intended, as we are told, “ for the accommodation of the poor ;”
and the angles of the pentagon are supported by towers which
are surmounted by pavilions. Thereis a sort of double tower
in the extreme left angle of the gateway, containing graves
which have not been identified, but judging from Firoz Shéh
Tughlag’s description ot the place, it is Ey no means unlikely
that they were in existence when Sultan Firoz repaired and
adorned the tomb.

_ Ipside the tomb there are three graves : that in the middle
18 undoubtedly the grave of Tughlaq Shih, but of the two
others, one on either side of it, it is impossible to speak with
confidence, The marble monuments which once covered these
graves, were either removed or destroyed. One of the two
smaller gravesis supposed to belong to Makddm-at-Jahin,
the Wife of Tughlaq Shdh, and the other to Muhammad Shah
Tughblaq the son, successor, and murderer of Ghias-uddin
Tughlaq Shih, who died of fever in Sindh in the year 752
A H (1351 A.D)

* Archaological Reports. Vol, T, p. 2186,

. When the stern old warrior Tughlaq Sh&h (1321) founded the new Delhi,
which still bears his name, he built a tomb, not in a garden as was usually the case,
butin & strongly fortified citadel in the middle of an artificial lake, The slop-
ing walls and almost Exyptian solidity of this maasoleum, combined with the bold
apd massive towors of the fortifications that sarround it, form a picture of a war-
rior’s tomb unrivalled anywhere, and a singular contrast with the elegant and luxu-
Tiant garden tombs of the more settled and peaceful dynasties that succeeded.”
Fergusson, History of Architecture. Vol 1L, p. 653,

'
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1f it were necessary to establish what, perhaps, is now
an admitted position, that the education of Oriental princes
never aimed at the formation of character, the carcer of
Muhammad Shih Tughlag would be an incontrovertible argu-
ment in its favour. Accomplished above all his predecessors
in the empire of Delhi ; surpassed by none of his successors,
so far as we have the means of judging their accomplish-
ments, his knowledge of ¢ arts and sciences” drew the admira-
ation of men of culture and of students who had made speeial
subjects the stady of their lives. But Muhammad Shih
was a wanton, and an unprincipled tyrant ; he was cursed
with unbridled passions ; and his reign of 26 years was
remarkable for a serles of disasters.®* When political
troubles and disease put an end to his career at Tatta,
the empire was on the brink of dismemberment. His
cousin and successor, the amiable but weak prince Firoz Shah
Tughlag, who had witnessed with sorrow the cruelties of
Muhammad Shéh, adopted a primitive method for the salvation
of the deceased king’s soul. According to the Muhammadan
sacred laws, every offence has a double aspect, viz, in its
relation first to God and then to man; in the latter case, a
pardon is believed to reduce some portion of its punishment.
Actuated by pious and kindly feelings towards his royal cousin,
and “under the guidance of the Almighty,” Sultan Firoz Shih
obtained ¢ deeds of satisfaction duly attesied by witnesses,”
from ¢ those who had been deprived of a limb, nose, eye,
hand or foot” by his “lord and patror Muhammad Shah”
These records were put into a chest, and buried in the Dar-ul-
aman at the head of the tomb of the late Sultan, “in the hope
that God, inhis great clemency, would show mercy to my
late friend and patron, and make those persons reconciled to

him,”

* Ibn Batuta’s description of Muhammad's character, if not very complete, is by
no means uninstructive ; with other eccentric qualities, Muhammad
great “ fondneas for making presents and shedding blood.”

—tcp—
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’Adilabad or Muhammadabad. —To the south of Tugh-
laq4bad are its two pendent forts ; the one built on small rocks
“ on-its south-eastern corner is known as Muhammadab4d, after
Muhammad Shdh Tughlag, or *Adildbad from ’adil--just—for
1t was one of Muhammad’s weaknesses to consider himselt the
ideal of a just man. It is strange to notice that, after

ving him the blackest possible character, Ibn Batuta
gal)es not hesitate to add, “in spite of this, he is one who

F

exhibits the greatest equity.” The fort to the south west of <

Tughlaqdbdd is known by such a variety of names as would
lead one {0 suppose that it has the advantage of a periodical
change in its nomenclature : by some it is called the Emyperor’s
Fort, by others the Washerman’s Fort or the Right Fort.

Both "Adilibdid and the second small fort are miniatures
of Tughlaqibdd, having been built in the style of the fort of
Tughlaq Shéh, with sloping walls, huge blocks of stones, and
enclosing both a citadel and a city.  The circuit of ’Adila-
bad does not extend beyond half 2 mile ; that of the second
fort is even less, In both forts the citadel is built on an
elevated position, and commands a suburb enclosed by a line of
wall. In’Adildbdd the main gateway is also the entral:ce to the
citadel ; the outer wall encloses the “ protected suburb”
which is to the south of the citadel, here it meets the
eastern wall of the citadel, and 1s connected with Tughlagdbdd
“ by a double wall along the causeway, which crosses the
Intervening low ground.” In the citadel of this fort was the
famous palace of Hazir Sathun, the palace with o thousand
pillars, being the second building of that name ; the first
was built by Ald-uddin Khilji on the grounds which were
“afterwards the enclosed ‘suburbs known as Jahdn-
‘pagah.” Syud Ahmed Khiu's description of this Palace 1s
hardly correct ; the pMars are said to have been cut out of
rqarb}:a and the building was * not unlikeiy flnree-sto}eyed
high.” I prefer, however, Ibn Batuta’s anthority who describes
the hall of audience as an immense chamber of * 4 thousand

columns.  These pillars are of varnished wood, and support 8
wooden roof, painted in the most admirable style.”
The second fort, though s in i i
i : , gh smaller in size, resembles its asso-
iifted fort in every other respect ; its grounds are covered with
e ruins of a citadel and of a bazar or cantonment., These

TUiBsS are interspersed with worked fragments of red sandstone.
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Jahanpanah. —The suburbs of Qil'ah Rdi Pichora
grew in the reigns of the later Slave Kings of Delhi
to be the cause of anxiety to the residents of the Fort
and of interest to the Alewiti robbers, who infested
them during the weak reign of Kai Qubid. The depre-
dations of this maraunding tribe became a matter for the
serious consideration of 'Ali-uddin Khilji when he came
to the throne ; and with his usual energy he cartied fire
and sword into the country of Mewat. * Girls at the well,
and water carriers at the Hauz, were constantly assaulted
by these robbers and stripped of all their clothiig, so that
it was necessary for the gates of the ecity to be carefully
guarded after the evening prayer.” When the Moghals
invaded Delhi, the outskirts of the city suffered heavily ;
and after “Ald-uddin Khilj{ had founded Siri, the suburbs of
Qilah Réai Pithora spread still further in a south-easterly
direction, till the opposite boundaries of the two cities became
conterminous, and the viilages of Hauz Rini, TGti Sarai and
Khirki formed the more important links of the connecting
chain. It then occurred to Muhammad Shih Tughlaq to
enclose the whole of the suburbs lying between Old Delhi
and Siri —not more for the purpose of protecting them againsg
Moghals and Mewatis than to perpetuate his vame as the
founder of 2 new city. In 728 A, H. (1327 A. D.) this task
was accomplishad, and the cities of Old Delhi and Siri were
united by two lines of fortifications. The wall on the north-
west is about 2 miles in length, and those on the east and
south are two miles and a quarter long, the whole length of
the thres walls heing about 5 miles. The north eastern wall
is irregular and in ruins ; so is the best part of the eastern
wall, which, however, is perfectly straight ; the southern wall
which was also built in a straight line has more than a third
of it in ruins.

There were thirteen gates in the new city of Jahanpandih
—exclusive of those which belonged in common to Old Delhi
and Siri, Of these thirteen gates, six were on the north-
west, and one of these is pamed by native histovians the
gate of the Maiddn (plain), and according to Yazdi it ““ opened
fowards Hauz Khds;” it was also called the gate of Hauz
Khas ;* the rest of the gates were on the south-east;

* Tarikh-i-Mubarak Shaki,
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two of the latter are known to history as the Hauz Rani and
the Barska gates. Within this new enclosure wasa famous
tower known as Bijf or Bedi Manzal, of which a description
i given further on.

Ibn Batuta describes Jahdnpandh as ¢ specially designed
for the residence of the reigning Suitan of India, Muhamwad
Shah ; he built it, and it was his intention to connect all these
four cities. (Old Delhi, Sirf, Jahdnpanih and Tughlaqdbdd)
together by one and the same wall, He raised a portion of it,
but abandoned its completion, in consequence of the enormous
expense ifs erection would bave entailed.”

Biji Mandal or Bedi Manzal —As 1 have already re-
marked, General Cunningham seems to be in error when he
places the ruins of this tower in Tughlagabid : unless, indeed,

*  Alter deseribing Jahanniuah as the seventh fort of Dlelhi, General Cun-
ningham proceeds to acconnt for “ the pithy [native] description of swi-fide bawan
Darwuza or seven forts and 52 gates” whieh then comprised Delhi. e epumeraies
the seven forts as follows :1—

“ 1., Lalkot.
2. Rai Pithora,
3. Wirtor Kilz Alai.
4. Tughlagabad.
8. Citulel of Tughlagabad.
8, Adilabad,
7. Jahanpanah”

He makes np the “ 52 gates” by allotting

3 tu Lalkot,
10 to Bai Pithora’s fort.
T to e
23 to Jakanpanah.
13 to Tagllagabul.
3 to citadel of Tughlagabad,
2 to *Adilabad.

52 Total number of gates.

The natives, however, regard their familiar phrase *“ Sar e Bawan Darwasa’
as m-ve suggestive of the grandeur of Old Delhi, than a description of the then exis-
ting state of that city.  Similar pheases, which bave had eurrency elstwhere, make
me believe that the popular explanation of this description is ‘enrrect ée»ﬁdes
both Fiuch aud de Latt give Delhi ® nine” iustend of ¢ seven forts” :md this L sup:
%?le ;;]\: pl';;]i?l-l; _t,heﬁcas-e, ]-fi -ll'thel..e:‘al t:hmn: ngham bas left out of hig list Doth

ollievt and Ghidspar, whic 1@ mitives 1 i iti i
included Lalkot of ‘\'Ihich they :I.|lpi::ll‘nt:: k::o\vJ iiﬁ:ﬁn; ere fortified cities, and ha

Aguin, uative historiang allot “ 52 gates and 56 hastions” :
but although Fhave rejected this accol%nt and preferred tlﬁ:Lttoongxéglf;r(g}bb“Elt::}t:::]al::
haw, which gives only 16 gutess to the city and Fortof Tn hlay Shah, T see po renson
why he should not mclude in his acconnt the second smaﬁ fort near 'ifu h]o '!bbad
a5 cue of the Forts of Delby, and its gates a8 some of the gates of that cit;% AEDE
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by Biryj Mandir he refers to some building, the history
of which I have not been able to ascertain.* "Abdul Hagq Mu-
haddis, a man of considerable reputation as a philosopher
and divine in the reigns of Akbar and Jahdngir, the author
of Akhbar-ul-Akhiar,—a history of Muhammadan saints,—who
lived in Delhi, and died there in the year 1052 A. H. (1642
A. D.) describes Biji Mandal as a tower of Jahdnpanih, and
states that Shaikh Hasan Tgher, a pious wan who visited
Delhi in the reign of Sekandar Lodi, resided lere by the order
of the king. When Tdher died in 809 A. H. {1503 A. D.), he
was buried outside this tower in Jahdnpandh ; and the group
of graves in its mneighbourhood belongs to members of his
family who settled in Delhi

The tower stands on & high mound, faced with stone and
masonry, about 83 feet from the ground, with steps leading to
its top ; the steps and the masonry sides of the mound have
suffered much from the effects of time. This terrace is sur-
mounted by a roofless octagonal room over which, Syud
Ahmed Kban 1z of opinion, thongh 1 have not been able
to satisfy myself of 1ts correctness, there was a tweive-
doored room whence the king reviewed his troops. The room
now in existence has four doors; it 1s built of stone and
masonry, and the corners are protected with red sandstone.
It is 20 feet high and about 38 feet square; the walls
slope downward to the base, where they gain in width about
4 feet in a height of 20 feet.

Not far from the grounds of this tower 1s a domed pavi-
lion, about 37 {eet high and 50 feet square. It is built of
stone and masonry, and Is in very fair order.

There is a wall-mosque close to the grave-yard. The
whole place has an air of desolation which its neighbourhood
to the village of Begampur has not changed, I cannot quite
understand the objeet of a building like the tower of Biji
Mandal, and Syud Ahmed Khan gives us no autherity for his
opinion that it was used as a royal stand on gala occasions.

Sathpalah—This bund for regulating the force of a
stream which ran through Jahdnpandh was built in the eastern

* Archaological Reports, WVol. I, page 213.
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wall of that city by Muhammad Shéh Tughlaq, in the year
727 A. H. (1326 A. D.). The bund consists of seven stone
and masonry arches about 38 feet high; the three centre
arches are 11 feet, and the rest are 9 feet wide ; the bund
itself is 177 feet long and each of its two flanking towers
is 89 feet wide, which together gives the whole building a
width of 255 feet.

The towers have the appearance of Pathan gateways;
they are 39 feet wide, 47 feet long, and a little over 20 feet
high ; there is a small octagonal room in each ecorner of the
tower, and between these rooms there is an arched recess, the
arch in the eastern wall has a 7 feet wide entrance in its centre.
This door is covered by a gateway, about 16 feet wide with
arched recesses in its side walls, Each of the towers on the
corners of the bund, has a level piece of grourd in front.
about 57 feet square. This is the level of the top of the bund,
and it is about 64 feet from the level of the ground. Over
the seven arches of the bund there are seven other arches
which are 1. feet high and 11 feet wide.

Almost on a level with the ground and on either side of
the bund, there are arched openings which contain steps lead-
ing to the top of the building.

Tri-weekly fairs are held here in the month of October,

viz., on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Saturdays, till the celebration
of the festival of Dewalf.

The tomb of Nizam-uddin Aulia —There were Mu-
hammadan saintsin India who are still reckoned as superior to
Nizim-uddin in piety and in “ the secret knowledge of the
fatare” ; but none equalied him in the hold he acquired on
such varied classes of his co-religionists. Of his own frater-
nity, the well known Chistis, there sre three names before
whom royalty has humbled itself, and which still hold a
place in the daily thoughts and feelings of thousands
of believers. The first being that of M'uin-uddin, the founder
of the Chisti sect in India, who has ma.d; the place
of his burial famous as the “ Sacred Ajmer ;” then comes
that of his friend and suceessor, Quth Sdhib, “;ho has given
his name to all that is Interesting in the ruins of Mahrauli
and i%s environs; a#d the third, but notthe least, that of i
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the disciple of Qutb Sdhib and a worker of miracles, the
famous Farid-uddin Shakr Ganj of Pik Patan, who con-
ferred the gift of divination on Shaikh Nizam-uddin Aulid,
Last, but in many respeets the greatest, of the more renowned
Chisti saints was Nizim-uddin, who combined the piety
of a saint with what, in those days, was considered the wisdom
of a politician. His knowledge of human nature was not
derived from the study of books; it was the result of ex-
periences of human life acquired under favorable circumstances.
This experience earned for him many a dubious compliment ;
from some of possessing a knowledge of sorcery, and from
others of being a member of the Secret Society of the Assassing
. of Khorasan, while, according to Colonel Sleeman, at times a
somewhat prec:pltate thmker he was the organiser of Thag-
gism in India. He had the advantacre of belncr all things to all
men ; he was the friend of ’Ali-uddin Khilji “and Muhammad .
Shih Tughlag, both of whom succeeded to the throne of
Delhi ; the first after the murder of his uncle, and the second
» after that of his father. He appears to have learnt In one of
- lis eestatic fits the exact time of the death of Jalil-uddin Firoz
Shih Khilji, and declared it to his bewildered disciples when
it occurred at Manikpur ; of the death of Tughlag Shdh, he
also seems to have acquired a prophetic knowledge, and he
gave his fricnds to undevstand that the King would never see
Delhi again ; this prophecy came to pass, and the King was
! Killedat Af; vhanptr withia four miles of Tughlaqgib id. In
703 A. H. (13u3 A. D.) when the Moghals invaded the
territories ot "AkLi-uddin Khilji, the prayers of Nizim-uddin
dispersed them ; it is generally believed, however, that his
cmissaries had assassinated the Moghal chiefs in their tents.

Among his less noble but perhaps more valued friends,
Nizdim-uddin reckoned the well-known rvecluse Sayyad
Mahmud Behdr, the renowned saint Chirdgh Delhi, and
Atie courtly and tnfted poet Khusrau, While Jnmo’ he drew
the picus ai]emance of eager multitudes, and after hl‘! death,
down to the very date of our description, pilgrimages are made
to his tomb from all parts of India, and miracles are still
worked there for the believing.®

* One of the Amirs of the Court of Akbar, Husain-uddin, suddenly changed
-his mind, * and theugh a youny man, he expressed to the commander his wish to
resign the service, and live as faqir at the tomb of Nizam-uddin Aulis in Delhi,
Akbar permitted "his resignation. Husain lived for thirty years as an ascetic in
Delhi,” Blochmann's din-i - Adbari, Vol 1, p. 441,
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When Nizim-uddin first arrived in Delhi, he settled in the
then well-known village of Ghidsptr ; his house is still in
a very fair state of preservation, and forms part of the
south-eastern enclosure wall of the tomb Humdydn.

Nizdm-uddin was born in the year 633 A. . (1232 A.
D.) and died at sunrise on Wednesday, the 18th of Rabi’ 1L
in the year 725 A. II. (1324 A. D.). Ibn Batata calls
him Nizdm-uddin Bad4oni, and states that he was often visit-
ed by Muhammad Shih Tughlaq, and that the saint * in one
of his inspired fits gave .him the throne of Delhi.”

Nizim-uddin was buried in the small enclosed village
which bears his name, near the Chabutrih Yarini, the
platform of friends, where he used to discourse with
his disciples, and friend, and where the ashes of Amir
Khusrau, one whom he loved best, share with him the
sacred ground. Since it was honoured with the bones of
this holy man, the little village has been selected as the
lIast resting place of an Emwperor, who bad tasted most
of the adversities which accompany a crown ; of generals
not unknown to glory even when success was won only
under the royal prestige; of queens, princes and princesses
not more known to fame than to mistortune. While
gilence surrounds the graves of the men and women
of quality, the tomb of the saint, who is suspected of com-
plicity -in at least one murder, is atlended by pious men

who chaunt sacred hymns and read holy books within its vene-
rated walls.

The village of Niz4m-uddin is within five miles of Modern
Delhi; it is entered by a lofty stone and masonry gate-
way, on either side of which there are rooms now oecupied
as a school. On the right of the visitor, as he enters the
village, is the mausoleum known as the Chausat Khambah ;
further on, still on his right, are the graves of the
queens, the daughters and nieces of Akbar II. Turning
to his left, the visitor arrives at a low gateway through
which he enters a stone paved enclosure about 60 feet square ;
on his left, is a room now occupied as a school with a grave n
it, and on his right is the tomb of Khusrau, On the north of
this court is another walled enclosure, payed with marble,
which contains the tomb of Nizdm-uddin. {This enclosure is



THE TOMB OF NKIZAM-UDDIN ATLIA, 105

about 48% yards long and 194 yards broad, and within its
walls are the graves of Jahdndrd Begam, Muhammad
Shéh and Mirza Jahingir, and the mosque known
as Jamda'th Khanah. It is entered by a small
square door in its northern wall; about 20 yards
trom this i1s the tomb of Nizdm-uddin which is about 30
feet square, with five arched openings on each side, supported
by 20 marble pillars. A six feet wide verandah surrounds the
room which contains the grave ; this room 1is 18 feet square,
Las only one door, and, its sides admit light through
windows of marble lattice work, the frames of which
are made of red stone. The pavement round the grave is
of marble ; the arched openings of the verandahs are
protected by deep sandstone ledges or weathering, and
are covered with red cotton pardahs, while the windows
of the room are covered with pardehs of red-cloth. The tomb
is surmounted by a white marble dome ornamented with
vertical stripes of black marble, and a copper gilt pinnacle ;
on the four corners of the tomb there are small marble dome
pavilions with pinnacles of the same materials, Between these
pavilions the roof is protected by a parapet wall which con-
sists of solid masonry domes, about 20 inches high, with small
gilt pinnacles ; underneath these domes are small arcades,
the open spaces being about 20 inches high ; the domes and the
arcades together stand on a dwarf wall about 2 feet high,
the three together forming a wall about 6 feet high and
18 faet from the ground.

On a cloudy day the light in the room is not sufficient
to shew the walls and the grave to advantage. At the head
of the grave the wall contains three screens of marble lattice
work, the centre screen being larger than those on its
sides ; in the centre of the western wall there is an arched
recess ornamented with gilt work which officiates for
the ordinary wall-mosque, and on either side of it light and
air are admitted through a lattice screen. Inthe eastern wall
there are three such screens, the centre one being larger than
those on its sides. In the centre of the southern wall 1s a door
which admits the visitor into the room, and on either side
of 1t there is a marble screen.

A cotton canopy hangs over the grave, and plated glass
balls are suspended round it as ornaments, The grave is
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enclosed by a wooden railing, about 2 feet high and about
3 feet from the walls of the room ; at the corners of this
railing are wooden staves, about 10 feet high, which support
the canopy already described. The canopy is about 7 feet
wide ang about 10 feet long, and is lined with red cloth
printed with gold.

At the head of the grave a Qoran is kept open on a
stool, and behind this is a slab of marble let into the latticed
screen which bears an.inscription In embossed gilt letters.
The inner pillars of the room are made of red stone ; and the
inver face of the lattice screens .ave ornamented with gold
and colour.

The history of the tomb, may be thus shortly told.
The grave was originally in a room with walls of lattice
work surmounted by a masonry dome; Firoz Shih Tugh-
laq ornamented the inside of the tomb : “I also repaired
the doors of the dome and the lattice work of thé tomb
of Shaikh-ul-Islim Nizim-ul-haqwa-din, yhich were made
ot sandal wood. Thung up the golden cups with chains
of gold in the four recesses of the dome, and I built
a meeting room, for betore this there was none.”* In970
A. H. (1562 A. D) Sayyad Farid Khin put up the
marble screens under the dome, and a marble slab, with
an inscription containing a chronogram, at the head of
the gravet In the reign of Jahangir (1017 A. H. 1608
A.D.) Farid Khan, better known as Murtazi Khan, made an
offering to the grave of a curtain inlaid with .mother-o™-pearl

* Putiheit-i-Firoe Shihi,

T English translation of the inscription :—

There is no God but God, and Muhammad is his prophet,

[God be] kpraised ! this mausoleum of the Lord, [Nizdm-uddin] who listens to
the prayers of all—

He resolved to build [who is] & Khéa of the dignity of the sk ¥

The glory of the Sun of [noble] descent; the star of the height of hovour ;

A Sayynd of exalted blood [and] a lord of the firmauwent of regpectability ;

The cause of this [mauscleum] was o Hashmi {a Sayyad, i e, Nizém-uddin},
the builder of it was [also] a Héshmi ; '

He in whose age [the beauties of}] the language acquired strength,

When to [discover] the date of this bu ilding 1 turaed niy thought,

The peu of knowledge wrote : The lord of all, {Qabligahe kh4s-o-"am)

O Fareddn turn your face to his mausoleam wich truth [in your heart]

That by the mercies of the Saint your ways may be right,

Writer : Hosen Ahmad Chistf,
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which also contained an inseripiion* In 1063 A. H.
(1652 A. D.) Khalil-ullah Khdn, a noble of the Court of
Shdh, Jahan, built a verandah of red sand-stone pillars round
the grive and put up inscriptions over two of its arches.t

In 1169"A. B. (1755 A. D.) Alamgir IL pat up
inscrigitions on marble inside the dome ; in 1223 A, H.
(1808 A. D.) Nawab Ahmad Baksh Khdn of Firozpur,
replaced the red sand-stone pillars of the verandah with pillars
of marble ; in 1236 A. H. (1320 'A. D.) Faiz-ullah Khédn
Bangash covern ceiling of the verandah with copper
gilt and ornz egl it with blue enamel. In the year 1239
A. H.§§%23 A. DgAkbar IL. removed the masonry dome
and replaced 1t with one of marble, topped with a copper
gilt pinnacle. '

, The annivergary of the death of Nizdm-uddin and the
first day of sprin® are observed here with great pomp and
ceremony.

P ——
v

-
* English translation of the inseription :—

“Ftie Shaikh of Delhi, Nizim [widin] and two Farids,

Who made for him all th & [1s required] in thiz world and in the next ;
Oue Farfd [Khin] gave hiom {a] transitory building,

The other Farid [Shakr-gzanj] made for [him] an everlasting residence ;
Murtazd Khin, over hi- grave,

Built a dvine [lofty] as the sky.

A blue clond rose from the enrth,

And a peerless pear [it]d ropt into the [oyster] shell.

On the earth his squar: built K4'bah

Has throwu opel;i?'our d: s {furworship] on its four sides ;

The roof over his sacred rrave

Has done for the earth the work of a high firmament ;

The sky itself, within it four walls,

Four times spontansous!y repeated the tedbir [God ia great],

Who ever turned hiz fiuez away from his house [the grave],

Has turned his hack on the Great Kdhah ;

Who ever in devotion La+ furaed his face towards it,

Haz made his face as cle.r as a clear glass ;

If you are the sweeper of this house,

You may do the work of a hundred Messiahs.

When I searched for the date of this building,

Thought put [into niy heart the words] : The dome of the Shaikh.
May the honour of vhe builder of this tomb be jvereased.

By him who buili the seven green terraces [of Heaven,]

+ Ir the reign of the Exalted Majesty, S4hib Qirdn S4nf[Shih Jahin.]

The worst of men, Khalil-ullah Khén, son of the noble [and], of [the blood of]
Hagsan, N'amath-aish{

“ Governor of Shijahangbéd ; in the year 1063 [A, H.] this building was
erected round this glorious mausoleum.”
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The Tomb of Jahanara Begam.—Within the court
of Nizdm-uddin’s tomb there are three marble monuments,
each enclosed by four walls of marble screens. The monument
near the gate-way is that of Mirzd Jahdngir, a prince of royal
blood ; opposite to it is that of Muhammad Shgh, em-

ror of Delhi; and on its rear is that of Jahdnara
%egam, the favorite daughter of Shab Jahan. Jahdnara,
Mubammad Shah, and Mirzd Jahdngir illustrate three
different epoehs in the history of the Moghal dynasty :
Jahinard saw the Moghal empire in the zenith of its glory,
and when she was gathered unto her fathers, its
decline had set in; in the reign of Muhammad Shdh,
the invasion of India by N4dir Shéh sealed the fate of
Moghal ascendancy in India ; and when Mirzd Jahdngir took
part in the public affairs of the king of Delhi, the authority
of the king was exercised under a protectorate, its glories
had departed, and the titular empire was precipitating to its
disgraceful close,

The events of Jahdnird’s life, such as they are,
have suffered on the one hand from sentiment which
adorns her “with every virtue that a woman possesses;”
and on the other by the court-tattle of Bernier which
I need not repeat here. Enough, however, is known of
ber life to attach a melancholy interest to the grave of
the unfortunate Princess. When Aurangzeb practically
deposed his father, after defeating his eldest brother,
Dira Sheko, his two sisters, Jahdnari and Rushanérd, divid-
ed their sympathies between their ill-fated father and
their successful brother. Aurangzeb detained Shgh Jahin
a prisoner at Agra, and Jahaindrdi shared with her father
his life-long captivity ; on the other hand, Rushanird was
staunch to the cause of Aurangzeb ; she advised him to avoid
the court of Shah Jahén, advocated the capital punishment of
her captive brother, Dara Sheko, and shared with her more
fortunate brother his long term of success. Jahdndra was re-
markable for wit and beauty, as well as for thoge gentler quali-
ties which in a woman recommend themselves to the regard
and respect of the sterner sex. She hated Avurangzeb with
all the energy ota warm nature, and she seldom failed to
give expression to her feelings. Aurangzeb resented the insult
and partially disestablished some of her religious endowments.
Shah Jahan died in 1076 A. H. (1665 A. D.); five years later
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died Rushanéard ; and sixteen years after the death of her
father, Jahdndrd died in Delhi (1092 A.H., 1681 A. D.). It is
doubtful whether she left Agra by the order of Aurangzeb or
of her own accord ; but with some writers, Aurangzeb’s un-
popularity is sufficient to suggest a canse which would blacken
hig character.

Jahinara built her tomb in her life time ; her grave is
covered by a casket-shaped marble monument, fami-
liar to English tourists. It is ornamented with embossed
traceries ; * and is hollow at the top and exposed to the
sky—the hollow is filled with earth covered with green grass.”
The grave is inside an enclosure of four marble walls, about 16
feet by 12 feet, and over 8 feet high; there is only one
entrance to the enclosure, and the folds of the door are made of
wood. Each of the walls consists of three panels, covered with
marble screens of lattice work; the wall containing the
door has only two panels, the door itself occupying the place
of the centre one. The top of the walls is ornamented
with a perforated marble balustrade, but of this ornament
only a small piece isleft on one of the walls. The four angles
of the enclosure were surmounted by small marble minarets,
out of which two are down and only two in existence.

The grave of Jahandra is in the centre of the small marble
court ; at 1ts head 18 a narrow slab of marble about 6 fect high,
which bears an inscription which English travellers have invari-
ably misrepresented in some important particular. The rionu-
ment bears no inscription ; the inscription i3 on the lead-
stone and is 1inlaid with letters of black marble. The
inseription, some verses of which are believed to have been
written by the Begam herself, is to the following effect :  Let
nothing but the green |grass] conceal my grave. The grassis
the best covering for the tombs of the poor in spirit; the
humnable, the transitory Jaliindrd, the discipleof the holy men
ot Chist ; the daughter of the Emperor Shih Jahin ; may
God illuminate his intentions. In the year 1093.”

On the right of the grave of Jahdnirs is that of Mirza Nilj,
the son of the Emperor Shah ’Alam, and on its left that of
Jamdl-ul-nissa, the danghter of Akbar IT,
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The Tomb of Muhammad Shah.—Few reigns have
proved so disastrous to the Moghal Empire in India as that
of Mubhammad Shah, and the decline which had set in on
the death of Aurangzeb, reached its climax in the reign of this
emperor. Muhammad Shgh ascended the throne amidst
the troubles of a wide spread rebellion : feudatories threw
off their allegiance ; fresh disturbances arose where even a
murmur of discontent had not been heard before, but the
crowning calamity came with the invasion of India by Nidir
Shah. Eventhe semblance of suzerainty was now des-
troyed, and the massacre of Delht announced to the Indian
world the political death of the Moghal empire. Mubam-
mad Shdh acknowledged the independence of more success-
ful rebels than bad fallen to the lot of any of his pre-
decessors ; but his greatest afiliction was to accompany
Nadir Shéh to his capital, to practise forced hospitality
to a hated guest, and after witnessing the magsacre of Delhi
to accept at the hands of his ruthless conqueror the sad satis-
faction, that ““ the city was spared for the sake of Prince
Muhammad.” Hardly less galling to his pride was it to
amuse his unwelcome guest with slavish attention, to give
a daughter in marriage to his son, to recite poetry in his
presence, and regret the departure which he could not
basten, Muhammad Shih survived this, the greatest
disaster of his reign, fully eight years, and after his death, his
remains were brought to the village of Nizdm-uddin that
they may rest close to those of the saint,

The marble enclosure of this tomb is an oblong of 20 feet
. by 16 feet ; the walls are a little over 8 feet high and its
four corners are ornamented with small marble minarets;
the door and the panel opposite to it are also surmounted
with the same style of ornament. The walls consist of panels
of marble lattice work, and in the middle panel of the front
wall is the door with folds of marble. The long sides of the
enciosure have five and the short sides have three panels
each ; the screens are 5 feet long and 4 feet wide.

The large grave within the enclosure is that of the
Emperor Muhammad Shdh ; on its right is the grave of his
wife, Nawab Sdhibah Mahal, and at the foot of the latter is
that ot the wife of Nadir Shdh's son, and on its richt that
of her infant daughter, ®



THi TOMB OF MIRZA JAHANGIR, 111

Two unknown princes of the Timur dynasty rest beside
their better known but more unfortunate relatives.

This tomb was bullt in the life time of Muhammad
Shah.

The Tomb of Mirza Jahangir.—The third marble enclo-
sure contains the grave of Mirzd Jahdngir, the son of Akbar
11; a dissipated and turbulent youth, who was long treated
with extreme indulzence by our Government, but whose overt
act of rebellion in 1803 rendered his removal to Allahabad a
matter of urgent necessity. This enclosure is about 41 feet
from the ground ; it is an oblong of 20 feet by 16 feet, and is
reached by a flight of four marble steps. It is entered
through a marble door, the marble folds of which are
covered with exquisitely worked fancy patterns. In the
wall opposite to the door is a corresponding opening.
On the corners of the enclosure, and on either side of the
doors, are small marble minarets. There are four graves
within this tomb; the one nearest to the wall is that
of Prince Bdbar; next to this grave is that of Mirza
Jahdngir, the monument over which is decorated with leaves
and flowers beautifully chiselled. The monument, as may
be noticed by anybody accustomed to suck memorials,
belonged to the grave of a woman, but it was put over
the remains of the Prince on a dispensation being granted
for the purpose by Muhammadan lawyers. Jahdngir died at
Allahabad ; his body was removed to Delhi and buried here
in the year 1248 a. H. (1832 A D.} by Nawib Mumtsz
Mabhal, the mother of Jahdngir, who built this tomb over it.

t+Jama’ath Khanah, or the Mosque of Nizam-uddin.—
Almost the whole of the western side of the enclosure of
Nizdm-uddin’s tomb, is formed by the Masjid known as
Jamé’ath Khanah. It was built by Firoz Sh4h Tughlaq and
robably in the year 754 A. H. (1358 A. D.) as stated by
léyud Ahmed Khdn. It is a fine specimen of the “ severe style”
of Pathan architecture of which the number, round and about
Delhi, is not small. The mosque, which is built throughout of
red sand-stone, is about 94 feet long, 64 feet wide, and
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about 48 feet high : 86 feet to the top of the roof and 13
feet more to the tup of the centre dome, The side domes are
6 feet from the roof of the mosque. The body of the
mosque consists of three rooms ; the centre room, which sup-

rts a low dome about 52 feet in diameter, is ahout 54 feet
ffng from E. to W., and 46 feet broad from N. to S.;
the side rooms, which are covered with two domes each,
are. about 34 feet long from E. to W, and 20 feet
broad from N. to 8. The domes are built of stone
and masonry, and are covered with plaster, the inside being
faced with red sand-stone. The centre room of the mosque
is entered through an arched gateway about 15 feet high;
from the floor about two-thirdgaa ot the entrances of the side
rooms are covered with red sand-stone lattice screens, in the
centre of which are the doors. The main entrance to the
mosque is differently constructed ; the recessed arch itself is
covered with a screen of red sand-stone lattice work containin
a wide door-way. On either side of this door is an a.rcheg
window covered with stone lattice work, which admits light
and air into the rooms of the mosque ; to the right of the
southern window is an inscription which gives the date of
Nizdm-uddin’s death ; but it is comparatively modern and
possesses no historical value. The roof of the mosque is pro-
tected by spear head stone ornaments instead of the more
common battlemented parapet.

Three lofty arched recesses in the inner western wall of
the building point to the sacred side to which prayers are
offered ; they are built entirely of red sand-stone ; the pulpit
stands between the centre arch and the arch on its left.
The bands round the arches are ornamented with inscriptions
from the Qordn. From the centre of the middle dome hangs
an inverted cup held by a thin chain. The cup is supposed
to behmade of gold, but for this statement 1 am unable to
voue

- ——

{ e Spring or Baoli of Nizam-uddin —Walking out
of the enclosure of Nizdm-uddin’s tomb through a -door in its
northern‘wall,‘ the visitor enters another enclosure within
which this spring is situated. The building of this Biolf
was the cause of the troubles of Nizdm-udd{a with Ghias-

\
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uddin Tughlaq Shih. While the Emperor was forcing on
the works of his fort, the saint was providing pure water
for his neighbours, The Emperor having prohibited the
workmen from going to Nizim-uddin dunng the day,
they worked for him at night ; the Emperor then prohibit-
ed the sale of oil to Nizdm-uddin, but the workmen found
water answer their purpose equally well. Nizim-uddin went
with his complaint to another local worthy : Sayyad Mah-
mtd Behar. =~ The Sayyad listened to Nizdm-uddin as he
‘worked away at a mud-wall which he was then building.
Angered by the story of persecution he had heard, Mahmud
Behar levelled the mud-wall to the ground, exclaiming at
the same time: “I have destroyed his Empire,”

The spring was finished in the year 721 A. H. (1321
A. D), and Nizdm-uddin “ blessed its water and it is still
supposed to work wonderful cures.” The spring is about
180 feet long and 120 feet wide; it is enclosed by heavy
and lofty stone and mortar walls on the south, east
and west ; the steps being on the north, These steps are sup-
posed to go down to the very bottom of the spring, but
very seldom more than 40 of them are above the water.
On the walls of the spring, buildings have been con-
structed at different times; on 1its southern and eastern
sides there are low and narrow arcaded passages and rooms.
In the year 781 A. H. (1379 A. D.) Muhammad Marif, son of
Walid-uddin, built the southern arcade. On the west of
the spring are certain tombs; from the tops of the sur-
rounding buildings, trained swimmers plunge into the water of
the spring—s drop fully of 60 feet—for a small consideration.

The Tomb of Amir Khusrau—Abal Hasan, better
known by bis nom de plume of Amir Khusran, by far the
greatest Muhammadan poet of India, lies buried within a few
paces of the grave of the friend he loved best. In the outer
enclosure of Nizém-uddin’s tomb is the last resting place
of the most cherished of his disciples : the *¢ Peerless”
Khusrau, the * sugar-tongued Parrot,” * the favorite of
Kings, the friend of pious mea and philosophers, and
the admiration of his contemporaries. Although the

¥ 8o called in an insaription cutside his tomb.
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shadow of four hundred years surrounds his tomb, “his popu-
lar songs are siill the most popular ; and he isone of the fa-
vored few who live through ages in the every day thoughts
and feelings of many millions,™*

Khusrau was born in India but of Turki parents, and
while yet a boy he became a disciplé of the saint Nizim-uddin
Aulisa. Heentered the service of Sultan Balban as an
attendant on his son, then Governor of Multan. On the Khil-
jis coming to power, Sultan Jaldl-uddin Firoz Shéh appoint-
ed Khusrau an Amir of his Court, and Khusrau con-
tinued to enjoy the favor and confidence of his successors till
the overthrow of the Khiljis, and the rise of the Tughlaqs. Al-
though bitteriy hostile to Nizdm-uddin and the Chisti frater-
nity, Ghids-uddin Tughlaq Shah extended Lis putronage
to Khusrau, and conferred on him honors and emoluments
which must have amused his persecuted master. When
Muhammad Shéh sncceeded to the throne of Delhi, Khus-
rau’s good fortune rose higher than ever. The King was
lavish in his attentions to Khusrau; he put Khusrau in charge
of the royal library and took him to Bengal as a favorite
companion. While present with the Court at Lakhnauti,
Khusrau heard of the death of Nizdm-uddin at Delhi; this
news struck him down; he sold all he had, and travelled to
Delhi in a state of great mental distraction. On his arrival
there his friends, among whom the most notable was the
famous Nasir-uddin Chiragh Delhi, tried to console him,
but Khusrau gave himself up to despair. It is related that he
robed himself in a suit of black, and for six long months he sat’
beside and watched the grave of Nizdm-uddin, until the
morning of the 29th of Ziqdd, 725 A. H. (1324 A. D.) when
death released him from all his troubles.

His friends, remembering the often expressed wish of the
Aulia that Khusrau should be buried beside him, proposed to
carry it out, anda place was appointed for the purpose on the
night of Nizim-uddin’s grave. It so happened, however,
that among the Amirs thenin power at Delhi was a eunuch,
a diseiple of Niz4m-uddin, who resented the intended burial
of Khusrau in such close proximity to the grave of the Aulid
as an insult to the memory of the saint Khusrau was,
therefore, buried in the Chabutrsh Y4rani, where Nizém-uddin
used to converse with his friends and favorite disciples.

* Bleeman,
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The enclosure of Khusrau’s tomb is 111 feet long and
51 feet broad, and is paved throughout with red sand-stone.
The grave and the wooden railing round it were builtin 937
A. B. (1530 A. D.) by Syyad Mehdi who also put up a
head-stone of marble outside the tomb, about 8 feet long and
1 foot wide, with an inseription on it in embossed letters.®
The grave, which is kept covered with gold printed cloth is 8
feet long, 3 feet broad, 1 foot high ; at the foot of the grave is
buried Khusrav’s nephew, the son of a sister. The present
tomb was built in 1014 A. H. (1605 A. D.) by Amdd-
uddin Hasan in the reign of Jahdngir and this date occurs in
an inscription under the dome and over the red sand-stone
screens.? The outer room of the tomb is 30 feet long and

* English translation of the inscription :—

There is no other God but Gud, aud Mubhammad is bis Prophet.
This tublet conferred honour on Euarth,
In the reign of the Ewperor Bibar, Ghaz,
Mir Khusrau, King of the kingdom of words ;
The limits of [alt] knowledge and the viver of plenty ;
His prose draws the heart of men, even more than the water of Eden ;
His poetry is clearer than the puzest [of pure] water ;

He is] Better thau the Bulbul, the singer of thousand songa ;

A] Parrot, sugar tougued [and] undqualled,

To learn] the date of his death
I put my head on the knees of thought ;
One date [oceurs] in {the word] Peeriess ;

%e other in, Parrot Sugar-tongued !
e tablet of my dust-made body dees not bear the record of [a] meeting with
my beloved. .

My unwritten tablet is the sign of Wi lovad[which is yei] pure,
Mehdi Khwijah is a Sayyad of power and dignity,

[And) the fouuder of this unequalled and unapproached fedifice.}
To [the question] that was put [to me] reganiing the date of the foundation of

this [toml}

E said : [this is due to] the great energy of Mehdf Ehwijah,

t 'I't.e sweet drink of love is il your eup,
Your friend is constantly sending messages to you.
The line of Far{l [Shakr Ganj} is arranged by you,
And hence you are called Nizdm. (a)
Tmmeortal s thy servant Khusrav,
Because he i3 a thousand times your slave,”
My name ia ?ure, O great Khwijeh,
{It cousists of] two shins, two ldms, two gdfs, two fims (5)
If vou can discover my name in these letrers,
T will regard you as a ran of wisdom,
The writer of the above is the grandson of Shaikh Farid Shakr Ganf,

+ English translation of the inscription :—

0O Ehusrau, thou art peerless among men !
T am a supplicant at your tomb,

(e) The arranger,
(b} Two shins are equal to & Fhe, two lams to 2 xin, two gafe to a re ; two jims
to & wau ; the second letters in Persian spell Khusran,
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29 feet broad ; the inner room is an oblong of 15 fiet by 12
feet ; on each of its four sides, there are three windows covered
with screens of marble lattice work with the exception -of the
ceptre panel of the northern wall in which a slab-ef marble is
put. 1In the centre of the southern wall is the door-way,
about 5% feet high and 3 feet wide. The roof of the
tomb is surmounted by a bier-shaped dome of stone and
mortar, with a masonry pinnacle at each end.

The tomb of Khusrau is tenderly cared for by the people
of Nizim-uddin, and although the Qordn is not read here as
in the tomb of the Aulf4, the grave of the poet is approached
with much reverence, and offerings are made to 1t by the
pious.

The anniversary of the death of Khusrau, and the 5th
day of Basanth (spring) are celebrated here by large gather-
ings of people from Delhi, and the neighbouring villages.

The tomb of "Azam Khan—On the south-east of Nizdm-
uddin’s tomb is the mausoleum of Shams-uddin Muhammad,
surnamed Atgah Khan, who received the title of ’Azam Khan
from Akbar on the occasion of his victory over Bairam Khin
near Jullunder. He was present with the Moghal army when
Humayin was defeated by the Pathans at Kanaunj (947 A.H.)
and helped the Emperor in his flight from the field of battle.
Humdyin rewarded Shams-uddin, and appointed his wife
wet-nurse to Prince Akbar. Whenthe Moghals recovered Delhi
from the Sur Kings, Bhams-uddin received the title of Atgah
(foster-father) Khan. After Bairdm Khdn’s fall, Atgah
Khdn was appointed Governor of the Punjab ; after a short stay

Which was built by Téher ;

Eternal Llessing is found here !

The date of its foundation was given by wisdom :

%aily to tllnw to;nh‘: It ia a place of secrets.

e anthor of this writing and the founder of this buildi uham-

mad *Améd-uddin Hasan, son of Sultan’Ali Sabzwéri,IHij?f%)‘ff’ hber, M

May God forgive him his sins and conceal hig faults,

Engraver : Abdul Nabs, son of Hi-rib.

N&Gggil OMG%d :

uddin Muhammad, in the reign of th i

Abul Muzaffur BadshahiioAdil Jabiogtr Ghich: Sonory Lrotector of mankind,

and hia reign, and extend over mankind his peace an.dyb?:gvmuate bis kingdom
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at Lahore, he returned to Agra and acted as the Vakil f‘
Chancellor of the Empire, superseding M'unin Khdn, :{,7
minister of vast experience and one of the most influentia [_ o
nobles of the Court of Akbar. At the instigation of M’unim /
Khén, the Atgah was assassinated by Adham Khdn, a brave

bat turbulent man, who had more than once incurred the
displeasure of Akbar. On the 12th of Ramzin 969 [A, H.] |
{1566 A. D.) when M'unim Khan, Atgah Khén, and several i .
other grandees, were transacting business at night in the &
state hall of the Palace at’ Agra, Adham Khdn attended by

some followers suddenly entered the room. All rose to greet

him, when Adham Khain struck the Atgah with his dagger, ~

and told one of his companions te dispatch him with his ~ - Y\
sword, Adham Khan wes killed by the order of Akbar for -

the murder of his foster-father. The body of Atgah Khén was
removed to Delhi and buried in the village of Nizim-uddin

within 20 yards of the tomb of the Aulid. In the year 974

A H. (1566 A. D.) a tommb was built over the remains of 7
Atgah Khan by his second son, Mirzd Aziz Kukaltash Khdn. -
The following inscription on marble is put over the door of

the tomb :—* This noble edifice was finished in the year 974

{A. H.] under the superintendence of Ustad Abmad Qult” g /

Although small in size, as regards the general effect of the
eolours used in its decoration, it is one of the prettiest tombs
in Delhi ; but it is little known to European traveliers, and, i
so far as I am aware of, has never been noticed by any of "
them. The tomb is about 30 feet square ; from the floor /
to the top of theroof it i1s 30 feet high, and from the top of
the roof to the top of the dome 24 feet more, thus giving the
whole building a height of 51 feet. The four =sides of the
tomb being alike in every respect, a description of one
would apply to the rest. In the centre of the wall is a
two feet deep recessed arch, about 30 feet high and
11 feet broad; in the wall of this arch is the door of the
tomb, about 7 feet high and £ feet wide ; just over the door is
a slab of marble almost yellow with age, containing the inserip-
tion which I have already translated. Therest of the wall is
ornamented with fancy patterns, inlaid with red and blue-stone
on white and yellowish marble. The rectangular lines which
enclose the arched recess are double bands of white marble
and red sand-stone, and the spandrels are profusely decorated
with fancy bosses and foliage inlaid with coloured stones,

* Blochmann,
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Parallel to these bands is a broader band of marble, and the
two enclose a space about eighteen inches wide, encraved with
verses from the Qordn. On the two corners of the broader
bands, which rise to the roof of the building there were small
marble minarets. The bands, however, do not spring from the
fioor of the tomb but from a height of about 5 feet from it;
a blocking-course, about 5 feet from the floor, which goes round
the building gives the lower portion of the tomb the appear-
ance of a platform supporting a superstructnre. ‘lhe bands
spring from this blocking-course, under which the wall is cut
off in panels and ornamented with coloured marble and stone,
like the rest of the building.

The centre of the tomb is surmounted with a Moghal
marble dome which springs from a 6 feet high cylindrical mar-
ble neck inlaid with red sand-stone. The pinnacle of the dome
was destroyed by a storm not long ago.

On either side of the centre arch the walls are about two
feet lower than the roof of the arch and are about half its
width ; the top of the roof is protected by a marrow orma-
mental kalustrade, underneath which is a narrow oblong
panel, which adds to the effect of a small recessed arch standing
on the blocking-course, The arched recesses are of red sand-
stone, here and there inlaid with marble ; the rectangular
bands which enclose these arches are of marble, In the
lower portion of the building marble crnaments preponderate
and a free use is made of black slate and red sand-stone,

The four corners of the tomb are recessed and each contains
two slim but elegant marble pilasters one standing over the
other. The floor of the tomb is paved with white marble, inlaid
with stripes of black slate; the pavement in front of the
tomb, foy a distance of 6 yards round it, is of red-stone, inlaid
with white marble bands in the form of pointed octagons.

, . The present condition of this toml is very unsatisfactory ;
1t 15 hardly possible to believe that its inner walls were left
in their present bare state, exposing to view a rough surface of
stongiand mortar. The care which provided the roof with
marble water spouts, would not bave so thoroughly neglected
the inside of the tomb. The mausoleum containsg th{'ee graves ;

that i the centre belongs to Atgah Khdn, on its ] fg i
_cent g , t is the

grave of his wife J1 Ji Anagah, but th o i i

has not been identified. st 8 ° grmve on its nght
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The Chausat Khambah, or the tomb of Mirza Aziz
Kukaltash —About 20 yards from the tomb of ’Azam
Khén is buried the body of his son Mirzd Aziz Kukal-
tdsh, the foster brother of the Emperor Akbar, and one
of the most influential members of his Council After
the murder of his father by Adham Khan, the Emperor
took charge of Mirzda Aziz. The career of Aziz Kukal-
tish was a chequered one ; he was remarkable alike for
the eminence which he had attained and' the disgrace
which he had endured. He governed the furemost
provinces of the empire, and was successful in suppressing
a formidable rebellion, but he had also experienced the infamy
of penal servitude and political degradation, On the death of
Akbar, he joined the cause of Khusrau against that of his
father, Jahangir, and although he was reconciled to Jahangir
and was even honoured with official advancement, his early
misconduct was never forgotten. Aziz Kukaltish was
appointed Atalig to one of the grandsons of Jabangir, whom
he accompanied to Gujrat, and died at Ahmedibid in the
year 1033 A. H. (1624 A. D). His body was brought to
Delht and buried in the village of Nizdm-uddin, neur the
graves of his father, and of the Aulia.

The tomb of Mirzd Aziz is popularly known as the
Chausat Khambah. It is a 69 feet square hall of sixty-four
pillars, stands 22 feet high, and was built by the Mirzd
during his life time. The pillars, screens, floor and ceiling of
the tomb arve all of marble. The pillars are erected in the
following order : on each corner of the hall thereis a group
of four pillars, closely put together ; between the pillars on the
corners, ou each side of the tomb, there is a row of four double
pillars, supporting groined marble arches, and making a total
of 48 outer pillars. There are sixteen inner pillars in four
rows of four each ; they stand in the same line with the double
pillars. The inner pillars are twelve feet apart, and the 64 pil-
lars, in groups of fours, support twenty-five small domes
which cover twenty-five very elegant groined arches. The
capital and base of every pillar is decorated with very simple
Joliage, while the shaft is beautifully polished. The outer
pillars are connected by marble screens ten feet high, some
pierced with lattice work, and others divided into 18 inches-
square panels. The arches above the screens are open.
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There are four entrances to the hall through the middie
arch on each of its four sides; a skelefon iron door, through
which the whole of the inside of the tomb may be seen, was

t in by the local Executive Engineer. The roof is protected
g; a perforated parapet, undsrneath which is a deep weather-
ing resting on plain corbels. The pandrels of the outer arches
partake of the simple character of the rest of the building,
having no more elahorate decoration than a plain flat boss on
a polished marble surface.

A very small portion of the floor of the tomb is covered
with red-stone ; in some places the marble screens which
had suffered from decay were repaired with whitish sand-
stone.

Entering the tomb through its eastern door, we have the
hall before us divided into five open compartments by four
rows of pillars. ‘The first and second compartments are not
occupied ; in the third are the graves of Mirza Aziz’s elder
brother, Yusif Muhammad Khdn, and his nephew ; in the
tourth is the grave of Mirzd Az{z Kukaltish, and at his feet
that of his second nephew ; in the fifth compartment is the

ave of the widow of Mirzd Aziz, and in its northern corner,
railed off from the rest of the graves, is that of another
pephew of the Mirzi. The rest of the graves belong to
members of the Kukaltdsh family, Altogether, there are ten
graves in the Chausat Khambah. The inscription on the
monument over Mirzi Aziz records the name of the Mirza,
and the date ¢f his death, “ 1033 Hijri,” but the monument
itself is quite a work of art; it 1s casket-shaped, and its
foliage decoration is almost perfect ; leaves, buds, flowers and
tendrils are blended together with exquisite taste. Although
not superior in this respect to the monument over the
grave of Mirzd Jahdngir, but, being protected from the incle-
mency of the weather, it is in a better state of preserva-
tion, and its embossed ornaments will last longer.

The exterior view of the Chausat K hambah is by no means
very striking, but the interior of the tomb is very effective : the
chaste style in which the pillars are ornamented, the well-
finished groined arches, and the beautiful screens which enclose
the whole, form an uncommonly beautiful sight. The
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appearance of the interior of the building is soft and de-
licate, and in this respect it stands unrivalled, and loses
nothing when compared with the magnificent elaboration of
the halls of Shah Jahdn in Modern Delhi. Under the shadow
of the Chausat Khambah, are the graves of the daughters
and wives of Bahddur Sh4h, the last king of Delhi.

it .

The tomb of Shaikh Sallah-uddin.—Shaikh Sallah-
vddin, one of the disciples of Shaikh Sadr-uddin, died at
Delhi and was buried within a mile of the village of Khirki.
The tomb which now stands over his grave was built in the
year 754 A. H. (1353 A. D) Sallab-uddin was a man of
learning and piety, and had the. reputation of being a stern
moralist. He was the contemporary and neighbour of Nasir-
uddin Chiragh Delhi. He lived in the reign of Muhammad
Shih Tughlagq, to whom the moralist used to administer
gevere rebukes. The king is said to have taken the lec-
tures kindly, and, considering the character of the man, the
forbearance was not unlikely due to fear.

The tomb of Sallah-uddin stands in the midst of the
ruins of buildings, which were once attached to it; it is a
single domed room, 19 feet square and 25 feet high, built of
stone and mortar, and faced with red sand-stone. It stands on
a platform 33 feet square, and about 4 feet from the ground.
The dome on the grave is supported by twelve pillars of
stone, about 10 feet high and are connected with red sand-
stone lattice work. Between the two cenire pillars on
the east is the door of the tomb. The grave is built
of marble and 1is 8 feet long, 4 feet broad, and 1 foot high,
It is enclosed by red-stone railings 1 foot high, and
from the centre of the ceiling an inverted ¢up is suspended
over it. The dome, which stands on the_roof of the tomb, is
of the Tughlaq style, it is built of sand-stone covered with
plaster ; it springs from a three feet high cylinder and is sur-
mounted by a 4 feet high copper gilt pinnacle. The Masjid
attached to the tomb is now in ruins; and so are also its
Majlis Khdnah, or the assembly rooms. In two other domed
rooms, near this tomb, are the graves of the descendants of
Farid Shakr Ganj and Sallah-uddin.
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Kushak Anwar or Mebndian.—Close to the district jail
of Delhi, and between its Turkmén and Delhi gates, are
‘the ruins of a building, which have much exercised the minds
of local antiquarians. This Kushak stood within the walls of
Firozdbdd. It is not easy to assign any object in the
construction of such a builling. For the purposes of a resi-
dence it must have been perfectly useless ; that it could have
answered any other useful purpose it is difficult tosay. Ona
chabitrah, about 118 feet long, 88 feet broad, and 12 feet
from the level of the ground, there were five pavilions, one
on each corner of the platform and a fifth in the centre. The
masonry floor of the chabitrah may still be seen in some
places. Of the corner pavilions only one now remains;
the rest may be noticed from their ruins. These pavilions
were round, with a circumference of about 60 feet, and were
about 20 feet high.

Syud Ahmed Khdn does not assign this building to
Firoz Shah Tughlaq, but he does not think it unlikely that it
was built in the reign of that king, in the year 755 A. L.
{1354 A. D.). This Kushak is not generally known, and the
authorities who notice 1t do not account for its names.

Euli Bhatiari ka Mahal.—For an account of this corious
building I have to rely entively on tradition. 1tisabout 2 miles
from the Ajwer gate of Modern Delhi, The house which
gives its name to the Jocality is an oblong of 148 feet by
92 feet, and was oceupied by one Bd’alf Khin Bhatti, whom
the natives of the place have converted into Buli Bhatidri.
The house stands on a bund still in fair order although not
used. It is 518 feet long, 17 feet broad and 92 feet
high. The date of the building of the bund as given by
Syud Ahmed Khdn, is 755 A. H. (1354 A. D.) in the reign
of Firoz Shih Tughlaq.

———

. The City, Fort, and Palaces of Firozabad—The city of
Firozdbad was built in the year 755 A, M. {1354 A. D)
by Firoz Shih Tughlag. The building materials used in
the construction of the new city and its palaces were
ol'::tfuned from the old eities of Delhi; and considering that
Qilah R4l Pithora, Siri and Jahdnpanah were all egc'lua.lly

e
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known as Delhi at that time, it is not easy to sa.tj which of these
cities contributed most towards the building of the new capital.

“ In this old city,” says Shams-i-Sir4j, ‘“ there were seven
fortifications, built by tamous sovereigns ; but these buildings
were old and falling into decay, and they furnished an
inexhaustible supply of bricks. The trader’s animals were
sent to this place for a day by the government officials, and
had to convey one load of bricks from thence to Firozdbdd.”
“The Sultan,” continues Shams-i-Sirdj, “ baving selected a
site at the village of Gawin [Gadipir ?] on the banks of the
Jumna, founded the city of Firozibdd before he went to
Lakbnauti the second time. Here he commenced a palacs
...and the nobles of his court having also obtained houses
there, a new town sprang up, five kos distant from Delhi [ the
city of Rai Pithora, that 1s Old Delhi] Eighteen places
were included in this town, the Kasba of Indrapat, the
saral of Shaikh Malik Ydér Pardn, the sarai of Shatkh Abd
Bakr Tusi, the village of Gawin, the land of Khetwara,
the land of Jdhramat, the land of Andbauali, the land of
the saral of Malik, the Iand of the tomb of Sultan Raziya,
the land of Bhari, the land of Mahrola, and the land of
Sultanpir. So many buildings were erected that from the
kasba of Indrapat to the Kushak-1-Shikar, five kos apart, all
the land was occupied. There were eight public mosques,
and one private mosque...... The public mosques were each
Jarge enough to accommodate 10,000 supplhicants.”

There ave no rains to indicate the shape of the city of
Firoz Shah but, like most of the capital cities in its neighbour-
hood, it was very probably a half hexagon, with the base
facing the river ; the extent of the city is very fairly described
by Shams-i-Sird]. It way more than double the size
of Modern Delhi, or $hihjahdndbdd, that is, about six miles
from Indrapat to Kushak-i-Shikdr, and over two miles from
the river to the village of Hauz Khas, including a very
considerable portion of Modern Delhi, viz, the Mahalahs
known as Bulbuli Kbanah, Turkman Darwdzah, and Bhojla
Pahir. We may have some idea of its grandeur from the
number of palatial buildings with which it was adorned by
the king and his nobles ; it contained eight mosques, three
palaces, a hunting box (Shikargah), numerous large buildings,
and out of the 120 rest houses which ¥iroz Shah built in
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known as Delhi af that time, it is not easy to say which of these
cities contributed most towards the building of the new capital.

“ In this old city,” says Shams-i-Sirdj, “there were seven
fortifications, built by tamous sovereigns ; but these buildings
were old and falling into decay, and they furnished an
inexhaustible supply of bricks. The trader’s animals were
sent to this place for a day by the government officials, and
had to convey one load of bricks from thence to Firozabdd.”
“The Sultan,” continues Shams-i-Sirij, “ having selected a
site at the village of Gawin [Gadipur ?] on the banks of the
Jumna, founded the city of Firozdbad before he went to
Lakhnanti the second time. Here he comimenced a palaca
...and the nobles of his court baving also obtained houses
there, & new town sprang up, five kos distant from Delbi | the
city of Rai Pithora, that 1s Old Delhi]. Eighteen places
were included in this town, the Kasha of Indrapat, the
saral of Shaikh Malik Y4r Pardn, the sarai of Shaikh Abt
Bakr Tusi, the village of Gawin, the land of Khetwara,
the land of Jdhramat, the land of Andhduali, the land of
the sarai of Malik, the land of the tomb of Sultan Raziya,
the land of Bhari, the land of Mahrola, and the land of
Sultanpir. So many buildings were erected that from the
kasba of Indrapat to the Kushak-i-Shikar, five kos apart, all
the land was occupied. There were eight public mosques,
and one private mosque...... The public mosques were each
large enough to aecommodate 10,000 supplicants,”

There are no ruins to indicate the shape of the city of
Firoz Shah but, like most of the capital cities in its neighbour-
hood, it was very probably a half hexagon, with the base
facing the river ; the extent of the city is very fairly deseribed
by Shams-i-Sirdj. It way more than double the size
of Modern Delhi, or Shahjahdndbdd, that is, about six miles
from Indrapat to Kushak-i-Shikdr, and over two miles from
the river to the village of HMauz Khis, including a very
considerable portion of Modern Delbi, viz, the Mahalahs
known as Bulbuli Khénah, Tuorkman Darwizak, and Bhojla
Pahar. 'We may have some idea of its grandeur from the
number of palatial buildings with which it was adorned by
the king and his nobles ; it contained eight mosques, three
palaces, a hunting box (Shikirgah), numerous large buildings,
and ous of the 120 rest houses which Firoz Shah built in
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Delhi and Firozdbid we may safely suppose that more than
halt must have been erected in the capital,

“ During the forty years of the reign of the excellent
Sultan Firoz,” says Shams-i-Sirdj, “ people used to go fur
pleasure from Delhi to Firozibdd, and from Firozabid ta
Delhi, in such numbers, that every Los of the five kos between
the two towns swarmed with people, as with ants or locasts.
To accommodate this great traffic, there were public carriers
who kept carriages, camels, horses, which were ready for hire
at a settled rate, every morning after prayers . . palankin
bearers were also ready to convey passengers . . There
was also plenty of porters ready for employment by any one
and they earned a good livelihood.” The same autlority
tells us that, “ so many buildings were erected that from the
Kasba of Indrapat to the Kushak-i-Shikar, five kos apart, all
the land was occupied.” General Cunningham considers it
“ very improbable that the entire space was actually occupied,”
but those who have had experience of overcrowded Indian
citiecs would bardly share the General’s doubt. *“ But even
if thinly inhabited,” writes General Cunningham, ©the

pulation of Firozibad could not have been less than that
of Shihjahdnibad, as it was more than double its size. The
number of inhabitants would, therefore, have been about
150,000.”

Of the palaces, Shams-i-Sirdj gives the following names
and description:—“One was the Mahal-a-sahan-i-gilin {}the
palace of the clayey-court.] 1t was also called Muhali-dikh,
1 e. the Mahal-i-Angir or palace of grapes. The second was
called Mahal-i-chhaja-i-chobin [palace of the wooden galleryl
The third was the Mahal-i-bar-i-"um, or palace of the public
court, and it was also called Sahn-i-miydnagi, the central
quadrangle. The first palace was appropriated to the reception
of the Khons, maliks, amirs, officials and distinguished literary
men. The Mahal-i-chhaja-i-chobin was for the reception of
the principal personal attendants. The palace of the
Sahn-i-Miydnagi was used for general reception.”  The
ruins of these palaces have not been identified. Firozabid
continued to be the most important city on the right bank of
the Jumna till the foundation of Sheroarh by Sher Shdh,
“ the destroyer of cities and palaces” When Timir invaded
Delhi, he encamped in front of the main gate of the city of
Firoz Shah, and in front of this gateway, Ibrahim Lod{
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put up the figure of a brazen bull which he had brought trom
Gwallor, after the conquest of that fort. The site of this
gate is not known,

Of the palaces enumerated by Shams-i-Siraj we have lost
all means of identity, but of the building called the Xushak
Firoz Shah, which 1s also known as Kotlah Fiz Shah, we may
mark the site with confidence, but we have neither the help of
history, tradition, nor of architectural remains to indicate its
exact size or shape® The citadel was probably a parallelopi-
pedon, with a circular bastion at each angle and a gateway in
the centre of each line, with two round towers pierced with
loopholes for purposes of defence; the height of the walls
wherever they still exist i3 60 feet, and in the centre of the
citad2] are the Jim’a Masjid of Firozib4d, and the pyramid of
cells on wlich Firoz Shdh erected Asoka’s pillar. 1n
1850, the fullowing ruins were noticed on the site of
Firozibad ;—1st, the palace 7. e., the Kotlah or the Kushak
of Firoz Shih ; 2nd, a masg,of ruined buildings, nearly to
the south of the palace. 3rd, 4th, and 5th, three ruined
buildings, of which two are tombs and the third part of some
edifice ; 6th, the Kushak Anwar or the Mehndian ; Tth, a
small mosque ; 8th, apparently a dwelling house, the property
of some person of econsequence; 9th, the Kalan or Kadli
Masjid ; 10th, the lime kiln mosque, and 11th, a doubtful
building, which probably was not within the precincts of the
city.

“ The palace of Firozibdd,” says Cunningham, * which
formed also the citadel of the new city, was strongly fortified
with massive stone walls and towers of more than Egyptian
stope. One of the gateways, which still exists, between the
well-known Lal Darwdza and Fircz Shély’s pillar, is a fine
specimen of this bold, but rude architecturd.”

¢““There were three tunnels in this citadel wide enough to
allow the ladies of the Sultan’s family to travel through it
in conveyances, One communicated with the river and
was five zarib long, another with the Kushak-i-Shikar and

* Bhams-i-8ird] describes this palace in ove place * as the Kushak of Firozd-
bi4d,” and in another as @ the Kushalk in the middle of that town,”



126 THE CITY, FORT, AND PALACES OF FIROZABAD.

‘waa two kos long, and the third in the direction of Qilah
Rai Pithora, about five kos long.” Within a few yards
on the north of Hindu R4o’s house on the ridge, is a deep
hollow, and on its northern side there are two Jow openings
together torming one entrance, which seem to lead into a tunnel,
The people in the neighbourhood also point out an air shaft
about 150 feet to the north of the entrance. All attempts to
explore the tunnel have hitherto failed.

In the palace of Firoz Shdh there are two objects of more
than ordinary historical interest : the first is the Jdm’a Masjid
of Firozabad, and the second the column of Asoka.

The mosque was built in the year 755 A. H. (1354 A,
D.) by Firoz Shédh, and must have been a building of great ini-
portance and beauty, as Timiir had not only his khutbah read
here, but he took a model of it home to build a similar mosque
in his own capital. The mosque was built with the materials
cornmonly in use in the reign of Firoz Shab; quartzose
sandstone and mortar forming the walls, all cementing is done
with chunam and tbe whole edifice is plastered over with
the latter material, It is of the sloping style of architecture,
with the simple style of column which accompanied it.
The following is an epitome of the ireport of a Committee,
appointed by the Aurcheological Society of Delhi in the
ﬁar 1847, to conduct investigations into the supposed Jim'a

asjid of Firozabad.®

The mosque, having had to be built with regard to the
Kabah of Mecea, is out of the square as regards the rest of the
buildings in the citadel. The entrance to the mosque is to
the north and not to the east as is usual with such entrances,
on account of the proximity of the river to its eastern wall.
Although this was the principal entrance to the interior of
the mosque, access could also be had to its upper storey from
without by four staircases in the wall, and running upwards
from the lower storsy or taikhdnah which could be entered
through arched openings. Two of these staircases were in
the northern wall, east and west of the main entrance, and
two in the southern wall,” corresponding exactly with the

+ T 1egret to add that the valvable plans which a i i
destroged in the mutiny of 1857. F coompanied this report were
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others, Itis believed from the ruins which once covered
. the ground in front of the gateway of the mosque, that it was
connected with the building of Asoka’s pillar by a bridge.

The gateway is a square domed projecting tomb-like
building with three exterior and one interior doorways ; these
are believed to have been narrowed and shortened by stone
side pillars and lintels, supported by brackets, certainly not
elegant. This part of the building may be said, as compared
with the rest, as in the most complete state of repair, though
the carved stone work of the doorways has been removed by
the men of the neighbourhood. On proceeding through the
inner doorway into the main body of the room, nothing was
to be seen but the western, northern and southern walls,
with recesses proving the previous existence of arches, sepa-
rated by windows along the whole length to the north and
the south ; the northern and western walls were complete to
the roof, and in their whole length ; the southern is broken off
at the eastern or river extremity to the extent of about 20
feet ; this has a breach from top to bottom, about 25 feet
wide at the western extremity, adjoining the western wall.
The piece corresponding with this breach in the northern
wall is entire, or much that is now clear 1n that part ot the
building would have been inexplicable. In this corresponding
piece are the remains of the arches supporting the roof pro-
jecting farther than in any other part; and inone or two
places are the usual round plaster ornzments of the time, with
the creed in the centre. 'When this report was made, the
whole area was covered deep with debris. A well was found
nearly in the centre of the court ot the mosque open to a
depth of about 25 feet.

Between the arches and the windows that pierced the
northern and southern walls, were traces of the previous exis-
tence of pilasters, and in one or two places the semi-pedestals
were still to be seen.

In the N. W. angle was found a staircase, turning round
from the floor of the secondary corner apartment—to be ex-
plained hereafter—into the northern wall, and on to the roof;
and also a few steps to the left leading into a narrow passage,
carried along the whole length of the western wall to the
south-east angle, wherc it terminated in steps, leading to
the upper apartment in that corner. Under the upper storey



128 THE CITY, FORT, AND PALACES OF FIROZABAD.

is & series of apartments, complete to the north and west, and
nearly 8o to the south ; these are connected with the exterior by
arched doorways, and with the upper storey by the four stair-
cases already mentioned. The apartments to the east, facing
the river, have been broken off, some altogether, some only in
part. From these, in the southern and northern walls, under
the upper flight to the east, a second set of steps leads down
into a large verandah, quite entire, and nearly on a level with
the river at high water, but which seems not to have been
carried round the other three sides,

The Committee seem to have entertained some doubt as
to whether the well referred to in their report was a well
after all, and not a shaft sunk to support the foundation
of the dome erected over it. This was the octagonal
dome on the eight sides of which Firoz Shéh had put
marble slabs, on which was engraved a precis of Fatih4t-i- Firoz
Shdhi, or the victories of Firoz Shah. No inscription of any
gort or kind was discovered by the Committee of the Arche-
ological Svciety ;if marble inscriptions were really ever putu
in thé dome over the well or shaft, they have becn remove(i
as well as the square pillars on which the dome rested. Of
the existence of the dome there can be no doubt, as six of the
eight capitals peculiar to pillars supporting domes were found
lying around the mouth of the well. When the lower arches
of the western wall were cleared out, it became evident that
there had been in either angle to the westward an upper
apartment raised about six feet above the main floor, These
two rooms had been accessible by a flight of steps in the wall,
and that occupying the space of three arches on either side,
they left five in the centre as the western termination of the
main body of the mosque. On the walls of some of the arches
were found writings, evidently the work of visitors, of various
dates of the early part of the reign of Akbar, several bearin
reference to the writer having come to see this “ mosque.
Ttis very likely that in the reign of either Akbar or his
grandson, Shéh Jahan, the mosque was put into a state of
complete repair, and that the walls were not only whitewashed
but carefully plastered over. From the date discovered under
a coating of whitewash on a support to one of the roofs, it was

evident that the mosque was used as lac i
in the year 1741 A, %Sq ® Place for Worship

———
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Asoka’s Lat. —The next object of interest in the palace

of Firoz Shih is the pillar on which Asoka, king of Magadha,

ublished his tolerant edicts to the world. It was put up here

Ey Firoz Shih, in the year 757 A. H. (1356 A. D.) Itstands

on a pyramidal building of rubble stone, with domes of rubble

stone irregularly set 1n mortar of admirable quality, and
arches with ribs.*

The pyramid consists of terraces standing on an exterior
platform, on the top-most of which the pillar stands ; these
terraces have cells with arches all round.t I agree with M.
Beglar that there was not another storey over the highest
storey now in existence ; the presence of two stumps of pillars
near the edge of the upper-most storey does not argue, as a
matterof even strong probability, that they were parts of pillar-
supports, but I am of opinion, that the addition of another
stcrey which would serve to dwarf the size of the pillar would
be an ill advised addition for men who were setting up a lofty
monument to the glory of their king. The fact that the domes
over the four corner towers of the third storey are on a level
with the present main roof, is decidedly in favour of the
theory that the building was never higher than it is now.
“ Vertically beneath the base of the pillar, a gallery has been
broken through in the top-most storey, disclosing a sort of
rough chamber, covered by a rubble dome 4 feet in diameter,
on which consequently, the entire weight of the pillar rests,”f

Asoka, king of Magadha, subsequently known as Dham-
mésoka, was the son of Bindusara, and grandson of Chandra
Gupta, “the king of Hindusthan, from Kashmir to
Kanauj.” He was born in the orthodox faith, and wasa
worshipper of Shiva, but became a convert to Bhuddism,
and & powerful propagandist of his new faith. He com-
memorated his conversion and his desire that his new faith
should be spread over his empire, by the promulgation of

#* Beglar.

.1+ Muhammad Anim Razf in bis Haft-i-Kalim, describes the pillar, as it was in
the time of Akbar, as standing on a house three-storeyed high, being “a monolith of
red-stone tapering upwards.” “The three storeys,” says Franklin, “ were partly
a menagerie, and partly an aviary.” From where this idea was got bold of, I am
unable to say,

1 Beglar.
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edicts which atill stand as undying memorials of his faith,
on granite pillars which were erected from Kabul to Orissa.
Agoka is the Piyadisi of the pillar inscriptions and Pali
records ; the contemporary of Antiochus Theos, and his age
may be placed between 325--200 B. C,

The pillar under notice is a sand-stone monolith, 42 feet
7 inches high, of which the upper portion of 35 feet is polished
and the rest is left rough ; the buried portion of the pillar is
4 feet 1 inch long.* %ta upper diameter is 25°3 inches and its
lower diameter 38°8 inches, the diminution being -39 inches
per foot.t The pillar is supposed to weigh 27 tons. The
colour of the stone is pale pink, having black spots outside,
something like dark quartz. The usual amount of inaccura-
cies has found its way in the measurements of this pillar:
Major Burt, who examined it in 1887, gives its length as
about 35 feet, and diameter as 3} feet; Frankiin gives 50
feet ag its length ; Von Orlich, 42 feet ; William Finch, 24
feet ; Shams-1-Siraj, 24 gaz or 34 feet, and its circumference
10 feet. As regards the material of the monolith and the in-
scriptions it bears, some very curious mistakes have also been
macFe: the Danish Councillor, de Laét, describes it as “a
very high obelisk (as some affirm) with Greek characters
and placed here (as it is believed) by Alexander the Great ;”
the eccentric Tom Coryat also ascribes the pillar to Alexan-
der and describes it as “ brazen ;” the confiding Chaplain
Edward Terry, who was so charmed with Coryat’s impro-
bable stories, improves on his informant and ealls it a « very
great pillar of marble” of Alexander the Great ; but strange
to say, that the observant Bishop Heber describes it as a
pillar of “cast metal,” and, that the description was not an
ordinary slip of the pen, is evident from the fact that the
Bishop refers to 1t, to explain the material of the 1ron Pillar,
both being, in his lordship’s opinion, of “ cast metal.”

When Timir visited Firozibsd and saw the pillar in Firo-
z4bdd and in the Kushak Shikir, “ he declared that of all the
countries he had traversed he had never seen any monument
comparable to those,” and the praise lavished on them
by contemporary writers is equally warm and extravagant.

* Beglar,
+ Coanivgham,
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The transport of the pillar from Nahera, a village on the
bank of the Jumna, in the vicinity of Khizrdbdd, about 120
miles from Delhi must be given 1n the words of the historian,
Shams-i-Sirdj, who was 12 years of age when the pillar waa
erected in Firozdbad.*

J~ “ After Sultan Firoz returned from his expedition against
Thatta, he often made excursions in the neighbourhood of
Delhi. In this part of the country there were two stone
colamns.  Oune was in the village of Tobra, in the district
(Shikk) ot Salaura and Khizrdbdd, in the hills (koh-payah) ;
the other in the vicinity of the town of Mirat. g‘hese
columns had stood in those places from the days of the Pan-
davas, but had never attracted the attention of any of the
kings who sat upon the throne of Delhi, till Sultan Firoa
noticed them, and, with great exertion, brought them away.
One was erected in the palace (Kushk) at Firoz4bdd, near the
Masjid-i-Jém’'a, and was called the Mindra-i-Zarin, or golden
columu, and the other was erected in the Kushk-i-Shikar, or
Hunting-palace, with great labor and skill. The author has
read in works of good historians, that these columns of stone
had been the walking sticks of the accursed Bhim, a man of
great stature and size. The annals of the infidels record that
this Bhim used to devour a thousand man of food daily, and
no one could compete with him, In his days all this part
of Hind was peopled with infidels, who were continually
fighting and slaying each other. Bhim was one of five
brothers, but he was the most powerful of them all. He was
generally engaged in tending the herds of cattle belonging to
his wicked brothers, and he was accustomed to use these two
stone pillars as sticks to gather the cattle together. The size
of the cattle in those days was in proportion to that of other
creatures, These five brothers lived near Delhi, and when
Bhim died, these two columns were lefi?standing as memorials
of him. When Firoz Sbah first beheld these columns, he was
filled with admiration and resolved to remove them with
greater care as trophies to Delhi”

* Khizrdbad is 90 kos from Delhi, in the vicinity of
the hills When the Sultan visited that district, and

* The village whers the pillar originally stood is variously called Saléra,
Jawira, Tahera, Tohra, Tapera and Nahera, I have followed Syud Ahmed Khén.
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saw the column in the village of Tabra, he resolved to
remove it to Delhi, and there erect it as a memorial
to future generations. After thinking over the best means
of lowering’ the column, orders were issued commanding
the attendance of all the people dwelling in the neigh-
bourhood, within and without the Doab, and all soldiers, both
horse and foot. They were ordered to bring all implements
and materials suitable for the work.,  Directions were issued
for bringing parcels of the cotton of the Sembal (silk
cotton tree), (Suantities of this silk cotton were placed round
the column, and when the earth at its base was removed, it
fell gently over on the bed prepared for it. The cotton was
then removed by degrees, and after some days the pillar lay
safe upen the groung. When the foundations of the pillar
were examined, a large square stone was found as a base,
which also was taken cut. The pillar was then encased from
top to bottom in reeds, and raw skins, so that no damage
might accrue to it. A carriage, with forty-two wheels, was
constructed, and ropes.were attached to each wheel. Thousands
of men hauled at every rope and after great labor and diffi-
culty the pillar was raised on to the carriage. A strong vope
was fastened to each wheel, and 200 men pulled at each of:
these ropes. By the simultanecus exertions of so many
thousand men, the carriage was moved, and was brought to
the banks of the Jumna.  Here the Sultan cane to meet it
A number of large boats had been collected, some of which
could carry 5,000 and 7,000 maunds of grain, and the least of
them 2,000 maunds. The column was very ingeniously trans-
ferred to these boats, and was then conducted to Firozdbad,

where it was landed and conveyed into the Kushk with infinite
labor and skill.,”

“ At this time the author of this book was twelve years of
age, and a pupil of the respected Mir Khin, When the pillar
was brought to the palace, a building was commenced for its
reception near the Jam'a Magjid, and the most skilful architects
and workmen were employed. It was constructed of stone
and chunam, and consisted of several stages or steps (poshisk).
When a step was finished the column was raised on to it
another step Was then built and the pillar was again raised,
and so on in succession until it reached the intended he ight.
On arriving at this stage, other contrivances had to be devised



ASORA’S PILLAR T, 133

to place it in an erect position. Ropes of great thickness were
obtained, ard windlasses were placed on each of the six stages
of the base, The ends of the ropes were fastened to the top
of the pillar, and the other ends passed over the windlasses,
which were firmly secured with many fastenings. The wheels
were then turned, and the column was raised about half a
gaz. Logs of wood and bags of cofton were then placed
under it to prevent it sinking again. Tn this way by degrees,
and in the course of several days, the column was raised fo the
perpendicular., Large beams were then placed round it as
supports, until quite a cage of scaffolding was formed. It was
thus secured in an upright positton, straight as an arrow,
without the smallest deviation from the perpendicular. The
square stone, before spoken of, was placed under the pillar.
After it was ralsed, some ornamental friezes of black and
white stone were placed round its two capitals (do SCer-1-an)
and over these there was raised a gilded copper cupola called
in Hindi kalas. The height of the obelisk was thirty-two
gaz ; eight gaz was sunk in its pedestal, and twenty-four gaz
was visible.  On the base of the obelisk there were engraved
several lines of writing in Hindi characters. Many Brahmans
and Hindu devotees were invited to read them. but no one
was able. Itis said that certain infidel Hindus interpret
them, stating that no one should be able to remove the obelisk
trom its place till there should arise in the latter days a
Mubammadan king, named Sultan Firez.” 4

‘When Willlam Finch saw the pillar in 1611 A, D, it
had “ on the top a glebe surmounted by a crescent.” Its gilt
pinnacle, which Shams-i-Sirdj also mentions, gave the pillar
the mname of Mindr Zarin or the Golden Pillar, The
top of the pillar has since been injured by lightning, or
cannon balls, Besides several minor records of pilgrims and
travellers, ranging from the first century of the Christian Era
to the present century, the two most important inscriptions
on the pillar are, first that of king Asoka, containing bis edicts,
which were promulgated in the middle of the third ecntury
before Christ, and are engraved in the ancient Pali or the
spoken language of the day ; the second, records in Sanskrit,
the victories of the Chohan Prince Visala Deva, who ruled
over the country lying between the Himalayas and the
Vindhya hills ; this inseription was engraved in Samwat 1220
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(1163 A. D.) in modern Nagri character. Ot the first Cun-
ningham remarks, that it is the longest, the most important
of all the pillar inscriptions of Asoka ; he then continues:
“ The alphabetical characters, which are of the oldest form
that has yet been found in India, are most clearly and
beautifully cut, and there are only a few letters of the whole
record lost by the peeling off of the surface of the stone....The
record consists ot four distinet inscriptions on the four sides
of the column facing the cardinal points, and of one long
inscription immediately below, which goes completely round
the pillar....The last ten lines of the eastern face, as well as
the whole of the continuous inscription round shaft are peculiar
to the Delhi pillar, There is- a marked difference also in the
appearance of this part of the inscription. The characters
are all thinner and less boldly cut, the vowel marks are
generally sloping instead of being horizontal or perpendicular,
and the lettersy, ¢, s and A are differently found from those
of the preceding part of the inscription.”*

The first four inscriptions are enclosed in frames and each

* FEnglish translation of the inseription on the East face of the column ;:—

“ Thus spake king Devanampiya Piyadasi :—In the twelfth year of my anoint-
ment, a religious edict was puhlisﬁed for the pleasure and progt of the world ;
having destroyed that document, and regarding my former religion as sin, I now, for
the benefit of the world, proclaim the fact. And this among my nobles, among my
néar relations, and amm:f my dependants, whataoever pleasures I may thus abanden
1 tk.lerefore canse to be eatmyege; and I proclaim the same in the congre-

tions ; while I pray with every variety of prayer for those who differ from me
1n creed, that they, following after my proper example, may, with me, attain unte
eternal salvation : wherefore, the present edict of religion’is promulgated in this
27th year of my anointment, '

“ Thus spake King Devanampiya Piyadasi : —18 Kings of the olden time have
gone to heaven under these very desives. How then, among mankind, may religion
or growth in grace be increased, yea, thicugh the conversion of the humbly born
shall religion inereasa ? *

“ Thus sgake King Devanampiya Piyadasi :—-The present moment and the past
have departed under the same ardent hopes. How by the conversion of the royal-
born, may religion be increased # Through the conversion of the lowly-born, if
religion thus increaseth, by how much more through the conviction of the high-
born, and their couversion, shall religion increase ? (x) Among whomsoever the
name of God reateth, verily this is reli%;m or verily virtue shall there increase.

“u:;f:»ake_ King Devanampiya Piyadasi :~Wherefore, from this very hour
I have ca religious discourses to be preached ; I have appointed religiouss

(¢) The last word in the 11th line is & part of the following sentence :

ye atikata
ataraon rajannd, hesa hevam ichh 4sn.

Cunningham rends atikata a3 atikaniam,
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is complete in itself. The four edicts are repeated verbatim

nhservances, that mankind, having listened thereto shall be brought to follow in
the right path, and give glcry unto God Agns 1*
South face.

“Thus spake King Devapampiya Piyadasi :—In the twent{‘-seventh year of
my anointment. The following animals shall not be put to death; the parrot, the
waina {ot thrush). the wild duck of the wilderness, the goose, the bull-faced owl, the
vulture, the but, the Ambaka, Pjllika, the raven, and the common crow, the
Vedaveyaka, the wdjutunt, Son Kujamave, the Kadbat asyaka, the Panasasesimala,
the Sandaka, the Qlapada, those that go in pairs, the white dove and the domestic
pigeon. Among all fuur-footed beasts the following shall not be for food, they shall
not be eaten : the she-goat of various kinds. and the sheep, and the sow, either when
heavy with young or when giving milk. UnXkilled birds, birds of every sort for the
desire of their flesh, shall not be put to death. The same being alive shall pot be
injured, whether because of their nselessness, or for the sake of amusement they
shall not be injured. Animals that prey on life shall not be cherished.

* In the three four monthly periods (of the year) on the evening of the full
Tnoon, during the three (holy) days, namely, the fourteenth, the fifteenth, and the
first day after conjunction, in the midst of the Upcsatha ceremonies (or strict
fasts) unkilled things (or live fish) shall not be exposed for sale. Yea, on these
days, peither the snake tribe, aor the feeders on fish (alligators) mor any living
beings whatsoever shall be put to death.

“ On the eight days of the paksia (or half month), on the fourteenth, on the
fifteenth, op ihe days when the moon is in the mansions of firshe and Punarva-
sunw ; onthese several days in the three four monthly periods, the ox shall not be
teuded ; the goat, the sheep, anl the pig, if indeed any be tended : (for domestic nse)
shall not be tended.  Oun the ¢ishe and the Punarvasuna of every four mounths,
and, of every paksha or semi-lupation of the four months, it is forbidden to keep
(for labour) either the horse or the ox.”

West face.

“'Thus spake King Piyadasi, beloved of the Gods :—In the twenty-seventh
year of my ancintment, 1 have cansed to be promulgated the following religious
edict. My devotees, in very many hundred thousand souls, having (now) atlained
vuto knowledye ; I have ordaiued (the following) fines and punishments for their
transgressions. Wherever devotees shall abile around, (or circumambulate) the
holy tig trees for the performance of pious duties, the benefit and pleasure f the
country, and its inhabitants shall be {in making) offering : and according to their
generosity or otherwise shall they enjoy prosperity or adversity, and they shall give
thanks for the coming of the faith. Whatever villages with their inhabitauts may
be given or maintained for the sake of the worship, the devotees shall receive the
same and for an example unto my people they shall follow after, or exercise
(solitary) austerities. And likewise, whatever blessing they shall pronounce, by
these ahall my devotees accumulate for the worship (?) Furtberwore the people
sball attend in the night the great myrobalun tree and the loly fig tree. My
people shall foster (accumulate) the great myrofueiun, Pleasure i3 to be eschewad
as intoxication (§)

*My devoteea doing thus for the profit and pleasure of the village, whereby
they (coming) arouwd the beawteous and holy tia tree may cheerfully abide in the
performance of pious acts.  In this also are fines and punishments for the trans-
gression of my devotees appointed much to be desired is such renown !  According to
the measure of the offence (the destruction of vizo or happiness) shall be the measure
of the punishment, but (the offender) shall not be put to death by me. Banishment

* The last line euds thus :

Etam jane suln anupati pajisati
aguime pamisati,

Cunningham reads agnim as abhyum,
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on the pillars at Allahabad, Mattia, Radhia aud the Kushak-
Shikdr on the ridge near DelhL

shall be the puunishinent of those malefactors deserving of imprisonment and execu-
tion, Of those who commit murder on the hizhroad (dacoi‘s?) even none
whether of the poor or of the rich shall be injured (tortured) on my three special
days (I. Those guilty of cruelly beating or slanghtering living things, having
escaped mutilation (through my clemency) shall give alms (as & des-dund) and shall
also undergo the penance of fasting. And thus it is my desire that the protection
of even the workers of opposition shall send to (the support of) the worship ;
and (on the other haud) the ‘people whose righteonsness increases in every respect
shall spontaneously partake of my benevolence.”

North face.

# Thus spake King Devanampiva Pyadasi :—In the twenty-seventh year of my
anointment I have caused this reliviows edict to be publisbed in writing., I ac-
knowledge and confess the faults that have Deen cherished in my heart. From
the love of virtue, by the sidie of which all other things are as sius, from the strict
scrutiny of sin, and from a fervent desire to be told of sin: by the fear of sin and
by very enormity of sin—by these may my eyes be strengthened and confirmed (in
rectitude).

. “The sight of religinn and the love of religion of their own accord increase and
will ever increase, and my people whether of the laity, {grikist} orv of the priesthood
{wacetics )—all mortal beings are knit together thereby, and preseribe to themselves
the same path ; and abuve all having obtained the mastery over their passions, they
become supremely wise. For this is indeed trne wizdom. It is upheld and boaud
by (it consists in) religion—by religion which cherishes, veligion which teaches pious
acts, religion that bestows (tiie only true) pleasure.

% Thus spake king Devanaupiya Piyadasi :—In religion is the chief excellence,
but religion consists in good works :—in the non-emission of many aets : merey and
charity, purity and chastity ;—(these are} {0 me the anointment of consecration.
Towards the poor and the afilicted, towards bipeds and quadrupeds, towards the
fowls of the air and things that move in the witers, manifold have lieen the benevolent
acts performed by me. Out of cousideration for things inanimate even many other
excellent things have been done by me. To this purpose is the present edict promul-
gated 1 let all pay attention tu it {or take coghizinee thereof): and let it endure for
ages to coms : and he who acts in couforinity thereto, the sawe shall attain eternal
happivess, (or siiall be united with sugato.)

“ Thus spake King Devanampiys Piyadasi :—Whatever appeareth to me
to be virtwous and good, that is so held to be good and virtuous by
me, and wvot the less if it have evil tendency, is it accounted for evil by
e or is it pamed among the as/nure (the nine offences)? Eyes are given
{to mﬂ._n) to distinguish between the two qualities (between right and wroag) :
according to the capacity of the eyes so may they behold. The following are
accounted among the nine mioor transgressions : mischief, harvd-heartedness, anger,
}i'li:de, euvy. These eril deeds of nine kinds shall on uo account be mentioned.
They should be regarded as opposite (or prohibited). Let this (ordinance) be
impressed on my heart, let it be cﬁgﬁshed with all my soul”

Round the Column,

 Moreover along with the increase of religion, opposition will increase : for
which reason T have appointed sermons to be preached, and I have established
ordinances of every kind ; through the efficacy of which, the misguided, having
acquired true knowledge, shall proclaim it on all sides (1) and shall become active
in upholiing its duties. The disciples oo, flocking in vast multitudes, (many
hundred thonsand souls) let these likewise receive my cowmmand— in such ,wise do
zzi;oo address on all sides (or address comfortably) the people united in religion.

g Devanampiya Piyadasi thus spake :—Thus among the present generation
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The second inscription belongs to the year 1164 AL T,
and records the victories of King Visala Deva of Sakambuan,

have I endowed establishments, appointed men very wise in the faith, and
done . . . for the faiih.

“ King Devanampiya Piyadasi again spake as follows ;—Along the hizhroads
I bave cansed iig trees to be plauted, that they may be for shade for animals and
men : I have (wlsu) planted mango trees 1 and at every half for I have cansed
wells to be constructed, and (resting-places 1) for the night to be erected.  And how
many taverns (or serais) have been erected by me at various places, for the enter-
tainment of man and beast ¥ so that as the people, tinding the road to every species
of pleasure aud couvemence in these places of entertainment, these new towns
(nuyupuri) rejoiceth under my rule, so let them thovoughly appreciate and follow
after the same (gv-tew of beuevolenee). This is my ebject and thus have I dons,
Thus spake King Devanampiya Piyadasi :—Let the priests deeply versad in the
faith (or let my doectrines !} penetrate among the wultitude of the rich eapable of
grantirg favors, and let them penetrate alike among the unbelievers, whether of
ascetics or of householders: awl let then peoetrate into the assemblies (' for my sake.
Moreover let them for e suke Aud their way among the brehmuns and the wost
destitute : and amony those who have abandoned lowmestic life, for my sake, let
them penetrate : and among various unbelievers for my sake let them find their
way : yea, use vour utmost endeavonrs amonyg these several classes, that the wise
men, these men learned in religion, or these doctrines of my religion) may pene-
trate among these respectively, as well as amony all other unbelievers.

“Thus spake King Devanarpiva Pivadasi —And let these (priests) and athers
the most skilful in the sacred offices peuetrating among the charitably disposed of
my gqueens, and among all my secluded wowmen discreetly and respectfully use
their most persuasive efforts {at conversion), and acting on the heart and on the
eyes of the children formy suke pevetrate in like manner amons the charitably
disposed of other Queens and Priuces for the purpose (uf imparting) religious
enthusinsm and thoroughly religivus ivstraction,  And this is the true religious
devotion (viz.} that it shall iucrease the mercy and charity, the troth and purity,
the kindness and honesty of the world,

“Thus spake King Devanampiya Pivadasi :—And whateversoever henevolent:
acts bave been done by me, the same shall be prescribed as duties to the people
who follow after me : and in thi= {mapner) shall their influence and iucrense be
manifest. by doing service to fither and mother ; by duing service to spiritual
pastors ; by respectful demennour to the aged and fall of yenrs—and by kindness
and condescension to brahmuns and sraimcnus, to the orphap and destitute, to
servants and the minstrel tribe,

“ King Devanampiya Pivadasi again spake :—And rveligion increaseth among
men by two separate processes,—by performance of religious offices, and by
security against persecution. Accordinyly that religions offices and immunities
might abound among multitwles, T have observed the ordinunce myself as the
apple of my eve {7} as testified by all these animals which have Leen saved from
slaughter, and by manifolil vther virtunus acts performed oh my behalf,

* And that the veligion may be free from persecution of men, increasing through
the abeolute prohibition to put to death livieg bLeings, or to sacrifice ought that
draweth breath.  For such an olject is all this done, that it may endure o my sous,
and their sons’ sons —as long as the sun and movn shall ket Wherefore Iet them
follow its injunctions and be obedient thereto—and let it be had in reverence and
respect. I the twenty-seventh year of my reiga have T caused this edict to be
written ; so saveth (Devanampiya) .—ZLet stone and pillars be prepared and let
this edict of religion be engraven thereon, that i may endure uato lhe remoleat

”
aesg.

g Five detached short lines,

“ By the mandate of Devanampiya, at all times the great truth {Mahamata) is
appeinted to be spoken. These also, (pamely) mango trees and other thiugs are the
gift of the second princess (his) queen., And these for......... .. of Kichhigani, the
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and is said to bave been engraved by the order of Rai Pitho-
ra, who professed to be a descendant of the Chohén conqueror
of the Tuars. This inscription counsists of two portions, the
shorter one is above and the longer one below the edicts of
Asoka. The upper portion is engraved in much larger cha-
racters than the lower, and is on the south-west side of the
pillar ; and in the translation of the iiiscription given below in
the foot riote it is the first paragraph. The second portion of
the tuseription, which consists of two stanzas, is very defective.
The two first hemistichs are wanting in seven, and the two
last in five syllables. Cunningham suggests that the render-
ing of chdhumdnatilaka into  Chief of the Chohans” is more
forcible than that of Colebrooke’s into “ most eminent of the
tribe which sprang from the arms” [of Brahma] He further
believes, that there is an error in referring the origin of the
Chohéns to Brahma, preferring the version of Mikji, the
Bard of the Khichi Chohdns, who derives them from the
Anal Kund, or the fire-spring on Mount Abu. Agreeing
with Mr. Edward Thomas, General Cunningham suggests
that the name of the Prime Minister should be read
Sri Sallakshana, and not S~ Mad Lakshana *

third prinecess the general (daughter’s...........7), Of the second lady thus let the act
redound with triple force.” .

* English translation of the inscription :- -

“In the year 1220 or [A. D. 1163] on the 15th day of the bright half of the month
of Vaisakh (thia moon ) of the fortunate Visala Deva, son of the fortunate Vella Deva,
king of Sakambhari.

. As far as the Vindhiya, as faras the Himédri, having achieved conquest
in the course of travelling to holy places; resentful to haughty kings, aod
indulgent to those whose mecks are humbled; makiug Aryavarta ouwce more
what 1ts name signifies, by causing the barlarians to be exterminated ; Visala-
Deva, supreme ruler of Snkambhari and Sovereign of the earth, is vietorfous in the
world. This conqueror, the fortunate Vigraha Raja, King of Sakambhéri, most
eminent of the tribe which sprang from the arms fof Brahina) now addresses his own
descendants : By us the region of the enrth between Himavat and Vindhrs has besn
made t‘.l.'lblltﬂ'.?' ; let not your minds be void of exertion to subdue the remajmler.
Tears are evident in the eyes of the enemy’s cobsort : blades of grass are perceived
between thy adversaries’ teeth ; thy fame is predominent thronghout space ; the
minds of thy foes are void _{of hope) ; their route is the desert where mwen are
hindered from passing ; O Vigraha Raja Deva ! in the jubilee occasioned by thy
march. May thy abode, O Vigraha, sovereizn of the earth be fixed, as in reason it
ought, in the bosoms (akin to the mansion of dalliance) of the women with beautiful
eyebrows who were married to thy enemies ! There is no doabt of thy being the
highest of embodied souls. Didst thou not sleep in the lap of Sri whom thou didst
seize from the ocean, having churned it ! In the year of the fortonate Vikramaditya
1220, on Thureday the 15th day of the bright half of the month Vaisakh. This
was written in the presence of and by Sri-pati, the son of Mahava Akhyastha
of a family in Ganda at this time the fortunate Lakshana Pala, a Rai y uh'a,
13 prime minister.  Siva the Terrible, and ths universal Monarch e 1apaia,
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The less important inseriptions are, however, of different
ages, the more ancient must have been on the pillar before it
was removed by Firoz Shdh, One of the oldest is the name
of Sri Bhadra Mitras or Subhadra Mitra, this and two other
inscriptions of the Gupta period are in very small letters.
In larger letters, of asomewhat later date, are several short
inscriptions of which the most legible is Surya Vishna Subar-
nakakant. A second begins with Hara Singht Subarna
Kakane, the remainder being illegible with the exception of
the word Kamdra. A third reads Charma Subanak, the
second letter being somewhat doubtful. This record is ex-
tended in another place to Charma Sabana shara. Of a
much later date is the name of Siddh Bhayan Karnath Jogi.
On the northern face of the pillar there are two inscriptions in
modern Nagri, both bearing date Wednesday 13th, waning-
moon of Chaitra Samvat 1581 |1524 A. D.] The longer
inscription contains the name of Suritan Ibrahim, being
Sultan Ibrahim Lodi.®

From the top of the pyramid, on which the pillar of Asoka
stands, may be seen the ruins of Firozabdd ; they present a
scene of desolation which has not been surpassed, even in a
tract of country where seven different capitals have been
successively abandoned to decay, or entombed in their own
ruins, To the east of this site flows the Jumna, on the old
bank of which river Firozdbid was bult ; to the west, north,
and south the ground is covered with dismantled buildings ;
half ot a wall, two sides of an enclosed square, a detached
domed room and a cluster of five orsix such buildings
surround the pillar of Asoka. TFurther on, a round enclosure of
cells, more or less complete, stands close by a corner tower of
the citadel, and another tower which lies in a heap of debris.
The foundations of a series of buildings, running in parallel
lines, cover several acres of ground, and mark the most
crowded part of the citadel. The ruins are heaped up close
together nearer the river, but are less numerous as they extend
further in-land.

* Cuningham's Archeological Reports, Vol. 1., page 167.
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Kushak-i-Shikar or Jahannuma and. Asoka’s-.Becond
Pillar.—This palace was built by Firoz Shih Tughlaq in the
year 755 A. H. (135¢ A. D.) on the top of the hill to the
north-west of Modern Delhi, and outside the city of Firozd-
bad. It was the hunting palace of Firoz Shah, and its site is
now identified with the ground round and about the two
half-dilapidated buildings known as Chdr B and Pir
Gaib, and where the second pillar of Asoka has since been
put up. Prince Timir, who plundered the palace, describes it
as “ a fine huilding on the top of a hill by the banks of the
Jumna.” “ Firoz Shdh,” says Yazdi, the obsequious histo-
rian of Prince Timir, “ had given the name of Jahannuma
by inspiration, as it was to become illustrious by the visit of
the Sovereign of the worid.”

The second pillar of Asoka “was removed by Sultan
Firoz,” says Shams-i-Sirdj, “ with similar skill and labour,
and was re-erected on a hill in the Kushak-i-Shikir (amid
great feasting and rejoicing.) After the erection of the pillar,
- & large town sprang up and the nobles of the Court bulit
houses there.”

The hunting palace, or * hunting seat” as Finch ealls it,
has been identified by tradition with the half-rnined building,
popularly known as the Pir Gaib, used as a Great Trigonome-
trical Survey Station. The portion of the palace that is still
standing is an oblong of 66 feet by 58, but I have no doubt
that it exiended to the east as far the crest of the ridge,
—for fully over a hundred and ten feet,—on which may yet
be seen the ruins of walls “ resembling those still existing in
material, workmanship, and in the great slope or batter which
appears to have been a characteristic of the period.”*

The approach to the building, which is double-storeyed,
is from the north, and you enter 1t thro’ what looks like a gate-
way, but which is evidently the remains of an arched, square,
but roofless room in front of which are the remains of the
floor of some building, an oblong of 50 feet by 30. To the
right of this dismantled room is a buttress, which is
carried up to the roof of the upper floor, and over it are the
walls of & square room with arched openings ; on its east is a

* Beglar,
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stone pillar and on its west the upper half of the buttress sup-
porting the arch. Bebind the roofless room is a second
room, of the same size as the first, but completely covered.
The eastern wall of the front room, which forins part of the ex-
treme north-eastern face of the building, indicates, as remarked
before, the extemsion of the building on that side ; and on
the west of the room 13 the buttress already mentioned. The
front room, which resembles a gateway, stands out three or
four feet from the line of the northern wall of the building.
This wall, so far as it belongs to the lower storey, rises to the
level of the supposed gateway, and is about 18 feet wide at
the base, but loses about three feet when it reaches the roof
of the lower storey. The wall has no window or door in it,

* On the corner of the wall isan octagonal buttress, which,

as it reaches the upper storey, becomes circular. The eastern
face of the kuilding is hardly more intelligible ; its northern
face here assumes the appearance of a small two-storeyed
tower attached to this, in the lower storey, are three arched
hut roofiess ; openings, 3 feet wide and 10 feet high. On the
upper storey, snrmounting these vpenings, are a square and an
arched doorway ; the rest of this side of the building presents
adead wall. Turninground to the south, we come to a low
but broad and arched doorway now walled up, but when
open, it formed the southern euntrance of a passage through
the whole building from the north o the south, To the
west of this doorway, there are two flights of masonry steps
with a ten fest wide dead wall between them ; these steps
condact the visitor to the top of the building and are
divided into two flights, the first consisting of 14, and
the second of 18 steps. The western face of the building
is remarkable for nothing more interesting than a very
‘heavy gateway with a low arched entrance; above this
entrance, there is a dead wall with buttresses flanking the
gateway and the corners of the wall. Standing uvnder this
gateway, we can see through the whole building from the
west to the east, the distance being made up of the two
passages and two rooms. Through a hole, about a foot in
diameter, 1n the centre of the roof of the room nearest to
this gate and the room above it, the sky is visible.
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Returning to the northern entrance, which I have sup-
posed to be the main entrance of the building, on our right, as
we enter the place, is a flight of 25 steps which takes us to the
second storey. As we reach the second floor on our right
is a masonry monument, the grave itself heing under the right
hand wall of the staircase. To the left of the monument
are the mehrabs of a mosque, with this peculiartty worthy of
notice, that while the centre Mehrdb and its right arch are in
the western wall, its left arch i3 in the northern wall and
at right angles to the wall which contains the centre
mehrab. The second storey consists of two rooms. On the
roof of these rooms, which is protected by a plain parapet
2% feet high reached by the steps already described on the
south of the house, there are the remains of the walls of a
third storey. On the roof of the southern room there
18 a hollow masonry cylinder, about 4 feet high and 2} feet in
diameter, with an arched hole on either side of it, and covered
by a slab of granite a little over 4 inches in diameter, through
which the sky may be seen from the ground floor. Whether
the hole in the upper roof, and the corresponding hole in the
roof of the lower storey, were intended for scientific purposes
or not, it is impossible to say.

Asoka’s Pillar II. — At a short distance to the south of the
Pir Gaib, on the ridge, stands the second pillar of Asoka, which
was put up by Firoz Shéh in his Kushak Shikar, about four
miles from the first Lat. It was thrown down by an acci-
dental explosion of a powder magazine, in the reign of
Farokhsir, and was broken into five pieces, an occurrence which
is no longer accepted on the sole authority of tradition. Padre
Tieffenthaler, who resided in India between 1743 and 1776,
corroborates the native account; he was informed by the
people of Delhi that it was standing erect not long before his
visit to that place. When Burt, who visited Delhi in 1833,
put the five pieces in order for a sketch, the monolith measured
33 feet long, and about 3 feet 2 inches in diameter. Burt
believes that about two feet of stone was lost at the top of
the pillar. Although smaller than the pillar in the palace of
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Firozdbid, it is larger in diameter. The following measure-
ments are taken from General Cunningham’s reports :—the
whole length of the five pieces is 32§ feet, the portion of the
shaft below the inscription measures 18 feet and that above it
12 feet, upper diameter 294 inches and lower diameter 3582
inches ; the rough thick end is about 38 inches in diameter,
I:he diminution of the pillar is just one-fifth of an inch per
oot.

In 1838, Hindu Rao, who seems to have purchased the
pillar with Mr. Fraser’s house, in the grounds of which the
broken pieces were lying, made it a present to the Asiatic
Society of Bengal. The Executive Engineer of Delhi, who was
requested to remove the pillar, found it too expensive to send it
down to Calcutta, and at the sucgestion ot Burt, and with the
sanction of the Asiatic Society, he sawed off the inscribed
portion of the pillar and sent 1t to thatlearned bedy, by whom
1t was placed under the bust of the lamented Mr. James
Prinsep, the greatest antiquarian of India. In 1866, the
inscription was returned to Delhi, and a year later, the broken
pieces were joined together and the restored pillar was again
putup by Mr. Campbell. It now stands on a granite
plinth of two terraces, thefirst is 10 feet square and three feet
high, and the second Ti’f feet square and 21 feet high. The five
pieces in which the pillar was broken may be easily distin.
guished ; on the fourth piece from the bottom is the
nscription, which however is hardly visible, but when
examined by Mr, Prinsep was found to be\{:he exach
duplicate of the other inscriptions. The following is
engraved in English on the granite plinth of the pillar ;

“ This pillar was originally erected at Meerut
In the third century B. C. by
King AsorA

It was removed thence and set up in the Koshuk Shikar Palace

near this, by the Emperor Firoz Shab, A. D. 1356,

Thrown down and broken into five pieces by the explosion of a
powder magazine, A. D. 1713—1719, it was restored and set up in this
place by the British Government, A. D. 1867.”
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Char Burji or Four Towers.—Tradition ascribes this
building to the Kushak Shikar of Sultan Firoz Shik. It is
evidently a mausoleum, although the name of the dead is un-
known. It is undeniably a Firoz Sh4hi building, possessing
all the characteristics of that period, and stands close to, if
not within, the bunting palace of Firoz Shih. The building
is an oblong of 61 feet by 56 ; it is double-storeyed, built
of stone and mortar, and covered with lime plaster. It is
eutered through a small masonry doorway facing the south,
the wall above which is pierced by three square openings ;
on each side of the door is an arched entrance not more than
five and a half feet high. On the eastern face of the
building there are three arched doors, the centre one being
larger than those on its sides ; above these the wall is
pierced by seven loophole-style openings, each protectsd
by a small but heavy looking and pointed weathering.
The northern face of the building islike its eastern face; on
the western inner wall of the ground floor is a mosque, which
consists of a single mehrdb or an arched recess, which
represents the qiblah. The ground floor of the building
consists of nine rooms, the largest is in the centre and
contains a grave ; on each corner there is a small room and
a middle room on each side. The middle room on the west
was used as a mosque, as already mentioned ; the monument
over the grave has been so effectually removed, that there 1is
not the slightest sign of the room having ever been used for
a mortuary purpose; but the second monument on the roof
of the upper storey is still in existence.

On either side of the main entrance, in the southern
wall of the building, there are two staircases which lead to
the upper ficor. On each corner of the upper storey isa
small domed room, or burj ; three of these rooms are standing ;
that on the N. W, corner is believed to have been struck
down by lightnirg, which is also said to have laid bare the
bones in the grave. Connecting the towers on the S. E.
and the .S. W. corners of the tomb, and right over its main
gateway, is a small, narrow, room with three arched openings
facing the north and corresponding with the three square
openings in the back wall Between the 8. E, and N. E.
towers, and the N. E. and N. W. towers, there are bare
walls pierced by openings like those described in the eastern
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wall. On the west, corresponding with the mosque below,
there is 2 small room ; in the centre of the roof of the upper
storey isa masonry monument corresponding with the grave
1n the ground floor,

e ettty

The Tomb of Nasir-uddin Mahmud Chiragh Delhi —
Shaikh Nasir-uddin Mahmid, the last of the great Chistf
saints of Delhi, was the chief disciple and successor ot Nizdm-
uddin Aulid and 2 man of learning and benevolence. He
was renowned as an author and a preacher, and was
successful in spreading the faith of Muhammad. Both in
force of character and intellect, he was inferior to his
great master, but he bere his troubles at the hands of
Muhammad Tughlaq Shih with great patiencee. When
Makhdiim Jahanidn Sayyad Jalal visited Mecca, he was
asked by the Sharif oif K'abah, ‘“Now that all the great
saints are gone, who is considered the most renowned man
of piety in Delhi ' the Makhdim replied : “ Nasir-uddin
Mahmid ; adding that < Nasir-uddin was the lamp { Chiragh]

of Delhi,”

On Friday, the 18th Ramzdn, 757 A. IL (133¢ A, D))
Nasir-uddin was stabbed to death by a fanatical Tilandari
Jakir who had come to him for alms. Nasir-uddia died in the
82nd year of his age. He was buried close to the village
of Xhirki, in the room in which he had lived A dome
was built over it by Firoz Shdh in the year 749 A H.
(1350 A. D)) during the life time of the saint; in the
grave of Nasir-uddin was aiso buried all that he most
valued in Iife : the cloak, the staff, the cup, and the carpet for
prayer which were bequeathed to him by his master Nizém-
uddin Aulia. ’

The tomb of Chiragh Delhi stands within an irregularly
built oblong enclosure of 180 feet by 104, the walls having an
average height of 12 feet, The greater portion of this
enclosure was built by the Emperor Mubammad Shih in the
year 1142 A H (1729 A. D.); its main entrance, which
was built 12 years after the death of Chiragh Delh, is on its
north-eastern corner ; it is a domed gateway of stone and
masonry, with an arched door, over which is an inscription
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on white marble.* The room of the gateway is 31 feet
square, exterior, and inside about 19 feet square; with
masonry chabitrahs, about 2} feet high, on either side.
From the ground to its embattled roof the tomb is about
27 feet high and the dome stands about 15 feet from
the root ; thus making the whole height of the tomb about
42 feet. The parapet over the door is flanked by two
small masonry minarets.

About 35 feet to the north-west of the’ gateway is the
tomb of Chiragh Delhi. Itisa single room, about 30 feet
square and 40 feet high, and surmounted by a masonry dome
with a gilt pinnacle ; on each corner of the roof there is a slim,
eight feet high minaret; the roof is protected by a plain
parapet ; uander the parapet is a deep stone weathering,
which was built by one Khwijah Muhamemad Khin. Under-
neath the weathering there are twelve arched openings, three
on each side, supported by twelve red-stone pillars; with
the exception of the door, which is in the middle arch on
the south, the rest of the arches are covered with
pierced screens of red sand-stone. Inside the room is the
grave of Chiragh Delhi, surrounded by a dwarf railing.
Under the dome an inverted gilt cup is suspended over the
grave. To the west of the tomb isa mosque, and in a .
room in the north-western corner of the enclosure is the -
wooden seat which was offered to the shrine by one Dakhni
Beg; it is 7 feet long, 4 wide and 3 feet high; it is
cut out of one piece of wood, is elaborately carved and
bears the following inscription— :

“ God 1s great!
This throne of wood is an offering made by Dakhn{
To the worthy Nasir-uddin Mabhmid.
May God purify his cherished secrets, 1143 Hijri,
In the 12th year of the reign of Mubammad Shabh Ghiz.

Prince Gholam Haidar, son of Akbar Shah II., built
a verandah round the tomb of Chiragh Delhi, but it fell in
shortly after its completion.

* Buglish translation of the inscription :—*“ In the name of God ! auspicious is
the mention of his name. The building of this glorious dome waa {ﬁnishgd} in the
raign of the august, strengthened with the belp of the merciful, Abal Muzaffar
Firoz Bhéh, Sultan ; may God perpetuate his Kingdom; in the year 775, date of the
fight of the Messenger of Gud, on whom be God'a blessing. Greeting.” ’

k]
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Qadam Sharif —About a mile and a half to the south
of the Lahore Gate of Modern Delhi is the shrine of Qadam
Sharif, or the sacred foot-print, believed to be the impression
of the foot of the Prophet Muhammad on a small slab of
marble. In the year 776 A. H.(1374 A. D.) Fateh Khdn the
son of Firoz Shih Tughlaq died, and was buried here by his
father ; the king placed the sacred marble over the grave of
his son, as a memorial of his veneration for the relic and affec-
tion for his child The tomb is an irregularly constructed
stone and masonry building with seven dcors and gateways of
which two are now closed. It stands on a masonry platform
about 53 feet high, and is an oblong of 75 feet by 63 feet ;
the main entrance 1s on the east, on the east and the west
there are masonry colonnades with masonry domes at the
four corners. In these colonnades are the graves of
other members of the family of Firoz Shih Tughlaq,
and, in later times, some of the merchants of Delhi have
availed themselves of the advantage of the neighbourhood of
the sacred marble to use the place for burial. Between the
two colonnades is an irregular oblong enclosure, the walls of
which are formed by upright slabs of sand stone about 43
feet high. This inner enclosure is entered through a small
gateway in its southern wall, and within it is a covered
space, 38 feet long and 29 feet broad, the roof of which
has sloping sides, something in the style of a thatched
house, and is supported by 26 stone pillars.* REach of
the four corners of the roof is surmounted by a small
open pavilion consisting of a low dome standing on
four pilars. Under the roof of this room is a deep
stone weathering, and on its northern side is the grave

; * English translation of the inscription is over the [doorway of the inner en-
closure :—

The guide of those who have lost [their way,] Mubammad !

The preacher of preachers, Muhammad !

Glorious is the Madrasah, the pulpit and the house

In the midst of which is read the praise of Mubhammad !

For brokeu hearts be is & {healing] balm !

For the afflicted in the heart, Mlﬁaammad is a comfort !

The sky itself becomes only a step nnder the foot of him,

‘Who hirpself has become the dust of the feet of Mubammad !

Iam one of the dogs of his lane,

And bave become a lion [Sherwin] among the Fakirs {who follow Muhammad. }
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of Fateh Khéin, over which is placed a flat marble monument
about 9 feet long, 4} feet broad, and 11 feet high. The
marble with the “sacred foot-print” is fixed on the grave
n a small tank about 3} feet long and 2§ feet wide, and
is supposed to rest over the breast of the deceased prince.
Round the tank is aninscription, of which the following is
an English translation :

The earth, which bears the print of the sole of your foot,

Will continue for years to be worshipped by those who behold it
[Hafiz).

Yusaf, 'm] ihe place where Muhammad [left] his foot print,

Buiit this tomb by the blessing of God.

As to the date of the completion of this building,

I heard what Hathif said : Weli done.

The grave is surrounded by amarble wall about 2 feet
high ; within the walls of ihe inner enclosure there is a
second grave of which I have been unable to get any
account,

A mosque known as the Masjid Chauri-y4h-Qadam
Sharif, or the mosque on the cross roads of Qadam Sharif]
was built shortly after the shrine, and resembles the mosques
attributed to Kbdn Jahan.

The Mosques of Khan Jahan.*—The declining years of
Firoz Shih Tughlaq were rendered famous by the erection of
several important mosques by his Prime Minister, Khén
JFahan, the second Wazir of that name,

* The reputation which the Kbén Jahdns, father and son, have acquired as
eminent builders,—second only %0 a Kiag who is still famous throughout
Northern India for his love and patronage of architecture,—appears to me hardly
deserved. ¥ agree with my friend, Mr. Tremlett, that “it seems diffenlt to see
what there is to admire in low colonnades, surmonnted by rows of hemispherical domes
of small diameter, each one touching ity fellow, witk one of larger size here and
there over a Eateway-” 14 may be ?‘&ﬂ“d, however, that the present sombre
appearauce of these mosques is entirely due to age, and that originally they muat
have begp covered with a coating of coloured plaster,

*
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The seven mosques, generally reported to have beenm
built by Khan Jahdn, the son, are, according to Mr. A. A.
Roberts, the following :

«1, A very large ome situated on the lands of Mourzah
Khirkee in the Southern pergunnah [a then sub-district of Delhi}
about eight miles due south of Delhi.

«9  Another large mosque in the village of Begumpore. .
This mugjid is situated about two miles N. W. of that of Khirkee, and
may be seen about a quarter of a mile off the road on the left hand
side as you go to the Kootub [Qutb].

« 8, A smaller mosque in Kalee Sarai, close to Begumpore,

« 4, A mosque near Nizam-oodeen’s shrine, and bearing an ins.
cription with the date A. H. 772, or 17 years previous to the Kalee
Musjid in the city.

“5. A very dilapidated mosque near Firoz Shah’s Kotila.

“§, The mosque pear the city wall, and situated between the
Lahore and th: Ajmere gates. :

« 7, The Kalee Musjid within the city.”

Of these seven mosques it is only necessary to describe
the three most important and best preserved specimens, viz.
the Kali or Kaldin Masjid and the Masjids at Khirki and
Begampuir.

The Kali or Kalan Masjid —Among the most perfect
specimens of architecture of the age ot Firoz Shih

ughlaq is the large mosque within the walls of Modern
Delhi (Shdéhjahandbdd), known commonly as the K4li
Masjid, or black mosque ; but this designation, though
there are grounds for believing it to be one of lon
standing, is in all probability a corruption of Kalan Masjid or
chief mosque. It is situated near the Turkman Gate of the
town, and in the neighbourhood of the celebrated shrine ot
Turkman Shah. Itisan oblong block of building 110 feet
in length and 120 feet in breadth, and the walls are six feet
deep, Duilt on ground somewhat higher than that which sur-
rounds it, and, with the exception of the Jima’ Masjid and
the gates of the Palace, is the most prominent structure in the
city of Delhi. It consists of two storeys, the first or base-
ment storey, the middle of which is a sohid mass, forming the
floor of the Masjid, is 28 feetin height, consisting of a number
of small double apartments, which were possibly built for the
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very purpose they now answer, namely, that of assisting by
the rent they yield, in defraying the expenses of the mosque,
in conformity with a practice prevailing to this day. The
apartments along the walls are accessible by doors rased one
step above the ground ; thosé in the towers by passages from
the neighbouringrooms. The upper storey to the top of the
battlements is 38 feet high, making a total height of 66 feet,
will be described hereafter. The mosque is built of the mate-
rials which appear to have been generally in use at the time
of its construction, viz., the common quartzose sand-stone
found in the immediate neighbourhood of Delhi. This stone,
which is in masses of various sizes, some, especially those
towards the foundation, being of considerable dimensions, is
unhewn, and cemented by chunam of the best quality, indeed
go excellent that the strength of the domed roof seems to
depend entirely on its adhesive properties, there being no
attempt at placing the stones of which it is constracted
throughout, into anything like the arrangement now adopted
in the building of arches or domes, crowned by a centre or
key-stone. This cementing chunam in this, and it is believed
in all other buildings of the period, with a view probably of
gaving the expenditure of lime, is mizxed with a great propor-
_ tion of brick surke, of which many pieces are upwards of an
inch in diameter. The whole of the edifice, both inside and
outside, has been plastered over with chunam of the best des-
cription to judge by what remains ; and parts about the door-
way show that the outside has been at some time or other
colored of that peculiar blue-black produced by the ground
charcoal of cocoanuts, and other similar substances. Very little,
however, of the plastering remains, except in the body of the
maosque, where some care appears to have been taken for its
greservati_on (by repeated whitewashing), and on the roof and

omes which its durability has preserved from destruction.
The whole is in a very fair state of preservation, and where,
here and there, stones have fallen out, especially at the base
of the towers and walls, they have been carefully replaced by
brick masonry. The steps leading wup to the entrance door,
which are thirty-onein number, and the pillars of the doorways
and of the arches, are constructed of square rouchly hewn,
hard grey-stone, described by Captain Cautley, "as only a
variety of the quartzose sand-stone more commonly in use in
the walis, ete.,, which is also used for the eaves (slabs not
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above two inches thick, and about two feet square,) projecting
into the upper inner square or court of the mosque, and for
the brackets which support themn. These brackets, as well as
the pillars at the doorways, are carved. Under the eaves and
resting on the brackets, 1s a ledge of red-stone, now so com-
monly in use throughout Northern India, but which seems to
have been much more sparingly employed about the time of
Firoz Shah than it was eighty or a hundred years before, in
the Quib Minér, the Mot-ki-Masjid and other structures of the
time of Qutb-uddin and Shums-uddin Altamnsh. The red-
stone is also used {on account presumably, of its being softer
and therefore more easily carved,) in the lattices of the win-
dows, which ave’ still open, and probably ornamented all the
thirty-three windows which sarrounded the upper storey,
some of which are now blocked up with the common stone
masonry. There are also lattices of the same material be-
tween the main body of the mosque and the vaulted passage
leading on each side to the dark apartments behind, but none
to the west. These lattices appear, notwithstanding their
having been very well carved, to have been all covered with
very fine chunam, after the fashion which prevailed to within
the last hundred years, when the finely carved pillars, such as
are standing in the ruins of the Kudsid Began’s Palace, built by
the mother of Muhammad Shah (outside the Kashmir gate)
were similarly plastered over. The stairs leading from below
to the upper or main storey are a flight of 29 steps, built upon
these blind arches, with a landing place, and two more steps
leading into the vestibule. The doorway, which stands out
about 30 feet from the eastern wall of the mosque, is sur-
mounted by a low dome flanked by two minarets tapering into
cones. It stands about 20 feet from the ground, and over
the doorway is a slab of somewhat rudely polished marble
with an inscription in the Naskh character, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a translation :

“ By the grace and merey of God, in the reign and sovereignty of
the religious King, strong by the help of the Meiciful, Abal-Muzaffar
Firoz Sbih, Saltau, may his reign last for ever ; this mosqne was built
by the son of the slave of the threshold of Jundh Shah MaqbGl entisled
Khén Jahdn, son of Jalbdn, may God be merciful to this slave. Any one
coming to this mosque is to pray for the bepefit of the King of the
Musalman aund of this slave, and remember (them) in (their) Fatcha and
ikhlds, and may God forgive (such & man) for ever. By the grace of the
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2nd. 'The very simple kind of column and entablature
- used in this building as supports to the arches, is a point also
very worthy of notice. 1t consists of one, or in most instances
two upright stones, or pillars, standing on a third, with a
fourth placed on the top as an entablature. The peculiar
construction of the arches and domes, the stones of which are
held together by the wonderful adhesive qualities of the lime
used in those days, without any key-stones, has been before
remarked upon and is another characteristic of the Muham-
madan Indian buildings of the fourteenth century.

3rd. Tt is reasonable to infer that this mosque was

built in the midst of a considerable population, and that the

resent site of Delhi was either a suburb of the then Firozh-
Eéd, or if not, a portion of that town itself*

Bishop Heber writes of this mosque as follows :—
“ The Kala Musjid is small, and has nothing worthy of notice
about it, but its plainness, solidity and great antiquity, being a
work of the first Pathan conquerors, and belonging to the
times of primitive Musulman simplicity. It is exactly of
the plan of the original Arabian mosques, a square court
surrounded by a cloister, and roofed with many small domes
of the plainest and most solid construction, like the rudest
specimen of what we call the early Norman architecture.
1t has no minaret ; the crier stands on the roof to proclaim
the hour of prayer.”

Khirki Masjid.—The mosque at Khirki is an enormous
structure, situated on rather high ground, and built of dark
coloured granite, cased all over with masonry plaster, now
black with age and which gives it a very sombre appear-
ance. It was built by Khin Jahdn, probably, in the
year 789 A. H. (1387 A. D) [t is a square, supported
at the four corners by sloping towers about 50 feet high, and
consists of three storeys, viz, the first, or the basement storey,
the roof of which is on a level with the floor of the second storey
of the mosque, and the third storey which stands over its
roof.  On the north, south and east of the mosque there are
three Pathan gateways, which stand out about 23 feet from
the wall of the mosque, and are entered by doorways about 9

* i inti -
Lewin E‘:a tlg: Pc:l:acnphon of the Kalin Masjid I am much indebted to Messrs.
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feet high; the door in the northern gateway has wooden folds;
each otg the gateways is surmounted by alow masonry dome,’
and the roof is protected by a heavy parapet, the outer corners
of which support 8 feet high minarets. The eastern, western
and the northern walls of the mosque are pierced witk windows
covered with red sand-stone screens, 6 on either side of the
gateways; there are also similarly constructed windows in the
right and the left walls of the gateways. In the centre of the
western wall is the mehrdb of the mosque, in a room about
20 feet from north to south and 19 feet from east to west;
there is no window or opening in this wall.

The mosque, as already described, consists of two storeys ;
the first or the basement storey is about 10 feet high, and con-
tains low cells two deep ; the second storey is about 22 feet
high and is crowned with 89 small domes of plain but solid
construetion. The wall of the basement storey is 7 feet thick
and that of the upper storey is ahout 5 feet thick and tapers
to the parapet, retaining at the top a thickness of only 2 feet.
The whole building is in excellent preservation, with the ex-
ception of the north-east angle, the root of which has fallen in,
not however from decay but from the effects of a fire which is
said to have occurred some 90 years ago, A quantity of fodder
was stored at the time in this part of the building and the
fire is attributed to an incendiary.

 The description of the Kalin Masjid applies equally to
the mosque at Khirki, as regards the style of architecture,
materials, &c. The Khirki mosque displays the same decidedly
Egyptian style, and is composed of materials similar to those
of the Kaldn Masjid. There is, however, a remarkable diffe-
rence between the size and plan of the two buildings. The
Kalin Masjid bas a length of but 140 feet including
the corner towers, while the mosque at Khirki is upwards of
210 feet long, including the towers. The former is a rectan-
gular parallelogram ; the latter is a square. The Kalin Masjid
hag but one inner court, viz. in the centre of the building ;
the latter has four inner courts. As the visitor enters the
Khirki 'mosque, he finds himself in an extensive hall, the roof of
which issupported by, exclusive of the pilasters, fourteen rows
of pillars, fifieen abreast and about nine feet apart; four open



156 BEGAMPURI MASJID.

courts, about 30 feet square, each IRgphe centre of a quarter
of the mosque, which interrupt the continuity of the rows of
. pillars.

The cloisters, the pillars, the dumes, &c. are much the
same as in the Kulin Masjid. The basement storey cousists
of 104 small cells with arched ceilings, each cell being about
9 feet square. There is also a cell beneath each door and one

wali

in each turret, making in all 112 cells. The greater number  *

of these cells were at one time blocked up with filth and mud.
About 100 years ago, during the convulsions which occurred
in the time of Muhamwmad Shah, the villagers of Khirki took
refuge within the mosque, and lived in it till within the last
few years, when they were turned out by the order of the
local authorities. When Mr. A. A. Roberts saw the place,

about 30 years ago, it coutained “ 18 families, numbering 42 -

men, 42 women, 30 boys and 20 girls, or 134 souls in all, besides
147 head of cattle, cooped up within this building. There
are only 33 Mahomedans ; the rest are Hindoos.” It is to be
regretted that there is no inscription to inform us of the
precise period of the building of this mosque.

Begampuri Masjid. —This mosque was also built by Khén
Jahén in the year 789 A. H. (1387 A. D.) in the village of
Begampur ; its characteristics are those of the Xalan and
Khirki Magjids, already described, but unlike them it hasonly
a single storey, which stands on a heavy masonry plinth,
Stone and mortar are the materials used in the building of
this mosque ; the walls being covered with plaster now
pertectly black with age. The mosque is an oblong
of 807 feet, from north to south, by 295 feet, from
east to west, and stands about 31 feet high inclusive of the
plinth. It is entered by gateways on the east, north
and soat™; the chief entrance 1s on the east and is
raised by fifteen stone steps on its three sides ; the steps in
front of the other .two gateways have either disappeared
under the accumulation of earth, or were destroyed for
their materials. Each of the three gateways contains two
rooms. ~ The northern and the southern gateways stand
forward about ten feet from the line of the wails of the
mosque, and have each a doorway in its centre ; the eastern,
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THE ToMB OF FIROZ SHAH TUGHLAQ. 157

: the main gateway stands about 30 feet from the east m
all, and haz one inner and three outer entrances. Qutside
.10 line of the walls of the mosque, each of the side gateways
-,a8 a room about 12 feet square, and within the walls a room
bout 25 teet square. The outer room of the eastern wate-
'ay is about 25 fect square, and the inner room is an oblng

[ 25 feet by 13 feet.

The mosque is paved with sand-stone, and has an open
surt in the centre, about 247 feet long, from north to
suth, and 223 feet broad, from east to west. Rund this
surt theve are drched cells, about 12 feet high ; those on the
ast, north, and south are 16} feet wide, but the width of the
ther arches vary from 6 feet to 12 feet ; on either side of the
ateways there are 7 cells, thus making 45 roows on three
ides of the court, inclusive of the inner rooms of the gateways.
‘he cells on the wastern side are three deep, there being
“ cells on either side of the centre arch, thus making in all
5 rooms. The Mefirdbs in the western wall are lofty ;
he mosque proper being in the centre open room, which is

bout 30 feet square.

There are 64 domes ou the roof of the mosque ; the
arger ones, being about 9 feet high, are built in the style of
he domes of the Khirki Masjid.

—

" The Tombof Firoz Shah Tughlaq.—This monument,
which is one of a long range of buildings, was built, according
io Syud Ahmed Khin, in the year 792 A. H. (1389 A. D)
5y Nasir-uddin-Tughlaq Shdh in the village of Hauz Khiis
It is a square of about 40 feet,is very lofty, and built of stone
and masonry. 'The principal entrance is on the south, where
y» stone wall, about two feet high with a broad coping, forms
3 diminuative court, by which the door is approached. The
loor is raised by three steps; it is wide and oblong, and built

an arch, and the panel over itis filled in with stone lattice
Furk ; the lintels and side-posts are made to projecta
ittle, and are carved slichtly, The east door resembles
the one just described ; at the west and north are recesses
in the wall, resembling those id which the opposite doors are
set. At the side of the north recess is a narrow pointed arch
which led into the Madrasah. “ Ata considerable height
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above the floor, the shape of the walls is changed from a
square to an octagon and then to a sixteen-sided figure, and
so on, by filling up the corners with masonry worked into a
beautiful honey-comb kind of pattern, and richly painted.”
The roof is protected by a low battlemented parapet. * The
dome, a hemispherical one, is of considerable diameter, with
a largg circle painted in an elegant pattern at the top, from
whicﬂelts cutting each other are drawn down to the bottom
of the dame. In the intersections of the belt are three rows
of medalltgns of different sizes and figures : the belts and
meda]lioubs&:ing all painted on the white ground of the tomb,”
Outside th&south door is an inseription engraved on fine
plaster, which has been much disfigured by decay,*
“ Round ‘the top of the square building, and around the low
cylinder' from which the dome springs,1s a narsow band of
red-stone, carved in a graceful pattern. Inside are three
marble, and one masonry tombs, all much injured.”+
Adjoining the tomb, to the north, is a range of low masonry
buildjngs, probably the Madrasah of Firoz Shih. Syud
Ahdied Khin states that within the tomb of Firoz Shah
are also buried Nasr-uddin Mahammad Sh4h, the son of
Firoz Shéh Tughlaq and "Alad-uddin Sikandar Shih, the son
of \Nasr-uddin. -

Around the royal tomb are numerous open momuments
of the common form of domes resting on pillars ; in one of th e
tombs are the graves of Shahib-uddin Taj] Khin and Su. Fu
Abug'aid, amirs of the time of Sikandar Lodi, and an insc§p-
tion, of which the following is an English translation :

“ This building was erected in the time of the sovereignty of the
great king, Stkandar Shih, Sultan, may (God perpetuate his kingdom,
his sovereignty, and exalt his command and his prestige. This dome
(wag) built by Shaikh Shahdb-uddin T4) Khin and Sultan Abfi-s'atd
on the 9th of Ramzan, 906 { Hijri).”

* English t:anslation of the inscription . . *God, Muhammad is his pi >ohet
. ordered ; (and) was built in ten monthe, in the time of the reign of the
of kings, Sultan Sikandar, son of the king «f kings, Bahlol 3b5h. May God pre  §}
his couutry and his sovereignty, exzalt his command , . the king of & (r-
Soltan Firoz Shih, may his dust be sanctified, and Paradise be his resting
Ia;s (it w;a:a).d qrdere;l sohwaa (the order) carried ont.” ’
my ing of this inseription is correct, and at the best it is doubtfui
the to;nb of Firez Shib must have been repaired by Sikandar Lodf, the svd«
Bahlol Lodi.

+ Tremlett,
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KHIZRABAD, AND THE TOMB OF MUBARAK SHAT. 159

Khizrabad and Khizraki-Gumti—In the year 82 A,
H. (1418 A. D.) Khizr Khdn, the first of the Sayyad
Kings, the weakest dynasty that ever ruled the Empire of
Delhi, founded a city on the banks of the Jumna about one
mile to the south-east of Kilokheri, and about twice that
distant, in the same direction, from the tomb of Humiyin.
No memorial of this city is now in existence, and its very
site is open to doubt. It is probable, and Syud Abmed
Khan is of the opinion, that the city of Khizr Khén stood
at or near the village of Khizrdbad.

In the year 824 A. H. (1424 A. D.) Khizr Khdn died
a5 Delhi, and his son and successor, AbiGl Fateh Mubarak
€44h, built a fomb over the remains of his father, which is

opularly known as Khize-ki-Gumti. Khizr Kbhdn was

uried “ on the bank of the Jumua,” near the village of
Okla, about eight miles on the south of Modern Delhi. The
identification of this grave with that of the founder of the
Sayyad Dynasty is due entirely to tradition, and Syud
Ahmed Khin has adopted its authority, Within a walled
enclosure, more than three-fourths of which is now 1in ruins,
stands a very common looking square room with an arched
door on each of its four sides ; at a short distance from this is
a solitary domed cell ; the former is supposed to contain the
remains of Khizr Khdn.

Mubarakabad and the tomb of Mubarak Shah.—* The
Sultan [ Mubdrak Shali]had determined to build a city on the
bank of the Jumna, and on the 17th of RabiI. 837 A. H.
(31st October 1432 A. D).) The pame given to that ill-omened
city was Mubdrakabid...“ He devoted much time and care
to the direction of this bailding... After staylng there
| Tabarbindh] a few days, he returned in good health and
spirits and went fo the city of Mubdrakabdd...When a large
army was assembled, the Sultan left the city to begin his
march to Hindusthao, and he encamped for a few days at the
chabutrah of Sirgah, Thence, he proceeded with only a small
escort and without ceremony to Mubdrakabad, in order to
see the progress of the buildings.™ His Hindu Minister,
Sarwar-al-Mulk, conspired against the Sultan and Mubarak

¥ Tarikh-i-Mubarak Shéhs,
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Bhih was assassinated in his new city by the Hindu hirelings
of his Wazir, in the year 837 A. H (1433 A. D.). .

The new city, as already stated, was built on the Jumna,
and not unlikely near the city of Khizrabad, but the body

of Mubarak shih was removed to the village of Mubdrakpir,

near the mausoleum of Safdar Jang, about five miles to the
south of Modern Delhi, and interred there i the tomb
which is now known after him.

“ This is built in the midst of a large yard, surrounded
by a stone battlemented wall. The gates leading into this
court have the side posts and lintels of grey-stone, and are
oblong in shape except at the top, where the side posts project
in the usual fashion. About the actual doorway, is a narrow
line of plain blue encaustic tiles, and below two full blown
lotus flowers in white marble. A short approach from this
gate leads to the tomb itself, a massive octagonal building,
constructed of the grey-stone of the country. It stands on
a plinth, approached by an ascent of two steps with a slopin
way of stone between. The tomb is surrounded by a cove
colonnade ; the pillars, twenty four in number, stand on the
edge of the plinch. These pillars are of a highly peculiar
form, being oblong, and so cut as to present the appearance
of two oblong shaped pillars joined by a narrow belt ; at each
corner of the octagon, the outer pillar is strengthened by a
buttress of solid stone, which greatly contributes to the
general appearance of strength and solidity which characte-
rize the building. The dome springs from a low cylinder
ornamented with colour, and with sixteen finials. 'The dome
itself is crowned with an open octagonal lantern of red-stone,
around the dome are eight octagonal cupolas resting on low
pillars. There is only one door into the tomb, that to the
south, which is of similar construction to the one in the outer
court. In the space between the lintel of the doorway and
the apex of the arch, in which it is set, is a fan-light of lattice
work in stone. The other six apertures, except the west one,
answer to this south doorway, except that the doorway in
their case is filled up with stone lattice work, divided by two
horizontal bars of solid stone. The west side is filled up
with a handsomely carved gquiblahgah, ulso in stoue. This
niche wall is also carved on the reverse. Above the range
of the doors are four arched windows in stone open-work and
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over them springs the dome. This is of ample diameter and
i painted with belts of colour running diagonally from the
bottomm up to a circle of colour, which fills the centre.
Immediately under the centre of the dome is a tomb of
a man, and to the right two women’s graves; while
in a row nearer the south aoor, are the towmbs of two
female, and two male children. All these graves are
of stone ; but owing to the tomb having been formerly
utilized as a dwelling-house, I was unable to discover the
stone of which the tombs and the guiblaghah were constructed,
but I rather think it was marble. [They are built of mar-
ble] At a short distanceto the south-west inside the court-
ard stands a three-domed mosque, evidently of the same
pericd. The wall of this building is pierced with five
arches resting on low square pillars of grey-stone plainly cut.
There is a second row of columns running down the centre of

the mosque. . .

“ 1 think the tomb itself affords strong evidence that the
tradition [which aseribes it to Mubdrak Shah] is right, and
that the name of the site relates to the hapless Sayyad. The
shape of the dome, the limited use of encaustic tiles as a de-
coration, the fashion of the door ornaments, all point to the
early part of the fifteenth century as the date of the building,
while the costly nature of the tomb, the ample court in which
it stands, with its accompanying mosque, seem to place it
beyond the means of a mere nobleman, especially at a time
when Delhi was at its lowest point of depression. Unless,
therefore, there be strong contemporary evidence against it, I
am inclined to think that the principal tomb is that of the
second Sayyad king.”*

The Tomb of Muhammad Shah, the third Sayyad King
of Delhi 1s in the village of Khairpir, andat a short distance
from the tomb of his uncle and predecessor, Mubirak Shéh.
For some time Muhammad Shih successfully defended his capi-
tal against the treacherous attacks of his lieutenant, Bahlol
Khén Lodi, governor of Dibalpir; but the King’s unpopula-
rity was such, “ that there were Amirs at 20 kos from Delhi
who shook off their allegiance and made pretensions to inde-

* Tremlett,
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pendence.” At length, in the year 849 A. H. (1445 A. D))
Muhammad Shdh died, and he was buried in the wvillage
of Khairpiir. The tomb of Muhammad Shah bears such close
resemblance to that of Mubdrak Shah, that no special descrip-
tion of it is necessary. '

Fergusson gives a beautiful sketch of this tomb in his
History of Architecture, (Vol. 11. p. 653.) “ It consists of an
octagonal apartment,” says he, “ about 50 feet in diameter,
surrounded by a verandah following the same form, each being
ornamented by three arches of the stilted pointed form gene-
rally adopted by the Patbans, and it 1s supported by double
square columns, which are almost as universal with them as

the form of arch.”

The Tomb of Bahlol Lodi—This tomb was built
in 894 A. H. (1488 A. D.) by Sikandar Lodf, fhe son of
Bahlol Lodi, who brought the body of bis father from Badhouli,
and buried it here. It stands outside the western wall of the
enclosure of the shrine of Nagir-uddin Chirdgh Delhi, in
a garden known as Judh Bagly it is 44 feet square, with
three arched doors on each gig€ ; the pillars of these arches
are of ted sand-stone,4fbout two feet square and about
eight feet high. The spandrels of the arches are ornamented
with medallions, over which projects a deep stone weathering,
the roof- being protected by a heavy stone and masoury
embattled parapet, about 18 feet from the floor. The
foor of the tomb is paved with red sand-stone, “ but
the grave-stone of carved stoneis still visible ;itisnow of a
dark brown colour, the result I presume of discoloration,”t
Above the tomb is surmounted by five masonry domes,
the centre one being somewhat higher than the rest, and
ornamented with vertical flutings.

The tomb is now occupied by the Khadam of Chirdgh
Delhi’s shrine.

Within a few yards of this tomb is & 33 tect square room,
the walls of which are covered with perforated red sand-

* Babar mentions iu his Memoirs, that after the conquest of Delhi he visi
“the tombs and gardeus of Sultan Bahlol and Sultan Sikander L m:t“:
wery likely that the present barren neighbourhood of the tomb wag onee a garden.

+ Eremlett,
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stone screens, and it is believed to contain the graves of Bahlol
Lodi’s ministers. Bahlol Lodi died on his way from Etawah
to Delhi; according to the Taribh-i-Khin = Jahan Lodi,
in the village of Malaw{, but according to the Turikh-2- Deudi
i *the town of Jaldl.” His corpse was sent to Delhi
by his son Nizdm Khdn, afterwards so well known as
Sikandar Lodi.

Panj Burj or The Five Domes.—The village of Kan-
chanpur, which is about six miles to the south of Modern
Delhi, was given to one Zamarud EKhén asa Jagir and
has “sometimes Dbeen called Zamarudpir. In this village
is the family burial ground of Zamarud Khdn ; perhaps, the
most renowned members of the family were buried in
the five tombs, which are commonly called Panj Burj
or The Five Domes, These tombs were built in the reigns
of the Lodis, and not unlikely, as Syud Ahmed Khin
states, in the reign of Sikandar Lodi, about the year 894
AL H. (1483 A. D).

The first tomb, as you enter the village, is within a
40 fect square enclosure, the walls of which are eleven
tfeet high ; there are broken stepsin the front wall which
lead into the court throngh a gateway, about 13 feet wide and
15 feet high, the door itself being about four feet wide. The
back wall of the court is now levelled with the ground. The
tomb, which is an open square room, stands on a plinth about
2 feet from the ground, and consists of a dome resting on
twelve sand-stone pillars ; from the floor to the roof, which
18 ornamented with a false embatiled parapet and surrounded
by a deep stone ledge, it is about 13 feet high ; and to the
top of the dome it is about 35 feet high. The dome is built
of stone and masonry ; the graves in this tomb are in ruins.
The towers which once stood on the corners of the enclosure
are no longer in existence,

: The second Burj is an open lLiexagonal room in a walled

enclosure, which is about 50 feet square, and 9 feet from
the level of the ground. The room, which stands on a
2 feet high plinth, has a diameter of 15 feet, it is covered by
a dome on six stone pillars and is about 22 feet high from
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the floor to the top of the masonry dome. The monument in
the centre of the tomb was either destroyed or removed.

The third Burj is an open square of 194 feet, with twelve
sand stone pillars supporting a masonry dome ;from the floor
to theroof it 1s 13 feet high, and to the top of the dome it is
fully 30 feet high, The domeis built of stone and mortar.
In the centre of the tomb is a grave which is covered by a
monument ofred sand-stone about 4} feet long, 24 feet wide
and 3 inches high.

The fourth Burj is a more pretentious building ;
it is 48 feet square, but has no phinth. From the floor
to the roofof the tomb, which is protected by a false
embattled parapet, it is 33 feet high, and from the roof to the
top of the dome it is 38 feet high ; the dome is made of stone
and mortar. There are twenty stone pillars in the tomb,
and three doors in each of its four walls. There are six
graves in this tomb ; & flight of steps in its south-western
wall, takes the visitor tu the top of the building.

The fifth Burj is also a walled building, better finished
than the rest, and in better preservation. ~ Itis a square of
41 feet, and stands on & plinth about 7 feet from the ground.
The roof is about 31 feet from the ground, over which stands
a dome about 30 feet high. The dome of the tomb is built
of masonry and stone, and the rest of the building is of sand-
stone. There are three doors, in the northern, southern and
eastern walls of the tomb, the roof is supported by 24 stone
.pillars, There are three graves in the tomb but like the rest of
the graves, they are devoid ot inscription or ornamention.

Basti Baori, or the Spring of Basti—Khaiwjah Sar
Basti Khin was a eunuch, and a man of importance in the
reign of Sikandar Lodi; he enclosed an extensive piece
of ground near the village of Nizim-uddin, ard builta large
domed gateway, a mosque, a spring and a tomb in it. Syud
Abmed XKhdn gives the year 894 A. H. (1488 A. D.) as
the probable date of the building of this tomb.

The whole place is now more or less in decay. The spring
is dry, and was probably 112 feet long and 31 feet wide; the
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rooms, which were once built in the walls of the spring, have
since disappeared; with the exception, however, of about three
or four rooms in the northern and southern walls which may
yet be seen partially buried under debris and earth., The
walls of the spring were about 15 feet high, and on the
corners of its eastern wall were two open pavilions, about 11
feet square and 14 feet high. The steps which once led
to the water, with the exception of about nine broken ones,
are now buried under earth.

On the west of the spring is the mosque of Basti Khan
It is an oblong of 13 feet by 57 feet, and is 14 feet high from
the floor of the enclosure, and 36 feet from the road
under its back-wall. The mosque is entered tloough three
arched doors ; the door in the centre is much wider than those
on its sides ; in the side walls of the mosque are steps which
lead to the roof,

The gateway is built of stone and mortar ; it is a square
of 35 feet and stands on a plinth 10 feet bigh . from the top
of the plinth to the roof it 1s 27 feet high, and’ from the roof
to the top of the dome it gains 23 feet more, thus giving a
total height of 60 feet to the building. On either side of the
gateway 1s a lofty recessed arch, in which a square door is set,
On the western side of the gateway, and on either side of the
centre recessed arch, is a small arched window, The western
face of the gateway is ornamented, though sparingly, with red
sand-stone ; up to a height of about three feet from the plinth
the gateway is faced with grey sand-stone.

Within a few yards of the gateway, on the east, is the
tomb of Basti Khan, 1t is 46 feet square and about
154 teet high ; orniginally, there were arched cells 9 feet
deep on its four sides, five on the north, south and west,
and only two on the east, one on either side of the two
flights of steps which lead to the roof of the building,
With the exception of two cells, the rest of the southern
corridor is down. The centre room, about 22 feet square,
enclosed by the cells, contains the grave of Basti Khan -
with the exception of those on the east, the cells com.
municate with one another through openings in the inner
walls,
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Two flights of 12 steps each, from opposite sides, meet in
the middle of the top of the eastern wall of the tomb. The roof
of the tomh is entered through a red . stane gateway andin
its centre is a platform raised by three gﬁ—}p{;; over grhich stands
an open 21 feet square room, surmounted by a e supported
by twelve stone pillars. The dome is about 2# feet from the
platform and about 44 teet from the groygad. On each of the
four corners of the terrace there is a®fopen 7 feet square
pavilion, the dome ot which was supperted by four pillars and
was about 15 feet high. Of these pavilions three may yet be
gseen ; that on the south-western corner has disappeared alto-
gether. The masonry monument over the grave of Basti
Khan is now a pile of broken stone and mortar covered by
the dome of the centre pavilion.

Moth-ki-Magjid —This mosque was built near the grave
of Mubarak Shih, the second Sayyad King of Dell, in the
reign of Sikandar Shah Lodi, and in the year 894 A. II
(1488 A. D} A large well was also suak close to the mosque,
and an inscription was put init on red sand-stone, which
has suffered much from efflorescence and of which the follow-
ing is a translation in English : —

[This] mosque in the reign of...Majesty...Sulian [like] Solomon,
{3i] kandar Shéh, son of Bahlol Shih Lodi, may

Glad perpetuate his reign .....,

[51] kandar......

The gateway of this mosque, which Syud Ahmed Khén
believes was a very remarkable building, is now unhappily in
4 hopeless state of decay. Tradition gives a very curious
account of the origin of the name of the mosque : 1t is said
that, once upon a time, a poor man picked up a grain of oth
{(pulse) which he sowed in the earth and vowed to devote its
produce to a charitable purpese; season after season this
was multiplied, till the produce of several harvests were
large enough to defray the costs of this mosque.

It is a good specimen of the style of architecture which was
common in the time of the Lodis. The mosque, which stands
on a spacious terrace about 6 feet high, is an oblong of 130 feet
by 30 feet ; its height, from the terrace to the top of the centre
dome, is 60 feet. It consists of a row of five rooms, each having
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an arclied entrance in front ; the centre doorwayissetina
lofty recessed arch. The pilasters of these arches are orna-
mented with small recessed arches, there being eight such
arches, one above another, and five on those of the side arches.
The removal of the stone facings of the centre arch
from different places, in the pilasters of the centre arch,
has disfigured its general appearance. The roof of the mosque
is surmounted by three domes, one being over the centre room,
and one each over the corner rooms. The domes are neither
large nor graceful ; they are made of stone and mortar,
and stand on parrow necks in the approved Lodi style,
The side domes are in a very dilapidated state. The side
entrances are Jower than the main entrance of the mosque
which is iz the centre, and are sheltered by a deep
stone ledge resting on plain corbels, but very litle of
this now remains. “The face,” says Mr. Beglar, “was
likewise adorned by coloured plaster medallious; the
material used is rubble and plaster, but some of the
ornamented parts, the pillars at the jambs, &e., are of
cut stone; marble was used for the bands of inscriptions in the
gateway ; these bands were both plain and coloured; if
eolor was used in the interior, all trace of it is lost by a layer
of soot, but outside and in the gateway the colors used are
reen, blue, red, both the red sand stone and red colour, white,
%lack and possibly yellow ; the enclosure wall is arcaded
in the outside and also inside.” There are steps on
the northern and southern walls of the mosque leading to
the roof.

The mosque, I rogret to add, is still in the possession _of
the villagers of Mubarakpar, who have disfigured its inner
walls with their cooking places, and the mud partitions
which have cut up the mosque into small rooms,

The Tomb of Langar Khan.—-This monument standa
near the village of Khairpur, and was probably built, as Syud
Ahmed Kbin states, in the year 900 A. H. (1494 A, D.)
in the reign of Sikandar Lodi; Langar Khan was an Amir
of the court of Sikandar Lodi. The tomb is only remarkable
for ite unimpressive solidity ; it stands on the west of a terrace
about 8 feet high, and 70 feet square ; the tomb itself is about
43 feet square and 66 feet high ; on each of its four corners
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stood a lofty domed room, about 18 feet square and 40 feet
high ; the room on the north-western corner is only traced
by its ruins ; that on the north-eastern corner has lost its
dome, There were graves in the corner rooms ; one grave In
the last mentioned room is still in existence,

The room containing the grave of Langar Khéan Is about
33 feet high from the floor to the parapet of the roof, and
another 33 feet from the roof to the top of the dome. 1t has
three doors on each of its three sides ; the western wall contains
three recessed arches in the form of the Qiblehgah of a mosque.
There are three graves in this room ; that of Langar Khan, the
largest in size, i3 near the western wall ; it is built of stone
and mortar, and is 13 feet long, 9 feet broad and 8 feet high.

In the centre of the terrace of the mosque is an
open pavilion of twelve sand-stone pillars, supporting a mason-
ry dome. This pavilion is about 23 feet square ; it is 16 feet
high from the floor of the courtto the roof of the room,
and from the roof to the top of the dome it gains another
16 feet. The whole of the tomb and its surrounding buildings
are made of stone and mortar, and the outer walls are cased

with plaster ; it is a very poor specimen of the Lodi style of
monumental architecture,

Tin Burj or The Three Domes.~-These tombs stand
within a few yards of Moth-ki-Masjid, on the left of the road
from Modern Delhi to the Qutb Mindr, and close to the
mausoleuni of Safdar Jang. They are built of stone and mortar
and may be seen from the road already referred to. The names
popularly given to these tomnbs of Bare Khin, Chote Khan
and Kale Khin, are inventions of some rustic genius which I
am not willing to accept, but I agree with Syud Ahmed Kh4n
that they belong to the Lodi period and "were very likely
built about the year 900 A. H. (1494 A. D))

The centre tomb is twice the size of the tombs on its
gides ; they are all square buildings with domes springing
out of narrow cylinders ; the roots are protected byalow
ornamented parapets, having on each of its four corners a small
open pg.v:llon. The corner pavilions of one of:the smaller tombs
have disappeared. On each of the four faces of the tomb is a



RAJON-EI-BA-IN, 169

lofty recessed arch, in which a door is set. Above the range of
these ‘arches the walls of the tomb have smaller recessed arches,
which are intended to relieve the monotony of heavy looking
plastered walls ; about two feet over the doorway the wall is
pierced by a small arched window.

Rajon-ki-Ba-in.—This spring was built by Daulath
Khén, an Amir of the court of Sikandar Lodi, in the year
922 A. H. (1516 A, D.) ; it stands to the south of the tomb
of Adham Khin and to the south-west of the Qutb
Minar, within five mioutes walk of both these places, The
spring is supposed to have been, at one time, occupied by
stone-masons (R4j), and hence called Rdjon-ki-Ba-in or the
Mason's Spring. On the north of the spring there are stone
steps which lead down to the water. I have been able to count
only 66 steps, 57 above and 9 under water, but the natives of
the place believe that there are many more. On the other three
sides of the spring there are lofty stone walls, containing four
rows of arched rooms, equal in height but unequal in number.
The walls are about 77 feet high, and tlose on the east and
west are 108 feet long. In February last, there was only 9
feet of water in the spring, butin the rains it is much deeper,
and the lower rooms of the side walls, I am told, have been
sometimes under water,

On a level with the top of the western wall of the spring
is the court of a mosque, paved with masonry and stone.
On this terrace also stands an open pavilion containing a
grave ; the mosque is about 77 feet long, 18 feet broag,
and 22 feet high ; it has three arched doors, each about 6 feet
wide and 9 foet high ; the roof which is perfectly flat, having a
deep stone ledge underneath, supported on corbels, is reached
by stepe in the side walls of the mosque. The whole building
is of stone and mortar.

The domed pavilion is a square of 18 feet, and is about 27
feet high ; the dome, which is built of masonry, is supported by
12 stone pillars, the capitals of which are ornamented with red
sand-stone. The monument over the grave is built of
sand-stone, is about 9 feet long and 6 feet broad, but
bears no inscription. The following inseription is engraved
in red sand-stone on the southern face of the pavilion :—

“ In the reigp of the gracious [King], {a] king greater than the
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eat [kings], with faith in the Merciful : Sikandar Shéh son of Bahlal

héh, Sultan, may God perpetuate his reign and his kingdom ; [this
pavilion was) built by the slave, who hopes for the mercy of the Protec-
tor, Khdn Daulath, son of Khwdjah Muhammad, on the first of the
month of Rajab, in the year 922 {Hijri].”

The Tomb of Sikandar Shah Lodi:—On the 7th
of Ziq'ad, 923 A. H. (November 1517 A. D.) Sikandar Shah
Lodi died in A and we are told by the author of tha
Tarikh-i-Khdn Jahdn Lodi{ that “his coffin was removed to
Delhi and deposited there, together with that of his father, in
agarden which Isldm Shih Str had enclosed and prepared for
the purposa.” There is evidently a mistake in the latter
portion of this account, as Sikandar Lodi was not buried near
his father, and it would require a very strong imagination to
place the two graves in the same garden.

P L
About a quarter of a mile from the tomb of Safdar Jang,
lclose to an ancient stone bridge, stands the mausoleum
of this “the greatest of the Lodfs,” and was probably built
in the year 923 A. H. (1517 A. D.) by bhis son Ibrahim
Shah Lodi. This tomb closely resembles in style that of the
Sayyad King, Mubarak Shéh, but the small open pavilions
round the centre dome are wanting in the former, while
the increased perpendicularity of its dome indicates a some-

what later periodl:

i

The tomb stands in a battlemented walled enclosure,
about 264 feet square;the corners were supported by
octagonal towers, only two of which are now in existence.
The walls are 8 feet thick and about 23 feet high, the main en-
trance of the enclosure is through a gate in the southern wall.
“This gate is protected by a square (sand-stone) out-
work in front (about 66 feet by 52 feet) ; the means of egress
being by turning to the right and passing through an aper-
ture 1n the west side of this advanced work, the “outh side
being a continuous wall. At each end of this last-pamed

wall, are two cupolas adorned with encaustic tiles and sup-
ported on red stone pillars.” *

* Tremlott,
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In the middle of the western enclosure wall is a wall-
mosque, the centre arch of which i1s about 65 feet high and 39
teet wide ; the side arches are comparatively insignificant.

After giving afull description of the tomb of Mubarak
Shéh, it is hardly necessary to do the same with the tomb of
Sikandar Lodi ; I have already noticed the fact, that there are
no small open pavilions round the centre .dome of the latter

tomb.,

———

The Mosque and Tomb of Jamali.—Shaikh Fazl-ullih,
altas Jaldl Khin, but better known by his nom de plume of
Jamili, was a great traveller,a man of literary fame and a
poet whom kings delighted to honour. He was the favor-
ite of four successive rulers of Delhi;he was in the
height of his fame in the reign of Sikandar Lodi, and died
in that of Humdyin, still standing high in royal favour.
« His power of debate in the assembly of religious men was
acknowledged by all, and even the learned submitted to his
authority.” In the year 935 A, H. (1528 A, D.), he built
mosque and a room—afterwards his tomb—in the old village
ot Qutb Sahib, and the ruins of the village may yet be seen in
their neighborhood. Jamdli accompanied Humdydn to Gujrat,
where he died on the 10th of Ziga'd, in the year 942 A. H.
(1535 A. D.}; his body was brought to Delhi and interred in
the roomn which he had occupied as a dwelling during his
Life-time. The mosque and the tomb are in two adjolning
walled courts ; and in the northern wall of the mosque, which
is the southern wall of the tomb, is a door-way now closed

The court of the mosque is about 120 feet long and 70
feet broad ; it is now entered through its eastern wall, but
this entrance appears to me to be quite a modern alteration.
Its original gateway was in the southern wall, which has now
been cut off by a new wall which unites the eastern with the
western wali, The mosque of Jamdli bears close resem-
blance to Moth-ki Masjid, with only this difference that,
while the former has only one dome the latter has three,
The dome of Jaméli’s mosque isin the later Lodi style.
The body of the building is 120 feet long and 27 feet
wide ; from the floor of the mosque to its roof it 1s 32 feet high,
and from the roof to the top of the dome it gains 10 feet more,
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There are five arched doors to the mosque ; the centre arch,
which is recessed about 2 feet deep into the face of the wall,
is 30 feet high and 15 feet wide ; the capitals of the pilasters
from which the arch springs are of red sand-stone, tastefully
engraved, but whether they ever rose above the level of the
roof it is impossible to say ; the inner edge of the arch
18 ornamented with fretwork, and the spandrels are
decorated with ornamental bosses. The rectangular bsnds
which enclose the arch are of marble and red sand-stoue.
Under the apex of the arch, in the wall which contains the
centre door of the mosque, there is a small arched opening
with a stone bracket for its base. About tbree or four
feet under this window is the centre door referred to ; it is
about 14 feet high and 101 feet wide, and is also enclos-
ed by rectangular bands of marble and red sand-stone
having bosses in the spandrels,

On either side of the centre arch there are two side
arches, about 12 feet high and 10 feet wide. The. roof over
the centre arch is fully 8 feet higher than the roofs over the
side arches, In the pilasters of the extreme side arches there
are two, 3 feet high but shallow, recessed arches; the lower
arches in the outer pilasters are open and contain steps which
lead to the roof of the mosque. The spandrels of the minor
arches are also ornamented with bosses, and like the rest of
the face of the mosque, are cased with grey and red sand-
stone.

The mosque is paved with sand-stone. In each of
the five rooms the western wall contains a high recessed
arch with a niche in it; these niches are ornamented
with marble bands and engravings. The centre room sup-
ports the dome of the mosque ; its ceiling is arched, while
those of the side rooms are flat. The centre room is a
square, but above a certain height from the floor it *hecomes an
octagon from which the dome springs ; the corners of this
room are cub off with beautifully engraved pendentives,

Heavy stone brackets stand out trom the back wall
of the mosque, and are intended to relieve its blank expanse.

To the north of the mosque, and in the north-western
corner of a court, about 70 feet square,—with embattied walls
about 10 feet high-—is the tomb of Maulani J améli, The
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walls are built of grey stone and mortar ; the court-yard
is entered through a low doorway in its northern wall;
there are small arched niches in the walls all round, those in
the western wall are gencrally open. In the south-western
corner of the enclosure is a room which was evidently intended
for the attendant of the tomb ; here also 1s the door which
communicated with the mosque, and which is now closed.
To the east of the tomb of Jamili is an open domed pa-
vilion in which there are several graves.

The grave of Jamali i3 ina room; 25 feet square
16 feet high, and has a door in its southern wall. Over the
door, which is set in a narrow arch, and all round the
building, is a deep stone ledge supported by a series of plain
corbels ; underneath this, but not covered by the ledge, an ena-
melled band goes round the room. The parapet round the flat
roof i3 also ornamented with fancy designs in bright colours,
On either side of the door is a narrow recessed arch ; half way
vound the top of these arches, are small niches builtl for

lamps.

The floor of the room 1is paved with white marble
bordered with bands of black marble. In the centre of the
western wall is a small recessed arch intended for a mosque. In
the northern and the eastern walls there are red stand-stone
screens for the admission of light and air.  On either side of
these screens, of the door and the recessed arch in the
western wall, there are two feet square niches. The ceiling
of the room, which is flat, is beantitully, but rather profusely
painted in bright colours. The grave of Jamiliis in the
centre of the room ; on its right is another grave supposed
to be that of one Kaméili, a brother of Jamili, but for this
statement I have not been able to find any authority. There
is room for a third grave on the left of the grave in the centre,
The two graves are of marble, beautifully polished but flat
and without any ornament or inscription.

The Tomb of Imam Zaman, alics Imam Muhammad-
Ali, is also known as the tomb of Sayyad HasanPai Mindr.—
Mubammad 'Ali came to Delhi from Turkistan, in the reign
of Sikandar Lodi, and is supposed to have held an official
position in connexion with the Masjid Quvvat-ul-islim. He
built this tomb during his life-time, and was buried in it after
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his death. The tomb is a very pretty domed room ; it is in
very fair order, and is built within ten yards of the ’Alai Gate,
Itis about 24 feet square, and from the floor to the top
of the pinnacle it is 54 feet high. There are three screens
of lattice work in three out of its four walls: in its
gouthern wall is the entrance, the frame of which is of marble ;
and on either side of itis a screen corresponding with those
on the opposite side. The screens are of red-stone and are sup-
g‘orted by twelve pillars, inclusive of those in the four corners.

he capitals and bases of these pillars are tastefully carved ;
over the capitals are corbels which support a stone ledge which
goes round the room. About four feet abovethis is the or-
namental parapet of the roof. The dome is of red sand-stone
but covered with plaster and is occasionally whitewashed ; it
18 low but very graceful, stands on an octagonal cylinder of a
larger diameter than itself. The monument on the grave, which
is also ot marble, is seven feet long, about four feet wide
and eighteen inches high ; itis of very simple construction.
At the head of the grave is a lamp-stand of red-stone
about 2 feet high. ‘There is an inscription over the door-
way. ¥

—

The Grave and Mosque of Qutb Sahib—Bakhtyar,
surpamed Qutb-uddin Bakhtyir K4ki of Ush, is one of the
most revered names in the history of the religious sects of the
Indo-Muhammadan world. He was the friend and disciple
of M'uin-uddin Chisti, and next to him, perhaps, the greatest
Chisti saint of India. He followed the advanced guard of
the Muhammadan conquerers of Delhi, and accompanied

# English translation of the jnseription : “;Inthename of God, the merciful and
compaskionate !

The stated prayers of praise [of God] and supplication may for ever be offered
by the residents of tke pure courtyard [Heaven], and the residents of the pure
tomb, [»f Yinhamm:d] as a sacrifice to God. The friends of His fsacred]
house having sacrified this world and the next in His path, and made
the treasures of life aud of the heart a} sacrifice to the crest of His
House. {May] more praise reach the aweetly scented grave, and the
illuminated grave of the Intercessor [Mubammad] on the day of Judg-
mwent, aud Jover the graves] of his pure descendants and his friends. A
pure heart and the strength of Fale are friends of the Hazrath, the guide
of men, Muhammad, of the descent of Safwi Mubammad Al of the seet of
wmmdgm, ogm the famﬂythof Homin,Jaelectedof tﬁreom asmong the holy Sayyads ; and

m amoug the pure ; a Jesns icigm;
. ott.haMongntain?' world of recluse and  asceticism;
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his great master to the Masjid Auli4 to thank Providence for
the success of the Faithful over the Idolators.*

The history of no political success or disaster is associ-
ated with the name of Qutb Sgdhib ; he was pre-eminently
a man of peace, and, although, on the authority of the Suir-ul-
Aqtab, he seems to bave lived on terms of enmity with Mu.
hammad Ghori, he was the spiritual gunide and trust.d friend
of Altamsh, in whose reign he achieved the greatest amount of
missionary success, and in whose reign he died at the compara-
tively early age of 52. In the reign of Qutb-uddin Aibek, he
first acquired fame as a religious leader, and such was
his sanctity, that when he died, which is supposed to have
occurred in a reverie, on the 14th of Rabi I, 633 A. H. (1236
A. D.), his funeral rites was performed by Sultan Altash,
“ who was never late at a single prayer, nor did he neglect

bk

one.

Qutb Sihib was the son of Sayyad Musa, a native of Ush
in Mawar-ul-nahr; he married at Delli, and two of his
sons are buried within the walls which contain  his own
remains.  The saint Khdwjah-Khizr, who still “regulates -
the weather and the price carrent of grains,” appeared to himin
a dream. ol gave him the power of prophecy; a yift of which,
unlike one of his proud successors, Nizam-uddin, lie evidently
made no great use. He lived and died a popular priest, and
the honour paid to his remains by the king is not to be
compared to the honours that are daily paid to his memory
by his tollowers.

Erom his dying bed. Qutb Sihib sent his cloak and staff
to his disciple Farid Shakreanj, at Pdak Patan, near Multan,
It 1s related, th.t when Mu'in-uddin Chisti visited Telhi. nis

friend and discipic Qutb Sdhib expressed a wis' . neeon-
pauy Muis-uddin to Ajmir; but no soouer was thes <140 Gope-
rally known, than the people of Delhi begged of M uj:-uldin
that Qutb Sihib may be allowed to live amone them “ for
their welfare and the honour of their ¢iiv.” © Qut of respect

tor the unanimous desire of sach a lir_. body of men, the

* A cording to *he anthor of the Sair-wl-.lgfdb, Qutb Sihib arrived in Debui
in the yeur 534 A, LiL (1188 A, D) fully three years before the couquest of that place
L; the Mnhammadans ;—one of the mistakes in chiinology of such constant occur
rence in native histories,
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prayer was granted,” and Qutb Sihib lived and died
at Delhi ; and was buried among the people, who are still
go warmly attached to his memory. The grave of Quth
Sahib has always been held in great veneration, and it
is related by Ahmad Yddgdr in his Tarikh-i-Saldtin-i-Afa-
ghdnah, that before Himun, the Hindu general of ’Adil
Shih Str, marched out of Delhi to meet the Moghal
army, “ he went to the sanctified mausoleum of the Qutb-ul-
Aktab, the polar star of religion and piety, . . he vowed that
if he were destined to conquer Delhi, it the throne of
Delhi were granted him and the Moghal troops put to flight,
he would become a Mussulman.”

When the news of Quib Sdhib’s death reached Pék
Patan, Shaikh Farid Shakrganj came to Delhi and covered
the grave of the saint with earth, *which he himself
brought from the Hauz Shamsi” This is the only covering
of the grave ; to this day itis a mound of earth, white-
washed with lime, and a piece of white cloth is spread over
it. In the year 948 A, H. (1541 A. D.) in the reign of
Sher Shih, one Khalil-ullah Khdn built an extensive wall
round the grave, and a gate on the north of the enclosure,
which bears an inscription.* Ten years later in the year 938
A. H. (1551 A. D.), in the reign of Salim Shih, one
Yusuf Khan built another gate which is the present main
entrance of the tomb.t Through this gateway, you enter
a lane about 40 yards long, formed by the back walls of houses
and the walls of courtyards. At the end of this lane there are
8iX stone steps which lead to a raised but not lofty arched

* Hnglish translation of the inscription :--

“Tn the reign of the sun of the world of prosperity, SBher Sbhéh,

Sultan, of the crescent standard, the starlike army, and sky like excellent
vlaves ; .
This grand tomb, within the doors of which

Is verified, the saying :—This is the door of the house of prosperity,

In the year 948 of Hijri, was

Built, wnder the superiutendence of the Shaikh, the cherisher of religion
Ehalil-ul-Hay ”

+ English translation of the inscription on the gate :—

“ In the reign of the King of the world [and of] Islim,
This gate was elevated to the diguity of the sky ;
Although there are a hundred gates in Paradise,

There i= no gate like this gate.

It was bailt by a Shaikh, to whom

The title of a second Yasuf [Joseph] was given by God ;
What I asked its name and date,

{He] said it is] The Dargah of Khwéjah Aqtib.”
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stone gateway built by Mauland Fakhr-uddin, & man of some
consequence in the reign of Shah ’Alam ; the gateway has on
one side three rooms and on the opposite side a single room
for the convenitence of the attendants of the tomb.

On the right of the visitor, before he enters this gateway,
is a walled enclozure, about 57 feet long and 54 feet broad ; on
the west of the enclosure is a small mosque with three arches,
and in front of the mosque is the grave-yard of the family of
the late Nawab of Jhajjar. The most important grave here is
that of Nijibath’Ali, the first Nawdib of Jhajjar, to whom
Lord liake, on behalf of the British Government, granted this
principality as a Jagir. Itis covered by a plain marble
tomb, about 3 feet high and 10 feet square ; the grave of
Nijabath ’Al’s wife is also under this tomb. At the head of
these graves there is a marble tomb of the same size as that
over Nijabath Ali but with the addition of a dwarf perfora-
ted marble parapet round it, and ahesd stone which bears
the date 1250 A, H. (1843 A. D.) It is built over the re-
mains of Faiz Muhammad Khdn, the son of Nijabath ’AlN,
On the right of this tomb is another tomb of marble
which resembles the grave of Faiz Muhammad, but wants
the marble parapet and the head stone of the others,
and it is builé over the grave of Faiz ’Ali Khan, the
father of Abdul Rahman Khdn, the last Nawdb of Jhajjar,
Abdil Rahmédn Khan was hanged for his complicity in the
rebellion of 1857, and his body was disposed of by the orders
of Government as that of a common felon,

As you enter the inner court of the tomb, through the
gateway of Maulind Fakhr-uddin, you come to an open stone-
paved court ; at a distance of about 20 yards in front is an ob-
long doorway set in a high wall, and to your right is an arched
gateway ;* nearer to your right and before you reach the
arched gateway, is another enclosure about 35 feet square,
the walls are of red-stone, ten feet high, and surmounted by

* English translation of the inscription on the gate :—

“ Mankind used to gather pearl] in thiz Treasury of Fortune.
After all Shakar Khan threaded the pearls of supplication.
I asked F)f myself] what shall I write as its date {

Rizwan 'ga!;dener of Paradise] said to my hears :-~The secrets of dhe gate of
ise,
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an open balustrade about 2 feet high.* Within this eaclo-
gure is the grave of Mu'atmad Khan, a eunuch of the court of
Aurangzeb ; his original name was Khwijah Nur, and he
was successively commandant of the forts of Gwalior and
Agra. The enclosureis entered through an arched doorway
having an inscription over its lintel.t The tomb over the
grave is of very plain construction, and made of marble ;
1t is about 3 feet hich and stands on a masonry plinth
about 3 feet from the ground. On the west of the enclosure
18 a mosque with five arches, about 29 feet long and 8
feet deep, with a stone pavement in frout, of the length of
the mosque and about 5} feet wide. There are four other
gravesin the enclosure which belong to the family of Mir-
za Ilahi Baksh of Nizdm-uddin,

Turning to your left and passing under the oblong gate-
way, you enter a stone paved lane, about 58 feet long and 6
feet.wide, with a slope from it3s northern to its southern end of
fully 4 feet. On your right is the marble wall of the enclo-
sure of the grave of Qutb Sihib, and on your lefi is the back
wall of his mosque. At the end of this lane is a marble gate-
way, and on its vight i3 a marble monument akout 4 feet
from the level of the lane, which stands over the grave
of Maulénd Fakhr-uddin. The marble gateway has an
inscription on it of the reign of Farckhsir.t Turning to

* The marble monument over the grave of Sir Theophitus Metealfe in St, James
Church yard, in Delhi, is said to have been originally purchased for the J hajjar dor-
mitory, but the rebetlion of 1857 intervened, and the events which followed™ placed
this Muhammadan tomb over a Christinn grave.

+ English translation of the inseription on the gateway —

“Iu the reign of the Revealer of Faith, Shéh Alsmafr Mahf-uddin,

Whose justice has created life and hody in the eradle of peace,

Mu'atmad Khiu became the dust of tie feet of Shah Qutl ruddin,

Whose auspicious Llessing gives hope of the Llessing of God :

From the light of his presence, every body receive#\light‘

May the last duy be like the light of the moon, illuminated by the light of his
forehead ;

0 Gud, forgive him [Mwatmad Ehén) for the sake of his [Qutb 34hib
feet, which are near him [Muo'atmad Khén.]

Ilumine his sz{airit with the light of the saint [Qutb] of God.

When I asked for the date of this building from the angels,

The answer came : O God, forgive [him] on the last day [1934 A, H.]”

T English travslation of the inseription on the gateway :—

“God, Mubammad. Abubakr. 'Omar, ’Osman. ‘Al
By the command of the King of the world, fand] of the ]El’eogec,’d '
Farokhsir, Emperor, whose slaves are the nine firmaments ;
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your right, at a distance of about 30 feet on your right, is
the southern wall of the enclosure of Qutb Sahib’s grave ;
it is made of marble and contains four perforated screens.
Before you enter the second marble gateway, on your left, is
a small dormitory containing the graves of the family of the
Nawibs of Banda. Three of the graves are of marble, and
are profusely but beautifully ornamented with embossed
scrolls, fancy patterns and flowers. The bodies of the Nawébs
of Banda used to be sent to Mahrauli for burial, but since
the rebellion of 1857 this practice was put a stop to,

Pussing under the second marble gateway, and turning
to your right, you enter an enclosure the eastern and the
southern walls of which I have already described.* It is an
irregular oblong of 93 feet by 57 feet ; about three-fourths
of its western wall is covered with encaustic tiles, the rest of
its western and its northern walls are built of stone and
masonry ; in the northern corner of the western wall is a wall-
mosque, ornamented with encaustic tiles, and is said to have
been built by Farid Shakr Ganj when he visited the grave
of Qutb Sghib ; the side arches of this mosque are irregularly
built, as regards their distances from the centre arch,

The grave is enclosed by wooden railings, about 21 feet
square and 2 feet high ; as already stated, the grave is covered
with earth and a piece of white cloth is spread over it to
conceal 1t from profane eyes, Within & few feet of this
grave are laid the remains of Tij-uddin-Ushi, of Sayyad
Ahmad and Sayyad Muhammad, the sons of Qutb Sihib,
of Badr-uddin Ghaznavi, Imam-uddin of Abdil and many
others ; puritanic and severe men with whom faith was
a great reality.

Round the grave of the chief of the Faith, the Polar star of the wine firma-
ments,—

That the angels and mankind fmay]} go round his grave.—

A tomb beautiful and well arranged, this wall was built,

Which is like the exalted Qublah, and is like the dignified Ka’bah.”

*English translation of the inseription on the gateway :—

“God, Mubammad., Abébakr. 'Omar, ‘Oswin, 7Ali. God,

By the efforts of the worst of the King’s slaves,

Firm in his confidence {in the King], tried and found not wanting ;

The Angels went into the land of the Paradise of Fden,

They found its date : The fort of the Paradise of Eden,

Finished in the Tth year of his reign in the year 1130 Hijrf,

By the lowest of the olayes of Faroklsir, written by 'Abduliih Ashraf.”
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On your right, after you have passed the first marble
gateway of Farokhsir and at a distance of ten yards from
you, are the graves of other friends and relatives of Qutb
Sdhib. A little further on is a marble platform about 4
teet high and 11 feet square, with a dwarf marble perfo-
rated parapet ; on this platform are placed two beautiful
marble monuments, one over the grave of the infamous
Zabtah Khan, who so effectually helped in the ruin of the
Delhi Empire, and -whose son Gholim Qddir acquired a
reputation even more infamous than that of his father ; and
the other over the consort of Zabtah Khan,

Ag you again turn to your right and walk over a magon-
ry floor, almost parallel to the lane already described, you
come to the mosque of Qutb Sihib.

The Mosque of Qutb Sahib is a very ordinary looking
building, about 33 feet long and 21 feet wide. It consists
of three arches ; the back wall of the mosque, with the usual
recessed arches, is supposed to have been built of mud by
Qutb Sdihib himself A row of three arched rooms was
added to this wall in the reign of Salim Shih, 958 A. H.
(1551 A. D.), and a second similar addition was made by
Farokhsir in the year 1130 A. IL (1717 A. D.) The follow-
ing inscription occurs on the face of the mosque :—

. “The object of the confidence [Mu'ataqid] and mercy of the Exalted
Majessy,*
King Farokhsir, Emperor, master of the neck [of the people] :
Built, with a clean heart and firm faith,

[This] Masjid—beautiful in form and a place of worship [both]
for the old and the youug.

The voice of the invisible whispered into the ears of thought ;

Qod ;{‘he year and day of its building: The accepted abode of my

Moti Masjid of Mahrauli.—Walking through the pass-
age formed by the northern wall of the grave of Qutb
Sdhib, and the southern wall of that of Mu'atmad Khan, you
enter anoulier enclosure through the western gate of the Dar-

gah.  To yourleft is the Moti Masjid, built in the year 1121

* The name of the builder of the Ioaque was Mu’ataqid Khin,
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A, H. (1709 A. D.) by Shah Alam Bahddur Shih, the
eldest son of Aurangzeb. The pavement in front of the
mosque is ornamented with the usual “carpet” pattern in
black and white marble ; 1t is 45 feet long and 15 feet wide.
The phnth of the mosque is about 2 feet high; the
mosque itself 1s about 45 feet long and 13 feet deep.
It consists of three roowms with arched entrances; on
either side of the mosque there is an outer room ; the
room attached to the outer room on the north of the building
is a recent addition. The original side rooms communi-
cate with the mosque through doors im the inner walls,
The mosque is built of white marble and ornamented with
bands and stripes of black marble. The roof of the mosque
is surmounted by three marble domes, striped vertically with
narrow bands of black marble and with pinnacles of white
marble. The western wall of the mosque contains the usual
recessed arches. The roof of the mosque and the side rooms
are protected by battlemented parapets. Tapering marble
minarets, about six feet high, flank the centre arch, the side
arches, and the side rooms, thus forming a row of six minarets,
of which those on either side of the eentre arch are higher
than the rest. On the back wall of the mosque there are only
four minarets, one on each of the corners and one on either
side of the centre dome. The pinnacle on one of the side
domes is still to be seen ; those on the remaining domes were
either destroyed or removed. There is no pulpit in the
mosque.

In the southern wall of the court of the mosque, raised
by five steps, is a masonry doorway which leads into an
enclosure formed, on the east and the west, by masonry
walls, on the south by arched rooms, and on the north
by a marble walled court which contains the graves of three
of the Emperorsof Delhi. Adjoining this court is a piece
of eround partially enclosed—the burial place of some
of the consorts of the Emperors, and of other members of the
Imperial family of Delhi.

The pavement of the northern eourt is of marble ; it is 6
feetlonz and 21 feet wide, and the marble wall is ten feet high ;
the entrance s in the western corner of the southern wall
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The Grave of Akbar I1.—The nearest grave as you
enter this enclosure is that of Akbar II. The tomb over it is
of black marble covered with verses from the Qurdn and the
Mubammadan ereed, both tastefully embossed. This tomb
once stood over the grave of one Qdsim "Alf Hervi, and bears
the following inseription :—

“ The death of Khwijah Qésim Ali Hervi 636 (Hijrf.)

The white marble base of the tomb is 5 feet 8 inches long,
2 feet 3 inches broad,and 1 foot 8 inches high. The tomb itself
is  feet long, 1 foot 7 inches wide and 1 foot 5 inches high.

On the top of the tomb is engraved the Muhammadan
creed, and at the head the Bismallah ; on the left of the
tombis the following verse from the poet §'adi :—

He who has come to this world shall perish ! Thou livest !

He who is destined to last and is immortal, must be God. Thou art
immortal !

On the right of the graveis the following verse :—

ifal Pb not fix your heart on any other being but God! Thou art mer-
1 H

’ Because your very limbs will (one day) be divided from one anotber.

The Benevolent.

At the head of the tomb is an upright head-stone of
marble, about 2} feet long and 2 feet wide, in which the
following inscription is inlaid with black marble;—

Shéh Akbar, the giver of light to the world

Was eclipsed, like the full moon, by death,
Of the date [of his death] Zafr [Victory] said :*

The empyrean of Heaven is the resting place of the exalted in
dignity, (1253 A, H., 1837 A. D)

The Grave of Shah Alam.—To the left of the tomb of
Akbar 11, is that of his father, the unfortunate Shah *Alam.
Between the two tombs a place was reserved for a third grave
by Bahddur Shah, the son and successor of Akbar 11,
but the events of 1857 necessitated the deposition ot Bahadur
Shdh, and his banishment to Rangoon, where he died.

The tomb of Shah 'Alam is of white marble, and is
erected on a slab of the same material ; the former is about 1
foot and 8 inches wide, 6 feet long and about 2 féet hich ; the
latter is about 2 feet 4 inches wide and about 7 feet Io?lg.

* Zufr was the nom de plume of his son, Bahddur Shib, the last King of Delhi,
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On the head-stone of the tomb is the following inscrip-
tion 1—

He is the forgiver and the rewarder! May He make paradise
His (Sb4h "Alam) residence ; {for) He is very benevolent.
The bestower of exalted dignity has set uader the dust.

Alas![it has] goue down in the gloom [caused] by the eclipse of
death ;

Sk4h’Alam, the Protector of Mankind, has

Left this world for the pleasure-ground of Edea,

O Sayyad, my miracle-working pen has written

A verse in each line of which will be found the date of [his death:]
He was the sun of the earth before [his death],

He is new a sun under the earth. Alas! Alas!

1221 [Hijri] written by Mir Kalan Rizvi,

On the head of the monument is engraved the Muham-
madan creed, on its sides verses from the Qurén, containing
some of the attributes of the Almighty ; on the top of the
tomb is a well kncwn verse from the Qurdn, which ascribes
immortality to God and mortality to man.,

—_—

The Grave of Shah 'Alam Bahadur Shah,—On the
left of the grave of Shdh 'Alam is that of Shih ’Alam
Bahsdur Shéh, the eldest son of Aurangzeb, and by far the
ablest of those who contended for the empire of Delhi on the
death of the Emporor, He inflicted signal defeats on
the Sikhs, and did more to impair the rising power of the
Mahrattas than did his father, who commanded the undivided
resources of the empire. Bahaddur Shih died at an advanced
age, and his son and successor, Jahdndar Shdh, built the
marble walls which enclose his grave, and the graves of
three of his descendants. At the head of his grave, on
the marble wall, is the following inscription :—

« According to the [promise of the] Prophet, may Shih 'Alam be
rewarded with Heaven for his good intentions, Gholdm Harith Khén,
1124 Hijri.”

The fourth grave within this enclosure is that of Mirza
Fakhrd, the eldest scn of Bahddur Shih, who died of cholera
in Delhi The monument on the grave is of marble ; it is

about 6 feet long and 2 feet broad, and is 1
marble railing about 3 feet high. ad, surrounded by a
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On the west of this enclosure, there are eight marble
tombs ; the following inscription occurs on the head-stone of
one of them :—

“ Shiha'bddi ! the Moon ! with a forehead like that of Venus.
By death her abode was made under the earth.
4 I searched for the date [ot her death] and the voice of the Invisible
said :
She has gone to Eden for her pure life.

The Baoli or Spring of Qutb Sahib.—About 25 yards
to the east of the mosque of Qutb Sdhib is a deep spring of
water, the buildings round which were erected in the year
1846 by Hiéfiz Muhammad Daxid, a servant and favorite of
Bahadur Shah, for the use of the Khddams of the tomb. Tt is
built in the style of the springs of Nizdm.uddin and Daulath
Khén, Itis 96 feet long, 42 feet wide and 75 feet deep; the
water in the spring is usually 40 feet deep, and sometimes
deeper, and is reached by steps on the west and south
of the building. On the west is the main entrance
of the spring, through double-storeyed arched rooms.
The walls on the east, north and south, “have three tiers
of recessed arches and arched rooms 9 feet high and 7 feet
wide, varying in number and in the depth of the recessed
Bpace.

Purana Qil'ah or Din Panah.— The name of Indra-
prastha is still preserved in that of Indrpat’ says General
Cunningham, *“ a small fort, which is also known by the name
of Puraaa kilaor the old Fort. This place was repaired by the
Emperor Humdyiin, who changed its name to Din Pandh;
but none, save educated Musalmans, ever make use of this
name, as the common people invariably call it either Indrpat
or Purana Kila” The villagers of Purind Qila’h pretend
to believe that the old buildings, wheresoever they areto be
found in the village, except those that are decidedly Muham-
madan, are the remains of the capital of the Péndavas. The
more popular opinion appears to be, that the walls, and the
gates of the tort were built by Humayin, and that the build-
ings insideihe fort belong to the reign of Sher Shéh Sir, and are
about the most perfect specimens of the latest style of! Pathan
architecture, A gainst this opinian, however, is the authority of
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the writer of the Tarikh-i-Khdn Jahdn, who says, that Salim
Shah Siir, after building the fort of Salfmgarh, which was
opposite to Din Pandh, the fort of Humaytn, he ordered a
wall to be built round the citadel of the Moghal Emperor,

The following account of the building of Din Panih is
taken from the Humdyin Ndmah of Khond Amir: * another
eat work of this just and generous king was the city of Din
%ran{xh, which was really the asylum of religious men.
Before building the city, he took counsel with “ his great
courtiers and learned companions,” and expressed to them his
intention to foupd near “ the capital of Delhi, a city which
was to challenge equality with Satura; that the city
should be the asylum of wise and iotelligent persons and be
called Din Pansh.” The project was highly commended, and
one of the learned men present at the time remarked that
« the numerical value of the words Shah-i-pddshdh Din Pandh,
was 940, and he said that if the city were built in that year
it would be a very remarkable fact.” From Gwalior, the king
went to Agra and thence to Delhi, and after having “taken
omens and religious advice, a rising ground adjacent to the
banks of the stream of Jumna, about three kos from the city,
was selected for the foundation of the city of Din Pandh,

¢ Tn the middle of the month of the sacred Muharram
A.H. 940, at an hour which was prescribed by the most clever
astrologers and the greatest astronomers,” the court accom-
panied the King to the spot, and prayers were offered to the
Almighty. “ First, His Majesty with his holy hand put
a brick on the earth, and then each person from that
concourse ot great men placed a stene on the ground ; on
the same date, work was also commenced in the King's
own palace. At this time, @ e., the latter part of the month
of Shavval of the same year, the walls, bastions, ramparts
and the gates of the city of Din Pandh are nearly finished.”

Thus, within ten months from the laying of the founda-
tion stone of the city, s progress had been made in the work
which makes me believe that the ruins of a more ancient city
must have helped the workmen, and that * the rising ground”
of the historian was very probably the site of a deserted or a
ruined city.

Din Pandh is an irregular oblong of 3 furlongs by 14
furlongs, the long sides being on the east and the west;
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it has threv gates ; those onthe north and the south.are
elosed, but the gate on the west, which is still the principal
entrance of the city, isstill open. Besides these gates, there
are three khickis or wickets in Din Pandh : two on the side
facing the river, one of which is open, and the 4hird in the
western wall of the Qil'ah which is now closed. On each of
the four corners of the city there is a formidable looking
bastion, and between the two correr bastions 1n the western
wall there are seven bastions including those which flank the
gateways. The walls of the city contain two-storeyed cells,
which rise to tLe height of its lofty gateways.*

The two gates worthy of notice are in the northern and
the western walls. The former is known as the Talliqf or the
Forlidden Gate ; it is related that once upon a time, a
certain king sallied out of this gate to fight a rebel and vowed
he never would enter the city unless he vanquished the enemy.
The king fell in battle and the gate was closed for ever. It
isa lofty gateway, made of grey and red sand stone, a little
over 50 feet high and 24 feet wide, and is flanked by
two huge bastions. The high arched door in the centre
of the gateway is blockaded up with earth and the debris
of the cells behind it; the large arched window over
the entrance is also closed up. Over this window there are
two heavy brackets, each supporting an open half octagonal
pavilioa ; the roof of the gate is surmounted by three open
pavilions, of which the two smaller ones are a little in advance
of the third which is in the centre of the roof The
domes of the smaller pavilions stand on 4 pillars and that
of the larger on 8 pillars. The face of this gateway is,
omamented with marble bands and bosses, and over the hal
octagonal pavilions is a slab of marble, yellow with the
effects of exposure, and was obviously intended for an
inscription.

The principal gateway is not unlike the Talléqi Dar-
whzah; it is quite as lofty, but more massive, and the
flanking bastions are larger. Each of these bastions was
surmounted by an open octagonal pavilion and ornamented

with encaustic tiles ; the pavilion on the left bastion is
missing,

* The upper portion of the wall facing'the ri :
are still in existence and are used by th:m‘ rsna?swi:llig;:?o; :g:mls?fer ﬁ
their cattle ; the top of the wall ia protected by embatticd baluatradeg, Ve
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About four or five feet over the arch of the door-way 1s a
row of three brackets supporting three half octagonal
pavilions ; there are no windows over the doorway. The front
of the gateway is ornamented with grey and red stone; the
half-pavilions were at one time covered with coloured plaster,
and a band of encaustic tiles extends under the parapet of the
gateway. The third, or the southern, gate is, in every vespect,
hike that on the north.

The village of Indripat or Din Panih is supposed to have
been at one time surrounded by the river, and there is a
causeway, or bridge, in front ot its western gate, the ruined
arches of which are still in existence. The river has now
receded from its old bank, and the land between the Qil’ah and
the present bank is now under cultivation. The walls facing
the river are more or less damaged, while those on the land
side are also in some places m a damaged state. If, as
it is believed, every bastion in the wall was surmounted by a
pavilion, these have unfortunately disappeared; those on
the gateways, have been already d=scribed. Inside the Qilah
the villagers have built mud and masonry houses, and the
only ancient remains of Purdni Qil’ah, besides the walls and
the gateways are the well known Jdm’'a Masjid, or Masjid

.Qil'ah Kohnah, and the tower known as Sher Mandal,
miscalled by de Laét and others, “the palace of Humdytn.”
Ot the palace itself, the foundation of which is so elaborately
described in the Humdyinndmah, nothing now remains, and
1 doubt if it 1s possible to fix 1ts site.

Sher-garh and Delhi Sher-shahi.—Sher Shih is said
to have strengthened the citadel of Din Panidh and called
it Sher-garh, but as I have already remarked, according to
the Tdrikh-i-Khdn Jahdn, the walls of Humdiyun's fort were
rebuilt or repaired by S’alim Shih, the son of Sher Shéh,
after he had completed the building of Salimgarh. Sher-garh
was the citadel of the city which Sher Shah built on a portion
of the conjectured site of Indraprastha, and was long
known as Delhi Sher-shihi or the Dellh of Sher Shih.
'Abbss Khan mentions, in his Zarith-i-Sher-shdht  that,
“ the former capital city of Delhi. was at a distance from the
Jumna, and Sher Shéh destroyed and rebuilt it by the bank
of the Jumna, and ordered two forts to be built in that city
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. the smaller fort for the residence of the Governor ;
the other, the wall round the entire city to protect it ; and in
the governor’s fort he built a Jama’ Masjid, . . but the
fortifications round the city were not completed when Sher
Shéh died.” It is, therefore, almost a matter of certainty,
that his son Salim Shih completed the walls of this fort.
General Cunningham, who follows the authority of Pur-
chas and Mariner Finch, gives the following boundaries
of Delhi Sher-shahi : “ The south gate of Sher Shdh’s city
must, therefore, have been somewhere between the Barae Pul
and Humdyin’s tomb. The east wall of the city is determined
by the line of the high bank of the Jumna, which formerly
ran due south from Firoz Shdh's kotila towards Humaydn’s
tomb. On the west the boundary line of the city can be
traced along the bank of a torrent bed, which runs souath-
ward from the Ajmer Gate of Shahjahdnabad, and parallel to
the old course of the Jummna, at a distance of rather more than
one mile. The whole ciremt of the city walls was therefore
close upon 9 miles, or nearly double that of the modern Shih-
jahdnabid.”

Mr. Tremlett, who objects to the southern limits of the
city ot Sher Shih as fixed by (eneral Cunningham, argues
as follows : .

“ My reasou for bolding this view is, that just cpposite the west
goate of Purdpd Qil'ah stands a gate, now known as the Ial Darwazah,
in the same style, though larger and finer than the Lal Darwazah
opposite the Jail, which latter is generally admitted to be a north
gate of this city.  On both sides of this southern gate, are protecting
towers and a little of the wall, and their direction is such as to
make it incorceivable, especially as Purdns Qil'abh was then standing,
that they could have been part of an enceinte including Huwdyan’s
tomb ; this argument rests on the narrowness of the space between the
gate and the old course of the river compared with the distance southerly
to Humsdytn’s tomb, and also on the fact that the wall to the east of the
gate turny northward and not southward. If too, I be right in identi-
fying the masses of masonry between the north gate of Purdna Qil'ah
and the road as being a part ot the wall of Delhi Sher Shgh, the
argument is considerably strengthened, as then the wall would be
found running more than balfa mile north of the mausolenm. I
think too the authorities quoted by General Cuoningbam at p. lxxix
of his paper may be interpreted consistently with the view I am taking.
Fioch's statement of ‘two kos' was undoubtedly his own approxi-
mation, or else the popular distance, and 1 think if aliowance be made
for the windings of the streets, for there seems no reason, from the na-
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ture of the gronnd, for believing that the two gates which chance to
remain were connected by a straight road, the distance between them
might be set down roughly at two kos, though undoubtedly somewhat
less. Again, it seems a somewhat arbitrary assumption, that the gate
near the jail was the chief north gate. . . . The bridge [Barah-
pulah] might well be said to be owly a short distapce from Dehli,
even if the walls stopped at Purind Qil'ah, as the suburbs
would, beyond question, estend some way beyond the wall along
so important a roadt as the Mat'hura one must then have been ;
and this consideration scems to meet Purchas’s statement that Hurmi4-
yhu's tomb was in the city, At any rate before the southern hmits be
fixed below Humdydo's tomb on the authority of this writer, for the
quotations from Finch seem quite inconclusive till we kunow where his
north gate stood, it seems to me essential that some satisfactory account
should be given of the great gate opposite Purded Qil'ab and its adjoin-
ing walls, as well as of the wall opposite the N. W, corner of the just

vaned fort”

Mr. Tremlett notices, between the two gates, a mosque
which is believed to have belonged to the city of sher Shdh,
and although 1n a fair state of preservation, of its extensive
celled-walls nothing remains but a very small portion in its
north-eastern corner of its court,  Mr. Tremlett's second gate is
thus described by Mr. Beglar, who evidently accepts Geuneral
Cunninghan’s southern boundary of the Delhi of Sher Shah :

“ Close to Purata qilah, on the right of the present road to Hu-
mayun's, and just beyond the Kilah 15 a solitary gate similar to Lal
Darwaza, poticed befure.  The gate is ornameuted by coloured or glazed
plaster medallions and devices or patterns, and fowers cut in red stone
and in coloured plaster. The battlements are ornamented by biue edal-
Hons ; it is altogetlher a fine spoecinen of gateway. I conelude fiom the
absence of all iraces of rampurt walls in continuation of the two enor-
mous towers  flanking it (now ruined), which once must have added
enormously to the dignity of the gateway, that it, like the Lal Darwaza,
which it muclt resembles, is a city gate, under which once passed one
of the main streets of old Delhi. From Humayun’s tomb, in a line
almost perfectly straight, an old city road passes direct under this gate
straight on beyond as far as the eye can sce ; the entire distance, so far
as the road can be traced, is covered by ruins of houses on either side,
and immediately near the gate are a series of small chambers, probably
the shops of petty trades-people, but which being regularly built and
forming as it were wings or approaches to the gate, appear very appio-
priate.

“ A kos minar is placed exactly ip the centre of the road betweszn
this gate and Humayun's tomb, and the road is there widened so as to
allow free passages on either side of the kos Minar: * %  *”
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The correctness of General Cunaingham’s account of the
boundaries of Sher-garh is placed beyond all question, by ’Ab-
dullah the author of the Turikh-i-Ddiidi. “ After the conquest
of Multan by Haibat Khdn,” writes Abdullah, “ Sher Shih
went (from Agra) to Delbl in the year 947 A. H. (1540
A. D.) ; and actuated by unworthy feelings, he destroyed the
fort ot 'Al4-uddin, which stood In Sirf, ¥ * and built on the
bank of the Jun [Jumna] between Firozabad and Kilokheri, in
the village of Indrapat, a new city about two or three kos
distant from the old one. * * The name of this fort he cailed
Shergark * * but on account of the shortness of his reign he
did not live to complete it.” The village of Kilakheri extended
beyond the bridge of Boarahpalah and the description of
Shergarh by Mariner Finch, which General Cunuingham
adopts, is substantially correct.

In 1628, de Laét informs us, that “ the city was beginning
to fall into ruin ; the walls were beginning to look 'dilapidated,
and many houses were down, and about 20 handsome Pathan
monuments, in and out of the city, were more or lessin decay.”

Masjid Qil’'ah Kohnah.—In the citadel of Delhi Sher-
shdhi, we are told by "Abbds Khan, the author of Tarikh-i-
Sher shdhi, that Sher Shah “built a Jdim'a Masjid of stone,
In the ornamenting of which much gold, lapis lazuli, and other
precious articles were expended.” “ Here,” says Abdullah,
the author of the Tartbh-i- Ddddi, “ he also laid the foundation
of a maguificent magid, which was very quickly completed,”
In the year 943 A. M. (1541 A. D))

The mosque i3 an oblong building, 168 feet long, 441
feet wide, and about 44 feet high from the floor to the roof,
and about 16 feet from the roof to the top of the dome. The
mosque consists of five arches, the centre arch, which is
recessed “into the face of the mosque, 1s 40 feet high
and 25 feet wide; it springs from marble and red-stone
pilasters, and is enclosed by bands of marble and red-
stone, containing verses from the Quran and fancy
designs elaborately carved. The spandrels contain ornamen-
tal bosses ; the inner lines of the arch are ornamented with
fretwork, and its supporting pilasters are at a height of about
44 feet trom the floor surmounted by minarets, Under
the apex of the centre recessed arch, there isa small arched
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window having a tastefully carved stone bracket for its base.
The whole of the face of the arch is adorned with fancy
designs inlaid with marble on red and yellcw sand-stone and
black slate. In this arch is the centre of the mosque ; it is
an arched doorway decorated with rectangular marble and
red-stone bands, graceful pilasters and ornamented spandrels.
The recessed arches immediately on the right and the left of
the centre arch are 37 feet high and 20 feet wide, with an
arched opening on a bracket over the doorway asin the centre
arch ; the off arches are 30 feet high and 20 feet wide, but are
ornamented like the near side arches. In these arches are set
the doors which form the remaining four entrances of the
mosque. The mosque is flanked by two small minarets, which
rise to the level of those on the sides of the centre arch ; the roof
over the side arches are protected by battlemented parapets,
and about four feet below the parapet there is a deep stone
weathering supported by corbels; the corbels over the side
arches, immediately on either side of the centre arch, are
massive and more elaborately engraved than those over the off
ones. There is no ledge or weathering over the centre arch.

The roof of the mosque was at one time surmounted by
three domes, out of which only one, that in the centre,
has escaped the ravages of time; it springs from a low
cylinder, and bears a flat heavy looking stone pinnacle,
“ supperted  below,” as described by Mr. Beglar, “by a
moulded shaft, and resembling the top stone of the great
towers in Hindu temples.” The domes are all flattish
inside.

The floor of the mosque is paved with sand-stone, but
restored here and there with masonry. In the western wall
of the mosque, and corresponding with its five arched doorways,
are three recessed arches, richly ornamented with white and
black marble and red sand-stone carvings, and engraved with
verses from the Qurin. Over the centre recessed arch and
over the arches immediately on its right and left, there are
small ornamental niches standing on beautifully carved brac-
kets ; over the miche in the centre arch is a square opening
which acts as a ventilator, and above this are four
similar openings in the domed ceiling. From the centre
of the ceilings five chains are suspended which at one time
Leld cups of copper gilt.

A
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The pendentives supporting the domes of this mosque
are greatly admired for the elaborateness of details and the
finish in their execution. In the near side rooms the angles
are filled up with a number of dimunitive arches, bracketing out,
one beyond the other, in three tiers, the lowest being a corbel
or bracket.

In the northern and southern walls of the mosque
there are staircases which take the visitor to the roof
The first flight of sixteen steps leads up to a half octagonal
balcony on four carved pillars of red sand-stone at the
back of the mosque; the capitals of the pillars and
the corbels which support the stone beams  on which
the dome stands, are most elaborately carved. A second
flight of 15 steps leads into a long dark gallery which
opens into a sedond tier of half-octagonal balconies ; besides
these there are three square balconies, one in the centre
of the wall and one on either side of it. The domes of
these balconies still bear traces of enamelling.

On the roof of the mosque there are marks of the two
missing domes.  The centre dome is built on a low cylinder
of sixteen sides surmounted by sixteen five feet high narrow
ornamental pillars. The balcony in the centre of the back
wall of the mosque is flanked by two slim minarets which rise
about five feet above the parapets. The pulpit of the mosque
is built of masonry, but I have no doubt that the original
pulpit was of marble.

A spring, with steps leading down to the water, was
attached to the mosque; in the court of the mosque there is a
sixteen sided tank which is now dry. 'Writing of this mosque,
Mr. Tremlett remarks that -~ Nothing but a painting can do
full justice to & result in which colour and workmanship alike
contribute to the charm which the spectator cannot but feel.”
This mosque is universally admired, and is with justice consi-
dered the finest specimen of the latest Pathan style of archi-
tecture in northern India, “The profusion of mouldings in
the masjid,” writes Mr, Beglar, “inside and out, and the
number of angles into which its flat walls are broken up,
give a variety of light and shade that is extremely pleasing,
and the harmony of colour, obtained on the outside by the
use of polished stone of the various colours noticed [marble,
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black slate, and red and yellow sandstone], and inside near
the apses by colour, is unrivalled,”*

Sher Mandal. —In 948 A. H. (1541 A. D,) Sher Shih
built this tower near the mosque just described. The author
of the Tdrikh-i-Ddidi, informs us that “ within the fort of
Shergarh was a small palace also left incomplete, which he
(Sher Shdh) called Sher Mandal,” or the tower of Sher Shih.
There iz nothing palatial about this building, and both from
its construction and its position in the fort, I cannot bring
myself to believe that it was intended as a flanking tower
of a palace gateway, or in any way connected with a more
pretentious building. Equally incorrect is the statement
that it was the palace of Humdaydn.

The Sher Mandal is an octagonal tower, three-storeyed
high,—the third storey is formed by an open pavilion—60%
feet high, with a maximum diameter of 52 feet. 1t 1s built
of red-stone granite, and is ornamented with marble. The
plinth of the tower is raised 4} feet from the ground,
and the tower without the octagonal pavilion is 40 feet
high. The pavilion is about 16 feet high and 20 feet in
diameter. The pavilion is surmounted by a cupola decorated
with bands of marble, supported by eight stone pillars, and
with carved bases and richly carved with chevron work: The
roof round the pavilion is protected by a plain parapet, under-
neath which is a deep stone ledge. It is reached by two flights
of stairs in the walls of the upper storey. Under the stone
ledge of the upper storey, there are eight recessed pointed
arches on the eight sides of the tower containing oblong doors;
inside the building the accommodation consists of five rooms

* «Ttmay suffice,” says Mr. Tremlett, “to point out certain characteristics of this
style of mosque.  Above the doorways, in the upper portion of the arch in which
they are set, are introduced small arched window-like apertures : at the north and
south sides, oriel windows are constructed, surmounted with cupolas resting on
pillars,  These oriel windows are also introduced into the back wall of this mosque,
while each end of the back wall terminates in a rounded tower running to the top
of the building. Mosques belonging to this period, and exhibiting the style, will be
found in the Jamali anmali mogque at the Quth, in the north masjid near Mubarik-

ur, aud in a nameless mosque at Khairpur, about a third of a mile from Safdar
Jang's tomb. This last mosque is noteworthy, as being perhaps the finest remaining
specimen 3[ the success with whick the Pathans worked inscriptions and tracery
in stones,
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in the form of a cross, the centre room being larger than its
four arms ; a passage conneots these rooms. Inside, the rooms
are panelled with encaustic tiles to the height of about three
feet from the floor, and the rest of the wall, up to the ceiling,
is ornamented with paintings of flowers and fancy patterns.
In the corners of the upper storey, there are narrow ornamental
arches, slightly recessed into the face of the walls; the
upper atches are scantily ornamented with marble. The
arches of the lower storey, which is solid, resembie those
above them, and between the two storeys thereis a band
of black slate, In the worthern and southern walls of the
ground stcrey, there are about eighteen steps which lead
to the upper storey.

The interest attached to this fower is purely historical,
for it was here that Humdytn met with the injuries which
resulted in his death. It is popularly believed that Humayin
used the tower as his library ; “ one day,” says the author of
the Swdr-ul-Mut'adkhkharin, *there was a conjecture that
'Venus would rise somewhat late. In the evening in order that
he [quéyﬁn] might see that planet, he went on the top of
the roof of his library. There standing for a moment, he wish-
ed to descend. The muazzin called to prayers. Huméayin,
in order to show respect to the azdn, desired to sit down on the
second step. The steps of the staircase, by reason of their
cleanliness, were very slippery. The ferrule of his staff slip-
ped, and Humdytin falling headlong, rolled downstairs on to
the ground. His limbs and joints were much hurt, and the
right side of his head had received a great blow. He became
altogether insensible;” and died on the 13th Rabi’ I, 963
A, H. (19th of Janvary 1556 A. D.) Those who have visited
Sher Mandal will see the utter impossibility of Humi-
yin's  rolling downstairs on to the ground.” On this point
every description of Humiyun’s death is more or less incor-
rect : he fell headlong over the parapet, according to Elphin-
stone and Marshman ; he fell from the stairs on to the ground,
according to Ferishta and the Siydr-ul-Mut'adkhkharin, Ba-
daoni, the Tabagdt, and Mirdt-ul-’ dlam.

The remains of Humaifyﬁn were removed from Din Pansh
and buried in the village of Kilokheri, where a magnificent

mausoleum was built over his remains by his wife Haii
and his sou Akbar, y s wife Hajt Bogom
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Salimgarh or N h.—In 953 A. H. (1546 A. D.)
when Salim Shah, son of Sher Shaih heard of the approach
of Humdyun, he, according to the author of the ¢ Tarikh-i-
Ddudi,” marched back from Lahore to Delhi, * where he
built Salimgarh opposite to Din Pandbh, in the middle of the
waters of the Jumna, so that no fort should be so strong in
all Hindustan, for it looks as if it was cut out of one stone.”
1t is a semi-circular fort, and at one time was protected by
nineteen towers and bastions of sizes ; 1t is said to have
cost Salim Shdh 4 lacs in money, and five years in time, but
only the walls were finished when the king died and the fort
was then consigned to neglect. Eighty years later, Farid Khén,
otherwise known as Murtaza Khan, an A mir who flourished in
the reigns of Akbar and Jahdngtir, seems to have got Salimgarh,
with other possessions along the banks of the Jumna, in grant
from Akbar, and he built bouses in this fort. In 1828 these
buildings were in a complete state of ruin, but a two-storeyed
pavilion and a well stocked garden were still preserved with
care by Akbar I1., who occasionally used to take an airing in
this fort undisturbed by the publicc. In 1788 Gholdm Qddir
escaped through this fort with his followers and crossed the
bridge which connects it with Lal Qil’ah, or the fort of Shdhja-
handbid. This bridge was built by the Emperor Jahangir.

The fort is now crossed by the line of the Fast Indian
Railway and was built, as already stated by Salim Shah,
the son of Sher Shah, in A. H. 953 (A. D. 1546.) “It is
situated at the north end of Shdhjahén’s palace, and after the
building of that palace it was used as a state prison. Itis
not quite one quarter of a mile in length, and the whole
circuit of its walls is only three quarters of a mile. It
stands on an island close to the west bank of the river, and
with its lofty towers and massive walls, forms a most pictur-
esque object from the opposite side of the Jumna, A bridge
of five arches was built in front of the south gate by the
Emperor Nir-uddin Jahdngir, after whom the name of the
lgace was changed to Nurgarh according to Syad Ahmad.

ut the old name of Salimgarh has prevailed, and is the only
one that I have ever heard used by the people, either educated
or uneducated.”*

* Cunningham’s Arckeological Reports, Vol. 11, p. 223,
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General Cunningham’s assistant, Mr. Beglar, gives this
graphic description of “ the old bridge connecting Salfmngarh
with the citadel of Delhi. The constructive features of the
arches of this bridge deserve notice ; the arch sheeting is form-
ed of rubble and mortar, and springs flush from the face of the
sbutments. It is strengthened by a series of arched ribs
a%ringing from corbels that project from the faces of the
abutments, which gives great appearance of lightness with

great strength.”

Overlooking the road, in the river face of the fort, there
are two gates, one of which bears the following inseription :

“IThis gate] is built hy the grace of God ;

This gate [is] beautiful and [is an] increaser of happiness.

Knowledge gave the date of its buildiog: O Zatr.f

[This] gate is as high as the sky [it is built on] auspicious founda-
tions, 1271 Hijef. [1852 A. D.] ”

The Masjid of Khairpur.—This mosque belongs to the
Lodi period, and is about its finest specimen extant. It
consists of five arches, the centre arch being loftier and mors
elaborately ornamented than those on its sides. The roof is
surmounted by three domes on narrow necks, and is proteci-
ed by ornamental parapets. The ornamentations of this
mosque consist of traceries and inscriptions cut in plaster. The
spandrels of the arches and the arches themselves are deeorated
with engraved foliage and verses from the Quréa.

# English translation of the Inscriptions on the bridge : —
[laz Lnecription.]
God is great !

o ia bridge] was built by the command of Shéh Ntr.uddin Jabfngfr,
reat,
The year and the date of ita bnilding [are to be found,in the words]:
The auspicious, straight and firm road. Year 1031 [Hijr(]
[8nd Tnseription.
(gogi:s %-reat)) By the command of the King of the Seven Worlds. (Great
glory.
[Of the} Emperor, just, equitable and politic.
e helper)! Jahdngir son of the Emperor Akbar. (The Revealer,)
e beneficent) ! His sword has subdued the world.  (The Living
(The yer 17th) When thia bridge was built in Delhi, (Of the reign.)
The m %f this brid, shovjlld Tnl‘:t to he written (of Jahdngir.)
o e Su ence. b the date of i i
g Mo perin ought gave the its completion. (Of
The Bridge of the Emperor of Delhi, Jahéngir. (A glorious inscription.)
+ The nom de plume of Babddur Shih, the last King of Delhi,



THE MOSQUE AND TOMB OF 'ISA KHAN, 197

The domes are flattish inside, resting on corbelled
pendentives, most elaborately carved and finished. I agree
with Mr. Beglar, that colour was used in the decoration
of the mosque, butits desecration by the villagers of the
neighbourhood, for the last many years, has left little or no
trace of the coloring. :

The red-stone stracture to the south of the court-yard of
the mosque is evidently a gateway ; the plan of the building
and its pendentives are similar to those of the ’Alii Darwis-
zah,

e —

The Mosque and Tomb of Tsa Khan.—Near the
western gateway of the village known as Arab Sarij, and
at a short distance from the Mausolenm of Hum4ydn, is a
large walled enclosure in which there are a mosque and a
tomb, both built by 'Isi Khdn, a nobleman of the court of
Sher Shdh Sur. ’'Is4 Khdn exercised considerable influence in
that reign, and when Sher Shéh’s sons fell out among them-
selves, he sided with Salim Shih and matertally conduced
to his success in securing the throne of Delht { Both
the mosque and the tomb were built in 954 A. H. (1547
A. D.) in the reign of Salim Shdh, the son of Sher Shgh.
The mosque is built of grey sand-stone and mortar ; it is
about 186 feet long and 34 feet wide; from the pavement
to the roof of the centre arch it is 29 feet high, and from the
roof to the top of the centre dome it is 32 feethigh. The
pinnacle of red sand-stone is 3 feet bhigh. The goors of
the mosque are three in number and are arched ; the
arches are supported by tall and slim pilasters; the span-
drels are sparingly ornamented ; in the centre arch are small
recessed arches which enclose the doorway, but the
stone ledge which protects the side arches is not continued
over the centre arch. The wall of the centre arch rises
about three or four feet over the roof, and is flanked by two
small minarets about 5 feet high ; the roof of the mosque is
protected by a false-battlemented parapet. In the centre
of the roof is an ugly dome, possessing neither beauty nor
solidity, but was once covered with encaustic tiles. A
pavilion, supported on eight pillars, stands on either side of
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the centre dome ; it is 20 feet high, inclusive of the dome,
and has a diameter of 14 feet.

There are three rooms in the mosque; the pulpit is
wanting ; the inner floor is paved with sand-stone, the
mehrdbs, or recessed arches, corresponding with the three
doors, are 6 fest high and 31 feet wide, and are ornament-
ed with red stone.

The tomb of *Is4 Khan is near the mosque, and, in gene-
ral appearance, it is not unlike the tombs of the Sayyad
Kings and of Sikandar Lodf; it is octagonal in shape, having a
diameter of 34 feet, with three pointed arches, about 20 feet
high and 8 feet wide, on each face. In the corners of
the tomb there are double pillars, In-the spandrel of the
arches there are ornamental medallions ; a stone ledge sup-
ported by corbels goes round the building. Above this the
roof is protected by a low parapet, having on each of iis
angles a small mindr, and between each pair of minars ar
open pavilion, 17 feet high, with a diameter of 10 feet, with
it dome supported on eight red-stone pillars. The pinnacles
of the pavilion are of marble; the centre dome springs from
a sixteen sided cylinder.

The monument over the grave of 'Ts4 Khdn iz built of
marble and red sand-stone, and is about 9 feet long, 4 feet
wide and 4 feet high. There are five other monuments in
this tomb, but only two are built of marble,

The following inscription occurs on one of the doors
of the tomb :—

“ This tomb, which is better than Paradise, was built in the

time and sovereignty of Salim Shéb, son of Sher Shib; may God

rpetuate his kingdom and his sovereignty. Sayyad 'Is4 Khén, son of
rah Agwin Haji Khds, In the year 954 Hijri”

- Arab-8arai, miscalled Araf Sardi, is a walled village
and was founded by Haji Begam, the widow ot Hum4ydn and
mother of Akbar, in the year 968 A. H. (1560 A. D.) She
brought with her 300 Arabs on her return from Mecca and
settled them here. The only objects worthy of notice in Arab
Sardi are the old gateways, one of which waa erected in the
reign of Jahdngir, the grandson of/ Humiyin, The western
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gate of the Saraf is too insignificant to deserve special notice ;
the northern gate is a lofty building about 40 feet high,
25 feet wide and 20 feet deep. The two sides of this gate-
way are formed by ornamental rectangular bands which sup-
port cross bands, which in their turn support the parapet.
‘Within these rectangular bands is the lofty recessed arch,
the spandrels of which are ornamented with bosses; on a
level with these ornaments are small balconies on stone
brackets. Under the apex of the recessed arch is a swmall
window, and six feet below this is the arched doorway, which
is 16 feet high and 10 feet wide. The doorway is also en-
closed by rectangular bands, and the spandrels are also orna-
mented with bosses.

The next object of interest is the eastern gate of the
Sarai ; it is protected by embattled parapets, it has no balco-
nies on the sides of the recessed arch, and enamelling 1is
freely used in its ornamentation. The following inscription
over this gateway ascribes it to Miharbin Agh4 :

« In the name ot God, the merciful and the compassionate.
There is no God, but God and Muhammad is his prophet ! O God !
[His) kind [Miharbin] and old patron [is] Jahdngir Shéh.

Khair-ul-Manazil —This Madrasah, with a mosque
attached, was built by Msham Ankah, the wet-nurse of
Akbar and the mother of Adham Khan, in the year 969 A,
H. (1561 A. D). The Madrasah is in ruins, but the cloisters
are still to be seen here and there ; 1t stands almost in front
of the western gate of Purdnd Qildh, and near the supposed site
of the western gate of the Delhi of Sher Shéh, already describ-
ed. Mr. Beglar gives the following description of the mosque :
it “isaninseribed Masjid of Akbar’s period; it is built of
rubble and plaster, with the ornamented parts of gate-way and
masjid painted by the use of red dressed stone and granite ;
the gate, now partly ruined, must have once been very fine.
The Masjid inside was profusely ornamented with coloured
plaster and glazed tiles, thongh now most of it has beer stripped
off. The facade of the Masjid and gateway were also orna-
mented with eoloured medallions and carved stone flowers ; the
colors used were blue, yellow, red, purple, white, green, black

-
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and grey. It has one central dome on a low neck, and very
eculiar pinnacle, greatly resembling that of Kild Kona
asjid. The walls of the Masjid are plumb, but the towers
slope, and it has great projecting eaves in front as in Moth-ki-
Masjid. A peculiarity of this Masjid were its cloisters.”)

In the eighth year of the reign of Akbar (971 A, H.
1564 A. D.) an attempt was made on the life of the
Emperor “from the roof of the Madrasah, which the
author of the Tabagdt-i-Akbari deseribes as follows :
“ When Sharaf-uddin Hosain fled from Court to Nagor,
he had a slave, by name Kokia Fuldd, one of the
slaves of his father, who at all times secretly did everything
in his power to injure the Emperor. This wretched man came
into the royal camp and was constantly on the watch for an
opportunity. When the Emperor returned from bis hunting
excursion and, passing through the bazaar of Delhi, came near
to the Madrasah of Mdham Ankah, this blood-thirsty fellow
shot an arrow at His Majesty, but, by the mercy ot God whe
watched over the Emperor’s safety, it did not inflict a severe
wound but merely grazed the skin. The attendants of the
Emperor instantly fell upon the traitor, and, with strokes of
sword and dagger, they sent him to hell.”

The inscription on the mosque is to the following effect :—

“ In the time of Jaldl-uddin Muhammad

[Who] is great [Akbar] among the just kings,

Msham Begam, the root of purity,

Laid the foundation [of this house] for good men :

But the building of this gracious bouse was helped by

Shahdb-uddin Ahmed Eh4n Bézel, ‘

What blessings {there are in] this auspicions building,
That its date is found in the words ; Blessed among Houses !

The Tomb of Adham Khan, otherwise known as Bhul-
bhalidn, or the Labyrinth. As already mentioned in my
description of the capital of R4i Pithora, this tamb stands on
the south-western corner of its citadel. It was built by the
order of Akbar over the remains of A'dham Kh4n and his mo-
ther Mdham Ankah. In describing the tomb of ’A zam Khén,
1 have related the cjrcumstances under which he was assassi-
uvated in the palace of Akbar, at Agra, by Adham Khén and
his attendanta. “ Afier the murder,” says the guthor of the
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Tabaqdt-i- Akbarf,  trusting to the favour and kindness which
had been shown to him by the Emperor, Adham Khin went
and stood at the door of the harem. His Majesty rushed out
of the harem, sword in hand, and the assassin was bound hand
and foot and cast over the parapet in punishment of his erime.
This murder was committed on the morning ¥ Sunday, 12
Ramzan 973 A.H.” According to Badioni, “ as a spark of
life was lett in the assassin after his fall, the Emperor ordered
him to be thrown over the parapet again. He was buried
one day before his victim.”

Maham Ankah on hearing of the embroilment, but not
fearing that the worst could have happened to her son,
“ repatred, though sick, from Delhi to Agra,” On seeing her,
Akbar said, “ He has killed my foster father, and 1 have
taken his life.” “ Your Majesty has done well,” replied
Miham, and left the hall. ¢ Forty days after she died from

ief, and was buried with herson in Delhiin a tomb which
Akbar had built for them,”*

The tomb stands on the right of the road leading from
the Qutb Mindr to the village of Mahrauli, and within five
minutes walk of the Mindr. Two flights of heavy stone
steps lead up to a landing in front of the tomb. The
court of the tomb is 17 feet above the level of the road ;
itis an octagon with a diameter of 200 feet. The side
of the court which overlooks the road is open ; in its north-
western wall, leading into Qil'ah Rai Pithora, is a small gate-
way ; there is a similar entrance in its south western wall which
leads to a mosque about 20 yards to the westof the tomb,
The wall of the court is about ten feet high and is pierced with
loopholes ; only a fourth of the original wall is now standing.
Each of the eight corners of the court is supported by a round
tower, with embattled parapets, which rise about six feet
above the wall, The walls and the towers are made of
rough hewn stone and mortar. DBetween the towers, but a
few feet behind the enclosure walls, there are small heaps
of ruins ; it is impossible, however, to say whether they belong
to other towers, or to Chabulrahs cunstructed for the use of
visitors.

The tomb, which 1s about 60 feet high, stands on a 4 feet
hi%‘h plinth ; it is an octagonal building, having all its facades
alike. A verandah, or corridor, goes round the centre

"7 % Blochmann’s din-i-Akbars.
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room. From the pavement of the court to the top
of the roof the tomb i3 32 feet high ; each of its eight
sides consists of three lofty arches ; and the pilars from
which the arches spring consist of blocks of square stones
piled up in order. Some of the shafts of the pillars are
made of entire pieces of granite, but the capitals and the bases
are constructed with separate pieces of stone. 'The corner
pillarsare double. The roof of the tomb is protected by an
embattled parapet 4 feet high, having at each of its angles
a minaret about 6 feet higher than the parapet.

The centre of the tomb is an octagonal room, 50 feet
in diameter, inclusive of the corridor. In the centre of each of
its eight sides is an arched doorway, and on either sides of the
doorway there is a niche about 2 feet high. Over the arch
of the doorway is an arched opening. From outside, the dome
of the tomb appears to stand on a sixteen sided platform about
12 feet high, having on each of its angles a small minaret. The
dome which is built of stone and mortar, covered with plaster,
is about 16 feet high and is surmounted by a heavy
looking pinnacle of corrugated stone. Tbhe diameter of the
dome 1s the same as that of its necl, that is, about 24 feet. The
lower wall of the room is 7 feet deep ; inside the wall and
above the height of the doorways, is the labyrinth or
Bhalbholidn by which name the tomb is sometimes known.

The inside of the roof is vaulted ; over the octagonal
walls of the centre room, which are 32 feet high, the wulls are
sixteen-sided, containing sixteen arches, of which, originally,
every alternate arch was open. Above this the thirty-
twosided walls support the dome.

The stone monument which once covered the grave was
removed about 40 years ago, and is now to be seen In the
verandah of the tomb. I have not been able to trace the

. monument over the grave of Adham Khan’s mother, Miham
* Ankah.

e e M

e

The Tomb of Humayun—On the 11th of Rab’i I, 963
A. H. (21st January, 1555), Huméytn died at Din
Panéh® and was buried in the village of Kilokheri,
where his mausoleum now stands, H3ji Begam, his attached
and faithful wife, and the mother of Akbar, laid the founda-
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tion of this building whjch was completed in the year 973, A.
H. (1565 A. D.) or, according to some, in the 14th year of the
reign of Akbar, 977 A. H. (1569 A. D.) at a cost of 15 lacs
of rupees ; the best part of which expenditure ust have been
borne by the Emperor Akbar himself.

The Tomb of Huméyin may be regarded as the general
dormitory of the House of Timiir; for, although Akbar and
his three immediate successors are buried elsewhere, no other
mausoleum contains so many distinguished dead who be-
long to the Moghal dynasty. Round the grave of Hums-
yun are interred Haji Begam, hiz wife, and the companion
of his many troubles; the headless body of Dard Sheko, the
accomplished and chivalrous but ill-fated son of Shah Jahdn ;
the Emperor Muhammad, Azam Shéh, the brave but unwise
'son of Aurangzeb, who fell in battle against his brother
before Agra ; the Emperor Jahdndar Shéh, the grandson of
Aurangzeb, and his unfortunate successor, Farokhsir, who
was poisoned by his prime minister ; the youthful Rafi-ud-
darjith and Rafi-ud-daulah, each of whom in succession -
assumed imperial dignity only to relinquish it after an unim-
portant reign of three months ; and last, though not the least,
’Alamgir 11, who was assassinated at the instigation of his
prime minister, ’Imdd-ul-Mulk. Other royal princes and
princesses, and their attendants and retainers sleep close
to the illustrious few whose names are preserved in history.

In this tomb of the first hereditary monarch of the
Moghal race, the last Moghal Emperor of Delhi, Bahddur
Shéh, surrendered himself a prisoner to the British Govern-
ment after the rebellion of 1857. Here also were captured
the sons and nephew of Babhddur Shah, who were summarily
executed for murder and treason within sight of this
tomb.

The Tomb of Huméyin stands on the river Jumna, in the
centre of a high walled enclosure, which isentered on the west
and the south by two lofty tower-like gateways which add much
to the grandeur of the bullding...- In the middle of the eastern
wall of the enclosure is an unpretending low, flat roofed
room with eight doors and a verandah overlooki
the river ; in the middle of its northern wall stands a smgﬁ
building, on a 7 feet high platform ; it has an arched room in
the centre through which the water from a huge martello

rl
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tower shaped well behind the wall, fed the canals which
irrigated and adorned the garden.*

The walls on either side of the two gateways, and fully
half of the eastern wall, contain arched cells, which are
fairly high but not deep emough for permanent humar
habitation.

The gateways are built of grey stone, ornamented
with bands and bosses of red stone, and here and there, with
marble. The southern gateway has been converted into a
rest house ; masonry walls divide its centre arched room
from the side rooms, converting it into a comfortable
resting place for visitors.

In the centre of the garden is a stone and masoury
platform about 5 feet from the ground, 100 yards square,
with its corners cut off ; on this platform, at a distance of 23 feet
from its sides, stands a terrace about 20 feet high, 85 yards
square, with 1ts corners cut off like those of the platform. In
each ofthe four short sides of the terrace there is an arched
door leading into a mortuary cell and on each of its four long
sides there are 17 such arches ; under the ninth, or the middle,
arch there are steps which take the visitor to the top of the
terrace. The platform and the terrace are paved with sand
stone ; the roof of the terrace was at one time completely,
and now partially, protected by two feet high perforated
parapets of sand-stone ; the parapets on the river face of the
terrace were destroyed during the rebellion of 1857, The cells
in the Wallsaf the terrace have arched doorways which are
ornamented " with bands and panels of marble In the
centre of the floor of this magnificent terrace is the grave
of the Empetor Huméytin, and those of his widow, his
infant daughter, of some of his descendants, and of others who
were true in their allegiance to the Timir dynasty. On the roof
of the terrace are certain monuments, the most remarkable of
which are those of the Emperor, his widow, and of such of his
descendants who either succeeded to the throne or were close-
ly related to him. Of these monuments some are within the
eover of the mausoleum, and others are exposed to the sky ;

the former are of marble, beautifully carved and highly
polished.

* TIn 1825, Rishop Heber saw * one of the canals stil] i
poor to cultivate a little wheat,” stll i uee, aud helped the
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T doubt whether after the reign of Akbar, any burial took
place, within such close proximity to the grave of Humdyiin
as to come within the shelter of the tomb itself.

The centre room is a square of 45 yards; itis built
of red sandstone, and 13 ornamented with marble
bands which cut off the walls into panels, “The exterior
form of the main body of the tomb,” says Cunning-
ham, “ iz a square with the corners cut off, on an octagon with
four long and four short faces, and each of the short faces forms
one side of the four octagonal corner towers...In this
tomb we first see towers attached to the four angles of
the main building...Another innovation observable in this
tomb is the narrow mnecked dome, which was afterwards -
adopted in all the Mogul buildings.”* The tomb itselfisa
lofty square tower surmounted by a magnificent marble dome,
topped with a copper pinnacle which stands 140 feet from the
level of the terrace. ,Each of its four corpers is cut off so as to
admit an octagonal tower of four long and four short sides, and
between these towers, there are arches about 50 feet high.
¢ Over these arches, writes Franklin, the wall is raised about
14 feet to hide the shaft or cylinder on which the dome
stands ; in the four smaller sides, which are formed by cutting
off the corners of the square towers, a double range of arches
rises to the top; but here, instead of raising the wall whose
uniformity would destroy its beauty, a small pavilion crowned
by a dome is raised at each great angle. In the northern
arch of the building is a door which admits the visitor into
the room containing the marble tomb, corresponding with
which in the ground floor is the grave of Hum4ydn.”

The corner towers are two storeyed, and round these towers
and the centre room, in the upper storey, there runs a narrow
gallery, corresponding with which in the lower storey
are narrow passages. The centre room has two tiers of
arched windows ; the upper windows being smaller than the
lower onez.

* Mr. Beglar gives an amusing descripiion of the dome. “ The exterior of the
great central dome is of & peculiar, but not pliasing shape, it is pointed and resta
on a neck less in diameter than itsell. looking as if it were being strangulated.
Aocording to Captain Archer it is three-fourths the size of the dome of St. Panl's.
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“The four great arches of this room,” writes Franklin,
“ rigse about 20 feet in height. Above these, with the interven-
tion of a wide compartment,is another row of arches 16
feet high ; in the second tier, with the same space between, is
a square window with Jatdicg,work of white marble. The roof
is oval, being 80 feet in height and formed by the dome ; the
tomb is in the centre, 6 feet by 2, composed of a single
block of white marble. The floors and walls [ to the height of 6
feet] are of the same material; the doors and windows are
filled with open lattice work ; the recess of each of the
great arches is 14 foet deep, with inlaid pavement of variegated
‘warble.”

The inside of the dome was at one time enriched with
gilding and enamel ; and from its centre was suspended a
tassel of gold lace which the Jats fired at with their match-
locks, and succeeded in destroying ; the marks of the
bullets may yet be seen in some places.

The marble monument of Huméyun stands on 2 well polish-
ed floor of the same material, about 6 inches higher than the
floor of the room, and is paved with white marble ornamented
with narrow bands of black marble ; the rest of the room is
paved with white marble. ' The monument is shaped like a

_ [huge casket but bears ho inseription.

“ The rooms at the angles,” writes Franklin, ¢ are octagon,
21 feet in diameter, with arched roofs, 40 feet high ; the four
central rooms are 30 by 20, the floor and lower compartments
of the eight being; of white marble...there are eight rooms
above corrospy wedigl in size with those below.”

Of theworaet basement rooms those on the S. E. and
S. W, h‘aveigy' one entrance each ; they communicate with
each other through the arched entrance of the centre room ;
the doors of the corner rooms on the opposite side are in the
outer walls. There is no communication between them. The
floors of the corner rooms and of the room through which
the centre room is reached are of marble, orna-
mented with bands of red stone. In the walls of the eor-
ner rooms, there are steps leading to the top of the building,

to the gallery round the centre room and to the corner rooms
of the second storey.

The marble dome stands on a cylinder about 25 feet



THE TOMB OF HUMAYUN 207

high, decorated with the double triangle of the Masonic order of
the Royal Arch, having black stone medalions in the centre,
On every corner of the roof is a pavilion with masonry dome,
supported on eight stone pillars ; between these pavilions,
but only of the width of the main arches below, there are
small halls, with four stone pillars in front, supporting the roof.
Each of the halls on the east and the west has a small
room on either side, and in front a narrow verandah support-
ed on beautifully carved stone pillars. On the roof of the
hall, a little removed from the sides, there are two small open
pavilions on four pillars ; the front corners have 6 feet
high minarets. The eight angles of the roof are also ornament-
ed with eight minarets.

The college, which is on the roof of the tomb, was at one
time an instituiion of some importance, and men of learning
and influence used to be appointed to the charge of the place.
1t has, however, long ceased to maintain its reputation, and
for the last hundred and fifty years the once, probably, well fill-
ed rooms have been completely abandoned. Among the muta-
wallis of this tomb Mr Blochmann mentions Shaikh Husain
and Mauland Nir-ud-din Tarkhan ; it also appears, that on the
return of Haji Begam from Meces, she was put in charge
of the tomb of her husband, and on her death, s%e was buried
here under the north western corner room, where also was
buried an infant daughter of Hum4yin. There are three
graves under this room and three under the south-western
room, and twoeach in the north-eastern and the south-
western rooms. The monuments over the graves, which
are erected on the floors of the rooms algasgdescribed, are
of marble, On the western terrace of thé®je
graves, of which five are covered with marh
with masonry monuments, There isa solitaky
on the opposite side of the terrace, and it is the only one which
contains any record of historical yalue ; the inseription, how-
ever, does not say more than that it marks the grave of : “ San-
gi Begam, wife of ’Alamgir the Second, 1181.” The nameless
graves bear the well-known verse from the Qurdn which
aseribes eternal life to the Almighty and mortality to man.
I have in vain endeavoured to identify these graves; as au-
thorities on the subject, the Khidams of the shrine of Nizdm-
uddin, who ordinanly officiate as guides, are thoroughly un-
trustworthy. The popular impression is that the grave
nearest the steps on the north of the mausolenm is that of
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Dird Sheko, and in succession, on the same side, are those
of Jahdnd4r Shih and ’Alamgir I1.

In the south-eastern corner of the garden of this
mausoleum is a small tomb, the history of which is unknown,
According to Syud Ahmed Khdn, it was built in the year
1131 A. A. (1780 A. D)), but the learned Syud does not
give any authority for his opinion.

This tomb stands on an 8 feet high terrace, which is 76
feet square and is paved with red sandstone, The walls of the
terrace are built of red sandstone, The tomb itself is
40 feet square and about 72 feet high from the terrace
to the top of the dome. The roof of the tomb is not
accessible, there being no steps leading toit. The interior
of the tomb is 24 feet square and the inner walls are faced
with red sandstone. There is only one entrance to the tomb,
which, like the steps which lead to the top of the terrace, is on
the south. Each of the four sides of the tomb has in the
centre a deep recessed arch ; in the southern arch is the door
which is 8 feet high and 5 feet wide. The remaining three
arches are covered with red sandstone screens. On
either side of the big r arch, the wall is ornamented
with two shallow false es, one above the other. Over the
arched doorway and ombr each of the three screened arches,
there are open arched windows.

There are two marble monuments in the tomb, both
covered with engravings of verses from the Qursn ; one of the
monuments is ong, 2} feet wide, and 13 inches high;
the other is » 24 feet wide, and about 14 feet high.

On O ers of the roof are open domed pavilions
supported : r sandstone pillars, about 8§ feet high ¥the
domes 4re marked with the remains of encaustic tiles.
The dome of the tomb stands on a sixteen sided ecylinder, the
corners of which are ornamented with small minarets. The
dome is made of red and grey sandstone, striped with marble.
The tomb is built almost entirely of red and grey sandstone.

—
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Barah Palah.—This bridge is at a short distance to
- the south east of the southern gateway of Humdytn's tomb.
It was built by Miharban Agha, a eunuch of the Court of
Jahdngir, who also built the eastern gate of Arab Sarai.
According to a chronogram in the inscription on this bridge
it was built in the year 1021 A. H. (1612 A. D.), but General
Cunningham remarks, that as Mariner Finch saw the bridge
in 1611 A. D., it could not have been built in 1612, 1t is
a massive structure of stone and mortar and spans what De
Laét calisa branch of the Jumna ; 1n 1628 the road between
the bridge and the mausoleum was “a broad path shaded by
lofty trees,” consisting of only eleven arches. Although known
as Bdrah Palah or twelve arches, the bridge consists of only
eleven arches ; General Cunningham explains away this incon-
gruity by calling it Baroh Pul or the “ Great Bridge,”
while Lis assistant, Mr. Beglar, is hardly more satisfactory
when he ¢ would suggest that the name Bara Palla refers
to the 12 abutments or piers that support the 11 arches,
the word palle being often used to denote the abutments
of a bridge.” 1 have not been able to get any satisfactory
solution of this remarkable difference between an intelligible
name and its obviously inconsistiit fact ; buteven a wilder
explanation, than those already r'e‘d to, was given by the
villagers of the neighbourhood, a¥erding to whom ¢ bar”
means a great stream of water, and “pula” a bridge, If
we were to accept this explanation 16 would equally apply
to nine-tenths of Indian bridges during the rains,

The bridge is 361 feetlung, 46 feet wide and has a maxi-
mum height of 29 feet. The sides of ths, are protected
by heavy masonry walls; the walls e arches are
flanked by minars, about 10 feet high, =g ther side
of ¢very arch. On the second northern arch, ¥l highest point
of the bridge, stands a red stone wall, about €ight feet high
and five feet wide, containing an inscription.* The heavy

¥ # (3od is great,

1t wus]Owing to Jahdngir Shil, the son of Akbar Shih,

Whase justics is [like unto] the wind and mankind [lik2 vate] flowers ;
To his friends he is a crested chief like the Hoopon,

To his enemies he is ringed like a dove ;

Hind in his reign,

Was addressed by Istambol as ‘[T am] your servant,’

Hazrath Delhi is a garden,

Which has taken sweet odours from fowers ad golonr from wine ;

In the seventh year of his reign
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raing of last year damaged this arch and precipitated the
memorial stone into the niver. Measures, we hope, will be taken
to recover the inscription, and restore it to its proper place.
The road on the middle of the bridge is covered with
masonry, and on either side of itisa foot path of sand-
stone. Asalready stated, the second arch on the north is
the highest arch ot the bridge, and from here the arches
decline in height till they reach the road on the opposite
side.

The tomb of Naubath Khan or Nili Chhatri—
Naubath Khdn, an Amir of the time of Akbar, built this
tomb during his lite time, in the year 973 A. H. (1565 A. D.),
and was buried here after his death. Itis popularly known
as Nili Chhatri, from the fact of its dome having been origi-
nally ornamented with blue caustic tiles, It stands almost mid-
way between Purini Qilah and the tomb of Nizim-ud-din
Auli, and is built in an enclosure of several acres of ground.
The enclosure walls are visible here and there, but the
gateway is better preserved. It is about 25 feet square and
;l_)olt:t 24 feet high, inclusive of an embattled parapet 2 feet

igh.

_ Over the entrance of the tomb is the following inscrip-
tion ; the letters are of black marble, inlaid on sand stone :—
“ The eyes of Time did not see in this world

Sach a beautiful and lofty building,
Of knowledge, the date of its compﬁetion,

I asked, [it] repli?g,, It has] attained completion.”
Behind W’t woway is a small building with three

doors. On #lie bagk of this building is a high octagonal
terrace abowt; 6 feet from the ground and 79 feet in
dismeter. Tn the middle of the southern wall of the

terrace there are two flights of steps, on opposite sides;

Which was such [a time] that the Nightingale did not eomplain of the cruelties
of the flowers, ’

Miharbin Agh4, his special servant,

Chief of the King’s seraglio {[who) has knowledge of all [its] secrets,

%iltt, this bgidig): c;ut of a kindly feeling [to others],

at it might be of service to him on that bridge [in the day of nt,

1 asked for the date of this [building] from tlge igrmanint y of Judgument.]

The face [of the firmauent] looked like a full blown flower with joy.

1t said : ‘Take up your pen and write )

§He] built this bridge out of kinduess [Miharbén],

-~
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which lead to a landing on a level with the top of the
terrace. On the north-eastern and north-western corners
of the terrace there are two graves of masonry and stone,
and the ruins of several others are still visible. On each of the
four corners of the terrace are the ruins of a tower. In the
centre of the chabdtrah is the mausoleum of Naubath Khin,
which is an octagon 51 feetin diameter and about 34 feet high,
inclusive of the embattled parapet ; the whole of the tomb is
built of stone and masonry and ornamented with encaustic tiles
of four colours, viz, grveen, blue, yellow and orange. Verses
from the Quran may still be traced in the ornamentation of the
tomb. Inside, the roof of the tomb is domed and its eight arched
entrances are about 5 feet wideand 7 feet high, and over these
doorways are open arched niches. There are steps in the wall
of the room ; the first flicht of eight steps takes the visitor to
the level of the open niches over the doorways ; a second flight
of twelve steps leads to the top of the building. The roof of
the tomb is flat, but on its centre is an octagonal chabitrah
about 5 feet high and 30 feet in diameter, which supports
an octagonal chabitrah 23 feet in diameter, and about 2 feet
high. The second chabitrah bears marks of eight pillars, and
on these pillars was raised the blue enamelled dome which
gave its name to the tomb.

——

The Tomb of Khwajah Bagi Billah.— Baqi DBillah
was a native of Kabul; le arrived at Dellhi in the
reign of Alkbar, died ia the year 1012 A. H. (1603
A D) and was buried about half a mile to the
west of Modern Delhi.  He was a mamber of the Naksh-
bandi fraternity of holy men, and prelended to have
received the gift of “holy teaching” from the Prophet in a
dream ; the sanctity of this man may be judged
by the veneration shown to his grave and by the number of
those who have since been buried 1 this out-of-the-way and
barren spot. The grave of Baqi Billah is within an
irregular oblong enclosure of low masonry walls, contain.
ing several acres of ground and now completely covered
with the wusual bier-shaped tombs, some few of which are

built of marble.

The monument of Bag{ Billahis erected on two low plat-
forms : the first is about 24 feet square with an eightecu
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inches high sand-stone wall round it ; the second platform is 12
teet square enclosed by = foot high stone wall. On the latter
platform is a bier-shaped monument. At the head ot the tomb
is a wall in the form of three arches with small square noles for
lamps;in the centrs of the wall there are two niches for

offerings.

To the right of the grave is a flat-roofed mosue, with five
arched doors; the three ventre archesare large and lofty, the
side arches are smaller. In the side walls of the mosque the
windows are covered with screens of sand stone lattice work.

r

The Tomb of Shaikh Farid Bukhari —Within half a
mile of the Begampur{ Masjid is the tomb of Shaikh Farid
Bukhiri, better known, in the reign of Jahingir, as Murtaza
Khdn, of whom mention has been made in my account of
the fort of Salimgarh. Mr. Blochmann gives a  full
account of Shaikh Farid in his valuable notes to the Ain-i-
Akbari. Shaikh Farid entered Akbar’s service early in life,
and wasappointed Mir Bakshi ; on the death of Akbar, Shaikh
Farid supported the cause of Jahingir. He defeated Prince
Khusran on the banks of the Beds, and received from
Jahéngir the title of Murtaza Khan and the government of
Gujrat. He was subsequently removed from Gujrat and
appointed Governor of the Punjab, where he died in Puthdn
in the eleventh year of the reign of Jahdingir in the year 1025
A.H. (1615 A. D.) and was buried near the village of.
Begampiir.

The tomb, with about a hundred other such monuments,
stands ina small enclosure, now in ruins. The monument
over the grave of Farid Khan is built of marble ; it is about 7
feet long and 3 feet 8 inches wide and about 20 inches high.
At the head of the grave is a plain head-stone, 7 feet bigh and
20 inches broad, containing an inscription of some historical
value, According to Syud Ahmed Khan, Shaikh Fardd
died in the ninth year of the reign of Jahangir in 1033 A. H.
Mr. Blochmann corrects the Syud, and observes that instead
of the ninth year, 1033 A. H., it should be “in the eleventh
year or 1025.” Syud Ahmed Khan’s authority, the inscription,
1s to the following effect :—

“ 0 God ! Thou art pure and Lord [of all i

In the reign ot the Hazrath, the dvEeIler ]inm}.:g:a.n:l?sl?tal.

Jaldl-uddin Akbar Bidshah Ghazi, Shaikh Farid, son of the Syud
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Ahmed Bukbéri, was distinguished by the favours of the Hazrath
[the King] ; and in the reign of the just Naruddin Jabdugir
Badshdh, son of Akbar Badshdh, was dignified by the title
of Murtazd Khén, on the date * * in the 9th year of the reign
{of Jahdngir] corresponding with 1025 A, H., he received the mercy of
God.

Murtazd Khan, when he reached the, fpresence of the] Almighty

The realm of Immortality was opened to him;

The angels said ot the date {of his death]:

Q Lord: illumine bis soul with light.”

I believe the year of the Hijri is correctly given and
that the mistake occurs in the year of the reign, which should
be, as suggested by Mr. Blochmann, the eleventh and not
the ninth,

The Tomb of Fahim or Nili Burj.—Outside the
eastern wall of the wausoleum of Humdyio stands a tomb
with a damaged blue dome, which is called by some the
Barber’s tomb, but very prokably 1t belongs to Miyin Fahim
the faithful attendant of Khéan Xhindn, Abdir-rahim, and
is believed to have been built by Khan Khindn in the
year 1034 A. H. (1624 A D.). Before Mahibat Khin
imprisoned Khén Xhindn he tried to buy over Fahim ;
but Fahim would not play false and betray his master,
and fell fighting against Mahdbat Khin. Kbhin Khinan
commemorated the mewmory of his faithful attendant by
building over his remains a tomb which must have
been singularly beautiful, as it was ornamented profusely
with encaustic plaster and tiles and the narrow necked Mpo-
ghal dome is still covered entirely with encaustic plaster
of a deep blue colour.

The tomb stands on a platform or terrace, 108 feet
square and 5 feet high ; the building itself is an octagon
of four narrow and four broad sides, having a diameter of? 62
feet. Itis 70 feet high from the floor of the platform to the top
of the dome, exclusive of a red stone pinnacle of 6 feet. The
broad four sides of the octagon have four deeply recessed point-
ed arches with a door in each, and about 3 feat over the door
is a small arched window.- The narrow walls, on either
side of the arch, and the spandrels of the arch were all orna-
mented with foliage and other patterns; the narrow sides
of the octagon contain false recessed arches. The neck
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of the cylinder ‘'on which the dome stands is ornamented

with Jow arches all round. The monument over the grave -
is no longer in existence, and the tomb itself iz now used as a
cattle shed. X

The Torb of Khan Khanan—'Abdur-rahim, par excel-
lence the Khan Khidndn of Moghal historians, was the *
son of Bairam Khdn, the friend, companion, and general of
Huméyin ; his mother was the daughter of a Mewit
chief. Hestood high in Akbar’s favor and held high com-
mands under him ; he suppressed a formidable rebeilion in
Gujrat, conquered Sindh, and maintained the imperial prestige
in the Deccan under adverse circumstances till the close of the
reign of Akbar. Under Jahdngir, he experienced a turn of
fortune. Me was associated with Jahdngir’s son, Prince
Khiirram, but played false : he abandoned one cause to
join another ; was imprisoned by Mahdbat Khan, and sent,
under the order of the Emperor, to Delhi and thence te
Lahore, where he took ill and returned to Delhi only to die.
His life was such, thata history of it, says Erskine “ would b
a history of public affairs of the empire of Delhi during halt
a century ;" he died in 1036 A. H. (1626 A. D.) « with thy
highest reputation for talents, valour, generosity and~ .
learning.” ;

‘Within a short distance of the tomb of Fahim, and on |
the right of the road from Huméyin's Mausoleum to Barah
Palah is the tomb of Khin Khinan.

It stands on a terrace about 14 fect high and 166 feet
square, built of stone and mortar. Each of the four sides =
of the ierrace contains 17 arches, 14 of which are .,
recessed in the walls, while the rest open into rooms. On @i,
the south of the terrace there are 14 steps, which conduct
the visifor to the floor of the tomb. The tomb itself is an
octagon, with four broad and narrow sides 85 feet in diameter;
the narrow sides have two arches, one over the other, marking
the two galleries round the centre room and the roof over the
narrow sides is surmounted by an open domed pavilion ; the
broad sides consist of lotty recessed arches containing smaller

» ayches covered with sereens of stone, through one of which wa: -

the entrance of the centre room, From the top of the terrace tc
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that of the roof the tomb is 87 feet high, and from the roof to.
the top of the dome about 25 feet more. The tomb is now
in the occupation of the villagers who gamer here the crops of
the adjoining fields. During the premiership of ’Asfi-ud-
dowlah this tomb was robbed of all its marble, and it is now
in a disgraceful state of neglect. The dome and the walls
of the tomb have been stript of their valuable facings and are
new covered with grass and broken mortar, The monument
over the grave has also been robbed of its marble, and is
now indicated by a small heap of debris.

Lal Mahal. —The ruins known as such are within a short
distance of the village of Nizdm-uddin. Of the hisvory
of these ruins, we know nothing, but the opirion that they
belong to the Khilji Kings and very probably to ’Ala-uddin
has received the support of My, Campbell’s authority. There
is nothing palatial about these ruins; thirty years ago they
were more numerous, but red-stone having since risen in
value by the growing demand for it in the neighbourhood,
this neglected building has suffered from the ravages.of
plundering villagers. The ruins at present consist of 2 "domed
room, the dome of which was once supported by an open
four-pillared-pavalion on edeh of the four corners of the
building ; and of a large double storeyed pavilion “inthe
lower or basement storey of the main building,” writes Camp-
bell, “there are several arches of the shape always employed by
’Ala-uddin and which can be easily identified as his work. The
upper storey is composed almost wholly of red sand-stone
(whence the name of Lal Mahal) and is supported on pillars, se
as to form an open hall, Tt has the appearance of anumber of
small pavilions, covered with stepped and sloping roofs, group-
ed around a central dome, which is in section a true oval
pointed at the apex.” “The style of the ernamentation, of the
battlements, and ot the mouldings so strongly resembles that
in the Alai Darwaza at the Kutb that there can be no reason-
able doubt as to the two buildings having been designed
and built at the same period; and we have thus ample warrant
tor describing the Lal Mahal as the work of ’Ala-uddin.”

. The alterations made to these ruins belonged either to the
reign of Akbar or Jahangir, but whatever was once restored of
the original building is now in a state of complete ruia,
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- Lal Qil'ah or Qil'ah Mubarik or Qil'abh Shajahana-
bad.—After the battle of Panipat and the fall ofthe Lodi
dynasty, Babar, the first Moghal Emperor of Hindusthan,
ascended the throne at Agra, the then capital of the Pathan
Kings. On the death of Babar, his son Humaytn continued
to reside at Agra till his expulsion from India by Sher Shgh
in the year 1540 A. D, ; on his return to India in the year
1556, he fixed his head-quarters at Delhi where he died after
a short reign of &ix months, On the accession of his
son and successor, Akbar, Agra continued to be the capital
of the Moghal Empire and the government of Delhi was
entrusted to an Imperial Lieutenant. Jahangir succeeded his
father Akbar, and Agra still continued to be the seat of
Government. On the death of Jahdngir, his son Shih Jahan
ascended the throne of Hindusthan in the hall ot his
grand-father with great pomp and show. After & reign of
eleven years at Agra, Shilh Jahdn resolved to move the
Kcapital of his empire to Delhi. He paid several visits to
‘the city of Din Panah, and, with the help of Hindu
astrologers and Mubammadan Hakims, he fixed the site
of the present fort as that of his citadel, round which
he afterwards built Shdhjahanabdd, - the capital of his
empire and generally known to later historians as Modern
Delbi. On the 12th Zilhij 1048 A. H. (1638 A. D.), the
workmen assembled and laid the foundation stone of the
fort uander the superintendence of 'Izzat Khan, afterwards
(1057 A. H. 1647 A. D.) governor of Sindh, assisted
by Ostads Ahmad and Hira the chiefs of the work-
men. On the transter of 'Tzzat Khén from Delhi, the building
of the fort was entrusted to Alah Vardi Khan who raised the
walls all round 12 yards high, in 2 years, 1 month and 11
days. ’Alah Vardi was then appointed to a governorship, and
the work was confided to Makramath Khin who after nine
gea.rs’ labour, finished it in the 20th year of the reign of Shih
ahdn.  On the 24th of Rabi IT. of 1058 A. H. (1648 A.
D.) Shih Jahdn entered the fort through the gate facing the
river, and held his first Court in the Dewsn *Am.*

* Writing of Lal Qil'ah in 1663, Bernier gives the following description :—

It “is round or rather semicircular. It commands a prospect of the river,
from which it is separated by a sandy space of comsiderable length and width. On
these sands are exhibited the combats of elephants, und there the corps belonging
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The fort is an irregular octagon with its two lon
sides on the East (viver-side), and the West (city—side%
and the six smaller ones on the North and the South.
The circuit of the fort is not over a mile and a half, heing
about 3,000 feet long and 1,800 feet broad ; towards the river,
the wall is about 60 feet high ; is built against the bank, and
the buildings of the fort stand on a level with the top of the
wall presenting to the spectator, on the opposite side, a
splendid panorama both of the fort and the city of Shdh-
jahduabid. Botween the river and the wall, there is a
hich sandy bank which is seldom under water. On the land
side, the fort presents a grand view of lofty and massive red
sand-stone walls with a glacis and a deep ditch underneath.
“The walls tower to a height of 110 feet, of which 75 feet are

_above the level of the ground and the ditch ; the width of the

‘walls is about 45 feet at the base, and about 30 teet where

‘the embattled parapets stand; the ditch is 75 feet wide and

30 fuet deep. Of these walls, Bernier, who visited Delhi in
the reign of Aurangzeh, remarked, that they excelled those
jof the city in height, widtl and strength, “ Except on the
side of the river, the citadel is defended by a deep ditch faced
with hewn stone, filled with water and stocked with fish ; but
in my opinion,” continues Bernier, “ a baitery of moderate
force would soon level the walls with the ground. Adjoining
the ditch are large gardens, full of flowers and green shrubs at
all times, which, contrasted with the stupendous walls, produce
3 beautiful effect.” These gardens have disappeared ; but they
might have been seen in a neglected state before the mutiny of
1857. Two superb gateways, with barbicans in front, one in
the middle of the western wall, and the other ncar the south-

and the city entrances of the palace. From the level of the
grounds on which they stand, the gates are 110 feet high.

Besides the gates on the city side of the fort, there are two
smaller gutes, one, called the Khijri gate, under the
Musamman Burj on the river face of the fort ; and the other

to Omrahs or Lords. and those of the rajals or pagan princes, pass in veview
before the Sovereign, who witnesses the spectacle from the windows of the palace.
The walls of the citadel, and of their antique and round towers, resemble those
of the city, but being patly of brick an:i part!y of u red-stoue which resembles
marble, they have a better upearance.”

e
western corner of the southern walls of the fort, from the maie {
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on the north, leading into Salfmgarh. There are_two Khirkis,
wickets, one close to the Asad Bitir) on the south-eastern
corner of the fort, and the other on the north-ecastern side,
labout half way between the gateway to the north and the
Shéh Birj. '

The walls are surmounted by embatiled parapets and-
are ornamented with 21 small pavilions, 7 of which are round
,and the rest octagonal.

The citadel is believed to have cost 100 lakhs of rupees,
half of which sum is said to have been spent on its walls and
the other half on the buildings inside.

“The citadel,” writes Bernier, “which contains the seraglio
and other royal apartments, commands a prospect of the river,”
from which it was separated then, as it is now, by a sandy space
of considerable length and width. On these sands, Bernier
was once in danger of his life from the attack of an infuriated
elephant. '

!

[

The Lahore Gate.—The most frequented gate of the
Fort is entered from the Chdndn{ Chauk, the most
important street of Delhi. Aurangzeb protected the gate by
a barbican, for, while the gate itself faces the west, the entrance
to the barbican, which has a deep moat underneath, is on the
north. In front of the barbican of this gate, as in
that of the Delhi Gate, there was a  drawbridge, which
was re-placed with a bridge of stone and masonry, 52 feet
long and 27 feet wide, by Akbar II. who put up the follow-
ing inscription over the arch :

“0 ! The Indeperdent!

In the fifth year of the reign,
1226 Hijri,
1811 A. D.

During the reign of 2 king like vnto Jamshaid [in dignity}, Muham-
mad Akbar Bddshdh, Gh4zf, Sabib Qiran Sani, under the superin-
tendence of Dilawar-ul-Dowlah Robert Macpherson, Bahadur, Daler
Jang, this graceful building was erected.”

The barbican encloses a square piece of ground ; its
walls, with the embattled parapet, areabout 40 teet high ; on the
corners of the western wall are open pavilions with domes
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- surmounted by marble pinnacles. The entrance into the barbic-
an Is an arched  gateway, 40 feet high and 24 feet wide,
the top of which rises about eight feet above the enclosure
walls and is surmounted by an embattled parapet flanked
by two slim 10 feet high, minarets, all built of red
sand-stone,

The Lahore Gate is lofty and arched ; it is 41 feef high
and 24 feet. wide, contaius three storeyed rooms, andis
flanked by half octagonal towers, which also afford accom-
“modation to the residents of the fort.* The towers
. are surmounted by open octagonal pavilions; between
the parapets of the towers, is the parapet over the centre
of the gateway. Over the latter parapet is a row of seven
small open ornamental arches, about 3 feet high, of red sand-
stone ; over thisthere are seven minaturc marble domes cor-
responding with the arches, and the whole of this ornamental
balustrade is flanked by marble minarets, slim and tapering,
crowned with marble ornaments shaped like a lantern,
So far, the deseription of this gate applies fo the gate
on the southern side of the fort, known as the Delhi Gate,
and so called after the Delhi Gate of the eity which
faces the ruins of the Delhi of Sher Shih.

‘On entering the Lahore Gate, the visitor finds himself
under a masonry arcade about 230 feet long and about 13 feet
. wide, having ao octagonal court, about 30 fest in diameter
jn the middle, for the admission of light and air. On
the right and left of this little court, there are small gateways
which at one time led Tnto the most crowded quarters of
; the fort. Writing of this arcade, Bishop Heber calls it: “tle
noblest gateway and vestibule which I ever saw,” “a long
vaulted aisle like that of a Gothic cathedral entered through s
(Guthic archway, afine arched passage about 300 feet long.”
On both sides of the covered arcac{)e, there are 32 arched rooms
+ on a plinth about 4 feet high, occupied as shops and once
known as the Covered Bazaar, which may be seen now
as Bernier saw it about 200 years ago.

* They were occupied by the Commandant of the Palnce Guard before the
Matiny. The commandaut of the Palace Guard wasappoiuted in the year I811,
when ths favourite son of Akbar Il made a demonstration agaiust the life of Mr,
Seton, the then Resident of Delhi,
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The Nakar Khanah —Passing through the covered
bazaar of the Lahore Gate, the visitor entered a well kept
square about 200 feet long and 140 feet broad, surrounded by
a range of arcade dapartments where, in olden days, the Omrahs
had their quarters when on the King’s guard. On the south-
western corner of the square stood certain public buildings
where the Emperor’'s Nazir transacted business. In the centre
of the square was a tank, fed by a canal which divided the
square into two equal parts; on either side of the canal was
a wide road-way which followed the course of the canal from
north to south : going northward to the royal gardens and
southward to the Delhi Gate.® In front of the tank and
opposite the inner entrance of the Lahore Gate bazaar,
within an enclosure of stone railing was stood the Nakir
Khinah, or the Musie Hall, atwo storeyed red-stone building,
which, notwithstanding the alterations 1t has undergone to
meet the exigencies of a military garrison, continues much the
same as 1t was,

Neither the walls of this square, the tank, the public
buildings nor the stone railings of the Nakar Khdnah are now
in existence, T Between the entrance of the bazaar and the
Nakar khanah the ground has been cleared and levelled, and
there is nothing to mark the site ot the buildings which once
formed the right and left wings of the Music Hall of Shdh
Jahan, Five times a day the Royal band used to strike up in
this lofty Hall ; on Sundays the music was kept up almost
the whole day, “ because it was a day sacred to the sun ;” and the
same honour was paid to the day of the week on which the King
was born. Bernier who was “ stunned ” by the noise and found
1t unbearable at first, at last grew accustomed to * the royal
musi¢” and discovered grandeur, solemnity and even melody
in it. :
The Nakdr Khanah is built on a 3 feet high plinth
which is now extended from one end of the building to

* Bernier describes these streets as being raised about 4% feet from the ground
and about 4 feet wide in front of arow of arched rooms,— closed arcades "—
rupuing the entire length of thestreet. Heve the inferior officials used to trapsuct
business and the infertor Omyahs used to mount guard.

¥ The rooms, of the Nakir Khinah wereoriginally open; but now that the
buildihg is ocenpied as quarters for the officers of the garrison, some of the arches
have been closed with masonry walls.
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the other ; the arched gateway inthe centre of the building
is no longer used as such. The Music Hall 1s 100 feet long,
70 feet broad and 46 feet high, from the level of the floor to the
top of the roof, exclusive of the corner pavilions which may be
reckoned at another 10 feet from the roof, The gateway
s 29 feet high and 16 feet wide; on either side of it
arec  double-storeyed rooms, with arched doors; over
these roowms and the gateway a row of five rooms
with arched doors forms a sort of third storey to the
strucbure. There are steps in the southern and western
walls of the building leading to the rooms above. On
the north-western and the south-western corners of the
roof, there are square open pavilions each suarmounted by a dome
on four stone pillars, witha deep stone weathering under the
dome. The Nakir Khinah itself was a sort of gateway which
Jed into the courtyard of the Diwin ’Am, which will be
next described.

The Nakdr Khinah was also known as the Hathiapol, or
the Elephant Gate, a cireumstance which I have not been
able to reconctle with Bernier’s description of the elephants
at the palace gate, and the learned discussions which it has Ied
to. According to General Cunningham, these elephants
were put up “outside the Delhi gate of the c¢itadel,” and
he states this on the authority of Bernier himself ; Mr. Keene,
who has also studied the subject with great care, is of opinion
that they “once stood outside what from the description
was probably the Lahore Gate, and not the *“Delhi Gate”
or main barbican of the Palace.” Both General Cunningham
and Mr. Keene appear to me to be labouring wunder a
mistake. Mr. Keene has simply no authority for his
statement. and Bernier's description does not justify that of
General Cunningham. “I find nothing retnarkable at the
entry of the palace,” writes Bernier, ““ but two great elephants
of stone, which are on the two sides of one of the gates;
upou one of thew is the statue of Jamel, the famous Raja
of Chitor and upon the other that of Patta, his brother, * *
These two great elephants, fogether with the two resolute
men sitting on them, do, at the first entry into this fortress, make
an impression of greatness and awful terror,” Bernier
does not mention the name of the gate, nor does he
describe the entrance of the fort, but of the palace ; his descrip-
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tion would better apply to the gateway kuown
as the NakirKhanih or Hathia-po!, rather than to the Delhi
or the Lahore Gate of the Fort. Again, Bernier's deseriptions
of the two ‘‘chief gates”’ are so far faulty that they jumble
together the features of the two gates, and the description,
therefore, is correct of neither. Uninterrupted tradition,
supported by the name of the locality, places the
elephants in tront of tho gate which was known after them a3
the Hathia-pol.

Franklin, who visited Delhi in 1793 and made enquiry
after the statues, was informed, that “they were removed
by order of Aurangzeb as savouring too much of idolatry, and
he enclosed the place were they stoed with a screen of red
stone which has disfigured the entrance.” I have not been
able to trace this information to any reliable source, neither do
I believe that the statues stood within the out-works of
either the Lahore or the Delhi Gate of the Fort. Native
accounts ascribe to Aurangzeb not only the removal of the
elephants but also their destructon, and judging from the condi-
gion in which one of them was discovered, buried under
the accumulated ruins of years, these accounts appear to me to
be trustworthy. I see no reason to question Bernier's statements
that the statues were made by Akbar, and it is not unlikely
that Shih Jahan brought them from Agra, where they
originally stood in front of the river gate of the fort. The
statues represented Jamel and Patta, two Rajput warriors
who held Chitor against Akbar. The elephants and the
figures who rode them were semi-colossal ; each elephant
carried two riders, the foremost probably represented the driver
and the second the Rajput chief; but whether itcarried more
than two figures I am wunable to say ; from the remains now
in the Delhi Museum ‘e can be certain only of two. The ruined
fragments of one of the elephants were discovered in the fort

and were successfully put up by My, Campbell in  the Queen’s
Gardens at Delln. *

* The follewmg in~eniption, engraved on the platform  over which the
elephant stands, is only pavtily true 1~

“ This etephant, a work of consrderable but wnkeown antiquity, was brought
from Gwalior and set up outside the south gate of his new palace Ly the Ewperor
Ehib Jabdo, A, 12, 1645, Removed theuce and broken iuto a thousand fragments

by the Euipeior Aurangzeb, it remained forgotten and buried underground for

ovre than o century and a hali, - i , .
‘i‘ ﬁ. ‘ib‘t‘;ﬁ:” ; half, sud notil, bavieg been recovered, it was set up her-,
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The statues of Jamel and Patta may be seen in the
verandah of the Museum, and the two muvilated trunks
lying beside them may probably belong to those of the elephant
drivers.

Through the gateway of the Nakir Khanah you
passed into the courtyard of the Hall of Public Audience—
the renowned Diwin ’Am. The impressive ceremonies,
which were observed on State occasions in the Court of
the Grand Moghal commenced here. Underneath the arch
of the Nakdr Khinah gateway none but Princes of the
blood royal could pass mounted ; ambassadors, ministers,
and grandees of the highest dignity, alighted here and
walked on foot. Even in the last days of a subsidised
Moghal Emperor, this entrance was jealously guarded, and
when Mr. Francis Hawkins, Resident at Delhi, ( gentle-
man whose energy went far beyond his discretion) wasremoved
from Inis appointinent, the most serious charge preferred
against him  was, that he had violated the sanctity of
the royal palace by riding under the gateway of the Nakir
Khanah.

Diwan ’Am, or the Hall of Public Audience :—The
court witlin which this splendid hall once stood was about
550 feetlong and 300 feet wide, its walls contained arcaded
apartments, in deseribing which Bernier remarks, that they
were not unlike the Pulcus Royed, but “ with this difference,
however, that the arcades of the Dewdin ’Am have no
buildings over them. Each arcade is separated by a wall, yet
in such a manner that there is a small door to pass from one
to the other” The rooms were two deep, raised about 31 feet
from the ground, and were occupied by officers of the Court
and Omrahs on duty. The rooms occupied by the latter
were gorgeously got up on grand oceasions; the pillars were
covered with rich brocade, and the arches were hung with
tapestry of silk and velvet of great beauty. The walls of
this court were levelled with the ground after the Mutiny
of 1857. Wlhere the great hall now stands was the centre
ot the eastern wall of the court. On the right of the hall
was a gateway which led into another court ; on its left were
certain houses belonging to the heir apparent, which disfigured
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this grand court by their inappropriate presence, but with
the rest of the court these additions of later years have also
disappeared.

The hall itself, although robbed of its gilding and stucco,
is yet a magnificent structure. It is built throughout of
red sand-stone, and stands on aplinth fully 4'eet irom the
ground, 80 feet long and 40 feet broad ; from the platform to
the top of the roof, notincluding the corner pavilions, the hall
is about 30 feet high. It is open on three sides, and the
fourth side is & wall. There are two pavillions on the front
corners of the roof of the hall, which resemble those on the
Nakér Khdnah. The roof is flat and 1s set-off by a deep
stone weathering on the three open sides. The inside of the
hall is divided info three rows of seven compartments each :
each of these compartments is formed by four pillars, about
6 feet apart, supporting scalloped arches and ranging from the
back-wall to the front of the building. The facade of the
hall is formed by a row of ten magnificent columns with
arches as above. The roof is supported by these arches
resting on pillars as already described. There are steps on
each of the three open sides of the Hall ; five steps in front,
and seven on each of the two sides. About 21 feet of the
centre of the back-wall is faced with marble and inlaid with
stones of different colours, representing trees, flowers and
birds. 1In front of this is a marble platform, about 8§ feet
high and 7 feet square, on which stands a marble canopy,
beautifully inlaid with coloured stones representing flowers
and fancy scrolls, embellished with ornamental pendants like
cones and supported by four inlaid marble pillars surmounted
by pinnacles. The sides of the marble platform are ornament-
ed with embossed wreaths of tendrils and flowers. The
marble canopy and its platform do not extend over the whole
breadth of the marble wall ; on either side of the platform,
and on a level with the marble canopy, are two heavy marble
brackets which were used as seats for the King's personal
attendants. In front of the canopy, there is a massive four-
legged marble stand, about 3 feet high, 7 feet long, and 4
feet wide. Allits inlaid ornamentations are gone. Petitions
intended for the King were presented to him by the
Vazir from this marlle stand. Round the three open’ sides
of the canopied throne there was a railing of plated-iron,






4



DIWAN AM, OR THE HALL OF PUBLIC AUDIENCE. 225

which enclosed the place reserved for the grandees of the
Empire ; this enclosure was about 40 feet long and 30
feet wide.

From the following description of the Diwdn by Bernier,
the reader will learn its history during the most glorious
days of the Moghal Empire :—

“It is a great and stately hall, with many ranks of pillars high
raised, very airy, open on three sides, looking to the Court, and having
its pitlars acd ground painted and guilded. In the midst of the wall,
which separates this hall from the seraglio, there is an opening, or a
kind of great window, high and large, and so high that a man cannot
reach to it from below with his hand. There it 18 where the King
appears, seated upon his throne, having some of his sons on his sides and
some euwnuchs standing, some of whom drive away the flies with peacock’s
tails, others fan him with great fans, others stand there ready with great
respect and humility for several services. Theunce he sees beneath
him all the Oomrahs, Rajas, and Ambassadors, who are also all of them
standing upon a raised ground encompassed with silver rails, with their
eyes downwards, and their hands crossing their stomach; somewhat
further off he sees the man-sebdars, or lesser Oomrahs, which are also
all standing in the same posture and respect as the Oomrahs do; and
somewhat further off, in the remaining part of the hall, and in the
Court, he sees a great crowd of all sorts of people. For there it is
where the King, every day about noon, giveth a general audience to all,
which is the reason that this great ball is called Am-Kas, that is, place
of audience, or a place of meeting common to great and small.”

Its history, before the disasters of the Indian Mutiny,
will be found in the following extract from Mr. Beresford’s
Guide to Delhi :—

“ It i3 2 large hall open at three sides and supported by rows of red
sand-stone pillars, formerly adorned with gilding and stucco work. In the
wall at the back is a staircase that leads up to the throne, which is
raised about ten feet from the ground, and is covered by a canopy sup-
ported on four pillars of white marble, the whole being curiously inlaid
with mosaic work ; behind the throne is a doorway by which the Em-
peror entered from his private apartments. The whole of the wall
behind the throne is covered with mosaic paintings, in precious stones,
of the most beautiful flowers, fruits, birds and beasts of Hindostan.
Most of them are represented in a very natural manner., They were
executed by Austin-de-Bordeaux, who, after defranding several of the
Princes of Europe by means of fslse gems which he fabricated with
great skill, sought refuge at the Court of Shah Jehan, where he made
his fortune and was in high favour with the Emperor. Tn frout of the
throne, and slightly raised above the floor of the hall, is a large slab of
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white marble, which was form‘erl richly inlaid with mosaie work, of
which the traces only now remain.’

In the midst of the mosaic paintings in the wall, on the
pack of the throne, the Frenchman was permitted to introduce
himself in a picture, also in mosaic, representing a long yellow
haired youth, Orpheus, playing upon the violin, seated upon a
rock beneath a tree with a lion, a hare and a leopard charmed
to rest at his feet, The whole picture was 8 feet bigh, and
precious stones were used in the colouring of its subjects,
{t was taken to England in 1857 by an officer of the Delki
Field Force, and may now be seen in the Indian Museum
at South Kensington.

Of what was done in front of this Hall, when the Emperor
sat here in State, the following deseription s given by that
amusing and intelligent writer, Bernier :—

“ During the hour that this audience ceremony continues, a certain
number of the royal horses pass before the throne, that the King may
see whether they are well used and in a proper condition. The elephants
come nexi, their filthy hides having been well washed and painted ss
black as ink, with two large red streaks from the top of the head down
to the trunk, where they meet. The elephants are covered with embroi-
dered cloth; a couple of silver bells are suspended to the two ends of a
massy silver chain placed over their back; and white cow-tails from
Great Thibet, of great value, hang from the ears like immense whiskers.
Two small elephants superbly caparisoned, walk close to these colossal
creatures, like slaves appointed to their service. As if proud of his
gorgeous attire and of the magnificence that surrounds him, every ele-
phant moves with a solemm and dignified step; and when in front of
the throne, the driver who is seated on his shoulder, pricks him with a
pointed iron, animates and speaks to him, nntil the animal bends one
knee, lifts his trunk on high and roars aloud, which the people consider
as the elephant’s mode of performing the faslvm or usual reverence.

Other animals are next introduced ; tame antelopes, kept for the
putpose of fighting with each other ; nilgaius, or grey ogen, thai appear
to me to be a species of eik ; rhinoceroses ; large Bengal buffaloes with
prodigious horns which enable them to contend agaipst lions or tigers;
tame leopards, or panthers, employed in hunting antelopes; some of the
fine sporting dogs from Usbee, of every kind, and each dog with a small
red covering; lastly, every species of the birds of prey used in field
sports for catching partridges, cranes, hares and even, it is said, for

hunting auntelopes, on whom they pounce with violence, beating their
heads and blinding them with their wings and claws, ’ ¢
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. Besides this procession of animals, the cavalry of one or two Qomrahs
frequently pass in review before the King; the horsemen being better
dressed than usual, the horses furnished with iron armour, and decorated
with an endless variety of fantastic trappings.

The king takes pleasure also in having the blades of catlasses tried
on dead sheep brought before him without the entrails, and neatly bound
up. Young Oomrahs, mansebdars, and gourzeberdars or mace bearers
exercise their skill, and put forth all their strength to cut through the
four feet, which are fastened together, and the body of the sheep at one
blow.

But all these things are so many interludes to more serious matters.
The king not only reviews his cavalry with peculiar attention, but there
is not, since the war has been ended, a single cavalier or other soldier
whom lie has not inspected, and made himself personally acquainted
with, increasing or reducing the pay of some and dJdismissing others from
the service. All the petitions held up in the crowd assembled in the
"Am-Khés are brought to the king and read in his hearing ; and the per- -
sons concerned bein ordered to approach are examined by the monarch
himself, who often redresses at the instant the wrongs of the aggrieved
party. Onr another day of the week, he devotes two hours to hear, in
private, the petitions of ten persons, selected from the lower orders, and
presented to the king by a good and rich old man.”

The last Moghal Emperor who used this magnificent hall
or state pageantry was the unfortunate Farokhsir.

On the right of the Diwan’Am, in the middle of the
enclosure wall on that side, was an arched gateway through
which you entered a small square courtyard, which is no longer
it: existence and of which it is not possible to give the dimen-
sions. In the middle of the eastern wall of this square was
another arched gateway, smaller than that in its wes-
tcrn wall, which led into the courtyard of the Diwan Khds, or
the Hall of Special Audience. A red cloth awning was

stretched 1n front of this gateway which gave itthe name
of Lal Pardak, or the Red Screen.

Diwan Khas, or The Hall of Special Audience.—The
courtyard which the visitor entered through the Lal Pardah
was barely a fourth of that of the Diwin *Am. The
next court was about 210 feet long by 130 feet. “ A ver
handsome and stricking Court,” writes Bishop Heber, “ with
low but richly ornamented buildings opposite a beautiful hall of
white marble.”  On the eastern wall of thisenclosure stands
the Diwan Khés; near its northern wall are the DBaths of
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Shah Jahdn and the Mot{ Masjid—Pearl Mosque—of Aurang-
zeb. The western wall of this court was formed by the back.
wall of the court just described, and on thé south were the
walls of a series of apartments belonging to the seraglio and
the Rang Mahal.

On a marble platform about 4} feet high, 240 feet long
and 78 feet wide, stands this hall, about the finest building
of ifs kind in India. It is simple in form and
construclion, being a large marble pavilion. “ If not the
most beautiful,” says Fergusson, *“ certainly the most highly
ornamented of all Shah Jehan's buildings.” The hall is about
90 feet long and 67 feet broad, having a flat coned roof sup-
ported by scolloped arches resting on thirty-two pillars in
double files. Of these pillars 24 are 4 feet square and the re-
maining eight are 4 feet by 2. The eastern wall of the hall, to
the extent of two arches, 13 covered with a marble screen. The
platform on which the hall stands, as well as the hall itself,
18 of white marble. On each of the four corners of the roof is
an open square pavilion, with a dome surmounted by copper
gilt pinnacle resting on four pillars,

The hall is an oblong in shape ; the pillars on the short
sides.of the hall are narrower than those on the long sides,
but in richness of decoration, they yield nothing to the other
pillars, Ofthe outer pillarsonly the three inner sides are
decorated ; the inner pillars are decorated from the base to
the capital. Each pillar is divided into three panels, the
lower two being about equal, and the wupper is about
a third of the size of the lower panel. The lower panels repre-
sent flowers, and trees with long leaves ; the upper panel con-
tains inlaid fancy designs. The inner face of the arches, the
spandrels and the pilasters which support them, are profusely
decorated with flowers, leaves and tendrils in mosaic ; the
stones used for the purpose being green serpentine, lapis
lazuli, blue, red and purple porphyry.

Through the Diwin Khds ran a stream of water ina

marbie canql about 12 feet wide and covered with flags of the
same material.

. The inner room of the hall is formed by twelve
pillars; it is 48 feet long and 27 feet wide, and here
may yet be seenthe square marble platformn on which
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stood the world-renowned Peacock throne of Shdh Jahin,
Under the cornice of this room, and directly over the
corner arches of the narrow sides, in small oblong panels,
may be seen the famous inscription of 8’a-dd-ullah Khén, sup-
posed to be in the hand-writing of Rashid, the greatest caligra-
phist of his time: dgar Firdaus bar rue zamin  ast—hamin
ast to, hamin ast to, hamin ast: If there is a paradise
on earth, it is this, it is this, it 1s this. DBernier’s des-
cription of this hall is rather meagre: “the hall is, however,
very handsome, spacious, gilt and painted, and raised four or
five French feet from the pavement, hke a large estrade,
1t is in this palace that' the King, seated in a chair, his
Qomrahs standing round bim, grants more private audiences
to his officers, receives their reports and deliberates on impor-
tant affairs of state” The following description is taken from
Franklin’s contributions to the Asiatic Society of Bengal —

“On enteripg the third and last square, the Dewdn Khis, or hall
of Nobles,-bursts upon the view with all its splendour, forming the river
face of the Court, and raised ou a terrace four feet above the lovel of
the pavement; the whole building, inside or out, and the open terraces
and pavements, are of white marble; the roof is supported on thirty-iwo
square columbs, ornamented to the height of six feet, with rich inlaid
flower-work of red cornelians and other precious stones; the remainder,
as well as the cornices, being decorated with a profusion of golden orna-
ments. The hall is fifty feet by twenty-four, with an open verandah alil
round, ten feet wide; in this is a beautiful crystal, eighteen inches high
and four feet in diameter. IHis Majesty usually occupies a temporary
throne; the ceiling is of wood painted red, and richly decorated with
gold ; it was formerly encrusted with a rich silver foiiage inlaid with gold,
at the expense of thirty-nine lacks of rupees; the Mabaratas took it
down, and on sending it to the mint to be coiued, it produced twenty-
cight Jacks. On a compartment over the cornice on the outside are
these lines in the Persiau character, in letters of gold: “if there is as
Paradise on earth, this 13 it, 'tis this, ‘tis this” The roof is surmounted
at the angles with four pavilions; the ornaments of brass on the cupolas
being richly gilt. Oun State oceasions, the hall is adorned with an awn-
ing of scarlet cloth of gold, fastened by cotton ropes of various colours;
Kanauts or screens of the same description enclose the open terraces
which are forty-four feet by thirty-five; on oue side the terrace leads to
a painted room, through which the King retires to the harem ; on the
other to a small but beautiful mosque of white marble, with domes of
brass so richly giit as to give it the appearance of pure gold.”

The Peacock throne was broken up and all that was of
value in it was taken away by Nddir Sh4h after his occupation
of Delhi in 1739. Bernier, whosaw the throne in the reign
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of Aurangzeb, thus describes it, and the festive occasions when
1t was displayed to the world : —

“The throne was sapported by six massy feet, said to be of solid
gold, sprinked over with rubies, emeralds, and ~diamonds. 1 canoot tell
tell you with accuracy the number or value of this vast collection of
precious stones, becanse no person may approach sufficiently near to
reckon them, or judge of their water and clearness; but 1 can assure you
that there is a confusion of diamonds, as well as other jewels, and that
the throne, to the best of my recollection, is valued at four crores of
rupees. 1 observed elsewhere that a lac is one hundred thousand rupees,
and that a erore is a huandred lacs; so that the throne is estimated at
forty millions of rupees. 1t was constructed by Shah Jehan, the father
of Aurengzebe, for the purpose of displaying the immense quantity of
precious stones accumulated successively in the treasury from the spoils of
ancient Rajahs and Patans, and the annual presents to the Monarch
which every omrah is bound to make on certain festivals. The con-
straction and workmanship of the throne are not correspondent with the
materials ; but two peacocks, covered with jewels and pearls, are well
conceived and executed. They were made by a workman of astonishing
powers, & Frenchman by birth, who, after defraunding several of the
Princes of Europe, by meaus of false gems, which he fabricated with pe-
culiar skill, sought refuge in the great Mogul’s court, where he made hi+
fortune. At the foot of the throne were assembled all the omrabs in
spleadid apparel upon an estrade surrounded by a siver railing and
covered by a spacious canopy of brocade with deep fringes of gold. The
pillars of the hall were hung with brocades of a gold ground and flower-
ed satin ; canopies were raised over the whole expanse of the extepsive
apartment, fastened with red silken cords, from which were suspended
large tassels of silk and gold. The floor was covered entirely with car-
pets of the richest silk, of immense length and breadth, A tent, called
the aspek, was pitched outside, larger than the hall, to which it joined
by the top. It spread over half the court, and was completely enclosed
by a great balustrade covered with plates of silver. Lts supporters were
pillars overlaid with silver, three of which were as thick and as high
as the mast of a barque, the others smaller, The outside of this
magnificent tent was red, and the inside lined with elegant Masulipatam
chintzes, figured expressly for that very purpose with flowers so natural
and colours so vivid that the tent seemed to be en- compassed with
real parterres.

As to the arcade galleries round the court, every omruh had
received orders to decorate one of them at his own expense, and there
appeared a spirit of emulation who should hest acquit himself to the
Monarch’s satisfaction. Consequently all the arcades and galleries were
coveri[si”from top to bottem with krocade, aud the pavement with rich
carpets.

Tavernier. “that rambling jeweller, who hkad read
nothing, but had seen s0 much and so well,” valued the Pea-
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cock throne at “two hundred millions of livres,” but in spite
of the landatory accounts we have of this precious piece of
court furniture, it appears to me, that its best claim to fame
was its value, and that it did not pretend much to beaunty of
design or excellence in execution.

“ Mr. Beresford’s description of the throne is evidently
taken from native sources :—

“In this hall was the famous Peacock Throne, so called from ifs
having the figures of twc peacocks standing behind it, their tails being
expanded and the whole so inlaid with sapphires, rubies, emeralds, pearls
and other precious stones of appropriate colours as to represent life. The
throne itself was six feet long by four feet broad ; it stood on six massive
feet which, with the body, were of solid gold, inlaid with rubies,
emeralds and diamonds. It was surmounted by a canopy of gold,
supported by twelve pillars, all richly emblazoned with costly gems,
and a fringe of pearls ornamented the borders of the canopy. Between
the two peacocks stood the figure of a parrot of the ordinary size,
said to have been carved out of a single emerald. On either side
of the throne stood an umbrella, one of the oriental emblems of
royalty ; they were formed of crimson velvet richly embroidered and
fringed with pearls—the handles were eight feet high, of solid gold,
and studded with diamonds. The cost of this superb work has been
variously stated at sums varying from one to six millions of pounds
sterling. It was planuned and executed under the supervision of Austin
de Bordeaux, already mentioned as the artist who executed the mosaic
work in the ’Am Khds.”

During the reign of Akbar II. the son and successor of
Shdh ’Alam, the neglected state of this grand hall struck visi-
tors with surprise. Mr. Elliott, the Resident at Delhi, remark-
ed to Bishop Heber, that the ruinous state of the palace * was
not due to absolute poverty,” but that « the men had lost all
idea of cleaning and keeping in repairs” the memorials
of their departed glory. In the reign of Bahiddur Shah,
the son and successor of Akbar IT., matters got worse;
the Diwin Khés “ was full of lumber of descriptions,
broken palanquins, and empty boxes, and the throne was se
covered with pigeon’s dung that its ornaments were hardly
discernible.” Since the rebellion of 1857, the hall has been
carefully " looked after. The gilding has been very successfully
restored, and the wooden ceiling has been renewed with red
Ppaint and gilt in a very creditable manmner.

Btrange vicissitudes have befallen this imperial hall : it
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was the favourite resort of Shih Jahdn, who built it ; and
from here Aurangzeb issued his imperial commands which were
obeyed by his lieutenants all over the vast Moghal Empire.
After Nddir Shih had destroyed the Delhi Empire on the plains
of Panipat, it was in this hall of the Moghals that he exchanged
turbans with his vanquished host, Muhammad Shah,
and ted with his serviceable gagn for the be-jewelled
t4j O%J&I' the Emperor of Delhi. In 1760 the Diwén
Khés was despoiled by the marauding hordes of Satara,
and a quarter of a century later, the last independent
Moghal Emperor of Delhi, Shih ’Alam, was blinded here
by an audacious soldier of fortune. About twenty years
after this daring assault, the same sovereign received the
English General, Lord Lake, in his Hall of Special Audience
and thanked the British Government for his deliverance from
the hands of the French hirelings of Scindia. A little over
half a century after this event, in 1857, the grandson of Shéh
"Alam, as the titular King of Delhi, received the native officers
of the British Indian Army who had assembled here to offer
him once more the Empire of India. The Diwin Khas is
famous alike for the historical associations which surround

it, and for the elaborate decorations which once gave it the
fitle of a Paradise on earth. ‘

 ——

Hammam, or The Baths.—On the north of the Diw4n
Khés are the Royal Baths ; the two buildings are united by a
marble-paved floor about 46 feet wide. In the centre of the
southern wall of the baths, facing the Diwan Khiés, there is a
hall with three arched doors which is the recognised entrance to
the baths, On either side of this hall there are two rooms and
through the centre of the hall the visitor enters the baths,
which consist of three beautiful roomy apartments, paved with
white marble. The pavement throughout these rooms, the walls
up to the waist, “the reservoirs, and the vapour slabs were
originally inlaid with rare and precious stones of various
coloufs, representing flowers and branches, executed with great
taste,” There are three reservoirs for water in the apartment
which overlooks the river ; and in its eastern wall there is a
small marble balcony, on either side of which the wall is
pierced by a window covered with marble lattice work.
In the second apartment there is only one such reservoir, and
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in the centre of the third apartment there is a vapour
slab of great beauty. Behind this is the stove which used
to supply the bath with hot water; “ fountaing were placed in
the centre, with passages to carry the water into the different

.~ apartments,” and the light was admitted by windows of stained
glass,

——

Moti Masjid, cr the Pearl Mosque of Lal Qil’ah.—This
Masjid was built by Awurangzeb, in the year 1070 A. H.
(1659 A, D.) in the L&l Qila’h of Shgh Jahain at a cost of
160,000 rupees of the time; it is most exquisitely finished and
is built throughout of marble. It was used as the private
ehapel of the Emperors of Delhi, and was damaged by a gun-
shot during the mutiny of 1857, but has since been repaired
with great success. Though very small, it is about the pretijest
building of its kind in India, The entrance of the mosque is &
small marble gate-way having two doors as right angles to each
other. The court of the mosque, which is 40 feet by 35 feet, is
paved with marble and enclosed by walls about twenty feet
high ; the outer face of the walls is covered with red sandstone,
and the inner with marble ; they are divided into broad panels,
and ornamented with pilasters surmounted by beautiful marble
minarets.

In the northern wall of the enclosure there is a passage
intended for the use of the ladies of the Imperial household who
attended prayers at the mosque. In the centre of the court
there is a marble tank, about ten feet by eight, which was filled
by the canal which once flowed through the garden of Haiy4t
Baksh,

The body of the mosque is about 40 feet by 30 teet ; it is
about 25 feet high from the floor to the roof, and about
12 feet miore from the roof to the top of the centre
pinnacle. It is entered through three low but very pretty
scalloped arches, raised by four steps infront; the plinth,
which ig very elegantly inlaid with black marble, is about
3% feet high; the four pillars which support these arches have
polished shafts and engraved basesand capitals. The side
arches are about eight feet wide, while the centre arch is about
double their size ; behind these arches there is another row of
three arches supported by elegant pillars, thus giving the
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mosque a set of six rooms in two rows. In the back
wall of the mosque are the usual arched recesses, one in each
room; the centre arch is decper and wider than those
on its sides, The arches in front are flanked by small
minarets, and over each of the side arches is a mrarble
ledge. The parapet over the roof is marrow but orna-
mented ; that over the centre arch is arched; those on the
two sides areflat. The domes are of white marble and boldly
ribbed ; they are more bulbous than the domes of earlier Mo-
ghal buildings, and are surmounted by richly copper-gilt
pinnacles,

e

Tasbih Khanah, Khwabgah and Baitak —Correspond-
ing to the Royal Baths, and on the south of the Diwan Khds, is
a suite of rooms, built throughout of marble and divided into
two equal parts by the marble canal already described. Be-
tween these rooms and the Diwin Khis, the pavement is of
marble and is about 46 feet wide.

The Tasbih Khanah, Khiwbgah and Baitak form one
building ; the former consists of a row of threerooms facing
the Diwan Khds ; a second row of three rooms behind this is
known as the Khidwbgah and the adjoining hall, which is
about half the width of the Khiwbgah, was indiscriminately
called the Baitak or the Toshih Khanah. The three apartments
together may be equal in size fo the Diwin Khis. There is
nothing particular to notice either in the Tasbth Khdnah or
the Baitak; the Khiwbgah, however, deserves more than
passing atfention, As already stated, it is the mname of the

rooms in the centre of the building; the mid-
dle room is about 45 feet by 18 feet, those on its east and on
its west are about half its size. The three rooms communi-
cate with one another through arched doors in the centre room ;
the walls were at one time inlaid with precious stones
which were pillaged by the attendants of the court and have
recently been repaired with great success. In the
northern and the southern walls of the centre room there are
:;Mdo?m egv:_red w;tﬁ; ma.rblt; ﬁens, and under the arches

ereare Inscriptions of historica e—thework of S4’ad-ullah
. Kbdn, the Wazir of Shih Jahan. On the outer eastern face. of
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the door of this room there is another inseription, which is also
said to be the work of the same author.*

On the northern screen of the centre room, there is an
embossed symbolical representation of justice : the scales of
justice are held over a crescent, in the midst of stars rising out
of clouds.

* [ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE INSCRIPTION oN THE SOUTHERN ARCH.]
- God is Great.

“ God is holy ! how beautiful are these painted mansions and charming residen-
ees.  [They are a ] part of the high heaven. I may say the hlgh-soul_ed augels are
desivous of looking at tnem, If people from different parts and divections [of
the world]should come | here] to waik round them as [they walk] vound the old house
[Kabah), it would be right ; or if the beholders of the two worlds should run to kiss
their hizhly glorious threshold as [they kiss] the black stone [of Kabah), it would be

weaper, The commencement of this great fort, which is higher than the palace of the

euvens aud is the envy of the wall of Alexander ;and of this clegan® cdifice : and of
the garden of Haiyat Baksh, which is to these buildings as the soul i3 fo the body,
and the lamp to an assembly ;and of the pure canal, the limpid water of which is
to the person possessing sight as a wmirror and to the wise the unveiler of the ze-
cret world ; and of the water-falls. #ach of which you may say is the whiteness of
the morning, or a tallet of sccret taken from the Table and the Pen [of Fate); and
of the playing fountains each of which is a clont of Iight.

[EXGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE IXscuirm: w ¥ ¥IIF XCLTRLEN ARCH.]

lising to meet the inhabitants of heaven and ruining brieiit pearls to veward the
ichabitants of the earth ; and of the tauk, full of the water of life, [aud] owing to its
parity the envy of the light and the sun, was announced on the 12th Zilhif in the
12th holy year of the ascension, corresponding te 1048 A, H., the tidings of happiness
to mew. The completion “of it atthe expense of 50 lacs of rupees, by the power of
the ble<sed foet of the sovereign of the earth, the Lord of the world, the originator
of these buildings, Shébabuddin Muhamniad, the second lord of felicity, Shih Ja-
hin the victorions Empercr, opened ou the 24th Rali-wl-Avval in the 21st hlessed
)'earl' cal:rf the ascemsion, corresponding to 1038 A. H., the door of blesing to the
world.

[ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE VERSES ON THE WALL.]

May the Emperor of the world, Shih Jahdn, by his good fortune, the second
lord of felicity, live magnificently for ever in his Kingly palace as the sun[lives]in
the sky. May the palace of his good fortune touch the highest heaven as long as
this building cannot stand without a foundation. Wonderfully charming is this
adorned palace, being like a paradise adorned with hundred beauties, Greatness
is like a text from the Seriptures in its praise. Blessedpess is in the embraces of its
hall [word missing.] Whosoever with sincerity bows down to it, his honor increases
like that of the river. When time erected this palatial hall, it set a mirror before the
face of the sun, The face of its wall is'so decorated, that it demands from the pain-
ters of China a tribute. Time has stretched its hands of protecticn over it ; the sky
borrows its height from it. In its river-like fountaina and tanks the skv washes its
face with the water of the earth, Tt being the seat of the first of Eings, it is the
King of all other buildings.”

I am indebted for the translation of these three inscriptions to LAl4 Pydre L4,
Curator of Government Books, Lahore, .
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Musamman Burj—Adjoining the eastern wall of the
Khwibgah, and overjooking the river, is the domed balcony
with which Bernier, who however had never seen it, was so much
charmed. It is an octagonal room surmounted by a dome,
which was once cased in coppergiit, and is now covered
with lime plaster. Three out of the eight sides of this room
are cut off by the Khwdbgah, and of the remaining five
sides which overlook the river, four are covered with marble
screens ; in front of the fitth, which is the middle of the
Barj, there is a small covered balcony which was added by
Akbar I1. who also engraved two inscriptions under its arches®

“The Eunuchs,” says Bernier, writing of the Mussamman
Burj, “ speak with extravagant praise of a small tower, facing
the river, which 1s covered with plates of gold in the same man-
ner as the towers of Agra ; and its azure apartments are de-
corated with gold and azure, exquisite paintings and magni-
ficent mirrors.”

Rang Mahal—Is now occupied as the Mess-room of
the officers ot the European regiment quartered in the Fort.
It is an oblong building, with a flat roof and arched doors in
the style of the Diwin Khis. The roof is protected by
a plain parapet, and, on each of its four corners, thereis an
open square pavilion supported by four stone pillars, With
the exception of the inner walls of the rooms, which are, «“ up to

* [EXGLISIL TRANSLATION OF TUE FIRST INSCRIPTION :)
On the face of 3Tnasavaan Barg Lailt anew.
Hueh a sent that the sup aml the maon turned their eves fo it
Sayyal-ul-3hird was orderad to ascertain its date,
[Iu order] that the black record may remain on the white [grownd],
The Savvalwive fhe date of the buibling in the following sentence :
Lot thas he s sost with an exalted fonadation [the work] of Akbar Shah.
Eratee aud thankiulness are worthy of the Lord of the world,
Who bax tade a Kiog of the age, of such an Emperor 3
an who i9 desconfuld from o roval father sl zreaud father, [even] from Timir.
The protector of uekind, the dweller in sky-like mansions ; [the master] of

atar-like soldine ;
Miin-wddin Abd-uhasor Akbar, Ghazd,
Kiag of the warld ; congueror of the age ; shadow of God.
{EXGLISH TRANSUATION OF THE SECOND FSSCRI PLION:—]

%Thou who has] fetters on your legs, and a padlock on vour heart, beware !
{ ou]wv::xge eyelids art sewn up, and whose feet are deep in the mire,
‘Thow art boaad towards the west ; but thon hast tn

roerd thy face to the enst ;
O Traveller ! Thou hawt turned tlfy back on thy destir(lati.:s:, ﬁ“f;e !e o
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the waist,” covered with marble, the building is constructed of
grey sandstone. The deep stone ledge under the roof, which
15 common to the other buildings in the Fort, is not missed
here.

Asad Burj-—Is a tower on the south-eastern corner of
the Fort and is now occupied by the officers of the garrison.
When Harnith Chela attacked Delhiin 1803, and Ochteriony
wade his gallant and successful defence of the place, this Biirj
}vims wuch damaged, but was repaired at the expense of Akbar

Shah Burj—Ts the last of the three important towers
of Ldl Qil'ah. It stands on the river, at a short distance on
the north of the Hammam and not far from Fort Saliinghar.
It 1s three-storeyed, and presents a fine view from the opposite
side of the river. In 1784, Jawin Dakht, the eldest son of
Shih Alam, made his cscape from this Birj by a ladder
of turbans, and eluded the vizilance of bis father’s ministers,

Lal Qil'ah in the reign of Aurangzeb.-—1I praceed to give
a short account of the citadel of Shih Jahin during the reign
of Aurangzeb, when it might De said to be in the height of its
alory.  For purposes of security, Auranzzch built a barbican
bufore cach of the two main gates (Labore and Delhi) of the
fort: and he added to the marble buildings of the citadel the ox-
quisite mosque, known as Mot{ Masjid. Since then, nothing hag
been added to the Lal Qifah which did not detract from its
glory. 1 purpose to describe the interior of the fort before
negleet and despoliation had done so much towards its ruin.
Enteringthe fort at the Lahore Gate.you passthrough a covered
vestibule in the centre of which tliere 15 a large sky-light,
and on either side of it there were two narrow lanes, at right
angles to the vestibule. The lane on the rizht of the visitor
led into a garden beyond which there were two Dlocks of
buildings, the onestretching southward towards the Delli Gate
forover 300 yards, and the other from the western wail of the
fort towards the east for about 150 yards. These huildings
were occupied by minor officials, cither as private residences or
tor the discharge of public business. To the left of the visitor
the lane led into a broad strect, from which branched off other

[
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lanes and cross-lanes, towards the northern wall of the fort ; the
whole of the ground here was covered with buildings
which were used as Iniperial workshops, and which
Bernier describes in one of his letters to Monsieur de la Mohte
le Vayer :—*“ Large halls are seen in many places, called Kar
Khinahs or workshops for the artisans. In one hall, embroi-
derers are busily employed, superintended by a master. In
another, you see the goldsmiths ; in a third, painters;in a fourth,
varnishers in lacquer ; in a fifth, joiners, torners, tailors and
shoemakers ; in a sixth, manufacturers of silk brocade and
those fine muslins of which are made turbans, girdles with
golden flowers, and drawers worn by females, so delicately
fine as frequently to wear out in one night. * * The artisans
Tepair every morning to their respective Kdr Kh4nahs, where
they remain employed the whole day; and in the evening re-
turn to their homes.” Walking down the vestibule, due east,
the visitor entered tlie court-yard of the Nakdr Khanab ; in
the centre of the eastern wall of this enclosure was the Na-
kir Khanah, while the courtyard itself was divided info two
small squares by a road which ran from north to south. To the
south, the road extended to the Delhi Gate of the fort, and to
the north into the garden so well known as the Meht4b Bigh,
and thence to the mnorthern wall of the fort. ‘This
road was fully 700 yards long and is thus described by Ber-
nier,—the reader, however, should bear in mind that
Bernier's description refers specially to that portion of the
road which exztended from the court of the Nakir Khéanah
to the Delll Gate,

* The other principal gate of the fortress also conducts to
a long and tolerably wide street, which has a divan on both
sides bordered by shops instead of arcades. Properly speaking,
this street is a bazar, rendered very convenient in the sum-
mer and the rainy season by the long and capacious arched
roof with which it is covered. Air and light are introduced
by several large and round apertures in the roof”

Through the Nak4ir Khinah, the visitor had access to the
court-yard of the Diwén ’Am. To the north of this was the

imperial kitchen, and further north again were the gardens of
Mehtib Bigh and of Haiyst Baksh. B N -
ther branch of the canal y . eyond this was and

» which ran due east, to the Shdh
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Burj, and from here to the northern wall of the fort
the ground was occupied by the imperial stables. To
the south of the Diwdn *Am, there were a series of Mahals be-
longing to the imperial seraglios, and the residences of the no-
bles of the Imperial Court, which stretched o the south-
ern wall of the fort. “ Besides these two streets,” writes Ber-
nier, ‘the citadel contains smaller ones both to the right
and to the left, leading to the quarters where the Omrahs
mount guard during four and twenty hours in regular rotation
once a week. The places where their duty is performed may
be called splendid, the Omrahs making it a point to adorn
them at their own expense. In general, they are spacious
divans or alcoves facing a flower garden, embellished by small
canals of running water, reservoirs and jets d’ean.” Of the
seraglio, which Bernier had not seen, the following deserip-
tlon occurs in his Travels : “Youmust be content therefore
with such a general description as I have received from some
of the eunuchs. They inform me that the seraglio contains
beautiful apartments, separated, and more or less spacious and
splendid, according to the rank and income of the females,
Nearly every chamber has its reservoir of ranning water at
the door; on every side are gardens, delightful alleys, shady
retreats, streams, jets d’eau, grottoes, deep excavations that
afford shelter from the sun of day, lofty divans and terraces
on which to sleep coolly at night. Within the walls of this
enchanting place, in fine, no oppressive or inconvenient heat
18 felt.”

To the north-east of the Diwdn ’Am courtyard, was
an arched gateway through which the visitor entered a small
square, and through a gateway in its eastern wall he found
his way into the court of the Diwian Khds. To the north
of the courtyard are the Moti Masjid and the imperial baths,
and further north the garden of Haiydt Baksh, the
Shah Birj and the canal; beyond which again private dwell-
ings extended to the northern wall of the fort. Immediately
to the south-west of the Diwdin Khds and behind the
Diwin 'Am was Imtiiz Mahal, and Rang Mabal; and
to their south-—between the southern wall of the fort
and the walls of the two mahals—the ground was covered with
private mahals of more or less pretension,and at the corner of
this block of buildings was the Asad Burj. The buildings we
have just described form the river face of the fort.
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The general appearance of the interior of the fort was
much altered during the reign of Muhammad Shah, and after the
troubles which succeeded the massacre of Delhi by N4dir Shah,
this memorial of the most glorious period of Muhammadan
ascendancy in India, which the polished taste and the abundant
treasury of a vast empirehad called into existence, was permis-
ted to sink into ruin and decay. Squalid huts stood cheek and
jowl with royal apartments, while more pretentious, though
hardly less objectionable, buildings, the additions of later days,
filled up some of the open spaces which had served
to show to advantage those noble buildings with which
Shdh Jahan had adorned his capital. Disfigured walls,
pillars robbed of their ornaments, royal seats incumbered
with the dust of years, pavilions and towers dismantled
and in ruin, met the eyes of those who bad read and wondered
at the accounts which the curious travellers and the more

trustworthy writers of history had furnished of the Palace of
Shih Jahan.

One traveller in particular, Franklin, thus writes
of the desolation he witnessed in Lal Qilah : < The
remainder of the public buildings are in a rtuinous state.
The etiquette of the Court is still kept up, as much as possible,
8s 1t was in the time of Shdh Jahdn ; Eut, alas, how much
fallen, from the splendour and opulence which distinguished
that reign! Wood and some coarse karwa cloth have

gupplied the place of those pillars of gold and silver, that

ormely supported awnings of embroidered cloth or velvet
which went round every apartment, The ceilings of massive
silver gilt have made room for more modest ones of
puinted wood ; in short, every step one takes in the palace
shews what it was once and how fallen it is at present;
even tha very walls have not escaped the depredation of
mischievous_avarice ; they are of fine white marble (par-
ticularly in the garden) in most of the public apartments ;
inlaid with onyx, agate, and cornelians, almost leverywhere

the marbles have been picked for the small pieces of the
precious stones,”

After the mutiny of 1857, the fort was adapted to the

wantsof a European garrison. Two-storeyed barracks have
been built within the fort walls, and tge rooms over the
Lahore and the

Delhi Gates, the Nakir Khanah and
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the towers known as the Asad and the Shah Bidrj are occu-
pied by the officers of the garrison.*

Modern Delhi, or Shahjahanabad.—The city of Shih
Jahdn was founded ten years after the building of 1ts citadel,
or Lal Qilah, in the year 1058 A, H. (1648 A. D.) The
shape of the city is semi-circular ; according to others an irre-
gular quadrant, the rectilineal lines of which face the
east and the north, or, as Polier describes it, a bow
with the string towards the niver. About half of its eastern
face is formed by its citadel, and the circuit of its walls is
nearly 51 miles.t

Von Orlich calls the capital of Shih Jahin the ¢ Indian
Rome,” and dwells with admiration “ on the mosques, palaces,
pavilions, halls, gardens and mausoleums of the Emperors and
their consorts and the great men of the Empire.” Writing of
Shahjahinabad and its environs, Franklin remarks, that « the
best pointof view from whence the city and circumjacent
buildings and ruins appear to the greatest advantage is from
the 1iver Jumna, immediately m front of the palace, and
about three miles distant ; this spot commands in all directions.
The splendid ruins of the forts of Shere Shdh and Feroze ;
the mausoleum of Humdyoon raised on its noble terrace, and
towering above innumerable mosques, some with marble, others
adorned with enamelled domes ; the lofty pillar of the Kutb,
bounded by arange of bleak hills ; the uneven ground on
which the capital is built, the white aspect of its marble
buildings, the gilt domes, the magnificent walls and gateways
of red stone, broken by the towering height of the minarets
and domes of the Juma and Zeenut mosques, present views at
once interssting and magnificent,”

¥ Mr. Fergusson, in his invaluable History of Indian and Exstern Avchitecture,
indignauntly protests against the military occupationof Lil Qil'ak, He dishelieves the
military excuse for * this deliberate act of Vandalism,” and thinks it * ridienlous
to fancy that the diminished and wnarmed population of the city conld ever dream ”
of a sndden rising. Mr. Fergusson commits himself to other opinions which, in
a learned treatise on Architecture, are much to be regretted, even if it were possi-
ble for us to endorse them,

t Colonel Polier gives the cirenmference of the city as 10 miles ; Franklin as 7

miles, and Captain Archer as “about 5 miles ; the two ends finish at the east and
west ends of the palace.”
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Nativa authorities allow only seven years for the build-
ing of the city, und the extent and nature of the work do not
render their calculation untrustworthy.

Bernier gives the following description of the city
ashesaw it in the year 1663 :-—“ It is about 40 years
ago that the Shah Jghan, the father of the present Maghul
Aurangzebe, conceived the design of immortalizing his
name by the erection of a city near the site of the
ancient Delhi. This new capital he called after his own
name, Shéhjabanabid, or, for brevity, Jahindbad ; that
is to say, the colony of Shah Jahin. Here he resolved to
fix his court, alleging, as the reason of its removal from Agra,
that the excessive heat to which that city is exposed during
summer rendered it unfit for the residence of a monarch.
The materials for the new city were furnished, in great
measure, by the neighbouring ruins ; and hence foreigners
confounded both cities under the general appellation of Delhi,
though, in India, the new capital 1s most frequently called by
the name which it received from its founder. For the sake
of convenience, however, 1 chose rather to comply with the
custom of Europe.”

“ Delhi, then, is an entirely new city, siteated in a
flat country on the banks of the Jumna, a river which may be
compared to the Loire, and built on one bank only, in such a
manner that it terminates in this place very much in the form
of a crescent, having but one bridge of boats to cross to the
country. Excepting the side where it is defended by the
river, the city is encompassed by walls of brick. The
fortifications however are very incomplete, as there are neither
ditches nor any other kind of additional defence, if we except
flanking towers of antique shape, atintervals of about one
hundred paces, and a bank of earth forming a platform
behind the walls, four or five French feet in thickness.
Although these works encompass not enly the city but the
citadel, yet their extent is less than is generally
supposed. I haveaccomplished the circuit with ease in the
space of three hours, and notwithstanding I rode on horse-
back, I do not think my progress exceeded a French league
per hour. In this computation, I do not however, include the
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suburbs, which are considerable, comprising a long chain of
buildings on the side of Lahore, the extensive remains of the
old city, and three or four smaller suburbs. By these addi-
tions the extent of the city is so much increased, that a straight
line may be traced in it of more than a French league and a
half ; and though I cannot undertake to define exactly the
circumference, because these suburbs are interspersed with
extensive gardens and open spaces, yet you must see that it
13 very great.”

In 1803, after the occupation of Delhi by the
British {roopes under General Lake and the defence
of that city against the Mahrattas by Colonel Ochterlony,
the walls of the place were considerably improved and
strengthened. The weak, old round towers were en-
larged and rendered capable of mounting nine guns each ;
as the curtains were a little too extensive, 1 1811, small martello
towers were erected to bring the foot of the walls under the fire
of musketry ; a regular glacis was formed all round the
land-faces of the walls, ang a ditch was made under them.
The tomb and college of Ghazi-uddin, which were outside the city
walls and in front of the Ajmer Gate, were taken in, and in
the yvear 1811 the enclosure was completed and the whole of

that block of buildings came within the city of Modern
Delht.

The original walls of the city were built, we are told, at a
cost of a lac and a half of rupees, and were fortified with a parapet
with loop holes for musketry. The old walls are said to have
Leen finished in four months, but were very soon destroyed by
rain, and new masonry walls were subsequently built in seven
years and at a cost of four lacs of rupees. The masonry walls
were 6664 vards long, 4 yards wide and 9 yards high, with
twenty-seven towers about thirty feet in diaweter. The city
has fourteen gates and fourteen wickets, ®

* Franklin reckons, from the garden of Shilumiar on the nortl-west and the Quth
Mindr ou the avuth-east, and from the Ajmir Gate to Tugblugdbid. a circamference of
20 miles, Of the ruina covering this interesting tract. Bichop Heher ~ays: ™ A
very awful scene of desclation, mins after rau, tombs: after tombs, fiamnents of
brick-work, freestone, grapite and marble  scatterwd everywhere ever  a soil

natarally rocky amd barren, without enltivation except in oue or twoswall spots,
and without a aingle tree.”
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Starting from the Kashmir Gate—on the north of the city,
and rendered famous since by the assault and capture of Delhi

by British

troops in September 1857, —we go round the city of

Delhi anid pass the other gates in the following order : —

= IL
- ML

. Iv’

. V.

. VL

-~ VII,
—VIIL
~ IX,
— X
- XI,
— XIL
- XHI,
# XIV,

Moré QGate, to north ; demolished in 1867, and the
rounds behind the gate opened out.

Kgabul Gate fo west ; the rest of the above remark applies
to this gate.

Lahore Gate, to west.

Ajmer Gate, to south-weat,

Turkman Gate, to south.

Delhi Gate, to south.

Kbayrathi Gate, to east.

Raj Ghat Gate, to east, on river face,

Calcutta Gate, to north-east, now no longer in existence ;
bailt in 1852,

Keld Ghat Gate, to north-east, on river face.

Nigambodh Gate to north-east, on river face.

Pathdr Ghati Gate, destroyed.

Badar Rao Gate, to north-east.

The Khirkis, or wickets, which were constructed for the
convenience of the residents of the different mukallahs, may be
enumerated in the following order :—

I.
IIL.
T
IV,
V.
VL
VIL
VIIL
1X,
X,
XL
XIL
XIIL
XIV.

The city

known as

nearly in the centre of the city,

Khirki Zinath-ul-masjid, uoder the mosque of that name,
Khirki Nawab Ahmad Baksh Khéan.
Khirki Nawsib Ghéz{-uddin Khan,
Kbhirkf Nasirganj.

Khirki Naig,

Khirki Shahganj,

Khirki Ajmer Gate.

Khirki Sayyad Bhola.

Khirki Baland Bigh.

Xhirki Farash Khénah,

Khuki Amir Khin.

Khirk{ Khalil Kh4p.

Khirki Bah&dur *Alf Khén,

Khirki Nigambodh,

of Shéhjahdndbad is built ontwo rocky eminences
the Bhojla and the Jugla pahdrs, the former being
and the latter near its north-

western walls ; the whole of the ground on which it
stands slopes gently from the west to the east-—from the

rocky ridge to the
dén enters the city

bed of the Jumna. The canal of "Al1 Mar-
near the Kabul Gate, flows, with verylittle
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variation in its course, through the city and the citadel, and
then empties itself into the river. '

Under the walls of the citadel there were several gardens,
although in Bernier’s time there was only “ one large garden,
filled at all times with flowers and green shrubs, which, con-
- fronted with the stupendous red walls, produce a beautiful
effect.” The garden described by Bermer was in front of the
Lahore Gate of the Fort, and adjoining it was the Chauk
Shahi or the Royal Square, built by S’a-dd-ullah Khdn, the
Prime Minister of Shah Jahan and of which Bernier has pre-
served the following history in one of his letters from Delhi :
“ Next to the garden is the great royal square, faced on one
side by the gates of the fortress, and on the opposite side of
which terminate the two most considerable streets of the
city.* * The tents of such rajahs as are in the king’s pay, and
whose weekly duty it is o mount guard, are pitched in this
square. ¥ % Tn this place also, at break of day, they
exercise the royal horses, which are kept in a spacious stable
not far distant ; and here the Kobat Khdn, or grand muster
master 6f the cavalry, examines carefully the horses of those
who have been received in the service, * * Here too is
held a bazaar or market for an endless variety of things ;
which, like the Pont-Neuf at Paris, is the rendezvous for all
sorts of mountebanks and jugglers, Hither, likewise, the
astrologers resort, both Muhammadan and Pagan.” This
square is no longer in existence, but, I believe, it extend-
ed on either side-—thav is to the north and to the south—of
the Lahore Gate of the citadel,

The two principal streets of the city, which terminated
at the Royal Square, are thus described by DBernier:
‘ They run in a straight line nearly as far as the eye can refoh ;
but the one leading to the Lahore Gate is much the longer.”
The other extended from the Delhi Gate of the city to the
Royal Square. “ In regard to houses,” writes Bernier, “ the
two streets are exactly alike, * * there are arcades on both
sides ; * * they are built of brick and the top serves for a
terrace and has no additional building * * they have not gn
uninterrupted opening from one to the other, but are genera&
separated by partitions, in the spaces between which are
open shops, where during the day, artisans work, bankers sit
for the despatch of their business and merchants exhibit their



246 MODERN DELHI, OR SHAHJAHANABAD. r-f.
wares, * * The houses of the merchants are built over these’
warehouses, at the back of the arcades; they look hand-
some enough from the street, and appear tolerably commedi-
ous within ; they are airy, ata distance from the dust, and
communicate with the terrace, on which the inhabitants sleep
at night ; the houses, however are not continued the whole
length of the streets. A few, and only a few, other parts of
the city have good houses raised on terraces, the build-
ings over the magazines being often too low to be seen:
from the street.” -

Another square which was called after §'a-4d-ullah Khéan
himgelf has also disappeared, butits site may be placed, on
one side, between the Delhi Gate of the fort and the Soldiers’
garden ; and, on the other side, between the Sonehri Masjid
and the old burial ground, now marked by a Memorial Cross. -
The southern side of the square was entered by two streets:
the Faiz Bazaar street extended due north from the Delhi Gate
of the city to the Delhi Gate of the citadel, and the Khds Ba-
zaar streeb, with a very short break in the middle, joined the
Jam’a Masjid of Shah Jahdn with the Delhi Gate of his tort.

Of the two streets described by Bernier, the longer
extended from the Lahore Gate of the city to the Lahore Gate
of the citadel, and the other from the Delhi Gate of the city
to the Lahore (Gate of the fort. Both these streets were divid-
ed into severalsections, each of which was known by a different
name, The section between the Lahore Gate of the fort and the
entrance of the street ealled the Dariba, known as the Khdni
Darwizab, was called the Urdi or the Military Bazaar ;
owing, very probably, to the circumstance of a portion
of the local garrison having been once quartered about the place.
Between the Khini Darwdzah and the present Kotwali, or the
Head Police Station of the ecity, the street has the name of
Phil ki Mandi or the flower market. The houses in
tront of the Kotwili were built, at a short distance
from the line of the rest of the houses in the street, so
as to form a square, Between the Kotwdli and the gate
known as the Tardiah, was the Jowhri or the Jewellers’ Ba-
zaar; between the Tardiah and the neighbourhood known as
Asharfi ka Katrd, was, par excellence, the Chindnf Chauk, There
was a tank iu the centre of the Chauk the site of which is now
occupied by the Municipal Clock Tower, and beyond this to the
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Fatehpuri Masjid was the Fatehpiri DBazaar. The houses
round Chandnf Chauk were of the same height, and were orna-
mented with arched doors and painted verandahs, To the north
and south of the square there were two gate-ways, the
former leading to the Saraiof Jahanard Begam, and the latter
to one of the most thickly populated quarters of the city.
Round the tank the ground was literally covered with vege-
table, fruit and sweetmeat stalls, In the course of time the
whole of thislong street came fo bz known as the Chandni
Chauk.

This grand street was laid out by Jahindrdi Begam,
daughter of Shah Jahin, in the year 1600 A. D., and several
years later she built a garden and a savdl onit. From the
Lahore Gate of the fort to the end of the Chdndni Chauk the
street was about 40 yards wide and 1520 yards long. Through
the centre of this street ran the canal ot "Ali Mardin, shaded on
both sides by trees. On the eastern end of the Chindnf Chauk
stands the Lahore Gate of the Fort, and on the opposite cnd
the handsome mosque of Fatehpari Begam.

The second street of Bernler's narrative extended from the
TLahore Gate of the fort to the Delli Gate of the city. Of
this the least important portion lay between the Lahore Gate
and the Chauk of S'a-id-ullah Khin. The rest of this street
will be described with the Chauk, which formed its northern
extremity.

Another street of some importance was that which con-
nected the Lahore Gate of the fort with a group of buildings,
one of which was converted into the British Residency after
the conquest of Delli by Gencral Lake. This strect was
wbout half a mile long and 30 feet wide, and for almost the
shole of its length 1t was beautitully shaded by an avenue of
srnamental trees,

Of the Khdis Bazaar rothing now remains. After the
nutiny of 18537, the Chank of 8’a-id-ullah Khan and the Khas
3azaar were included tn the clearance of the fort grounds.
3oth these places were once packed with rich shops and
rere thronged by busy crowds from day-light to dark.
“hrough the Khis Bazaar the Emperor proceeded in state to
"e Jam’'a Masjid on feast days.
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About two-thirds of the Faiz Bazaar still remains,
Shops still stand on either side of this royal street ;
the canal still fiows through it, and the ruins of several well
built and once well endowed mosques still attest the past magni-
ficence of this favourite thoroughtare ; but its gloryhas departed,
and its neighbourhood is now the least popular part of Modern
Delhi. This street was laid out by Akbarabadi Begam, the wife
of Sh4h Jahdn ; she also built here a mosque which was called
after her. The Faiz Bazaar was about 1100 yards in length
and 30 vyards in breadth; it was built about the
same time as the Urdi Bazaar, Immediately after
the foundation of the city, and some years before
that of the Chéndni Chauk by Jahinirdi DBegam.
The aqueduct which runs through this street is 4 feet
wide and five feet deep, and was constructed by the order of
Shah Jahén, TheFaiz Bazaar was remarkable for shops which
contained goods from Europe,  the treasures of Yarak and
Khorasan, and the good things from the Sea ports.”

« Of the numberless streets which cross each other,”
writes Bernier, “ many have arcades; but having been
built at different period by individuals who paid no regard
to symmetry, very few are so well built, so wide, or so straight
as those I have described.”

The city consisted of 36 muhallahs, or quarters, themajority
of which were named after the most renowned nobles of Delh.
“ Amid these streets,” writes Bermer, ¢ are dispersed the
habitations of mansabddrs, officers of justice, rich merchants
and others ; many of which have a tolerable appearance.”
Bernier then gives a description of a model “ fine house”
in Delhi, and proceeds to say :— The dwellings of the
Omrahs, though mostly situated on the banks of the river and
the suburbs, are yet scattered in every direction. * * A
good house has iis couri-yards, gardeuns, trees, basins of
water, small jets d'eau in the hall or at the entrance, and
handsome subterraneous apartments, which are furnished
with large fans. * * A house {o be greatly admired must
be seated in the middle ot a large flower garden, and should
have four large divang, raised to the height of a man from the
ground, and exposed to the four winds, so that the coolness
may be felt from any quarter; indeed, no handsome dwelling
is ever seen without terraces on which the family may sleep
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duaring the night. They always open into a large chamber
into which the bedstead is easily moved in case of rain. * *
The 1nterior of a good house has the whole floor covered with
a cotton mat. Five or six feet from the floor the sides of the
room gre full of niches, cut in a variety of shapes, tasteful
and well proportioned, in which are seen porcelain vases
and flower pots. The ceiling 1s gilt and painted, but without
pictures of man or beast, such representations being forbidden
by the religion of the country.”

Of the palaces of the nobles, the best known were
those of Qamr-uddin Khan, and ’Ali Mardén, and in later
times, those of Ghdzi-uddin, S'a-4dath Khdn, and Safdar
Jang. Colonel Polier lived in one of these palaces in 1793,
during his short service under the King of Delhi, and the
description of his house is worth preserving as a curiosity which
may not be noticed again : “although 1n ruins, it bore the traces
of grandeur and taste and attested the opulence and
maguificence of its founder ; it was surrounded b
hich walls and took considerable quantity of groum{
having lofty arched entrances into the courtyard To each of
such palaces wasattached an enclosure for horses andelephants,
for visitors and their retainers. A Zanin Khinah (Seraglio),
distinct from the Dewan Klidnah, with private communications
between them, were parts of a nobleman’s residence, and each
such residence was accommodated with a set of baths and
under-ground cells furnished with every sort of convenience.”
The marble baths of S’a-ddath Khdn, with their glazed
sky-light, and the under-ground rooms of Safdar Jang’s palace,
covered with inlaid marble, and ornamented with foliage
in gold, were the admiration of the Indian world,

With all that was so grand and costly, there was associ-
ated that form of undisguised poverty which results from
despotism and an unequal division of power and wealth
in a country. ‘Intermixed with these houses,” writes
Bernier, “ is an immense namber of small ones, composed
of earth and straw, in which lodge the common
horsemen and all that vast multitude of servants and settlers
who follow the court and the army. Itis owing to these
thatched cottages that Delhiis subject {o such frequent
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conflagrations. ¥ * It 1is because of these wretched
ciay and straw houses that 1 always represent to myselt
Delhi as a collection of many villages, or as a military
encampment withk a few more conveniences than are generally
found in such places.”

The Jam’a Masjid of Modern Delhi. —¢ The two prin-
cipal buildings in the city,” according to General Cunning-
ham, *are the Jam'a Masjid and the Zinat Masjid. The
former was built by Shahjahdn in A. D. 1648, and is one of
the largest and finest mosquesin India.”  According to
all native authorities, its foundation was laid on the ioth
Shavval 1060 A. H. {1650 A. D) It stands on a high
rocky ground commonly known as the Bhojla Pahar,
on the western extremity of the Khds Bazaar and at a
distance of about a thoussnd yards from Lal Qil’ah. The
masjid is built on a red sand-stone terrace, about 30 feet from
the level of the ground and about 1400 square yards in extent ;
and was finished under the superintendence of Sa-ad-
ullah  Khén, the Prime Minister of Shih Jahdn and Fazl
Khdn, Native authorities state, that six thousand men worked
daily for six years in building this mesque, and that it cost 10
lacs of rupees. The court-yard of the mosque is reached on three
sides,—E. N. and 8.—by three flights of steps, all built of red
stone, well raised and very broad. The northern gate of the
mosque is reached by a flight of 39 steps; in olden days
these steps were occupied by stalls kept by cooks and bakers,
by jugglers and attentive groups which listened to professional
relaters of popular tales. The southern gate is reached
by a flight of 33 steps, which is still covered with
rugs on which cloth-merchants spread out their wares.
On this side of the mosque, was a Madrasah, and a larve
bazaar which was pulled down after the mutiny.
The eastern gate of the mosque, still considered the
royal entrance, is reached by a flight of 35 steps, which in
the evening is still converted into a bazaar for pouliry and
birds in general,

Qn the west of the terrace stands the mosque, three sides of
which are formed by open arched colonnades, having in the
centre a lofty tower-like gateway, through which the mosque is
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entered from the different parts of the ecity. The mosque
i3 a perfect specimen of the Byzantine Arabic style; it is
wbout 261 feet long and 90 feet wide, and its roof
1s surmounted by three domes, ornamented with alter-
nate stripes of black and white marble, and gilt pin-
nacles. The domes are flanked by two lofty minarets
* longitudinally striped with white marble and red-stone,
about 130 feet high, and containing 130 steps. The
minarets are divided by three projecting galleries and are
surmounted by open twelve-sided domed pavilions. On
the back of the mosque, there are four small minarets crown-
ed like those in front. Under the domes of the mosque,
is the hall with seven arched entrances facing the west;
the walls of the mosque, up to the waist, are covered with
marble. Beyond this is a hall about twenty feet wide,
with eleven arched entrances ; the cenire arch is wide and
lofty, and in the form of a massive gateway, on either
corner of which is a slim minaret, with the usual octagonal
pavilion smymounting it. Over these arched entrances there
are tablets of white marble, four feet long and two and
a half feet wide, inlaid with inscriptions in black marble.
These inscriptions give the histery of the building of the
mosque, and glorify the reign and the virtues of Shah Jahdn.

The slab over the centre arch contains simply the words
“ The Guide {”

The mosque stands on a plinth about five feet from the
pavement of the terrace, and three flights of steps lead
to the interior of the mosque from the east, north and south.
The floor of the mosque is covered with white and black
marble ornamented in imitation of the moskalla, or the carpet
for prayers ; a thin black marble border marks off each
carpet, 3feet long and 11 feet wide ; there being in all
899 such carpets in the floor of the mosque, '

“ The back of the mosque,” says Bernier, “ is cased over
to the height of the rock with large hewn stones which hide
inequalities and tend to give a noble appearance to the build-
ing.” The mosque m.y be sald to be built of red
sand-stone, for marble is used for ornamenting the domes,
the floor and the arches of the mosque.

Near the Keblah is an arched niche, adorned with frieze
work., Close to this is the pulpit, which consists of four
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balustrated steps, the whole of which is supposed to have been
cub out of one block of marble.

The court of the mosque i3 enclosed, as already
described, by open arched colonnades, about 20 feet
wide and as many feet high. At the corners of the
cloisters there are open pavilions with twelve sides,
surmounted by marble domes with gilt pinnacles. The
northern and the southern gateways are alike ; they are
two storeyed hal{ octagonal towers, having the base towards
the ourt of the mosque while the remaining five sides
face the city. These gates are about 50 feet high, 50
feet wide and about 380 feet deep. In the centre of the
tower iz an arched door, on either side of which ~ there
are two arched openings, one in each storey. The roof of
the gateway is protected by a parapet of small narrow
open arches, surmounted by a row of small ornamental marble
domes, and at each corner of this parapet is a slim, tapering
minaret of great beauty. The main entrance of the mosque,
which is on the east of the court-yard, is a massive octagonal
tower, 50 feet high, 60 feet wide and about 50 feet deep.
The corners of the square are cutoff to give the building
the appearance of anoctagon. In other respects this gateway
is like the two already described. The doors of the three
gateways are made of brass

The court-yard is paved with large flags of sand-stone,
and is 136 yards square, There is a marble tank in the centre,
about 15 yards long and 12 yards wide, with fountains, once
adorned, which have ceased to work. The tank isfilled from a
well across the road on the north west of the mosque ; in 1803,
the well became dry, and was repaired by our government on
therecommendation of the then British Resident, Mr, Archibald
Seton. A small portion of the western corner of the margin
of the tank was marked off with a low marble railing by
Muhammad Tahsin Khin, a eunuch, to secure from defilement
the spot where the prophet had appeared to him in & dream in
the year A. H. 1180 (1766 A. D.l)). The following inscription
records the auspicious event :—

The Kausar [tank] of Mubammad, the Messenger of God, in the
year 1180.

The Prophet was seen here by the saints and the le
of God ! Y peop

Y

i
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This stone should be a place for worship ;

The year of its building, Hathif declared with joy and con-
gratulations :

The enclosure of the seat of the Messenger of God.

The builder of this place of prayer, the writer of these blessed
[words],

Mubammad Tasio Mabali Bidsh4hi, the year 1180,

The mosque was once repaired in 1817, in the reign
of Akbar II, and a second time in 1851 ; one of the
beams of the mosque has been seriously injured, and isin
want of repair. In the year 1833, the northern minaret of
the mosque was damaged by lightning, and was repaired by
the Executive Eagineer of Delhi, under the orders of the
British Resident.

In the year 1829, Mirzi Salim, son of Akbar II,
put up a sand-stone pulpit under the central entrance of
the mosque, the congregation being at times too large to
take part in the prayers offered by the Imdm inside the
mosque. .

In the north-eastern corner of the court of the mosque
is a plain sphere cut upon marble, giving a map of the world
according to the common projection of the sphere. In the
north-eastern corner of the colonnade, in a well cared for but
dingy room, the relics of Muhammad are piously preserved.
These relics were formerly kept in the rooms on the north-
western corner of the court-yard, on theleft of the mosque, and
the place was enclosed with ared-stone screen, in the
rei of Aurangzebe, by Almds ’Ali Khdn, a nobleman
anﬁ eunuch attached to the imperial household, who also
put up the following inscription on the sereen :—

In front of this auspicious memorial of the last prophet,

I the reign of Shéh *Alamgir, King of the whole worl J,

With pious intentions this screen of red-stone was built,

By the slave, the faithful, the clean hearted Alm4s Kh4n,
When the year and date of this building the Mir inquired of

Thought and Intelligence,
Hatbif replied : He has opened for himself the gates of
paradise,

In the south-western corner of the court-yard, is a
marble sun-dial, corresponding to the plain-sphere on the
opposite side.
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The following inscriptions are placed over the outer face .

of the eleven arched entrances of the mosque :

" Firet Tablet, on the extreme northern arch :

“ By the order of the Emperor of the world ; king of the earth and the age ;
congueror, master of the wm-lcr ; conquerc: of the countries of the world ;a Lord
rowerful as the sky ; founder of the liws relating to equity and punishment ;
strengthener of the pillars of state and of wealth ; the all-knowing, great ius ;
his command is like the decree of fate ; his power is like the decree of God ;
[his] intell=et is auspicious ; [his] appearance is agreeable ; [his fortune is
auspicious ; {his]star isexalted ; [his] gvandenr is like the firmament ; [his] soldiers
are as [nomerous ag] the stars ; [his] glory is like the sun ; his dwelling is like the
sky.”

Second Tablet .—*The manifestation of the Almighty’s power; the object
[on which] has descended the blessings of tlge Infinite ; the proclaimer of the command
of the Almighty ; the promulgator of the faith of Hénifa, the illaminator, the protector
of kings and princes ; God’s deputy on earth ; king, just and great ; Lord, great and
beneficent : Abul Muzaffar, Shahb-uddin Mubammad Sfhib Qirhn-i-S4ni, Shah
Jahdn, Badshih, Ghizl, mafy his flag of conquest never decline. May his enemy
be destroyed. 'The light of his eyes [which can] discern the just is Hghted up witl:
the light of his [Mubammad] command : He who has built mesques to God.”

Third Tablet :—* Has [put his] faith in God and the last day [Resurrection]. The
mirror of his truth—Iloving heart has received light from the flame of the lamp of this
command : those countries are best loved by the Almighty in which there are
mosques, This mosque with its foundations as firm as [a} mountain faud as} lofty
as the firmament, is strengthened by this formula : verily, the foundations of a
mosque are laid in piety. [The same i3 also] witnessed by [the command] that the
high mountaing were fixed on this earth to make it firm.” Its domes an pihnacles
are high, [and] have risen hi%her than the folds of the firmament ; the cornice over
its sky-like niches has reached [the planut] Satwrn,”

Fourth tablet —* Do you want to know what the niche or the pinnacle, and the
mukdurah [of this masjid] are like ? you can only say [in reply] that they are like the
wilky way and the firmament. The pinvacle would have had no equal had not the sky
been its pair} the niche [itself] would have been only one [of its kind}, had not there
heen the milky way toequalit. Inits aky-light is seea the whole world ; it gives light
tothelamps of the firmament ; the brilliancy of the pinnacle of its world-famous dorme
increases the light of the lamps of Paradise. Iis marble pulpit is ke the stone of the
masjid of Agsa.”

Fifth Tablet.—"* Itislike a wick of the Qaba-Qausaine-4u-adna ; the glory spread-
ing melyab is like the wide foreheaded morning, the bringer of good news, ’J’)erﬂy,
a command has come to him from God. Its doors, which are full of merey,
eall alond. And God invites you to the abode of peace, and this command is carried
toall.  Iis minar, which is the orbit of the heavens, calls aloud : God will
compensate the Good with goodness ; the nine folds of the blue-coloured dome of
heaven liave beeu pierced by this sound. The terrace [of the mosque] which is clean
aud elevated, the spirits of the celestial sphere [consider it} their pleasure-gronnd.”

Sirth Tabler.—Contains the words *The Guide * in Togri, engraved on
eachof the twoengraved marble bosses in the rpandrels,

Seventh Tablet.—* Tt wide and heart-opening court-yard is the place of worship
of th» pure-Yorn of this dust hill {the earth] ; the breeze of this gloricus court
and its spirit, inspiriug sweet odour, apeaks within the garden of paradise, The
sweetuess of the pure water of its heart-wituing pure tank, veminds onpe of the
Szl 8ubi? [sprivg of Paradise]. On Priday, the 10th of S8bavval, in the year 1060
Hijri, corresponding to the 4th year of the third-twelfth Year of the auspicious reign
and the propitions hour,” =

e
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Eighth Tablet.—Aund under a prosperous star, (this mosque) obtained the wealth
of completion and the vobe of firmness. Within six years, with the efficient exer-
tion of workmen, who have knowledge of work, and ‘who kave experience in work ;
with the great application and devotion of the respectable men who have the order-
ing of work, and the hearty co-operation of the Masters of learniug and wisdom ;
and with the great exertion of the artizans who are skilied and apt-handed ; and at
a cost of ten Jacs of rupees, [this mosque] otnined the feuture, and the form of
completion.  Soon after its completion, on the Pl Fitr,

The Ninth Tablet,~By the anspieious stepa of the Pure King, theShadow of God,
ood intentioned (because of) the knowledge 0} Guod, [it] received splendour aud glory ;
after he had] said the prayers appointed for the I, and discharged the religious

exercises of Islam, as is done in the masjid of Kabah, and (after the celebration of)

I’d ugh4, it became a place for the meeting of crowds of people, and the founda-

tions of Islan and faith were Iessel with firmness and strength,  The travellers

who have bees round the woeid 2zl those who have travelled thrangh woods and
over mountains, sl o ne buildivg so targe 2l well bailt, o the mitror of their
sight.

Tenth Tieblet,—And in the wirror of their intellect[thev] never saw, nor (Ewas it]
figared before, nor did the reloters of the events of the awse, the antions students of
prose and poetry, the writers of the wonderful things done by the masters of countries
and wealth ; (writers) who bave kuowledge of the arts ; men of wealth and ability [see
such a building] a lefty buildiug so grand and pobie, never was brought on the
tongue of their pen or on the pen of their toague. The builder of the mansion of life,
and the builder of high and low places, [may exalt] this exalted building whicly
is like t}lll? pupil of the eve of intellect and the bestower of paradize on the things of
this world,

Elepcarh Tablet,—May perpetuate the soandof the Tasbih, [and the voize of] the
repaaters uf the Ta-Lik, wey ald to the glovy of the speakers in the assembly of

the ae ol and the v o octhe readers of the Tublit increase jov, in the assembly

of the vevae of Jawith., heiuads of the pulpits of the world, may preserve with
the khathati of the form of eter val prosperity thisiing ; the doerof jnstice. the cherisher
of faith, [and thef virtues of Lis pure and anspicious form, [by whom] the door of
plenty cmd peace has been opened for the wurld.  For the suke of God and that
of his good wen :cupiad by N Allak,

To the north of the Jamd Masjid was the Imperial
Dispensary, and to the south was the Imperial College ; both
these buildings fell into ruin long before the rebellion of 1857,
and were levelled with the ground soon after that event.
They were built with the mosque in 1060 A, . (1650 A.
D)

To the north-east of the Masjid is the grave of Sarmad
and at its foot that of Hare Bhare Shih Sahib his disciple,
Sarmad was a Jew, and was converted to Muhammadanism

during his residence in Delhi. He was an admirer and ally of

Dara Sheko, and wrote amatory odes to the Prince ; his
impromptus are very popular in Delhi.  Having given offence
to Aurangzebe by his open advocacy of the cause of Dara Sheko,
he was beheaded for hevesy by the order ofthe Emperor, in
the year 1070 A. . ; and“from that day,” says a native histo-
rian, *“ the house of Timir declined both in glory and power.”

After the execution of Dara Sheko, and the restoration
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of peace, Aurangzebe sent for Sarmad and asked him if it were
true that he had promised the kingdom of Dethi to Dara :
“ Yeos,” said Sarmad, “ I promised him the eternal kingdom.”
On hearing of his death, Bernier wrote as follows : “ I was
for a long time disgusted with a celebrated Fakir, named
Sarmad, who walked in the streets of Delhi as naked as he came
to the world. He despised equally the threats and persuasions
of Aurangzebe, and underwent at length the punishment of
decapitation for his obstinate refusal to put on his wearing
apparel.” Sarmad was considered “ well inspired” and a man
of sanctity ; to this day offerings are made at bis grave by
the people of Delhi.

TheBegam’s Bagh, or The Queen’sGardens.—Tle garden
of Jahdndra Begz?nal'g stands on the Chdndni Chauk, and was
laid out in the year 1060 A. H., (1650 A. D.) by the favourite
daughter of Shih Jahdn ; it is now called the Queen’s gardens,
The size and the shape of the garden has not been much al-
tered, but of its heavy enclosure walls very little now remains,
and of the open octagonal pavilions, which once manned them,
only four have survived the changes which this garden has
experienced since 1857. Of these pavilions two may be seen on
the northern wallof the garden ; one overlooks the quarter ot the
city known as Nilkd Katra, and the fourth faces the menagerie.
The pavilions are about 20 feet high and stand on a platform
about 15 feet from the ground. The Delhi canal runs right
through the garden, and at a short distance from it stood small
pleasure houses, the site of one of which is now marked by the
menagerie ; what now remains of this building is a four arched
room, 50 feet long, 20 feet wide and 19 feet high, In a parterre
of the garden the local authorities have put up a small marble
tank, cut out of one piece of marble, and which was removed to
1ts present place from one of the mahals in the Fort. This tank
stands on four square marble pillars, and is 10 feet long, 94 feet
broad, 3 feet high and 24 feet deep, According to native his-
torians, the length of the garden was 970 yards, and its aver-
age breadth 240 yards.

. The site of the Delhi Institute, and the grounds
immediately around it, belonged to the Sarai of Jah&nira
Begam, which waslevelled withthe ground soon after the rebel-
lion of 1857, The Sarai bad two entrances, one on the south fa-
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cing the Chdndni Chauk, and the other on the north which
was its garden-gate. In the court of the Sarai there
were two large wells and a mosque ; the walls of the court-yard
contained two-storeyed rooms, two-deep, and here travel-
lers were accommodated and itinerant merchants warehoused
their merchandise, Bernier gives the following account of the
Sarai :  “The caravansary is a large square with arcades like
our Place Royale,except that the arches are separated from each
other by partitions, and have smaller chambers at their
inner extremities. Above the arcades runs a gallery all round
the building, into which open the same number of chambers as
there are below. This place is the rendezvous of the rich
Persian Usbec and other foreign merchants, who in general
may be accommodated with empty chambers, in which they re-
main with perfect security, the gates of the caravansary being
closed at might.”

Fatehpuri Masjid —In the year 1060 A. I (1650 A.
D.) Fatehpuri Begam, one of the wives of the Emperor Sbih
Jahan, built a mosque at the western extremity of the Chéndni
Chauk, which still bears her name. It is about the only
single domed mosque in Modern Delhi and is a fine building ;
its lofty, flanking minarets and huge single dome have an
imposing effect from a distance. It was a place of great
repute at one time, and as things go, it has not lost its popu-
larity as a place of worship. Three heavy tower-like gate-
ways, with arched entrances and embattled parapets flanked
by slim masonry minars, lead into a high walled enclosure,
about 80 yards square. The gates which face the north
and east are not more than 30 feet high, and about 27 feet
square. The gateway on the south is 27 feet square and
only 10 feet deep. The entrance through this gateway is
about 8 feet wide and 11 feet high. The western side of the
enclosure, the inner walls of which consist of shops con-
tamning double rooms, is occupied by the mosque. The
nearest object, as you enter the enclosure, is the tank in front
of the mosque ; it is about 16 yards long and 14 yards broad ;
between the tank and the mosque is a sandstone paved and
walled court-yard, which is 130 feet long and 90 feet broad,
and is entered by two low doorways in its northern and
southern walls.

et e
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In the centre of the mosque, which stands on a plinth 3} |

feet high and isan oblong of 120 feet by 40, is its main
entrance, a lofty arch recessed about 16 feet into the front
wall of the building, having in the smaller or its inner wall
a door. Over the outer main arch the roof is crown-
ed with an embattled parapet. On either side of this ureh
is a pilaster supporting a minar, which rises only afew
feet above the parapet, and is surmounted by 4 pillared
open sand-stone pavilions; between these flanking pilas-
ters and the arch, there are marble and red sand-stone
rectilineal bands which enclose the arch. Behind the
parapet is the solitary but graceful dome, now covered with
ver{ fine masomry plaster, striped with black and white, and
with a pinnacle also made of masonry, On either side of
the centre arch, but about twelve feet lower, are the two wings
of the mosque, each consisting of three scolloped arches, abous
30 feet high and 10 feet broad ; the roof over these arches
15 also protected by embattled parapets, and the mosque is
flanked by lofty minars, about 30 feet high, supporting solid
block masonry octagonal pavilions in the place of the open
sand-stone pavilions which eriginally belonged to them. The
roof of the mosque has battlemented parapets on its three fa-
¢ades ; on theback of the mosque there are four minarets of red

stone, which do not stand over 10 feet from the roof and are
surmounted by ornaments resembling flower pots, Under the

parapets there is a deep stone weathering, which, however,
does not stretch in  front of the centre entrance
of the mosque. There are three steps in front of the
main doorway, and three each in front of the centre
arches of its two wings. The capital and base of
every pillar 1s ormamented in the simplest style of foliage.

The dome of the mosque is bulbous in shape, and
stands on & stone and masonry eylinder about fonr feet
high; it is built of sand-stone and is eovered with lme
pl;lster, and is painted iu longitudinal stripes of black and
white.

The inside of the mosque Las recently undergone some
alterations, Behind the main entrance and under the dome
is the room which contains the centre Mehrdh of the
Keblah, and 2 marble pulpit of 4 steps stands on its
left. This is the only piece of marble in the mosque. On
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either side of the centre room, there used to be one row of red
stone pillars dividing the wings of the mosque into two com-
partments. About eight years ago the roofs over the wings of
the mosque were considered unsafe, and two rows of white
sand-stone pillars were added to the building to strengthen
them. The front pillars of the mosque, as already described,
are of red sand-stone, and between these and the stone pillars
of the original work, there are slim but graceful double pillars
of whitish sand-stone, and between the second row of the red
sand-stone pillars and the back wall of the mosque, there is
another row of double white sand-stone pillars which belong
to the additions recently made to the mosque. In the
centre of the back wall of every side room there is a recessed
arch. 'The centre room of the mosque is about 40 feet
square, and its colonnaded side rooms > but very little
larger. In the northern and southern walls of the mosque,
there are doors which I am told were opened out about 40
years ago. The communication between the side rooms is
through an arch about 16 feet high and 10 feet wide,.

The following inscription on the face of the mosque gives
the date of the repair :—

* When this meosque, an ezalted [place of] grace,
‘Was [first] seen by the sk, it [the sky] bent its back in veneration.
Of the date of its Tepair Pure Thought said :
This lofty [and] clean maosque, {has been] repaire., 1288 Hijri,
By Hiji Muhammed Taqi, under the superintc doveo of the well wishers,
H4ji Qutb-ud-din and Gholim Mubammad.”

Masjid Sarhandi.—In front of the Lahore gate of the
city of Modern Delhi, in the year 1060 A. H. (1650 A. D))
Sarhandi Begam, one of the wives of the Emperor Shih Jahdn,
built this mosque. The mosque consists of three rooms
which are entered through three scolloped and pointed
arches, 1t is about 46 feet long, 174 feet wide and 22
feet high, from the floor in front to the parapet of the
middle arch; the arches are 1@ feet high ; the roof is
protected by a false emb_attled parapst, and is surmounted
by three domes with pinnacies of re? sand-stone. The
centre dome is 20 feet high, and the ..de ones are 15 feet
high. The mosque is built of stone and mortar; the inner walls
are covered with red sandstone. The terrace on which the
mosque stands isfaced with bricks and is paved with. plaster.
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Bagh Roshanara—Or the garden of Roshanird Begam,
the favorite sister of Aurangzebe, and the most determined
enemy of her brother Dari Sheko. * Less beautiful,” says
Bernier, “and less remarkable for understanding than
her sister Jahdndra;” but, adds Sir Edward Sullivan, on
what authority I.do not know, *“ was yet cheerful, grace-
ful and ambitious and was not far behind her sister in the

ursuit of doubtful pleasure.” Roshandré laid out this garden
in the year 1060 A. H. (1650 A. D.,) when her father, Shih
Jah4n, built Modern Delhi, and made grantsof land to her
courtiers and relatives. In the thirteenth yearof the reign
of Aurangzebe, Roshandri died in Delhi and wasburied in her

garden.

The garden has recently been much altered and improved
by Colonel Cracroft, Commissioner of the Delhi Division ; the
old ruined buildings have been removed, but a portion of the
masonry canal and the eastern gateway of thegarden have been
carefully preserved. The garden no longer waintains any of
its pecufiar oriéntal features, but the mausoleum of Roshaniri
is still in existence and in good order.

The tomb, which has a flat roof, stands on a masonry ter-
race about 159 feet square, and about 3 feet high ; in the
cenfre of each of its four walls there arefour steps leading to
the top of the terrace which is protected by a 2 feet high ma-
sonry wall. The tomb stands at a distance of 45 feet from
this wall, and i3 69 feet square; it 13 about 21 feet high,
inclusive of the four feet high parapet of its roof The tomb
consists of four two-storeyed corner rooms, and a centre room
which is connected with them by a verandah. The corner
rooms have an entrance on each of its four sides, and
in the upper storey, which is reached by steps in the wall,
there are corresponding openings.

Between the corner rooms, thereare four heavy stone pillars,
su.pgortmg scolloped arches, which were covered atone time
with fine painted plasior ; the base, the eapital and about a
third of the lower shaft of every pillar are ornamented with en-
graved foliage. At a distance of about 6 feet from the first row
of pillars there are four rows of similar pillars. On each
of the four corners of the roof, there is a four-pillared domed
pavilion of masonry, about 5 or 6 feet square, having a stone



ZINATH-UL-MASAJID. 261

pinnacle and a heavy stone weathering under the dome.
In the middle of the building there is a square
room, which contains the grave of Roshaniri—the
entrance of this room is on the south and the head
of the grave is to the north. The rest of the walls
are formed by screens of stone lattice work, covered with
plaster ; this covering is very modern and its object not quite
evident.

The room containing the grave is 10 feet square ; the
floor is paved with marble ; round the inner walls there is a
deop stone weathering, but as there is no roof to the room
the graveis exposed to the light of the day and the inclemen-
vy of the weather. On the four corners of the roof of this open
chamber there are four holes which were intended to reccive
the four posts of the awning that used to be put over the grave.
The monument over the grave is in the shape of a casket, but
the top is filled with earth, much in the style of the tomb
over the grave of Jahinird, The monument is 6 feet 5 inches
long and 2} feet wide, and at its head a dwarf marble pillar
is put up for lighting the grave,

Of the different water cuts and fountains that once
adorned the garden there now remains a long tank
between the eastern gateway of the garden and the
mausoleum ; it is 277 feet long and 124 feet broad.

Zinath-ul-Masajid.— So far as it lay in his power,
Aurangzebe rigidly enforced the observance of celebacy on his
sisters and daughters, and one of the victims of
this wretched policy was Zioath-ul-nist Begam, the
daughter of Aurangzebe. In 1122 A. H. (1700 A. D)
she built this mosque, which partly bears her name,
and which, next to the Jam’a Masjid, is the most 1mportant
building of its kind in Shahjahsnibid or Modern Delhi. The
mosque stands on the western bank of the Jamna, on an
eminence, which renders it so conspicuous to a spectator
on the opposite bank of the river. About 30 yards from
the city wall there is a terrace which rises about 14 feet from
the level of the ground, towards the river ; but, in-land, the
terrace is on a level with the city road. In the river face of
the terrace there are thirteen rooms, and on the extreme north
and south of these rooms there are two arched entrances with 17
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steps in each, leading up to thecourt of the masjid. This court |
is 195 feet long and 110 feet broad, with a tank, an oblong of!
43 feet by 33, in the centre. The terrace is protected on the:
N. and 8. by embattled parapets 2 feet high. The margin
of the tank is covered with marble ; is inner walls were
oniginally faced with stone, and now repaired with masonry,

The mosque is about 150 feet long and 60 feet broad, and
stands on a plinth about 4 feet from the level of the courtyard.
It has seven scolloped arched entrances in which are set
seven arched doorways facing the east; over each doorway,
excepting the one in the centre, there ia a slab of white
marble, probably intended for inseriptions. Three huge
bulbous domes, longitudinally striped with bands of black
and white marble, sarmount the roof of the mosque ; they stand
on large white marble cylinders and are topped with copper gilt
pinnacles. The centre dome is 37 feet high, allowing
7 feet to the pinnacle, 18 feet to the bulbous body, and 12 feet
to .the marble neck; the side domes are 30 feet
from the roof, the neck being about 8 feet high, the body
about 16 feet, and the pinnacle about another 6 feet. The
domes are hollow inside. The front of the mosque is flanked
" by two red sand-stone minarets, each about a hundred feet
high, supporting an octagonal pavilion of white marble. On
the back of the mosque, there are four open pavilions with
marble domes.

The inside of the mosque has been much altered by par-
titions which converted it into a private residence. The rooms
are two deep ; the front rooms with flat roofs are narrow,
the bacl: rooms have arched roofs; the latter support the
domes above and are of great width. iIn the tower-like
centre entrauce, which is about 46 feet high and 35 feet wide,
there is an arch abous 30 feet hich and about 20 feet broad, and
recessed in it, there is another arch 19 feet high and 12 feet wide ;
in the second arch is the door which leads into the centre com-
partment of the mosque. On either side of the chief entrance
13 a tall slin minaret about 50 feet high, supporting an octago-
nal pavilion with a gilt pinnacle. The root of the mosque
between the two minars, which is abont 46 feet high, is crowned
with an embattled parapet. Between these minars and the big
arch there are rectilineal bands of marble and red-stone
which enclose the latter.
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The six side arches are open and are about 24 feet high
and about 10 feet broad ; these arches are also scolloped and are
supported by plain red-stone pillars. The roof above the side
arches is also embattled, and is about as high as the apex of the
outer centre arch, that is, about 33 feet from the floor of the
courtyard. [Each of the arches is about 21 feet high and 13
feet wide, the “supporting pillars being about three feet wide.

The marble pulpit must have been removed after the re-
bellion £f 1857 and the occupation of the mosque as an artillery
barrac ‘

During her life-time, Zinath-ul-nisé Begam built her
tomb within the enclosure of the mosque, and she was buried
in it in'the year 1122 A, H. (1700 A. D.) This tomb was
destroyed immediately after the mutiny of 1857, the marble
monument was removed and the grave levelled with the
ground. The tomb stood on the north of the mosque ; it
was built of sand-stone, the room within was paved with
marble and the grave was enclosed by a dwarf marble
railing ; at the head of the grave was engraved the
following inscription, which fo%ows a verse from the
Quran, on a slab of marble :

For a friend in my grave, God’s forgiveness is alone sufficient, ;
The canopy of my grave, is the shadow of the cloud of God's mercy,

In the hope of a righteous end, Fithmah Zivath-ul-nisd Begam’
daughter of Badshah Mohi-uddin Mahammad Alamgir Ghazi,

May God illuminate his works : 1122 Hijri !

The Mausoleum and Madrasah of Ghazi-uddin

Ehau -Ghézi-uddin Khén, the son of Nizim-ul Mulk, the
founder of the “ Nizam dynasty ” of Haidrabad, was one of the

. leading Amirs of the court ot Aurangzeb and of his son and

. sucecessor, Shah’Alam Babadur Shabh. He built this mauscleum

; during bis life-time, and when his death occurred at Ahmeda-

3 badin 1122 A. H. (1710 A. D.), his body was brought to

~ =" Delhi and interred here. The tomb was_outside the walls of
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{ Modern Delhi, but in 1803, when the British Government re-
ired the walls of that city, the mausolenm and madrasalr of
' glhézi-uddfn Khan were included in it.

The court of the tomb and its associated college is entered
through a lofty and handsome arched gateway in its eastern
wall ; on either side of this gateway there is a small door which
turns into the main entrance. There are arched roomsin the
outer wall of the gateway, which are supposed to have been
used as kitchens by the students of the college. The quad-
rangle of the tomb is about 300 teet square, and is thus form-
ed ; on the westis a mosque, on eitherside of which is a small
piece of ground, an oblong of 60 feet by 40 feet; the ground,
on its nbrth, is enclosed by walls of sand-stone screen and here
isthetomb of Ghazi-uddin Kbdn ; that onitssgbthis still unoc-_,, -
cupied. On the north there are, first, a row of three arched
double-rooms of red sandstone, then follows a row of five
arched double-rooms standing alittle lower than the first room,
and next to these there is a row of four two-storeyed double-
rooms of masonry, which adjoins a large gateway now closed ; to
the left of thegateway the rooms are like those already describ-
ed. The southern wall isin every respect similar to that on the
north, On the north-eastern corner of the eastern wall there
are ten masonry arched double-storeyed rooms, adjoining which
33 the main entrance. On the south ot this gateway
the buildings are like those on its north, Within this
quadangle there were some very fine ornamental trees,
but of these very iew now remain. The Madrasah was closed
in 1793 for want of funds, and, after the rebellion ot 1857, the
i'poms of the quadrangle have been occupied by the local Po-

ice,

The tomb of Ghazi-uddin Khdn is in a small enclosure
onthe south of the mosque ; the walls are of “ brown and fawn-
coloured stone lattice,” about ten feet high ; the northern wall
is formed by a side of the mosque and the southern by a row of
arched rooms, corresponding to those on the opposite side of
the quadrangle. In the centre of this small court there is a
smaller court, 10 feet by 16 feet, formed by marble walls 9
feet high. The sand-stone walls of the outer enclosure have
two doors and two stone slab panels, ornamented with embos.  _

A ~
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“sed flowers in bold relief, which are carved to look like
cJosed doors; on: the top of these walls there are
ornamental pierced balustrades about 2 feet high, Inclusive
of the doors in each of the two walls there are ten com-
partments of pierced stone work ; each of these com-
partments is flanked by small but very graceful mina-
rets which rise about 3} feet above the balustrades. The floor
of the outer and the inner enclosures are of marble. The inner
enclosure of the tomb stands on a plinth, about 2§ feet high,
the sides of which are beautifully ornamented, and the walls
are about 6 feet from the plinth ; the balustrades are of pierced
marble work about 1 foot high ; the main entrance is on the
south with flanking small minarets, which also may be seen
on the four corners. The doors of the outer screens and
those of the inner enclosare rise about 18 inches above the
level of the walls. One of the false doors in the western
screen has been removed by violence.

There are three graves in the inner enclosure, of which
the centre grave is that of Ghézi-uddin Khdén.

To the westof the tomb, and on the back of the mosque,
but a few yards removed from it, there are two graves in a
sexagonal shallow well ; this place was once covered by a pavi-
Tion of which the pillars and dome have disappeared, but
traces ot the former are still visiblee The monuments over
the graves are of marble, and ormamented with engrav-
ings of verses from the Qurin. These monuments stand ona
plinth about 2} feet high, and are most elaborately ornamented
with inlaid patterns in various coloured stones. The floor of
the well is paved with black and white marble and red sand-
stone.

The mosque stands about 2} feet above ifs terrace,
and is built of red sand-stone, with spandrels of
marble and bands and narrow ornamental panels of the same
material with seven arched entrances. The mosque has in the
centre arch an arched door as the centre entrance of the
mosque. The centre arch, which is deeply recessed on the face
of the mosque, is about 40 feet high, flanked by two minarets
which rise about 12 feet above the gateway and support two
octagonal pavilions. The side arches are about half as high as
the centre arch and the roof of the mosque, which is flanked by
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minarets like those on the sides of the centre arch, is pro-
tected by embattled parapets ; the top of the gateway is or-
namented by a similar parapet. On the front of the mosque
the terrace is about 6 feet high and is an oblong of 88 feet by
44 feet. A flight of about eight steps leads to the top of the
terrace. There are three rooms in the mosque, supporting its
three domes. The floor of the mosque, under the centre
dome, i3 paved with oblong slabs of freestone and with bands of
black m arble ; the court in front of the mosque is paved with
sandstone, The pavilions on the minarets in front have corres-
ponding pavilions on the back wall of the mosque. The centre
dome stands over the centre room of the mosque, and the
side domes stand over its side rooms, The domes are built of
masenry and stand on low necks of the same material.

The tank in front of the mosque, whichis very wide
and deep, is now dry.

—

Sonehri Masjid. or the Golden Mosque of Roshan-
uddoulah.—* Some buildings,” remarks General Cunningham,
in a Memorandum of Instructions furnished by him to the
Government of India, “may be remarkable only for their his-
torical interest, but they are worth preserving on that account
alone, although they may be otherwise insignificant. Such,
for instance, 18 the small mosque of Roshan-udoulah in the
Chindni Chauk at Delhi, where Nadir Shih sat for several
hours while plunder and massacre was going on all around
him.”

This mosque is an oblong of 48 feet by 19 ; it stands
on a masonry platform about 11 feet from the level of the
road which it overlooks; the top of its unpretending
gateway 18 on a level with the court of the mosque,
while the entrance itself is barely 7 feet high. Eight narrow
steps lead up to the court of the mosque which is paved
with sand-stone, and is about 50 feet long and 22
feet wide. The mosque 13 built throughout of masonry
and stone, but the pilasters which support the minarets
are of red sand-stone. There are three arched entrances to
the mosque leading into its three rooms ; the centre
arch is ten feet high and those on its sides are about a foot
smaller. The centre arch is flanked by red-stone minarets, sur-

-
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mounted by block octagonal masonry pavilions with gilt
domes and pinnacles, and are about 20 feet high. The
off-flanking minarets of the mosque are about 33 feet high,
and are surmounted by four-pillared - open masonry pavilions
with gilt domesand pinnacles. On the back of the mosque there

are four corresponding minarets. The three rooms of the

mosque are covered by three large gilt domes, the centre
dome being larger than those on its sides. The middle
dome iz about 18 feet and the side domes are about 15 feet
from the roof of the mosque, and about 45 and 42 feet
respectively from the court of the mosque.*

The following account of the massacre of Delhi is stumma-
rised from the history of N4dir Shdh by Abdul Karim ;—

“ The army of the Moghal king was so curiously attired, and the
men were of such uncouth appearance that they drew the derision of
the people of Delhi. On the third night after the occupation of Delhi
by Nadir Shéh, a report was spread in the city that the Emperor
Muhammad Shéih had assassinated Néadic Shédh 1a the citadel. The
Qazlbash, or the soldiers of Nddir Shah, were attacked by the citizens
of Delhi, and 1t is said that 3000 of these soldiers were kiiled, A$
miduight a report of what had occurred was seat to Nidir 8héh. Nidir
Shah disbelieved the report till it was impossible to do so, when he
sent an orderly to cnquire into the matter. Those who heard the news
had no news to give. The orderlies were murdered, and Nidir Shéh
ordered 2000 Jazdrcbis to occupy the gates of the fort, and fire into the
crowd. ¥or a thme the disturbauce in the city abated ; but by day-
hight it rose again. Nadir Shah then rode out of the fort to the
mosgue of Roshan-uddoulah. Fired at the sight he saw there, he
ordered his Jazarchis and three thoussnd men besides, at 7 in the
morning, to draw their swords and to spare no man dressed as a Hind ;
any man so attired was to have the garment of life stript from his
bedy ; and murder and plucder, killing and robbing, and all that is
neeessary to eomplete hard-heartedness and violence should be exceed-
ed and no man should forbear.”

——

*On the face of the mosque is the following inscription ;—

In the reiguof the King of the Seven climes,

Dignified like Solomon, Mohammad Shih, Lord,

For 3héh Bhik, the Polar Star of the Age,

This Masjid [was erected, and] it is unrivalled in the world for its splendoar,
O God ! it is not [that the masjid is dedicated to,] It for his good acts,

1t is named after, Roshan-uddoulah, Zafar Khén,

Ttz date, caleulated from the Hijub [of Muhammad]

Is vne thousand, one hundred thirty and four,
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From 7 in the morning t04 in the evening Delhi was
given up to massacre: ‘“the bad pgople of the city
abandoned it and the good suffered.” The city kotwal reported
the death of thousands and the scene of the massacre
extended to the following localifies : from the Lahore
Gate of the city to the old 'Idgah, near Jahdnumd ; to the
north as far as the Parf Mosque, and to the
gouth, beyond the Delhi Gate of the ecity; “round
the Jama Masjid” and  towards Pahar ganj, the root ot the
troubles,” and those who were made priseners . here
were taken to the bank of the Jumna and beheaded.
“ The quarters first attacked were those occupied by
jewellers, Sharafs, bankers and merchants.”* Some of
the noblemen of Delhi, who were well affected fo the foreig-
ners and Nadir Shéh, were defended by the Qazlbash,
and “ small neighbourhoods were spared in this manner,”
Muhammad Shdh, alarmed at the reports which had reached
him, sent & messenger to Nddir Shdh and begged for forgive-
ness ; the tyrant relented and spared the people of Delhi « for
the sake of Shah Muhammad.” Another account states, that
Mirzd Mehdi, the physician of N4dir Shah, was seated on the
steps of the mosque, when Asif Jah, Prime Minister of Shah
Mubammad, brought him a long-winded petition and begged
for mercy. The Mirzd remarked to Asif J4h, that before the
petition was finished the whole of Delki would be depopulated,
and requested that the Vazir should revise it. Asif Jih,
alarmed and distracted, left the matter in the hands of Mirza
Mehdi who, advancing towards Nadir Shah, respectfully
repeated the following verse :

The Prime Minister of Hindustan, bare-headed and with eyes
full of tears,

Is anxious to know whether your vietory-seeking soldiers are to
wash their hands in blood or water ?

“I bave forgiven the citizens of Delhi, said Nadir, “for
the sake of the Vazir's grey beard.”  And such,” says the
historian, “ was the state of discipline in the army, that when
the order for peace was given, even the murderer drew
back his sword from the throat of his would-be victim.”

- % ¥
extrem.li':l; g}:"ﬁtﬁ) E:ilg;ézah ot the Bloody Gate, is the popular name of the western

baukers and merchants, |1 LBOWE street, Which Is still occupied by jewellers,
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Jantar Mantar.— On our way back to the camp,” writes
Thorn, “ we stopped to view the celebrated observatory called
the Genter Muntur, erected in the third year of the reign of
Muhammad Shah, in1724, by the famous astronomer, Jeysing,
or Jayasinah, Rajah of Ambhere, and founder of the principa-
Iity of Jeypore. This monument of oriental munificence and
science, is situated without the walls of the city, near two
miles from the Jumma musjid ; but the work was never
completed, on account of the death of the projector, and the
subsequent confusions of the empire. The observatory was,
however, sufficiently advanced to mark the astronomical skill
and accuracy of the prince by whom it was designed, though
it has suffered severely from the ravages of the Jauts, who,
not content with earrying off all the valuable materials which
were portable, committed many wanton excesses upon the
finest parts of the edifice. The great equatorial dial is still
nearly perfect, but the gnomon and the periphery of the
circle on which the degrees are marked have been injured
in several parts. - The length of this gnomon is one hundred
and eighteen feet seven inches ; the base one hundred and
four feet one inch ; and the perpendicular fifty-six feet nine
inches. A flight of stone steps leads up to the top of the -
gnolll)llon, edges of whicl as well as the arches, were of white
marble.

““Besides this stupendous instrument which, on account of
its magnitude and accuracy, was denominated by Jeysing
- himself the Semrat Genter, or ¢ the prince of dials,” there are
two others of a similar eonstruction and materials, but ona
smaller scale. The three gnomons are connected by a wall, on
which is described a graduated semicirele for measuring the
altitudes of objects lying due east or west from hence.

‘ In a southerly direction from the great equatorial dial
are two buildings exactly alike, and adapted for the same
purpose, which was that of observing the altitude and
azimuths of the stars. It is evident that these duplicate
structures were designed to prevent errors by obfaining
different ohservations at tlie same time, and comparing the
results. These last buildings, which are of a circular form
and open at the top have, each of them, a pillar of the same
height in the centre, from whence proceed horizontally, at
about three feet from the bottom, thirty radii of stone o the



270 FAEHAR-UL-MASAJID, OR THE PRIDE OF MOSQUES.

circumference, The intermediate spaces are equal to the radii,
s0 that each of these, with the space between, forms together a
complete sector of six degrees. Within the side of the wall are
recesses, on the edges of which are marked the tangents of the
degreesof the sun’s altitude, as exhibited by the shadow of the
perpendicular still in the centre, and numbered from one degree
to forty-five; but when the sun-exceeds that height, the deg-
rees are marked on the radii, numbered from the pillar in such
a manner as to0 note exactly the complement of the altitude.
These degrees are even sub-divided into minutes ; bat the
opposite spaces in the wall, which are divided into six equal
parts or degrees, have no sub-divisions. By observing on
which of these the shadow of the pillar falls, the sun’s
azimuth may be ascertained at once ; and in the same manner
may the lunar altitudes and azimuths be determined, as
well as those of any star that comes upon the meridian.
Between these bulldings and the great equatorial dial
is & concave of stone-work, vepresenting the celestial
hemisphere, twenty-seven feet five inches in diameter. Itis
divided by seven lines of masonry at the distance of fifteen
degrees from each other, and intended as delineations of so
many meridians.”

Fakhr-ul-Masajid, or ThePride o] Mosques— Was built
in the year 1141 A. H. (1728 A. D)), by Fakhr-ul-nisd
Begam, the wife of Nawdb Shuji-’ath Khén, an Amir of the
Court of Aurangzeb. It stands near the Kashmir Gate, on a
platform about 40 feet by 24 feet, and about 8 fect from the
ground. In the eastern face of the platform there are
small shops facing the road. The top of the platform, or
terrace, is paved with sand-stone and is protected by a dwarf
stone parapet. The court of the mosque is enclosed on
three sides, on the west by the mosque, and on the north ard
the south by two arcades about 8 feet high, 8 feet wide and
23 feet long. The arcades consist of three compartments, the
middle compartment is entered through three arched doors,
and is double the size of the adjoining compartments.

. The mosque itself stands on a two-feet high sand-stone
leth. It conmsists of three rooms, each having a scol-
oped arched entrance. The face of the mosque 1is
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covered with marble, and ornamented with bands of red-
stone which enclose the arches. The roof of the
mosque is protected in front by an embattled marble parapet ;

the parapet over the centre arch is about four feet higher -

than those on the side arches. The mosque is flanked b
lofty minarets striped longitudinally with marble and red-
stons, and surmounted by small octagonal open pavilions, with
gilt domes and pinnacles. On either side of the centre arch
-there is a minaret which rises about 8 feet above the roof of
the mosque ; it s also striped with marble and red-stone, and
1s surmouunted by four-pillared open pavilions. The pinnacles
of the minarets are also of copper-gilt. Behind these minarets
the roof of the mosque is surmounted by three graceful domes,
one over each of the rooms of the mosque; they are striped
like the minarets, but with white and black marble, and are
topped with gilt pinnacles.

The floor of the mosque is paved with white marble, divid-
ed into squares with bands of red-stone. ¥From the floor
to the height of abeut 4} feet, the inner walls are faced with
marble, the rest of the walls are of sand-stone. Tn the back-wall
of the mosque are the mehrabs (recessed arches) of the Qib-
lah ; they are about 10 feet high. On the left of the
centre recessed arch is the marble pulpit. The inside of the
domes are of masonry. In the left side-wall of the mosque
is a door, and on the right a small room for the use of the
mulldé (priest) in charge of the mosque. The left wall of the
mosque, and, the colonnade on the same side suffered during
the sieze of Delhi in 1857, and a cannon ball dismantled the
pavilion of the minaret on its north-eastern corner.

The mosque is entered from the north-eastern corner of
the platform ; some of the steps leading up to the court of the
mosque are covered by the roof of the doorway.

On the door of the mosque is the following inseription
on marble : ¢ Fakhr-ul-Masajid ; ” and over the centre arch,

the following :

The Khén, the Cherisher of Faith, Shujd-'ali Khdn, has obtained a
laoce in Paradise,
By the will of God and the grace of Murtazs,
Chief of the ladies and slave of Fatimab, Fakhr Jahan [Pride of
the world],
Built this mosque, to his memory by the blessing of Mustafi.

A
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The Garden, and the Gates of Mahaldar Khan.—About
four miles to the north-west of Modern Delhi are the gates
and garden of Nazir Mahaldir Khén, an officer of some im-
portance in the reign of Muhammad Shih ; both the garden
and the gates stand on the road to Karnal, and were built in
the year 1141 A. H. (1728 A. D.) The garden occupies
several acres of land, and its main entrance 1s on the Karnal
road. The gate of the garden has two arched doorways about
9 feet wide, 14 feet high and 35 feet deep, being of the depth
of the two rooms on either side of the passage. Red-stone
1s used only in ornamenting the arches of the gateway
and of a projecting bracket on either side of them.
About 180 feet from the entrance of the garden there is a 40
feet square building, a sort of lodge, standing on a terrace 4
feet high and 60 feet square. It has a room in each of its
four corners, and the intervening spaces are occupied by four
corridors of three arches each; in the centre of the enclos-
ing corridors there is a square room. The best part of the
lodge is built of red sand-stone ; there are steps on each of
the four sides of its terrace. Under the parapet of its roof
there is a deep stone ledge which goes round the building.
Within a few feet of the lodge there isa deep tank of red
sand-stone, 90 feet square, which is fed by the Delhi Canal

This garden formed the eastern boundary ot the Bazaar of
Mahalddr Khan, and the ruins of its shops may still be seen.
Between the Garden and the Bazaar there was an extensive
enclosure, and in 1its northern and southern walls were
the gates popularly known as Tirpauliyah, or Three Gates.
The northern gate is still on the Karnal road, and gives one
the idea of the approach to an ancient city ; but the
corresponding gateway, which is avoided by the new road,
stands a good way on the left of it. The first gateway
is an oblong building about 50 feet by 38, and consists of
three arches ; the centre arch is 14 feet 7 inches and the side
arches are 14 feet and 3 inches wide, butthey are of equal
height, being about 17 feet from the ground. From the top of
the arch to the top of the roof the wall is 10 feet high; the
arches are two deep. The roof is protected by a plain parapet

wall about 2 feet high ; there are steps in the side walls which
lead to the top of the gateway. '

About 250 yards from the first i
_ - gate is the second gate
of the Bazaar, There is an inscription over the centre arches
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of the gates; the letters are of black marble inlaid in &
slab of white marble.* The second gateway resembles the first,
with this difference, however, that the rooms in the two
gateways do not communicate with one another in the same
order, and that there are two small flanking minarets in the
second gateway which we miss in the first.

—

The second Sonehri Masjid of Roshan-uddau-
lah.—This Masjid was built in Faiz Bazaar by Roshan-ud-
daulah, inthe year 1157 A H (1745 A. D.), fully 24
years after the building of his first mosque in Chsnd-
nf Chauk, It standson a terrace about 9 feet high—from
the level of the Faiz Bazaar road—32 feet broad and 57
feet long. The gate of the mosque is in the eastern wall
of the terrace;it is 11 feet high, 16 feet wide and about 6
feet deep ; two flights of steps, under the cover of the gateway,
lead to the top of the terrace. On the north and the south of
the terrace there are rooms and ddlins, or halls, for the use of
students ; on the west of the terrace is the mosque, containing
three rooms ; on eitber side of it is a small room about 6 feet
square for the use of the attendants of the mosque. The Masjid
is entered through three arched doorways. From the floor
of the terrace to the embattled parapet over the side arches
the mosque is about 24 feet high, and from the floor to
the parapet over the centre arch it is 26 feet high. The
centre door is 9 feet wide and the side doors about 8 feet
wide ; the doors are raised from the floor by two steps.
The domes of this mosque were covered with coppergilt
casings, which were used for the repair of the domes of the
mosque in Chandni Chauk. The stone and mortar of the

* [ENQLISH TRANSLATION OF THYS INSCRIPTION.]

“By the blessing of (God and the Prophet of the age,

[This was] built by Nézir Mahaldér Khén ; such a [gloricus] Bazaar with
three gates,

That it may be a memorial of him for ages.

From Hdthif came a voice to this feffect].

May this building stand for ever.”
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despoiled domes have almost disappeared. There is an inscrip-
tion on the eastern wall of the mosque.*

———

Qudsiah Bagh.—This garden, which at one time contain-
ed an extensive palace, was laid out on the banks of the
Jumna at a short distance from the Kashmir Gate, in the
year 1162 A. H. (1748 A. D) by Qudsi Begam, the wife
of Muhammad Shih and the mother of Ahmad Shah, in
succession, Emperors of Delhi. 1t is not at all unlikely, as
related by tradition, that Qudsi Begam took advantage of
a garden on the river to improve it and adorn it with palatial
buildings and with splendid water works, the foundations of
which may yet be seen. Nothing now remains of the palace,
if I am to judge from the two sketches of the place that I have
seen ; the most prominent objects that now belong to Qudsiah
Bigh are a gateway, two bdrddaris, three interrupted lines
of heavy walls, and a group of deserted shops.

The gateway, which 13 on the west of the garden, is a
stone and masoary stracture, lofty but heavy and gloomy.
It is 39 feet high, 74 feet long and 55 feet wide. To inter-
rupt a view of the palace through the gateway, a half-wall
is erected between its two arches,

There were two minarets on two flanking pilasters of the
gateway, crowned with clumsy ornaments resembling flower-
pots.  On either side of the gateway there is a row of masonry
cells which must have once completely enclosed the garden,
but which is now interrupted in several places. On the north-

* [ ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE INSCRIPTION. ]

“Thavks be to God ! by the grace of the glory of the Sayyad,saved by lis
knowledge of God :

Bhih Bhik, the perfect teacher, the strenathener of the holiness of God,

In the reign of a Kiug like Alexander. [in glory] and in dignity like Jamshid,

The spreader of justice. Muhammad Shih Ghiizi, Bidahdih,

Roshan-nddanlah Zafar Khin, the Lord of Leneficence and bounty,

Built this golden Mosque, heavenlike [in loftiness).

Such a Masjid, {and such is] the dignity of its Court, that the sky made the
rays of the light of the sun sweep it in the mornings ;

Ita clear tank, is « sampie of the spring of Paradise ;

‘Whoever haa washed himse!f with its witer has cleansed lis sing

The year and date of its buildieg] Rizdli got from the voice of the Unseen :
[1t md;:!:e ;N;ias;ld like |51e Mosque of Paradise, where the light of God
n,
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western corner of this wall there are vats whence the foun-
tains of the garden were supplied with water. On the south-
western extremity of this wall there is a block of buildings,
consisting of rooms, about a hundred feet wide and five
hundred feet long, with a court in the centre. It is
said, that there was a similar block of buildings on the right
of the gateway, and that the ground between them was en-
closed by another wall of cells, which was entered by an
outer gateway which has since disappeared. The eastern
side of the Bdgh 1s an open space, but well covered with
the ruins of houses and water-works, and considering its
position, it must have been the most important part of the
garden snd is probably the site of the palace. On the north
and the south of thegarden there aretwo lines of walls contain-
ing cells, like those on either side of the gateway, having a
small anpretending baraduri in the centre. These rooms are
built en five feet high terraces, and are about 20 feet
wide znd 50 feet long, with three arched doors in front.
The garden was entered by three gateways; we have already
deseribed tha main entrance on the west, there were two
other entrer ces through the northern wall, one under the ba-
redart, and the other in the western corner of the wall ; the
latter now := a shapeless gap.

The A1:que at the south-eastern corner of the Bagh—so
much batiersd by gun shots during the seige of Delhi in
1837-—though attached to the palace, was npot ipcluded
in it.

Screhri Masjid, near Lal Qil'ah.—Jived Khan, a
courtier of some renown during the decline of the Delhi
Empire, who played a remarkable part in the reign of
Ahmad Szih and met with a tragical death, he was the con-
fidential adviser of Nawib Qudsi Begam, the mother
of Ahmad Shah, and the wife of Muhammad Shih. In the
year 1165 A, H., (1751 A. D} he built this mosque within
a hundred yards of the Delhi Gate of Ll Qilah ; the domes
and the pinnacles were covered with copper-gilt plate.

It is one of three mosques which are known by the
name of Sonehri Masjid ; the subject of the present
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"notice bemg one and the other two being the Golden Mos-
ques of Roshan-uddaulah in Chandni Chauk and Faiz
Bazaar.

The mosque of Jived Xhidn is a small but remarkably
elegant building ; in few of the structures of the later Moghal
period is there such a wonderful combination of smaliness
of size with perfect symmetry of form. Three graceful
domes, once covered with gilt casing and now with
well finished free stone, flanked with slim and tapering
minarets of the same material Jend beauty to this, otherwise,
unpretending building.

The mosque stands on the corner of a cross road ; the
road to the south is almest on a level with the cours of the
mosque, but the road on the east was low enough to have jus-
- tified the architect in building a handsome entrance, the em-
battled parapets of which do not rise 4 fast above the level
of the court of the mosque. This gate, a small half-hexagonal
tower, is built of sand-stone ; it has three entrances—the arched
entrance in the centre is about 15 feet by 10, and has a door
on either side of it. On the top of the gateway is a five feet high
balustrade, the lower half of which consists of a low embat-
tled parapet, above which is a dwarfopen arcade of thesawe
height, Under the centre arch of the gateway, which is taste-
fully ornanamented with scrollsand foliage, and consists of two
recessed arches, there are ten stone steps which lead up to the
court of the mosque. The side entrances lead to this Hight of
steps and to a room on eitherside of the staircase. The gate-
way way flanked by two minarets which were destroyed not

very long ago.

The court-yard is about 48 feet square and is paved with
sand-gtone, but, owing to neglect, grass is permitted to grow
betweentheflags. The mosque stands on a plinth 18 inches high,
18 built throughout of red-stone and the ordinary sand-stone
of the country, and consists of three rooms. There are three
arched entrances to the mosque ; the contre arch is scolloped
like its side arches, butitis more elaborately ornamented
with scrolls and foliage than the others. There is a deep
stone ledge over the three arches. Behind each of
the t.hre:-e arches, there isa room and over each of these rooms
there is a bulbous dome, built on a cylinder about 3
feet high. Originally, the domes were covered with copper-
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gilt plate, but the mosque was repaired by Bahadur Shih in
1852, when he covered the ruined domes with sand-stone,
striped longitudinally with red-stone and crowned with gilt
pinnacles. The centre dome is about 45 feet high but
the side domes are about 5 feet lower.

The centre arch, which is crowned with an embattled pa-
rapet, is flanked by two minarets which rise about 8 feet
above the roof, and are topped with ornamental bosses
with gilt pinnacles. About 6 feet lower than the parapet of
the centre arch are the embattled parapets over the side
arches, and on their northern and southern extremities
there are two slim and very tastefully constructed mina-
rets, about 60 feet high, and each supporting an octagonal open
pavilion with a gilt dome. On the back of the mosque, to the
right and theleft of the centre dome, there are two dwarf mins-
rets corresponding to those flanking theparapet over the centre
arch. The back of the mosque is also flanked by two pilas-
ters which above the roof of the mosque support octagonal
open pavilions, the domes of which have eithar disappeared or
were never built.

The floor of the mosque is paved with sand-stone ; and
each of its three rooms has a niche in its back wall, 8 feet from
the floor. Some of the gilt and paint of the original decora-
tions may yet be seen in the walls. The side rooms are
separated from the centre room by two arches ; the inner
face of the arches must have been elaborately painted ; and
some traces of these paintings are still visibie. The pulpit
has been removed from the centre room, and 1ts site is stil
marked by lines on the floor. Over the outer faces of the
arches there are five slabs ot marble, which bear the following
inscription, inlaid in black letters :

“ Thanks be to God ! in the reign of Ahmad Shah Ghazi Bidshih,
Protector of the People, the doer of justice, Protector of the Kings
of the world.

This Masque was built by the Ndawab of pure dignity (Qudsi]. May
this alt-blessed place, [fit for] Angels [to] worship, last for ever.

The exertions of the Nawab Bahddur [the Lord] of mercy and
benevolence,

Built this eternal [Jéved] place of the exzalted Master [of] Power.

1ts well, tank and court are clean and are better than [the water]
of Zamzam,

‘Whoever has washed with its water has been cleansed of his sins,
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The year of its foundation, Khurram obtained from the voice
of the unseen,

G [It is the] Mosque of Bethlehem ; it is the resting place of the light
of Od.” .

A few feet to the west of the mosque there is a
small enclosure containing a marble tomb, the history of which
I have ;0{. been able to ascertain.

The Tomb of Safdar Jang.—Abil Mansir Khiu, better
known by his title of Satdar Jang, was the nephew and succes-
sor of Sd-’adat *Al{ I\ hdn, Viceroy of Oudh. He was a Persian
by birth and visited india at the invitation of his uncle, the
Viceroy, whose daughter he married. When order was res-
tored in Hindustan after the invasion by Nddir Shih, Mansir
Khan became a favourite at the Court of Delhi, and when
Nizém-ul-Mulk declined the Wazir-ship of the Emperor
Ahmad Shih, Mansiir Khin was raised to that dignity with
the title of Safdar Jang. He was a man of ordinary ad-
ministrative capacity, but by the incapables who then advised
the king, he was regarded as a man of genius. Perhaps
less crafty, certainly less adventurous, than his r1ival, Ghuzi-
uddin Khdn, the son of Nizdim-ul-Mulk, he was compelled to
abandon the post of honour in Delbi and lived in a hot-bed of
intrigue till his death occurred in 1167 A. H. (1753 A. D.)
He was buried in the mausoleum which stands on the road to
the Qutb Mindr, about five miles from Shihjahandbid, or
Modern Delhi. This mausoleum is in some respects not unlike
that of Humayin and is believed to have been intended as a
duplicate of that superb building. It stands in the centre of an
extensive garden, on a lofty terrace containing arched cells.
The roof of the tomb is surmounted by a marble dome, and is
supported by open marble pavilions on the four corners ; but
the tomb of Safdar Jang is poor and unimpressive compared
with that of Humdyin, and may be considered, as

Keene justly remarks, “the last grand effort of Mogul
architecture.”

Phe garden in which the tomb stands is about 300 yards
square ; the gite of the mausoleum is on the east of the
~ garden and contains rooms for the accommodation of the
attendants of the tomb. In the centre of the walls, on the

other three sides of the enclosure walls, there are
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dn’ans, which are used as rest-houses by visitors. On each of
the four corners of the garden there is an octagonal tower, the
sides of which, with the exception of the entrance, are covered
with perforated red-stone screens. Dehind the gateway, and
a little to its north, there isa masjid with three dowmes and
three rched entrances, built throughout of red-stone.

- The terrace on which the tomb stands is 10 feet hich
from the level of the garden, and 110 fect square.
ln  the centre of the terrwee is a vault uunder which
is the grave of Satdar Jang. 'The building over the grave is
66 feet square and about 90 feet hich ; in its centie there isa
room 20 feet square containing a beuutiful marble monument,
highly polished and massively carved. Round the centre room
there are eight apartinents, four of which are square and
tour octagonal. The pavement and the walls of the room,
up to the waist, are of marble. The roof of the centre
rooin is about 40 feet high and the ceiling is formed by a flattish
dome, ‘The apartuents above correspond with thosc below.

In the centre of the roof stands a bLulbous marble
dome, with marble minarets at each anule. The four
faces of the tumb are abhke both in construction and ornamen-
tation ; the latter consists of inlaid bands of marble. A stone
aqueduct, deprived buth of 1ts foantains and water, may vet be
seen in front of the tomb,

The mansolenm of Safdar Jang was built by his son,
Shujd-uddaulah, Viceroy of Oudh, under the superintendence
of one Sidi Baldl Muhammad XKhin, and ata cost of 3 lacs of
rupees.

The following inseription was placed on the eastern face
of the tomb :—

“ When the hero [Safdar] of the plain of valonr

Accepted the onler to leave this transitory house,

The following date was given of it- [his dleparture]:

May you be a resident of the high Heaven "

T——

Lal Banglah.—The origin of this building is not known;

but, about 90 years ago, the Emperor Shiih "Alam buried here

his mother and daughbter and converted the place into a
burial ground for his family. Ldl Banglah stands at a short dis-
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tance both from Purdna Qil'ah and the village of Nizim-uddin ;
it containg two domed mausoleums in an extersive walled en-
closure. The length of the enclosure i3 177 feet and its breadth
160 feet ; the wall is about 9 fest high, but nine-tenths of
1t are In ruins. The gateof the Banglah 1s on the north-eastern
corner of its court and is protected by an outer work 1n the
form of a barbican.

Neither of the two tombsis in the centre of the court ;
the tomb nearest the gate is that of Lal Kanwar, mother of
Shih *Alawn, and hence the mausoleum is supposed to have
taken the name of Lal Danglah. It stands on ared-stone pave:
terrace about 524 feet square and about a foot high ; the build-
ing itself is about 30 feet square, having ou each of its four
corners a room about 6 feet square. Between these rooms
there are dalans, or halls, each consisting of three arches sup-
ported by two stone pillars and two stone pilasters. The ruom
in the centre of the building is 12 feet square. There
are three graves in this room and one in the western hall
The roof of the tomb is about 20 feet high and is surmounted
by a red-stone dome in the later Moghal style. The dome is
about 25 feet high, ticlusive of the pinnacle.

About 50 feet from this tomb is the second tomb of Ll
Banglah. 1t is 51 feet square and 1s built on the same plan
as the first tomb, having corner square rooms, oblong halls, or
dalans, and a square centre room. The dome on the roof is
also built of red sand-stone. This is the tomb of Begam Jan,
a daughter of Shih ’Alam. The monument on the grave
was removed not long ago.

In an adjoining enclosure there are three tombs belong-
ing to the family of Akbar Il.

The Tomb of Mirza Najaf Khan.—No human effort
could have saved the Empire of Delhi after the invasion
of Nadir Shah, but with tke death of Najaf Khin
vanished the hopes of even a protracted existence. ~ The last
great name 1n the history of the Moghal Empire is, undoubtedly,
that of Najaf Khdn, for although, when his death occurred, the
Emperor Shéh *Alam was still on the throne of Delhi, and
two of his descendants lived to wear the purple, the destruction
of the Empire was complete when the successors of N ajaf
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Khin truckled to traitors and bargained with rebels. “The
division of his offices and his estates,” says Keene, “ became the
subject of speedy contests, which finally overthrew the last
fragments of Moghul dominion or independence.” Najaf
Khin was a man of great ability ; he was a Persian
by hirth, a lineal descendant of Muhammad and a member
of the illustrious Safwi dynasty. “ At his death,” says the
historian of * The Moghul Emuire,” “he wielded all the
power of the empire, which his energies and virtues had
restored. He was Deputy Vazir of the absentee Viceroy ot
Oudh, and Commander-in-Chief of the army. He held direct
<ivil administration, with receipt of the surplus revenues agree-
ably to eastern usage, of the Province of Agra and the Jat
territories, together with the district of Ulwur to the south-
~wegt, and those portions of the upper Dooab which he had
nof alienated in Jaeedad,™*

. According to Mr. Keene, who guotes no less an authority
than, Warren Hastings, the Governor General of India at the .
time,"Najaf Klin died on the 26th of April 1782, buat the’
date on his torub corresponds to the middle of 1781.

I'th a ruined but large enclosure in 'Ali Ganj, near
Modern Delhi, is the tomb of Najaf Khin. Itis90 feet
square, stands on a 2 feet high plinth and is built of red sand-
stone. The roof of the building is 10 feet high, and supports
an octagonal tower, 12 feet in diameter, on each of its four
corners. The roof of the tomb is flat, but the rooms have
vaulted ceilings.  Onthe right of the grave of Najaf Khin
is that of his daughter Fatimah. The monuments over both
the graves are of marble ; and are 2 feet high, 9 feet long and
8 feet broad. The marble head-stones contain inscriptions :—

ENQLISU TRANSLATION OF THE INSCRIPTION OX TIE TOMB OF NaAfiF EIAN..

“ He [alone] is living, who will never die,

The sky with its uncertain revolutions, with its back like a bow and full of
arrows,

{Is certain] that its arrows of miictivn [will] never miss it mark.

It shot fan arrow] at a mark, wiich was one of the respected sayyads ;

The blood fof the sayyads]and the sayyads of the Safwi [dynasty} were honoured
by him.

He}was a precions fruit of the tree of the garden of the Twelve {Truim] 4

He was a pure light of the two pearls [ITasan and Hosain], and a pearl of the
nine shetls |the sky] ; ]

Pakshi-ul-3nlk, Amir Najaf Ehin, the Lion-hearted ;

Conqueror of the countries of Hind, with the help of [the command] * Be not
afraid.’

* Keene's ¥ Moghul Empire.”
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He is a hers, [of such power]that if he held the fsword of "Ali] Ziliakiir
in_his hand,

The Kipg Lafathi ['Ali} himself would exclaim : A worthy son.

Ee 'tMtu the companion of the Prophet, who is the first ani the last of the
Prophets,

fAnd] of thy ancestor ["A1i] the revealer of the secrets :*If it cun be revesl

el -
The pen of ’Ali [the writex of the epitaph] equal to thatof the angelic mesenger
wrote on his [Najaf Khiw's] ashes [romly]
The date [of his death} : * This is the grave of Najaf [The name of the moun-
tain iv which *Ali was buried,] {1151 A. H. "
ENaLISH TRANSLATION OF THE INSCRIPTION 0N THE TOMB OF ¥AJAF KI{AN'> DAGGIITER.

* O God !
He [alone] is living, who will never die,
Cries of lamentation are heurd :  She is gone from this alode of nshes, and the
foundation of grief !
[She who bad] the temper of un angel ; the virtuous woman, ske [who was}
of auspicious birth,
Blessed she was, [because] she bore the uame of the daughter of the Prophet ;
May she be forgiven for the sake of the soul of Fatimah, the illnnined ;
‘With .l her heart she sucrificed herself to the love she bore to Ali ;
Sheloved and oifered herself as a sacrifice to the manes of the venerated
Lipéms ;
She was the daunghter of the Mir Bakshi of IIind, Najaf Khin ;
Muy God grant her a place in the wbhode of the pure.
I drew a sigh [uh !] and the date {of her deathi was evident in this hemiatich :
May ‘Al and Fatima be her intercessors on the day of Resurrection {1256 A 1.1
‘Within twenty-five years ot the death of Nujaf Khan, the
so-called “ Empire of Delhi” was annexed to the British Em-
pire in India, and the last vestige of its nominal independence
was extinguished. General Yake, who saved the Emperor
of Delhi from the rapacity of Sindial’s ministers and the
insults of his French myrmidons, left him in his capital,
a pensioner of the British Government, On the 24th
of September 1803, thirteen days after Lake’s victory,
Colonel Ochterlony was put in civil and militarv charge
of Delii. Since then, only three events bave occurred
the memorials of which fall within the scope of this work: £,
the Ewmperor Shih Alam died at Delhi in 1808, and wasz
buried near the grave of Qutb Sihib in the village of
Mahrauli; in 1821, his grandson Mirzd Jahdngir died st \
Aila‘habad and was buried close to the tomb of Niztw-uddin &
;Auha, and in 1837, Akbar I1., the son and successor of Shih
Alam died at Mahrauli and was buried beside iz father.
Bahédur Shah, the son of Akbar [I, and the last titular kinr
of Delhi, was convicted of treason iir 1857, and transported 1
R}?_ngoon, where he died in 1862. The narrow piece of ground
which he had reserved for himself, between the graves of his
grandfather and father, is stil] unoccupied.
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