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being as grear an issue in the past as i s
i modern India, For varions reasons fow
temples suevived in Delln from carly
times. Obviously a lack of patronage
must have affected some, bur also,
although  most Mushim  rulers  were
toletant of other faiths, remples were
sometimes destroved, either as a political
statement of power or by the more
fanatical of the Islamue sultans. Recent
scholarship has established, however, thiat
this latter phenomenon was much less
common than is generally believed while
in the former case such destructive
statements could as easily be made by
rival Hindu powers. Many temples have
also been repeatedly rebule, adding to the
impression that there are few anciens
temples. In fact chere are several sites
where temples have existed for many
centuries though little of histoneal or

architeetural interest remains. Although

residental and community buildings have
por survived in grear numbers, many of
the existing urban villages are ancient
sertlements where the street pattern and,
until recently, eraditional building designs
anel methe wls ]H‘l"\.;li]a'd. A very common
feature of buildings in hot climages is the
which

open sided room, called a b
can be found free-standing, as pare of a
courtyard complex or, in chect, as the
prayer  hall of a typical muosgue, the

provotype ol which was @ desert house, Traditieeal village lane
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PiMaraG, the L‘|'|_'1]1 ol the carvimes made on therr wer  suetscs

Fluowhere, the spiare spaces between the columins are toobod noa

whighithy sipler o vente arvie, i which slabs are ladd acmoss cornen
acvessively veducing the rool opening I

(NITH |'||11|,'|||t|| withy trabeate conateaenon s that the stractarl
e ity is based on the st it ol stone 1 tension o inatanice, the
wetght brearing dewn on the contre of a bears wall iy goomadee it bened
i the mkddle; the bottom of the beam will therefore be steetched {in
wensiond, The same applies o a cantilev redd stone except that it wall
e i tension on the top sudlace, Stone 18 ot an inherently strong
material in tension, In modern times this problem has been sealwed
wsing steel, which s stromp i rension, either as steel beams or as
abrernative bt

| D ——

reintorcement in concrere, Timber is a low-technol
depends on cutting down big trees to make big beams Aehough

sion, which

SO0 1% Mol Slroage imn Lemsion 1f 15 very Strong: 1N COMmpre
s the way it is normally used, in solid walls, Arcuate construction was
the imvention of the Romans and its structural superionty derives
rone thar are all

from the fact that the areh is made up of blocks of
in compression. The weight from the wall above bears de

whole arch, compressing each element in it

A Further benefit of the true arch is that it can be constr
from many small, light blocks, which are much easier to handle than
the massive beams and slabs necessary in trabeate construction. From
the Romans the technigque spread throughout the Mediterranean
world and, of course, into the Middle East and then Ceneral Asia,
from where India’s ‘Turkish invaders came. In India, however, took
several decades for local building techniques to catch up with the
architectural style brought with the invasion. You will see good
examples of arcuate or ‘true’ arches in the Madrasa of Alauddin
(1317 - see p.42), near the Qutb Minar and you can see

how the weight is transferred through the stones of the

arch. It is clearly important that the joints berween the

blocks that make up the arch are not vertical or par.ﬁh L,
otherwise the blocks could shide past each other.
Domes in temples were clearly important
features, but often expressed differently
The interior shallow dome often

internally

from externally

transmogritied ino a different architectural form,

pically pyramidal, on the outside,
In other words the internal dome

which was the

dominant fearure.
was a structurally imited but
way of covering the important central

r,'rJn‘.'t'I'IiLIH and decoratve
space. Likewse,
the Islamic dome was clearly an extre mely impartant

hitectural element. Lt is p wssible that the form of an

s a substiture for the sky; this

Islamic dome was scen
¢ been the case in the context of

certainly seems to haw
o Koranie npuncton, were

Klauddin's Madrasa arches wombs, which aceording

o o
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(e ardval of the Tughlaks {(14%

PRA '|||,.i gt @ '.tl.tl']'i bweak In srchteetural
<tole. T Dl there arg mumerous srnples
ol baildings from the v of the Tughlak
ailtans, Tortifications were massive hieavily

1!.:!Ll||tl! (LE '~!'|'\-|‘I'|'|_|"| walls with vt ks

faciig siones like at Lal kot b most

R

L‘-;l\ui'\: |||-|- (LTSRS ot bs wWord ';IIIIlhr i I|I f-ll','_‘.-.
e indipenous Bnes, althowgh they appear
e MNpressive milivarily  aned  were
designed, like lslamic forts o other

countries, so that the cisadel could  Face
attack from the townspeonle

surrounding countryside. The w alls oof st
pon-military uildings were Luile using lecal
rock, often uncut but selected 1o provide @
flat surface for the facade, with a rubble infill. The wal

as well as the

Ghipasuddin Taghlak's fomb

s then plastered wherever

a more refined appearance was required. Because there 15 ittle evidence of what the

final plastered buildings were like, we are inclined o think that the Tughlaks were
Ci -ulr_'!nr-(rr.“:.

demonstrating  their might rather than their sop
descriptions of the caures gather contradicr this. Itis |
aon-durable nature of extenor plasterwork; the few
constructed from ashlar (square, close cut) Masonty, for inst:
Tughlak's Tomb at Tughlnk:uh'.ul {1320-24), arc in 2 new, austerc sty
battered walls and minimal decoration, but indispurably ‘refined” (see p.33). These
buildings were the precursors of the archetvpic hought of as Indo-
Islamic, which features, among other things, a combimnon of arches and squase
heavily ornamented corbels

wre msled by the
lings that are
Ghiyasuddin

- with heavily

stvle now

frames around distinetively ‘Indian’ doorways thar have
supporting a deep beam.

The style of portal just described is generally found in a bay projecung up
and out from the main fagade that 1s sometimes referred 1o as 3 pebiag. Tt is a form
and in the Central Asian context would norm
an open Court yedd. ‘This was an carly
could be closed at the back or

¢ is normally so

found throughout the Islamic world naliy
frame an fwan, a shallow vaulted hall facing
architectural feature in Islamie architecture. The Man
form the portal for an entrance, but in sultanare architecrure the 2
shallow that it would be misleading to refer to it as such, although it does occur in a

few carly buildings.
By the time of

fealligraphy, lotus buds, ete.) had chis

the buildings were originally covered W

articular feamares such
e on Indo-Tslamie fagades

the Tughlaks much of the carved masonry decorat

appeared (although we cannot tell vy what extent
ith decorated plasterwork)
as doors, arches and the

but white marble

was sometmes used o outline p
rectilinear frames that beeame such an important featur
This emphasis on hipghhghting architectural Fearures 15 10 nte

prevailing decorative system elsewhere in the Islamic worhd where
constructional features.

shlak dynasty and Tim

pesting CONErASt 1o the
decoranon {for

instanee ceramic tles) rended smother all
After the wmrmoil of the end of the Tu
much less forhidding.

1398 the architecture appears 16 have become
H H g e T i
Is Juring the Lodi period (1451 15263 and the early

ar's mvasion n
The Indo-

amic style reached s climax «
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e and decoratve features

work and vers fin
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Ehomous codours, [Sxs
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tone withouot the use of
ST patterns could be

that astomished Babur,

The Mughal Period (1526 - 1803)

e Sugals fosllonwend i the wellworm path ot T
Tl

i||r|||i'll1

paders and Purkish mercenanes as well s
geat predecessot Fiwe, Nonetheless

with them trom Coenteal Aaia and Fvabiual sesw tdeas ot

H.'H 5

er Humayun,
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avc v anel decoration, eapes nilly @
the second emperot, b Bpent some years as |
PPorsiinin congt It sl b

velugee 1IN the Wi
|l|'|11\‘ll".h oy elatin that o
1\1'1.'11‘“1:['. Moreover the end result, even
Prnledinges liat were commissioned Dy the riwval court,
haed as litde 10 do with the architectuee o the
Mughals® orpinal homeland or Persia as had Sultanane
architecture with the architecture of Afghanmistan or
Turkey. The early Mughal crnperors were impressel b
some of the buildings they found in India, such as
Gwalior Port, the buildings at Mandu and Sheikh
Almad Khar’s Tomb at Sarkhey near Ahmedabad
As under the Sultanate, the influential buildings

|,||Il|.1t|{t(' arybisti bsrvak

for those

were not neccssarily even Islamic
the influence of Rajput and other
indigenous styles cannot be

anderestimated; the influence in both
directions was, incvitably, strong.
Nonetheless, we can still idenufy a
new style that, it 1s safe o say, is hghter
and more delicate than the old. The peak
of Mughal architecture was reached
under Shah Jahan {reigned 1628-58) with
the Taj Mahal and his exquisite pavilions
inside the three Red Forts (Delhi, Agra
and Lahore) where the extensive use ot
white marble is probably the most
CONspicuous clement. However, there are
other characteristics that distinguish
Mughal architccrure from previous
siyles, For instance, the way in which
decoration  was  used  was
different: one sees in Mughal buildings,
i

surface

even as early as the mid-16" century,
preater  emphasis  on decoratingg flat
with relief carving, inkuid
stonework or tle-work, There was an

_I.l'Ii 'lllt'd

surluces
increasing  emphasis  on
deeoration rather than the decorauve usc

of architectural features. In other words,
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. LA N YT pall, narrosw spice sl thae e, The inner {de
s : 3 Jostre was introsdue ed i order to achieve as pleasing a set of
I,_ hl_ |:| h proportions inside the building as cutside
g There were other elements chat became more manner i
s the Mughal sivle developed. Por instance, etslumns became
bulbous and were often Auted. This was possibly der the
A influence of Luropean pictures of kings and religious scenes
et S et beside futed columns, The early Mughal reigns s he

Bk r1s ' first extensive visits by Buropeans, cager to fra
omb (1561.7) B i irs 5

J Empire, and onc of the gifts they brought were p?
Cusped arches, which had often fearured o carly
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-

ETlau X AL #
slormed g kot nette = wisi
VLN 1 wisibue aDove ThE ppper openinps wh ; : :
withis the H'H: 'uf;f'- 3 which aze, in eflect, smallinm with panels carved in the shape of a cusped arch projectng
S ShE Main fwan, Temb SIS
o t beneath a simple post and beam construction. From

elsewhere in India eame other clements
architecture, Specifically from Bengal came the curnous curves
before on noreh Indian buildings but increastnely comm
buildings such as the later buildings n the Red Fore
Some of the features mentioned above, such as the

el | inagda), ot seen

v on domeshc

lar

fings. However,

mof profile also featured prominently in domestic and secul
yMeSHC arct because so

it is impossible to identify other major changes in i
few pre-Mughal secular buildings survive.
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The Colonial and Post-
Independence Periods (1803 onwards)
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aretem, However, new methods of
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sl their astin wateed Daaalddipes, My
the time the planning of New
Dl (started e 1012 by Faunht
mostly i the 19205 and 3is) was

u\l.ulul.'|1l'l.'1.|| i ]IlI![l.' OV ernment sYRICIm
and a new building type had been ereatc
house it, exemplified by the old Writers Buldimg
i Caleutta, The New Delhn Secretarniat butlehinges,
which replaced the Caleutta buildings, must be
some of the finest povernment buildings in the
world  {now  known prosaically as North and
South Blocks).

While a distinction remained in the 19
century  between colonial buildings (located
mainly to the north of Old Delhi) and indigenous
buildings, this difference began to disappear,
especially after the building of New Delbi
Although in and around the walled city traditional
Javedis were still built, by the ame the capital was
reansferred there were a consicderable number of
Indians whose housing was indistinguishable
from that built for Europeans, in swle
sometimes not in amenity. This was somenmes
by choice but often beeause thae was all that was
on offer. The trend towards building in a Western
style has heen inexorable ever since, with

.
though

numerous estates of public scetor housing lad
out in ‘garden city’ style, perhaps archirecturally
more like a north Buropean than Einglish model.
Private housing, by contrast, is laid our In
‘colonics’ which are constraned by market forces

thus the very affluent have reas wmable sized
plots in exclusive areas while most of private
scetor Delhi is highly congested,

Compared with public secror housing styles,
the buildings n colonies such as Greater
Kailash=11, Vasant Vihar and New riends
Colany, are wonderfully eclectic but are derived
mare from a wide range of Buropean stvles than

from any indigenous ones,

- - i
b i el N
T ad A

—

PRD Beusing



|

The Main Building Types
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Hindu remples.
(iuru ‘-u.m.nk founded the Sikh r
God and are notably t,;_,.mt irlar,

believe in one
and gender twerms. Largge numbers of Sikh

Delhi after Parnton and cheir temples (g
there arc many examples 10 Delhi, are €

shiny white omion domes springing g from square twers t
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e

pierced by arched np:_ﬁlt‘.' s. Many of
commemaorate the sies of «p:.c:ru events in Skh
Unlike Muslims and C “hristians, Hindus do not

Instead the bodes are burned on the banks of nvers.

bury

dead.
Memaorals (often chatrf) were sometimes ¢
Imporein people. In the case

rected over the
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are few such examples
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Lecause the rulers were Auslin, there
until modern tmes, Gurudwars
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Ave he o the oy side.

sl oy thie wmndde, In all

goaales ol

chainbser enclosed by aorlich walls, “The main entrance will alw

ti older tombs the west wall is gererally closeed, with a s

other vespocts cach aldie will be the samme and there is almoss oy s o denpe over the

central chamber, Ne dless ey say ombs vary o stee, fron a aimple, armall saare

cliamber with one opcning each face amcd a plain dovimie abeve, o the miEny

chamberssd and clabuoritely roofed Flumayun's Tomb, There are geners lly ome or

more cenotaphs inatde, indicating the prosition of the T dies Iving i vanlt below

the belie being that there las 1o be enouph Beadroom for the decea o tor it up and

reply to the Angels of the Grave who visit on the day after bural. ‘The by is lakd

o alipn porth-souwth so that it would Face Meeca if turned on its sl

Mot everyone was buried helow an actual building The alternative was burial in
the open (more correct ace seding ta Koranic inferpretation), SOmetme in a walled
ference for bunal near
v atrracted burals in
ngr that of Chth

i Moroccan

compound with a prayer wall on the west side. There was

a holy man or s aint; there are several holy sites n Delhi
propartion to the holiness of the saint, the best-known €3
Sahib ar Mehrauh and Nizamuddin Aulia ar Nizamuddin. Ibn Bat
weaveller of the 141 century, in Delhi during the reign of Muhammad Tughlak,

deseribes burdal customs as he saw therm: ‘they build do

ed pavilions n [the

cemetery] and every grave must have a sibrab beside it, even if there is no dome over

it. They plant in it flowering trees’ (from The Travels

Medrasas were religlous colleges, but only in the s
Furopean universitics were religious foundations. They would have taught a wide
-xamples in Delhi but

thar medieval

varicty of subjects as well as the Koran. There are not
it is safe to say that the pattern of the buildings is broadly collegiate with numerous

rOOIMS ZIVing oo COMImonN Spices.

CHRISTIAN BUILDINGS

The most obvious example is the church,
generaily arranged so thar the congregation
faces east, as in Burope. In the case of
Delhi they were, of course, built by the
Brtish and look extremely Buropean, with
a dome, tower or spire over the ‘crossing’. !
Like in lslam, congregational worship s an :
imporiant part of the faith and the layour }I
of churches results from their use. They
are penerally cruciform, with the almor,
where the priest officiates, in the shorter, Church interior - St Stephen’s
rregration sits i the nave, the longer arm, and the side arms are

castern arm, The cong
worship.  They are comersonly

ofien devoted o small chapels used for privae

surrounded by a churchyard in which there are hunals.
was consecrated For further bunals; there arce

The constricted sites around

churches meant that separale g s

several cemeterics in Delhi Many of the largest schools and colleges were Christian

secular m usc,

foundations but ther butldings were largei
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This is a splendid wark, and even in its decay, #
retaing much of is past grandenr. That a work of
such fmportance Was constructed in the desert,
where it now stands, is pr:_fi-.'.’;']' incredible, and the
uins which seill surround if aitest a onge populosus
Jacadidy.
Suraj Kund,
described by Carr Stephen, 1876
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I3y thl_ |.!' cenury, the Tomars had achicved independence 1 2 higher authoaiy
They had also moved their capital From Sucaj Kuad to a
('hn.'n Minar was later builth, where the exmnt rematns shy
m].pk-x and a larpe tank within the walls, 1t 15 calcula
s thousand |1c41f:lr., growing subseq
later extended to the \SL. 1n___{1lll the Tomars came un
Ajmer, the Chauhans. Under the Chauhans the walls of
considerably by the c<mf=1ruct1nn of the somewhat lowe
Pithora, gving a toral circumference for the ity of 1'.1.
continue to tefer o the ongnal Tomar ciry as Lal Kot ever

expanded by the Qila Rai Pithora walls)
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were 2 numbee of fine
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{ 1heir neighbours. broo
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The lar land acrass which you
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The land avouid has been very hen
finds are unlikely

this dam,
recently, 3o further archaeologica

Suraj Kund Tank i-,m-ulla'h =117
cenury but perhaps earlier)

The strewn that runs through the
dam feeds the lake at Sura [und.
Nearby 15 a ciecular tnk, supposedly
buile by another Tomar king, Sura)
Pal. 1t is difficult ro say how much of
the tank is orginal because it was
repaired by Firoe Shah Tughlak in the
fourteenth cenury, We can guess that
Firoe Shah would not have shown
such interest unless  significant
remains existed. The platform on the

Sura) Nand

cast side may have been the base of a
i

d nearbw. Indeed the na

remple as carved temple fragments have been f

denve from a Sun Temple connection (Sura) = san rather than fr

LAL KOT (1063
For some reason, presumably because
stronply (orofied wown of Lal Kot some wn ki

promunent and casily defenced outcrop of rock
walls were L'\[L‘I.‘.L|.LL| i

he necded preater seCunty, Anang Pal
from Sura) Kuand
is th

. o 1
v the west side {The |

e ITes AW

The foundansn of the e

midd- 11 century and at some point the part 12
1 A " ;
sest preserved). The Tamars werc beoughe under

clan of Apmer

the sway of the Chaul
abour o cenmry later and the old wown was considerably inepeased in siye, ROW DECON g
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QuTE MOSOUE — TEMPLE RELICS (10601 1 Jare 127 contury)
The final and maost mpressive peliey from Rapput o are the templs
rernaing bl meo the mosgue the Cuth conmples, mainl
exquisitely earved eolumns but ako including the farmo!
over), The inseription over the Fast Gate to the mos
demolition of 27 Hindu and Jain temples from which thi
constructed. This was no communal event the dem
al purpose than a rel

COTSISTIgGE Of

probably had a greater pol
historical fact that Hindu conguerors were given o
aces and scizing their principal idols

enermies’ saceed p
as & major weakening of the power of the defeatec
demolished temples there were clearly 2 number that were fi

The sculpred columns that support the roof of the praver
colonnades are the most obvious relics. The roof iself 15 R
particularly the domes over the entrance bays, which may
come From temple mandapas, The lack of mortar in 10
technicues muse have made such re-use of matenals easy. T
Islamie elements are the Fimous iron pillac and, perhaps, part of the
platform on which the mosque was Ll

The columns in the prayer hall form the most orzanis d array.
The matching, central, block of columns arn all full heighr and suj

temple beams, some of w hich are still adoened with gny tgures

| ruler

imns themselves tearure

ich have been distigured. The o i

others of w
hanging bells at the top and a higlhdy ormamented seetion in the middle

with bands of carvings, including the popular vase mouf, There 15 another
large group of columns of great elegance and restraint that feature a
central section with hanging bells over an octagonal shafe. Others nearby
intersected by a

are very similar, wath one or two bands of hanging b

plr:iL'r.'lIII',': L,
Ihe colonnades on the other three sides of the courtyard have
s made up from pwo of

higher romals and are supp seted on column
y 1
h ather “.I.['I:. ol thesc arc

occasionally, three columns piled on wp of cac

at least as ornate a5 the larger columns in the prayer hall, 1f not more so.

1n several places human fgures are visihle and a stylised face {&nf wrivk b

can be seen on some columns,
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I do not think 1 have yef seet anything 1o

Fp':-':u.fh_"ﬁ'.n" — the  beanty, thawah r‘Jr.f' excfremee
desolation.’
Fanny Eden, 1838




The Early Delhi
Sultanate (1192 13200
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'L' by N ey
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the @reat Mmsqus
han nobles in Delhi
the building work

rine the Minar, He

N

vgl 3n 12249, Afrer a

he throns

ruler of Delhi, the

1!'_' l'JI‘.II

£ '-J‘\li Ery L @S

AEMH) S

s oof saints and

father-in-law,

T 10

wnrerioR of e Gy Bt ontaiche 1 we know that thers

I woveral i LTI i the Tl

ll‘l"" aof Ol sakil, .|'-||.I|:'|| it silapt ol

Mainaabiding Uil il Ajimer, The bunal places of pwao

ol Peagpmed's childien ar Gigther away Lo the ciey

Pallan eventaally became Sultan nmsell o wl
il vl 1 T L bs oot elear how thia Braniaition cams
alsout, W oy Bt Jonemy whether Mahimial Shah was

mrdencd o what beeame of  his descendant
"”I"'""”‘ Pallvan's grandson, the son of  Mabavied
shah, Atier Palban's cleatls his grandson, Foaygubad, becarn Sul
court was movesd away From the old eiry (al Koty and Kaygul
Foilokhiet near the Yamuna, Sufbicient |n-.u|1|c- mewved s him for it o have been called the

snless the Lal Mahal in Nizarmucidin was

Aantldin' s Madi v

1. For the fese tdme the

bl himeelf a palace st

ew town” although nothing of 10 oW Temking,

connected with it There were many pival nebles i hi en Fayyubad becamse il

I was deposed and his infant son was placed on the Afighan
nobleman. Tn 1290 jalalaldin set the child aside and became Sultan

Despite having been a successful general, as a ruler Jalataldin rorn It t ctual,

by peprai I Lo ¢ b

hetng pious and mereiful, especially ro his nephew, Alwdd
assassinating him in 1296 and soon seized power. The Kh

was nert popular with

ey of pew ralers.

the citizens, who had become accustomed to playing a role
A revolt in 1301 caused Alauddin 1o carry out an extensive p
16 move from the old city to the suburbs, o the site of the g
he consteucted another citadel. His palace was built outsic walls of Siri 1 s refermed
16> a6 the Mazar Sutun (thousand pillared hall)), a common pame for
of the city he also buile a new tank to supply warer fo the ag
the old city he commenced two grandiose building projects
Minar Mosque and a new wiwar 10 dwarf the existing one. Clea

aristocracy and

whire

«. Dhazside the walls
+ 15 Haoe Khas, In
ion 1o the Quib

med 10 be

seen as the main religons centre.

Alauddin had a reputation for unusually cruelty, commic
the feet of elephants and building rowers from the ads of the vang
grandiose builder and contemporary fepores speak of 70,000 cons
Sultan’s service; judging by the seale of his projects this is not diffa

ne

¢ his enermes under

. He was also a

n workers n the

ITu

1o believe. His military

. even making severl

ideas were no less enterprising, He began establish a real Indt
suceessful sorties into the south, but rebellion nearer home ever
His prubiary cxp_—uh‘.i:m:sm cost money and he m ide some radical fiscal re

Iy destecwved his ambions

Orms, nereasing

[ax

ation bur imposing strict price controls on essenal commodinies, allow
against the mainly Hindu rural anstocracy

a large army, but also discriminating
the mainly Muslim urban population. 1t also éncouraged the money economy and cx
e orowth of ID

production, presumably leading 1w the considerabl
Alauddin died in 1316, Again, the void ereated by the deat

1 of ape ywerful Sultan led o

ast of Alauddin’s descendants mer their ends. One of
i vears untl 1320, be fore beme murdered b

4 series of bloody epismdes in w hich m
fas sens, Outbaldin Mubarak Shah, ruled tor fon
his *favourite’, Khusrau Shah. Tnicially this mkeover appears o have
s Shah soon pot @ reputaon tor being ang-lslamic, al

been poj ong the
kel

11t s hikely

peapulation, but Khusr X
tat he went no further than bannng cow slavghter, Probably wilder stories, such as that

- v
were simply an excuse for mtervention 4]

&

peed the Koran as a seiat, v one of Adaudidins tormer
heutenants, Cihiyvasuddin Tughlak.
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The Monuments of the Early Islamic Rulers

b “—‘1”]' Minay ""”'N"‘ tw one of two Wotld Flermage Sives i Lelbi, this sithuee bﬂ.‘m
v cendse ol the

1|,|:='||_:1|.||Il, anied Coivtatns Liledinges comstgucred by thaee of thia [t

the ipwch later Plumayuns ok (p 62, Te conuists of the reli

carly Varkish
|-u'-.\ulul ab the carly Sultans
Wihough aleeady o topiomally impeosetant urbar centre, Delki only became & capitel Wit

il artival ol the Turkie Ayghan, Muharmad of Ghor in 1192 Because e pewer base was

e Atglainstan and the Punjab, Delhi was ol great srratey)
{ itlsuclide

iC Importance 1o tum. ‘The cire's

npOTERCE N alses Wave been enhanced hecas , Adkrak, the commander left in

chane of Dethi, became the most [ swertul of Muhammad of G it aplians
Diespite the areival of a seemingly alien polivical aned el Iture, for the ordinary
hit it have been as traumaric a8 Wi mmight think. Many

inhabitant of the city the changes mig
thangs such as the currency remained the same, and they
the culture and religion of teaders from Central Asia. The loc al people would have witnessed
the destruction of emples and the erection of some astomi + in their place
1 ocal masons would have been mvolved in the construcion and v work woild

would already B Been farniliar with

v butldin

save surprised them, the polineal symbolism of the new by
Aareover, despite the newness of the building forms, there
because of the adaptation of indigenous materials and construco

rehitectural conputy,

rechngues o these new

tslamic buildings.

In the present seting of the Qutb Minar it is di
monumental buildings were originally in the heast of a oy
hedged in by other structures of which some, such as the Sultas
considerable size. There would also have been o
necessitics of urban life. Not far from the religious centre
Anang Tal {p.30), which would have been another refresh

that these
5 open spracc

have been a

the other
e was a large tank,
r the city
re probably

by
buildings. The immediate surroundings, being the oldest part ot &
the most densely buile up part of the forr, although there 15
evidence to he sure. The area o the east of the reigious cen
by the Qila Rai Pithora walls, was probably not so urbanised; the fact
that there are some later Sultanate tombs and graves in that area may
mean that it was never densely inhabited.

These buildings continued to be an impertant part of 3ul
Delhi for several eenturies, even though grandiose building projects
were undertaken at various imes elsewhere in the Dethi area. This
jent from the number of Important
buile outside the oy walls

ufficien .'s‘:t‘]‘itn|:-:.:|n:.a".

a only recently enclosed

continuing signilicance is evic
shrines, mosgues and tombs that were
during the Sultanate and Mughal periods. One of
magnet for much of the rest, was the shrine ot &
Outh Sahib (hese buildings are discussed in Chapter 12). During
Larer Mughial times, when the resicdential area had shifred southwards
(Mehrauh village), the old city had
and the construction

he earliest, and the

of the s sant

tn the area arcund the Dargab
s used as 1 sire for burtals
1!{:\\'11[ enclosure. <
| 1o illustrare the evalution of s ST

become rutned and
of prardens, vne of which is inside the
The buildings in this area &re uses

early Indo-lslamic architecture, deseribed i

1 ( |,-1_||_m-r 2

Mauddins Madrasa



T hiow Wi
coiuidcrabls wehaolaely
dibate the 1 ety
oy Hie oflgins o the
Ol Manae — sodne people
maintained  that 1t was
v Raipat Paunbiling,  Citing
D3y anapiny sty fomid
the side and 1 Boa
andoaret ke appearince,
this view has long since heen
pejected, A morTe curren
jesue 18 stylistic whether this
e an Lslamic building with
ineligenons decorations ar
whether all the inspiranon
came from the west with
the invaders. The hanging
decorations under the balconies do at first plance | y stiking resemi c tex the meparis
of Tslamic buildings elsewhere, but their inspiranion €ould SUaty meste plausibly an this
carly date) come from the local masons’ skills in carvin ly inmcate decoram er the
domes of remples. Tr has been argucd conving t . Outh Minar 1= 3 good example of
the synchesis that occurred in the carly days of the invasion between &0 i  architectural seyle

llitutmish’s Tomb (1235

Behind the Queb Minar Mosque 15 2 building believed to be

own tomb, This, incidentally, is one of the fow wmbs where
one can cleatly see that the burial chamber 1s separate from o
upper chamber containing the cenotaph; on the north £

lead down to a chamber beneath the wml. The extenos of

tomb 15 guite austere, only the double-arched entrantes be
ornamented, Lnside, the walls are lvishly de corated, on the west
wall with three highly decorated sl and an the other three
sides from the midpomt upw ards. We sec here many of t
features that reeur on later sultanate bustdmgs: the
(entrance bay) with framed arches within the
colunms on exteenal corners, and cusped arches

The square is transformed o an oeERon with u
trabeate opee squineh arches, There is no dome amd B0 1S nat
Lnonwn whether one ever existed, Comnyg wredd wath lager tombs
the walls are relauvely thin, pechaps incapable 0F counieric g
the outward theust of 4 dome. A dome might have collapsed or
the cenutaph might have heen left deliberamedy open to the sk,
in accordance with a gener ally 1:.'||H|u| belief that a grave has 1w

||- [~ -.]hrr.fui fid Talri ,:|I|_| |.||'~.\. (14 ]1(' |!‘p|1"~~c ||




Quth Wanat Mevpes mayes hall

% weehn acam m the old 3

AR ONCE and
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The north wal catt ool

sk o 18 oy I.'I.IIII. |-|||'.'|1!- e wwl s

Tl viedrygE 11 e of cvei e v earvest oo

ol the courty il thie colonivade 18 lour liavs dheep with
L AL LRI i-nl'lu-n- i the corpers, Teadivenally thii

(AW L

cotonmadies wore s i as temproran belrer B travellers, on

catn assuive hat the upper mims  Wer rather eaclusive

lut'\i11I1l|H||'||1s\|'|. vidnl |||1I|1!'_ n they .|.|- TRl

x\n.--\lmul colimn, juat visible from the lower

Fhere 18 @ widely accepii d theary that the builders of th

PsUIe wouild have plastered over all the columns, beams and

anyahere else that showed carvings of animate life,

things being idolatrous, e illy i mosegues. Hrweve
sheory 18 conteadicred by the 14 century descrption of

Batnea who said it was bult of white stone and converted

feom an “idol :nnp'.r', mnplying that he saw it in the same st
as we do
The ariginal courtyard appears large enough e b

% .rn|u! \1,-’“.! COMis I’L|1'|TIG:I1'L \L'\-L theless 'l-||1ll 5 SUCCCSS0T,
hin .
& Crle

N CXFCASION

iltutmish, proceeded to enlarge the moseue with a surrourn
to the screen wall on either side. Part of the orignal enclos
The screen wall eontrasts dramatically with Aibak's Th

by a strange knotted square Al '\ETI|11 Gone are the s
decoration is geometric and formal, the high reliet contras
ier screen. Ie is impossible o kno

I0US 1

carving on the ea
completed and, if so, why the origin: al exterior wall of the first mosque
view of worshippers in Niutmish’s extension.

[turmish’s mosque extension may indeed never have been fimshed, b
even less far with his grandiose enlargement of the mosque at

century. This was to have been a vast enclosure with four eneran
Aimar c

contained a massive arinar designed to oversh wdow the ()
sill stands and shows that it would have been at least €

projected  enclosure wall 15
exposed, as are the bases, an
extension of Alauddin’s screen
arches, The only fimshed building
is the southern gateway known as
the Alai Darwaen (sce over).

The mosgue was 0 usc
when [hn Barrura wrote abouot it
and it may have remained nowse
wnnl .‘55|.1|1|.L!|;|I1.l|.r.l-:|- was  built
in the 17" eentury, when there
was a major population shif
noethwards, "This area became the

.—-—n-ﬂ'-u-
loeation for gardens and burals % -
during the Laver Mughal perod. .
IS i it Sauth Gate of litutmish's mosque pxlansion
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paserialhend wone O ST e W T i | L PRl ey ToaE ol Rt chiambers, generally
AR ased " - Jd the o ¢ exapeeratedly wlied, altbwugh the eentrad on 3
a L N wrty s the Alst Dara ot cach sile A disvived), Pl transition From .
l o Bl ol - y ” Ciite to octagen s mle, m cane, i th Manddin's Madiata
- ;  cather 43 . dve ity ’ ‘ pheet and planest Wi, with sepuare oo
l: s 3 S " . : y . : ; coibels, The eastern wiiyg erins alwavs (o b eriched] ar the central doim & chamiber, alesg
!- 1 i — 3 .‘I 5 e ot el the mosgue platborm, o winedho n s pes jubs hat ihis was
el e Alal Dare I,,._ — 3 . il ax an exterial wall, Cin the wess somie of the chambers have hay ||_I|r-|-l|iu.|||[tif‘- at
- . TR W . . the rear. Behind these, ti identally, 1s an unfreguented it of groun:d fhat conaing some
. - i : i 1-, W ; ; ; attractive trees thit are natve 1o thie el 1 the gnarled palbo (Salvadori lenides)
.ll § 2 et i e A dess common sight than wanild he expected
0 P a o ’ . . .
B s Ha s & SR o TOMB OF IMAM ZAMIN (1539)
I1_ ! 5 i ; This ol was built on 4 platform leside the Al JJ|. WAz roewn of the Imam
. : . Fshomgne R : Tt 1.|n.||1|n:--ulll"1l he was connected with the Quib o s a typical
| : 03 l 9 : 5 design with welve pillaes forming a square fali sereens encl :!x. from the
A : i P T abon <olid peibwal screen on the wess and the entrance on the st
ndctal ced. -
B o’ o by % . LATE MUGHAL GARDEN (18" century)
l B g B o This is one of the many gardens and tombs built during lare-M
: : oy . € was the roval family’s mal\ other dwelling other than the Red Fore.
- o . g " J C four corners. Oandens were an extre mely important part of 2
ki l % f mdeed days being spent camping in the comparaive combort ere :
. @ SRR A water. They were often unattached ro particular houses or i
3 CREEEC 2 % s suirable resting places fur travel. This garden prn.n bly had &
1 ; i i piam sed ssndeone. The 4 biseeted by paths and a pond or pe th aps cunning WAL At the centre.
! b s have survived intace from Mughal nmes, the garden around Hum
r"'\"x_ some idea of what they mighe have looked like.
e - e

SERAN (157 century)
In front of the parden enclosure are the remains of 2
the same nme. The two gateways

Ferdi !Il"f-ln T

reman, one of them now acting as the en

e ATE [ — .
I | * - i ¥ i Ac he ver shvhidy hors
) : b nee o
# oo Lrlhag e reDeated a5 nec L—c-_ci
the complex. Parr of the enclosure walls and rooms
 lae

survive, a5 well as a small mosque, ypie al of
were butlt 10 help long

e —— 3
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Muphal archiecture, e
diseance travellers, There wias provision for secure
.';Ill.i

storape, the stabling and fe eding of anima
faciliies such as water and food for the tavellee aned

. - . feral

his seryvants
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4.4 Shahpar Jat

Grty walls

Tokte Waiz Sumbad
Baragian

Bastion

o
s =

other Early Sultanate Buildings

MEHRAULL v a8

il Treagt ol the village of Mebwaali i the Dhargah of Quth Sakhib
o 30, Neatly tyere b daradi ol far it sonth there are the reman
ol the Hauz Shamat, both =aid w0 be Fuastlt
Iy watet: ‘The Tdggah o the west of eillag

el

iy Wl

the 130 coptry, From latet centuries thete are puamerrs [n
M
\

it
TSRS vkl al even pEe
Pl 1t was during the Lt Muglial peried tha Mebrauli became

ughal amnd goloniat

wer mmber of lale

patt wlath I.L1\I|'-|II1.1|'.1,\l.'||.|.l']'. (s webiy it b relepated 10 Chapter 12

There are also some Khaljiera tuilehnges 1o Nizamuddin sl

These are discussesd in Claprer i

SIRI FORT (1304)
Yauddin Khalii buile Sin Port on the site of the
construction follows @ common pattern, with shghil

the outside) and a pmlu'luﬂ passage within the width of
ings can be found within the walls, They may be contemper
Alauddin Khalj also constructed a great tnk to suppl

later restored by Firoz Shah and is known as Hauz Khas (p.s7.

kil

Tohfe Wala Gumbad (carly 14" century)
Visible from outside the walls in front of Shahpur Jaz, this mosque s

approached through the village from the east. [t seems to have been an
iwhlaks. The centr

prototype for the Begampur Moscque, buile by the Te
hall is well prescrved, with a huge arch (fwan) on the east s
equal arched entrances (although this might be inaccurate restoranon =
1916 ASI listing (p.5) describes a single door supported by

because of it dilapidated stare). On the north and south sides si
once led through to double-aisled pillared chambers on each side,
the foundations of which remain, These halls seem to have wrned at <280

least part of the way along the sides of 4 central courtvand. The
building is constructed from rubble masonry with 2 rendered
insicde and our, minmally decorated, If it was buile by Vauddin it is a ta _.
ery from the delicacy of the Alai Darwaza or even the slighdy plainer ;
Jamaar Khana Mosgue in Nizanuddin (p 174 The rubble masoney

canstruction also distinguishes it from Manddin's Mo the Qutb.

Baradari {carly 14 conary)

In the centre of the village, only visible in a few places (sce mapj 13 a
i It is deseribed in the 1916 ASI
o nine-baved ceneeal hall, andd side
hed openings are visihle on the
vaulted bays arc visible,

large structure, known as the fas

Disting as a rectangular Bunlding with
|

chambers 1o the pocth and south, Arc
cast and west sides and on the north side several

the remans of Tuphlak plasterwork seill arrached in places. The ground

level has now risen o just below the column capsts nes; 1E 15 Casy LS00

that this was once 2 larg anel impressve building
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SULTAN GHARI'S TOME (1231)
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For all ye and us who feel overwhelmed bul intrigued by Delhi’s impasing past, heres
2 wondertul hand-held guide with well-mapped ways of wandeting inta lost centurins
Cuffook
Author Lucy Peck has written the first definitive archilectural guide to the city
Hindustan fimes  §

Delhi's gloriows history comes alive through Lucy Peck’s text which provides
inzights into Delhi's built heritage and weaves in interesting anecdotes from
the oity's past. From earfy Sultanate Delhi to New Delhi today, the author
traces the architectural influences of each period of the city's past and
brings o attention even the lesser-known ruins found scatterad throughout
Delni. This accessible guide to Delhi's rich architectural heritage includes
photographs, line drawings and maps of all areas covered. Aimed at local
inhabiznis as well as the interested visitor, the book includes over 600
stroctures and walking routes for each area covered.

Lucy Peck was educated in the UK and is a qualified architect with a
degree in town planning. She lived for ten years in Delhi and wrote Agra;
The Architectural Herffage (2008), Fatehpur Sikri: Revisiting Akbar's
Masterpiece (2014), and Lahore: The Architectural Heritage, all published
by Roli Books.

BN FTE-E-T434- 3541
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Front Cover: Red Fort (Getty lmages)
Back Cover: Qutl Minds (Holl Coliection)




