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PROLOGUE
A Bottomless Pit of History

The story of Delhl starts with Satyawati and Parashara way back in abowt 1200
BCE. Since mythology Is based on myths, your analysis and interpretation of
accounts of events happening in that era is as good as mine, The events were
apparently compiled by sages of the times, contemporary as well as the ones
lollowing those eras. Mostly, the tales were told by wise men 1o their
congregations by word of mouth until writing material and system came up.
Even so, in these holy discourses, the need to relate events that would hold the
listener's interest was paramount. Who wants fo listen to the true but boring
accounts of the warring royalty? This realization led to some preachers adding
fiction to the holy tales. And they added a liberal dose of religion to wash down
those weird and unbelievable details. Because nothing works like the mystery of
the unknown with the poor and the oppressed. This mixing of sagas went on for
mere than 3000 years, and whatever we have today is a mix of concected stories
told by preachers over these years with some factual ones. The idea was o
preach merals and a tolerant way of life. Even if this was to be done by fictitious
examples.

P

At the Battle of Mahabharata: Lord Krishna with Arjuna
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¢ 5 fishert She was visited by the
i was the adopted daughter of a fisherman. 1 1‘-:*” e
v : : S 3 LI iU
HEN“‘*"-- s Parashara and a son pamed Vyas: was \_ ; iy
e -“\ml n .i s author the epic stahabharata. Tiig 1-%:1 T L .1».. ds
. s Went O {n : . 2 has been writlen o
. ye o Iui the greas epic Mahabharata and most of what has beal b \.”
¥ G [ C KRR y = s the etames 1old in its 18
i s of events related below' i hased on the stones tokd in s |
. The summary of eyl smanichads and the books depicting and
sarvas (chapters), the Puranas. the Upanishads « e
Farvas (Ciapier i n fop mam copturics the tale of the epic was
alvsing the Mahabharata. Since for many < 8 2
ki e i b difficult to substantiate stoes assodiated
arally spoken and caried over, it 15 GHRICEE n
with It 4 other much to0 often and rationalism has to
with it. Thev contradict each Other W ¥

suceumb 1o faith. . .
sample the following and tust me there @i NEmeTous such stonies we are
supposed to believe.
The storv of the birth of Sagyan
was Achchhoda, daug] of the pitras, me

i is @ follows, Satvavati in her previous lite

NN AnOCSTONs. According W the
ana. Satvavat was the
called Adrika. Adrika became a
a. The Chedi king Vasu had a wet dream on a hunting
an eagle who fought with

weed

. the fish became pregnant. The chief
.. He found two babies in the womb of
wed the children to the king. who

L

it of the fish, the king gave her back

T e A

fish in the River i
expedition. He sent his se
another eagle on the way. Tt

mee the dver and was swalld

the fish: one male ar
kept the male child As
1o the fisherman,
The boy grew up and fo
girl as his daughter
portraits, Satva
girls and boys who think only fair is
job as a ferrvman and

time, for no appa

Srew up 10 bacome 2 beautifiul maiden. Over the cours
i reason, Kali became Satyavati the truthful. Sh

4 B 13 e A& S
_ - 2nd spoke Bies at the drop of her duparta — a stole to cover
the already-coversd chest. Howzzar!
E e o
_Fora i.r:. : N fed on TV serials or tales told by their mothers and self-
= PN A dnisErntiane A vhe 136 o s T ] 2 - e
appointed guardians of the Hindy faith, the kings and princes and other mernbers
b A U . 5
PR m-:st =ayS never wore informal clothes. They were mostly
sl 1-:‘“-1.--' 1,\,_{;&:] Hm i *"r1~3.1"g and had long white beards when old. They
aiways la _Ln with ewellery, wore their armour and pm]:-ab]y even slent
subjects were mostly in rags. The ik
es. But the muth i<

1=

cunning, connj

in
= sages had flowing beards and wore
1ese apparently larger-than -ife
: . these roval § Eures hated
N Every petty and minor squabble '
" R g ca . = The only except
Krishna, whose godliness fannot be doubted " S s
antani was the Kum |g ' J
ar .: T:,m' h;_m fing of Hastinapur, He fe)) in love
10 marry him. For fear o 4 "
of social boycoy

characters (oo
envied, loved, intrizued

[ grey. Like us

with Saryavatl
she had already
L1

abandened Vasa, an Megitimare son she had Som Pl ommediately after
hiz Bivth, shantanu was already marded and had g teenaged son Bheeshima, who
was an able and brave man. Bheeshma wias borm oul of & stringe wedlock
Between Shantanu and Ganga, who had killed the et seven of their eight
childeen,

I ety the oot of the Mahabhamta go back tll king Bharat seven
senerations carlier, But for our purpose, let us take oft from Shantanu, Satyavati
colld see that the progpects of her son from Shantanu becoming the next king
weere very Dright, But what I Bheeshma objected, she asked. Bheeshma said he
would gladly take a vow relinguishing his claim 1o the throne, This sacrifice on
the part o the son doing his best to facilitate his fathers lust for the conniving
lisherwoman was not enough. What il' Bheeshima's son put a claim over the
throne? 5o Bheeshma took the ultimate vow of celibacy. And he never did marry.
He merely Tacllitated the marrdage of his good-for-nothing half-brother. Satisfied
with his vow of cellbacy, Satyavati decided 1o bury her past and did not tell
anything about her son Vyasa to her husband. For good measure, she elicited a
promise from Shantanu that only her son would be the future king. She thus
became the queen of the Kuru king Shantanu and bore him tweo children,
Chitrangada and Vichitravirya.

Later, when her abandoned son Vyasa went out to search for his mother, he
found her ruling Hastinapur. King Shantanu had died and her own children were
worthless. Chitrangada was killed by a gandharva, a celestial musician. His
minor brother Vichitravirya had been crowned the king. And Bheeshma, the
legitimate, sacrificing and obedient son of the lusty king Shantanu, was ruling
on his behalf until he grew up. Now, Vichitravirva had to be married if
Satyawali's dream of continuing to don the mantle of queen-mother was o be
fulfilled. Satyawati asked Bheeshma to win the princesses of Kashi-Kosala,
Ambika and Ambalika, for him in swayamvara, a son of competition wherein
princes from various kingdoms came and displaved their worthiness to claim the
hand of the princess in mamiage. Bheeshma dutifully won the princesses but
Vichitravirya failed to produce an heir. Suffering from tuberculosis, he was weak
and impotent. Later, he even died of the fatal disease. Satvawati first asked
Bheeshma to forget his vow of celibacy and impregnate his daughters-in-law,
But when he refused she quickly sent for Vvasa to father the children of the two
widows of Vichitravirya through niyogea.

Nivoga was a practice by which an impotent husband or a widow could
arrange for a man whe would impregnate the woman for the sole purpose of
implanting his seed in her womb. Much like today’s anificial insemination or
hiring of & womb by a childless couple.

vyasa refused initally, saying they were like his daughters. but later relented
after being persuaded by Satyawati. In due course, the blind Dhritarashira and
the pale Pandu were born, Satyavati accepted Vyasa as she needed him to sire
children for her two daughters-in-law for the dynasty to continue. She was
perhaps the first royal lady indulging in realpolitik and her palitical manceuvres

11

iN30704d

.
&

=
]
=2
o
-
o
=
-
rri
wy
i
-
u-‘
=]
-
-
Wi
uq
=
=1
-‘
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' hus, as fate would have
i he likes of Thatchers and Gandhis o ghame. Thus, & oule .
coinkd pat the TRES W8 g N
\1 \-\-iu the illegitimate son 0 satvawat., went 0 e
. 3 ! s thair cTeAl-RT
of the Pandava and Kaurava prnces. And she their great-)
(! H H

P 1mk:1. wes were bereft of vision apparently bocause his mwother
A 1‘;1:13:4:: I-J:L:I i:; :w:t and flinched when she saw VYasa, W 11t_‘ ooked awlul
g ; 1" .,,:- o his 1\{{\-\ She had nearly fainted on seeing the man w T wonld
fmh 0: . le:r ‘?imi]nﬂ'\‘. Ambalika had tumed pale and Moodiess upoen Ba‘t"l.h_n
b on Pt 3 e and unhealthy, There you 20 again!
him, and thus her son Pandu was bom pale am b g
In fact. the name Pandu isell is derived frdm 4 ..nscasc 1.1.ft ‘1_1.¢ ai ;_;1'.11h e,
sensing there would not be much of hope with 1‘.'.1.‘..%-.? deformedd : jn.dn*n\
:tnv.n‘;m asked Vyvasa o Uy onoe aEam Howewver, this .-\.:'.101:.\..1 and
.\I!{h.ﬁi}\"l sent their maid to Vyasa's room, Vyasa fatherad a third son y nl'.m by
the maid. Since the maid remain snflinched, Vidur was bom healthy and grew

o become the grandfather
mdmether through

o1 characters in the Mahabharata. However, he was
ister

up 1o be one of e Wis
constantly taunted because of his low caste. Even so he served as prime mi

(mahamantn 1 both Pandu and Dhritarashmra.
The pale, thin and physicaily waak andu was unable to father
even though be mamied twice. So, history had © get repeated again,

deities were invoked by his two wives Runt and Madr w father

children

hiz time

vati's Vwase, Kama was the son Runti had out of wedl
abandoned. Yudhishthira, Arjuna
deities. Nakul and Sahadeva, both
ns. They were fathered by the divine physicians
themselves. Consequently neither any of the
father.
I Hastinapur and had a hundred sons
| course, the throne of Hastinapur and the
uryodhana, his eldest son. But cousin
his 12 on the basis thar he was older than
Duryodhana. Dhritarashira wanted his son Durvodhana to be the successor but
was helpless before the family customs. Dhritarashira himself had been denied
kingship by Vidura. even though o

. lura. ¢ though he was the elder brother of Pandu, based on
the rule that a bli

Pandavas. Like Satva

and Bheema were bom o Ko
bom w Madd, were fra i
Ashvins, who were identica
Pandavas nor their

The blind sups
known as Kauravas
properties anound wo

Yudhishthira laid his daim

d man cannot be the ruler. though he did be ing aft
A @ biiad nier, though come the King afie
andu’s unimely death. e
Murvadh — ar Tl 2
i Du r}L\i.._ana, assisted by his brothers and uncle Shakuni, plotted to oust the
. J.Mm.? ]:; m .I‘hﬁ [ace 1o the throne. An architect Purvanchan was deployed to
puidd Lakshagriha, a palase made of inil S
i .;:; - Er -f a pm.. made of inflammable materizls like lac and shee
FHAESS0E DUller), and the Pandavas wers tricke e :
12 tricked 10 stay there )

R R s e : K these. As the plot
oy o Pandavas wete tigped by theit uncle Vidur that the inentio

HY Cousins was 10 bum them alive In the Laks} 5
T 10 dig a unnel, thro i

LA

1 of
Vagriha, Vidur then sent a

ugh which they recane i
th ns began as L“:egrjx'ab Wi S}C} _1:51:4;.'_.1_ Back home in Hastinapur,
een the Kauravas and the Pa ;t:.r‘ Pit':-um-e,;s dead. This rivalry and enmiry
¢ Kauravas and the hin 3 -
noiavas led 1o the bane in Kurukshetra '.-.J|u-"rr1
12

the Tatter retmed o Hastinapur later atter thelr exile, This batde §s the basis of
the second Hindu epie Mahabharaty, the B belng e Havrnayiana

Dring their perod of hiding, the Pandavis won Draapad at a sweyamvera
and brought her home, She became wile of all the five brothers. When the
Pandavas evenually wenr back home to Hastinapur 1o clabm their riehilul
throne, the elders in the Gamily sar and decided o split the kingdom and divide
it between the cousing, This was reluctantly accepted by the warring cousins
The Pamdavas were greatly agonlzed by the fact thae the rerritory of
Rlwnsdavapristha given o them was a bushy patch of wild forestry, uncultivable
and nninhabitable, This is the st ever mention of @ capital on the banks of the
river Yamuna in medern Delhi, They hired Maya the Danava o build a beauniful
city Inddraprastha, which was the first-ever settlement of Delli as capital. 1t is
trom here that the seeds of contempt grew and finally resulted in the epic battle

When it came to choosing a successor from amongst the hundred sons, the
Rajva Pramukh (head of the state) Dhritarashtra had only one choice
yudhishthira was a strice follower of diarma (righteousness) and the eld
amongst the Pandavas and the Kauravas. Only, he was from the rival side and
was therefore handed over the estate reluctantly. Soon, the battlelines were
drawn when Dhritarashtra’s son Duryodhana, the eldest of the 100 Kaurava
brothers, raised an objection. The Pandavas offered a truce. Alright, just give us
five villages to mile, they said, and take away the rest of the propeny.
Duryodhana refused. Despite the fact that the Kauravas are painted black in the
epic — possibly because of Krishna being on the Pandavas® side — all the elders
in the family were on the side of the Kauravas and fought for them even though
they recognised that they were on the wrong side of dharmea. This was probably
because of their allegiance to the then ruler Dhritarashtra. As evenis develop
leading to the battle, it would appear both sides were indulging in all sort of diny
politics, tricks, conniving plots and unlawful means to gain favourable ends
Sounds like the Kalmadi era, eh?

In hindsight, it would appear that the Kauravas were pitched against Krishna
alene, who at every step corrected and undid foolish pratigyas (vows) taken by
the Pandavas. In fact, the Pandavas would have perished long before the battle.
But they were saved a lot of humiliation from the Kauravas and other quarters
because of Krishna. The war essentially was between the Kauravas and Lord
Krishna, The most poignant error of judgment on the pan of Duryedhana was
when he chose Krishna's 18 Akshohini Naraini army instead of the Lord himself.
He chose physical power over mental and paid for it with his kingdom and life,
By all standards, the Mahabharata is in many ways a tale more poignant than
the Ramayana. It teaches us the value of brotherhood and pleads that the way
out lor the warring parties in any argument is through mediation and listening
to the pieces ol advice from experienced elders, War should be avoided.

The Mahabharata is, at best, the epic story of a dynastic struggle for the throne
of Hastinapur. At worst, it is a tale of property dispute amongst cousin brothers,
Either way, today's Delhi was the epicentre of the struggles and subsequent
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rh"m;_'-.‘.i colours often with every maranding invader, Many a ume its hes

CEREE edarers and e plhEIES W 1 3’-!‘:‘.‘55\ o, Fach
were looted by successive plunderers and ¥ coltures were muthlessly &

1t was around 2000 years BCE when the Arvans came from what is known as
south of Russia today. They crossed the Volga and filtered into India through the

L e e nehes like @ Phoenix. Today, its fears stem from tampant ; x ; : olg ] :
R . g ] B b taled T I S —— regtions ol Fashmir. At that time, the Dravidians were already there in the South
corruption and terronism. However, the chvic sodiely is tarang cane o The & et

Initially, the Aryans confronted them but soon mingled with them to give way to
a mixed race,

1 N sl s Lt st in the chaneing times, both
and the amy is well equipped for fhe latter. Surely, in the changing tmes, both
will be uproated 10 a substantia] ex

May Delhi, the city of invaluabie b

e forever and ever!

Since such accounts are largely unsubstantiated, there may be wise people
contradicting that the Aryans came from Tashkent or from across the Voiga. The
supporting argument is that nowhere in the Vedas have they mentioned that they came
from autside India. It was convenient for the marauding invaders to propagate such
thearies, to question claims of the Hindus that the land of India belonged to the Hindus
alone, and to justify their attempts to enter it. There is an attempt to alienate the south
from the north, saying it was the land of the grandfather of Ravana, who is perceived
in general as the deman-king of Lanka. Their version of the Ramayana is twisted to suit
their political priorities. Similar is the case with the Sikhs. Before Sikhism came into
being in the 15th century, they were Hindus. Political compulsions made them demand
Khalistan, land for the Sikhs. My aim is not to discuss politics. But there are mythical
versions of our epics. For long they have been prompted by the political needs of cne
party or the other, Often, | am just stating the versions, not supporting them.

While in Russia, | asked many if they knew about the Aryans or a race that migrated
from the south of Russia. None did. | saw the Volga river and the south meant the
Caspian Sea. It does not mean anything except that | should have referred the subject
to a historian and not to guides or an eccasional wise old man who took me around,

The Aryans brought the concept of caste system into India. They were a white
race who formulated rules for the non-whites. They divided caste largely intw four
parts, The head signified the priest, who was the head of theology. The hear
symbolized the trader, the thighs the warrior, and the feet belonged to the Shudra
or the untouchable. This division was largely a device to suit the Arvans' instingt
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200 years afier the advent of Arvan

Lord Rama took binth. Based on His ]

of our nwo most revered epics — was

n

'O BCE. the five Pandavas walked ;
; ; . : ced into Delhi :
capital for the first time. Please refer 1o the 1o Delhi, and Delhi became the

“Prologue” for details, The Pandavas

fenglat a Barte withy their coustng called the Kauravas over the rght worule and
property. The baitle wag fought 100 miles north of Delhi in the fields of
Rrukesherra and cumne to be known as the great battle of Mahabharata, which
Devcame the bisis of our second eple — the Mahabharata, Lod Belshia, another
supreme God ol the Hindus, ok an active part in the battle, When Agun, one
of the Panmdava, Telt dladnelined to fghi, He gave him o sermon establishing the
law o action. He propagated that ft s for us w act only, The fuits of those
actions are not i our hands, Sa, iF duty calls, we should Hght and not wosry for
e ened, as the end s pre-ordained. This sermon resulted in Srimad Bhegavad
cired, one of the most sacred books in Hindu theology

Mhe recorded history of Delhi dates back to 1192, when Muhammad Ghori
came Tom Alghanistan, defeated and killed Prithiviraj, the then ruler of Delhi,
andd stated the Turkish dynasty. The battle was fought in Terain of the Punjab

cion. Muhammad Ghord went back but left his general Qutb-ud-din Aibak to

o alter the Indian affairs in his absence, We shall talk in detail about those
s when we visit one of the city's landmarks and the highest stone tower in

the Qutab Minar. Nearly seven dynasties later — none of which was
wo stay for more than 40 years at a stretch — the Mughal dynasty made its

i in 1526 and gave India some of its unforgettable monuments. The Mughal

v gave in to the British in the 18th or mid- 1 9th century, depending upon

woyow look at it

when 1 say “how you look at it”, I mean this: The Brits had come to the shores
¢ Gujarat in India as East India Company. This happened when they came as
traders for silk and spices during the reign of Jahangir, the fourth Mughal
emperor. Later, they built forts in Madras, Calcutta and Bombay and traded with
the local rulers until they found out that the provincial rulers were willing to hand
over their territories to them on a platter. Political rivalries and false personal egos
gave the British many opportunities to exploit their vulnerabilities. However,
their rivals were the equally astute Dutch and French traders. This went on il
the middle of the 18th century, by when the British had established their
supremacy. The next century is dubbed as the Company rule in India, which
culminated into the British Crown rule in 1858, Thus, the Brits were ruling by
proxy in the name of East India Company until the struggle for independence in
1857 triggered its merger in the British Government.

The British left the Indian soil in 1947 on the 15th of August, which is our
Independence Day. Three years later, India was declared a republic on the 2eth
of January, which we celebrate as Republic Day every year. On both thase
occasions, a parade exhibiting India's military and civil development is
conducted. It originates from the Rashirapati Bhavan or President’s House and
ends at the Red Fort, Footfalls have been decreasing year after year, however, as
people tend to watch it on their television sets at home,

We are over 1,23 billion people. Every two seconds, a child is added tw the
population of our country, There are seven major religions — 83 per cent are
Hindus (98.5 per cent in 1947), 13 per cent Muslims, 2 per cent Sikhs and the
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Here s caste system still prevalent there
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avail of the low prices of rice and cooking oil fixed by the state, Tis being . Teged
that this is an atempt o reduce the figures of people ine.
For most of the poor, it is a joke au it sion
says it is only a proposal, wi nere proposal cat be
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Summary

* About aducation. religion,
caste system, etc.
*  Abriel history of Delhi down e zges

AN

True confessions
The Indian society is full of anomalies ke o
soqety s hull of anomalies like the ones mentioned in this chapter.

And these make India a connry which §
d ake India a country which is a perfect study in contrasts

Telling a good story

in 1200 BE, when Lond Krichna w

_ . Wher W hn=nna was hom in Mo i

e ™ in Mathura, his maternal uncle

tura, would ofder CoW’s mill
S 3 WRIAET COwW's milk 10 be : .
village for urban consumption Krich ‘*r]::;]rtotgh't from -T;try
v P In a villape,

anaE, then being
wantad 1o s pilf z s
wanted 10 stop the pilferage and Premounced cows holy as mother, Th 1l
I . The outflow
d for the Hindys Also, the

of milk stopped. Ever since, the cows have been sacre
ow's milk has bots of nourishi R
4 nounshing elements and s known to cure many ail
fallments.

Activity
Ask for a way 10 one of the Cores of v i
scores of villages in gng 2round Delhj ang explore if
cl

Fhe problems you may face while doing this chapter

Mot of the history covered Is relevant to Delbl alone. The effort s o put things
o vouin perspective by referring w important contemporary events happening
i the world arowmd. Problems welating o medieval names and understanding
Indian context will solve themselves as you go on tour '

M'vecaulion

Prink only mineral water, It Is casily available at Delbl shops, Eat hygienic food
Cary alew rapees chiange with you and go with an open mind 1o learn as you

enjoy the chiy

sSnipped

Onomy first visit to the USA in the mid-Eighties, 1 had a stopover at Kuwait

cit b was homesick already and got panicked when | heard my name being

il D was asked to go down and open my suitcase, In full glare of people, |

¢ down the stairs timidly and saw my lone suitcase sprawled on the tarmac.

¢ tightening of fists on machine guns by the security people around me, [

il the case with trembling hands and started to put out the miserable stuff

danket, 500 grams of tea, sugar, and so on. And then the culprit — the steel

nbier and a saucepan — rolled out from the cloth wrapper. [ had put these

ns, thinking I might have to share my room in true immigrant style. In an

cmergency, [ could make tea on stove! Those steel utensils must have beeped
crazily while going through routine check-ups.

What was the world doing in those times?

3500 BCE
3100 BCE
2700 BCE

2575 BCE
1185 BCE
753 BCE

750 BCE
333 BCE

44 BCE
30 CE
570 CE

632 CE
1149 CE

The wheel is used in Mesopotamia (modern-day Irag).

Work begins on Stonehenge in England.

The Egyptians create the 365-day calendar, with the New Year
starting in June.

Work begins on the Great Pyramid at Giza in Egypt.

The Trojan War

According to legend, Rome is founded by Romulus. Twelve birds
circled overhead during the founding ceremonies and legend had
it that the city would survive for 12 centuries.

Homer writes the liad and the Odvssey.

Alexander the Great defeats Persia under Darius at the Baule of
Issus. However, his army refuses at the Hyphasus river to march
further into India and he is forced to tun back.

Julius Caesar is assassinated.

Jesus Is crucified.

Muhammad is born. Syria, Jerusalem, Egypt, Persia and North
Alrica fall to Muslim armies many decades later.

Muhammad dies.

Oxford University is founded in England.
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| PICK UP YOUR DELHI

et and its culture-shiullure
{eusiire of knowing exactly what you are going to do
naring for the mengic
chitseeing history of Delhi in a day

» cut to the chase: you want to know [ndia, right? I do not know anyone
wio knows all of what India is. Cur first Prime Minister Nehru perhaps did.
o detailed it in his book Discovery of india. So did the Father of our Nation,

sniddiii. But they are no more, and their books are not going to help you in the
dnd of tour you are about to take. India is a perfect example of five blind men
feeling an elephant, each a different part, and describing it. And truly, describing
an clephant, just like describing India, is full of contradictions. Whatever you say
abour India, the opposite may hold true. This is because there are 28 states and
7 Union territories and every state is different from another. It is not like the US
or UK or Europe (Sorry, UK is in Europe, but wants Europe to be its parnt than be
a part of the Europe. Hence the separate mention.), where the standard of living
and infrastructure is more or less the same. You will not find people dressing
differently or speaking a different language in the cities of the same country. The
United Kingdom consists of four counties — England, Northern Ireland,
Scotland and Wales. Within one country, they are different countries, but not
quite in the same way as in India. These four countries have their own culture,
customs, dresses, etc.

In India we have 22 official languages other than English and 850 dialects. Go
200 miles in any direction in India and you would see different sets of peopie
with different ways of dressing, behaviour, customs, culture, language and
different infrastructure. In other words, you would discover a different city and
ancther world, everywhere in India. In all the four directions in India, the cities
and states sometimes are so different so as to warrant a different country. If you
travel the length and breadth of India, you will arrive in a new India every day,
one different from what you saw yesterday. No cities or towns are conventional
representations of India. 1 can't emphasize enough on the tact that even for an
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lnide food: A deep-rooted culture of snacks

lhizbits, rituals, ceremonies, behaviour, etc. of Delhi in separate chapters.
are mingled with our daily lives. It would be inappropriate to describe
¢ly the monuments and the way an Indian lives his daily life. If I include
e 1370 monuments, I'll only sound repetitive. Hence, only the more
wortant ones have been included. For example, you see Jama Masjid and you
wave seen nearly 500 small and big mosques in Delhi. Similar is the case with
tombs. There are other cultural aspects and things that you will become
conscious of having seen or experienced, as you go along the suggested route.
Old refugee colonies like Lodhi Colony and Lajpat Nagar deserve an equal
mention in the story of Delhi. The Chaatwallah at UPSC, the Bengali Market, the
medern malls and the Metro are as much a part of Delhi's legacy as are its
monuments, art, culture and heritage.

The Riches of the Poor

A chaatwala sells papri (a small puri made of maida) mixed with curd, sweet and sour
chutney and delicious spices at 20 (less than half a dollar; though in posh places like
the Habitat, the price is triple). A samosa is maida flour filled with boiled and diced
potato mixed with spices; a bhatura is a puffy, spongy roti served with a delicious dona
{howl) of peas or grams. There are many more such spicy, tangy and mouth-watering
dishes, inexpensive and within the budget of the poor, sold on the roadside. Like
golgappas ar panipuris, which are small, thin cups of suji or wheat flour filled with
mashed potaoes and peas. They are immersed in a bowl of spicy water to fill them, and
are then put in the mouth, one at a time. They may not be good for a Westerner's
stomach, though. If ever there was a typical Delhi cuisine, this is it. You can find these
in the most posh as well as in the rematest areas of Delhi. Even in the wildemess of
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Indians | knew back home,

the forest behind the Qutab, in the heritage park, as you see in the picture 2!

There are abundant examples where 3 small-time roadwde stall owmer H I
one of the delicacies mentioned above and rakes in millions. Even the well-hu can
be seen pulling their cars and savourmg these delicacies on the roadside. Th ture
is deep-rooted. Our ancestors have been enjowing snacks in this way for cer

Interestingly, there is a dfference between indiz and most of the Western es,
In the US, for example, you canmot get @ cup of tes | 1r#essthan.1de~1|.. re
Which means about 45-55 rupees. So, if you da not have a3 dollar, you go bt in
India, you ¢an get that sor of ez 2t that price served to you in a very posh rest. . - int,
But you can also get it from the roadside <tall for fve rupees. Which means, - o0 if
you are poot, you don't hawe 1o go hungry. There are options for the poor v. 1o are
m“’ live alongside the rich, Similarly, you can get a shave under a tree as in
the picture above, for five rupees and for 100 10 500 rupess in salons of different

standards,

With metros and flvovers znd es
today’s Delhi has gone heyor
Dethi ‘1‘1& only o tar,
New York in :4“.

ver moved. When [ w

s <
T OWn h..;h., 10y 100K pervented
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i 1
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; Oia and
food in Del i but not the 'i"__g:i_qqa on dushy
iy Gusty

lﬂ'ﬂnﬂ the same i n hy

and dlﬂu SIreELs
g-""-I-C L=k ']‘J’[junrl-m e o

ing malls all around,
talwans of the past when
Vent to

1’,,-
€, 1 felt like Alice in wonderland.

\L \'u.'lLHL.‘TH ng the hat | was from
: e b: e ﬂ-.f ;,C'-.l d Cosm 1""[3' litan De elhi and worked as a
;Lb <2 a village bumpkin. My Indian hosts

{ the city and jis buildings az if they had built
d pleasure jn nibbing home that
ere not the

the US mixed. if you wan! the
i, there are air-
»as in the picture

HOW TO TOUR DELHI
St e s soomueh 1o know', hewe §s the dilemma How much time do you
e to vower all places o make the trip meaningful? A day or two, or nm-:-l:r a
few hours? It may not be possible to cover all the major monumenis detailed in
thizs book bina disy o twa or even three, But you may oot have mose thin thiee
Dm0 see Telhi. You may be here for a conference. Or, you may perbugs just
hawve arrived here on a biz trip from India or abroad and have some time off 1o
s sed yonr spoige for a quiek tour of Delhi. For such a tourdst, this book
would peesent a glimpse of India through Delhi with history thrown in. Enough
tw not let von have that feeling which says you merely groped in the dark,
loakingy out for a handle or a peg to hang Delhi on. Enough to prompt you to
e back, secking a more leisurely trip. Making you hungry for more instead
s the appetite it feeds®, as Shakespeare may put it
may have thne. And so you may want to devote more time to Delhi.
wihie vou don't know yvet what to do. Even if you are from India, it is
that you do not know enough of Delhi and the rest of vour own country
vou'd play by ear!

v thwere is the financial aspect. You may be on a budget or you may be able

d more and do a luxury tour.
book is going to cater to your time schedules and budgetary

apulsions. The sightseeing section will take vou on a roller-coaster ride of

pelhi. It is possible that an Indian may be as ignorant about his country as a

foreigner, Abroad too, many of them may not have left their hometown all of

Having the best of both worlds: Roadside food in air.condivoned environs at the Habiat
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This book has been divided into two segments: sightseeing and history. Strictly

IH730 HAROA 40 W4

naod aption for tourists to see Delhi

irban areas. Indians are notorious in ‘Indianizing’ everything they

wimerous ‘Chinese fast food' joints dotting the country serve food that
r Chinese nor Indian. The vegetarian McDonald's and the spices used in
food stalls on the roadside are such examples.

.=:'w.- other travel books, this book is equally applicable when you reach

inside a monument. It does not leave you toiling to discover points of interest or
o connect them to what is written. Just follow the directions given. Sometimes,
yoll may ceme by Metro or by a HOHO bus shown above and then approach a
monument on foot. In that case, you would invarably idendfy a landmark
mentioned in the book. From that point onwards, it is easy to go all the rest of
the way to the monument and inside. Very often, you miss out on things you do
not know about. Here you would find a catalogue of things worth doing and
places worth visiting and then ‘choosing” what vou may wish to do.

1 do not write to sensationalize. Most things written here are established bits
of history. The bits of fiction are only to tickle you and you'd know them when
you come across those.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

speaking, they are not separate parts. While sightseeing forms the base of the
book, history complements it. 1 have intertwined the two. Mostly, the history pan
has been printed in bluish-grey coloured boxes. If you are in a hurry, you may
skip these boxes. But if you want to know about the history of Delhi along with
sightseeing, you don't need to go to another section. The history in these boxes
starts from cirea 2000 BCE. 1t covers in detail the peried from Mahmud
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wtily, and to chat about. Every avenue, every boulevard has a past
icaent. A passionate guide would want to put you in the picture. I am
wide speaking through this book. 1 am your historian trying to explain

a0t history to you in a readable text.

The: recorded history of India starts with the invasion of Alexander in 327 BCE and the
historian was Megasthenes. The recorded history of Delhi starts with the advent of the
Turks, who found settling here a more potent aption than merely plundering the
country. Unlike strands of their activities gathered from scattered accounts, the history
started getting recorded from 1192 onwards. From this date, we can reasonably re-
create events as they happened — in chronological order. It was no more the deceitful
writing of a few sycophants from the ruling court. Or the bards who told us what
suited their rulers of the day. However, most of the facts in history are no less dramatic
than a bard's account,

The important thing is to ask. The more you ask, the beter it is for all of us.

What is that cow or temple or ‘crawling’ girl doing in the middle of the road? Is
the bull too a holy animal? 1s that a monk? What is the difference between a
monk and a sadhe? What does a dot, a sari, a pugree, a hat or a cap signify?
How many religions, languages, races and castes are there? And why so many?
Why are marriages arranged? Infant marriages, manners, social behaviour, ete.

There are endless questions and [ have dealt with most of them. But let curiosity

be the virtue of the tour. You'd benefit. Some practical problems have been

29

IK730 SA0A 4R NJid




the of nd of the I"C‘l\?\

g s wpction al f
atended 10 n the BOMDIEShOOENg SEE. T T Lt Indi
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et ke .;;m:m'i»:m‘ﬂf of the Dest Wi b Eex H}‘ . S by e ik seat, seeing things, lstening to the guide, You stop e 8
’ = ~Wm$1 ks sty o saall, 1 you happen K b B0 WL @ B, <ok | mennmens You goinside them or you don't, You shop or vou don't. You travel €9
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g m:: ging for leave from yout work. 5.‘.::* saving money for the tour apg ared social strata you come from, lrrespective of the part of India or globe you =8
Ser MTANY p fro to Delbi, this litthe expenss & come from, anel frrespective of the budger you have set for the tour, this book, | &2 =
1 mha.‘inc u—‘-“LH(ld.‘litn;_ wWa \ t.ll‘l\ u] fltie \] TS in .'” 1 A d 1 d 3 4 I
= hiring a good transport and a guide will be the only retum you will get froy guarantee, will help you find yeurwas in Betii and understand the city cleardy. e
E ahing vou have invested on the wip. FoL pidated w | nes is ju WE ey to emphasize on, say, the number of gods in Indla, o domestic wourst may = :
| e you Da ¥ W0 R AaT o Al RS 108 1% just 3 ; p J
W SVROIING ) THagER iy i feel he knows iCall, But please remember that a tourdst may in one respect or the
B 3 wall unless vou ane tokd that here the CRINONE ONCE TOATST T P e I l|| B E - 4
8 g E> B siresr 4 ather not know a particular fact unless it is pointed out o him. No one knows
away, or under this wall the caravan of the Mughal empere ooted in ! ' i i
drf'. e of his sovereignty. All | an — : : i completely, Hence, 1 have gone into greater details at certain places, even
= i ol & il e A ' Mome | I e
:in:i: e iﬂ“&::d . # *1'1 P * vt thew sound Familiar o a Delhiive,
- i [ 1 " Th 1 A \ Iy ‘ '1\'\'\‘ ;‘.‘ 1 1 : ; i 5 = 2 - o
I:.l v 1;\1 &;!] : 1' g "1 R v and 1o wanted were comforts like those at home, stay at home. But if you
'I- i H C. TOTE0 WORENL \ e AN a th T W o H it a P 3 pp—
F:hu !* "1 . P . Tupees i memaorable tour, do some preparations. You are not on a vacation;
¢ two for an entire day. But & would he mone spent. Goo les ane
i "! IL o da ] I W — SPenL. Lo dCs ane t 2 tour, You need a good pair of walking shoes and a camera, to begin
iffeult 1o and travel bookes dom® aiy i
. ‘h ]: ’“"1 : and travel dooks dc an buy ' oomay have to walk a lot inside the monuments. And clothes to suit the
is book and 1 am sure it woul b 3 ke R ; : . :
iy RIE K wo WO A e i Delhi, it never snows. The remperature is normally enjoyable October

turch. You need very light weollies, even on a day predicted by the Met
ntro be cool. In fact, especially when predicted by the Met!
entional one: arive with T addition to shoes and a camera, it is advisable to be equipped with a pair of
cand a pen to write the name of a street. Carry vour hotel card bearing
i1 address and phone number of your hotel. A cap and an umbrella will do you
well in summer sunshine or in rainy weather. Your wallet or purse can have your
passport and yvour plastic money (credit card). You may carry some Indian
currency (spending money, maybe a thousand rupees, equivalent to approx.
$20) for a rickshaw tour, a banana lunch and a tip e someone who did
something for you out of the blues. Tuck it all in safery somewhere under your
shirt. And please do not tip a beggar; it’s illegal.

Befare you leave for the tour, read about the places vou are going to. Then read
after you have seen them. Before you get on with fun, take this one serious step
and you'd never regret you took this book up and paid for it.

You are all set to go. It may be impertant for you to decide which part of Delhi
vou would want to start your sightseeing from. Sometimes, it is the location of
your hatel which decides the starting point of the tour.

TWO WAYS OF DOING TDURS
There are two ways of divimg wonars, T%
an itincrary written by :"‘ﬂm‘-“
updated fora ko

I have taken the route which begins from recent times like Connaught Place and goes
Back in time to the first recorded foreign settlement in India — the Qutab Minar. CP
(Connaught Place) is the centre of Delhi, from where we may go to the north end of
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Connaught Place: ™ teart o Dl g

the city and then o the south, traversing through history, monuments, 511 - 3 culture
of the city. Most monuments are locsted oblong north-south. On the cat was the
river, and the west had the hills. 8 however, you wish to start from the beginning, read
this book backwand, starting fram the last chapter for a chronological tour of Delhi.

YOUR TOUR BEGINS

n of Delhi — Connaught Place. I am
: s some spectacular memorabilia and
se hotels bullt in 1933, Delhi is like the figure

of 8 for the purpose of wurin b 1
: LT the cenre. 1zke 3 i :
R e - e, 12ke a round, and pass

; ke znord 1y " I
map of Delhi, vou would know another round. When you look at the
A smille for your driver and -
—— SN AR T and for all and cundey wivae -
your room il vou and sundry who'd keep greeting you from

brames in vwmior e
WEVE In Your car is recom

re a god having come as 2 gue

¥ou are a paving gad! Ha

is in the spirit of ~Arithi devo bhava m mmended. This tradition of greeting
2 - MEaning “let the guest be the God!” You

St 1o this land, excent 1 ' it
e ot o and, except that, unlike the wadition,
even if hell break g said that, hospitality
even if hell breaks loose, most often you'd hear vou
No problem. It be okay.” g

veT read while the ca:-].s
the car is moving i -
s passing alongside you, Rtar:hli!g !;‘iﬂbiﬁmlf ¥ou of the kaleidoscopic
back and relax. Now is the 4 4 looking around don’y mix. just si
fime 10 et the fun sgae - e wh;i;n t iz, Just sit
Ver.

& pan of Indian culture and
your driver saying, “Don't worry,

Sir

VOt Iy want o stop for a minute at one o two points in obd Delll. Ask the

diiver to pult up on the side while vou read and identily things ar wind. I there
fs something 1 talk about every 100 metres in New Pelhit, there is something o
palk abont every 10 metres in the walled ity of Old Delhi

wall, for mow, you are happily entrenched at the back, cushioned seat ol your
car with eves wide open o the indian experience w begin officially,

As your plane touches the runway, you get to see the scramble 1o get down even

Bedore the plane has come 1o a halt, Next comes thie rushing into the waiting bus to

be greeted by probable delays in baggage, and the scene in general at the aipaert,

Wolcome to the wonderful chaotic world of India! However, the Delhi airport boasts

al being the second best airport in the world today. It is new and therefore swanky.

The challonge is to keep it that way. My opinion is that if the work culture and mindset

of the crployees there is changed for the better, this airpart will remain the pride of

‘o, 1 had to persuade and convince the man running the cart there that |

e and deserved to use the cart, | am glad | did. Because contrary to his waving

aif, saying the baggage belt was round the corner, it was almost a kilometre away.

\ fiasca at the Madrid airport by the Turkish Airlines {they behaved like our

iLren, trying to extract the undeserved euros from gullible travellers) and a 12-

2 jeumey, | had been exhausted. On the flip side, however, the man's comment
11t | was young enough to walk that distance was quite heartening.

Finally, there is one thing that I can't include in this book: An open mind is
something you have to come up with yourself. By open mind, 1 mean that you

IH130 BNOA 4N NJld




DELHI ~ DOWMN THE AGES
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shiowkd al evervene as dierate for the Mot} art. You should also nog g,
v o T e e
..,gu e iy a8 an idiot. For all you R,
o \tr}:h. 'c;k-\\'-c are MM aneducated: peithicr are 4
2 | h "
All the pooe-loRINg ¥ '
- i My person 10T

am probabl oot .~
By oW Vou should have a Lair wcs ; B & e

ﬁuz:t hosirs of i 3 Jedsurely one in three davs, Howevern, i

-k o h ¥, ; R

would like 10 give you mor specific itineranes ‘

N Fxa mru-hﬂurmd["dlu you may do any two of these §

. / o Y Wy 110 aobch

monuments; Quiab, Humayun's Tomb, Red Fort. You may 1o abo

. Ay 4 = }= vy By e .
in related chaptets, The idea is to spend an howr eacy s
and an hour for commuting i¢ these. Tt

he may be a pooy Tl

Wi educated |

good

s that Delli can be done 0 quick g e
R

Juick relerence &
We, §

nme 1;1‘.:‘}“.‘.‘1,‘“;
Ll '.h{w

*iOnenty
spread all o i and oy

(o am o Ehe Jife om Dl
would get a faidy good ea of Tt HIC T LRA
FLapwy peee |

e T

monuments, vou may diive past the India Gate, 1

U Way

i it
PRAem

and many more buiidings of & &
2 If vou have two days in Dedhi: Each Jay
matter which part of Defhi. It can be oither Old or New

anlsn maalvs Bl o L
SRRe O Rkl o4 t does nat

The book

guides you to the places and how w read
31 1 vou have three days o spare, )
and detours can be added as por the bock

“§ N, *

o kmow where 1o go. The N cihi tour

In the subsequent chapters, evenvthing in det e you a

meaningful tour of Dethi

aummary

- . L b pennsaliy Ballea N i & Y S sl .
The E\\‘h 15 equally helpful for Indians and foreigners both. It substitutes for
a guide.

*  lmponan: do's and don'ts whille gemd
*  Preparing fix the shock some mav eag
+  Gening 1o know what ©0 expect and b

e n‘; Hrl.:k w *-11:_}.1 © expent and how © make best value for money
12 towr Dl in vanious durations: three hours 1o three davs

Activity
Read before vou N "
=i -\!,,11:3.-,; “;:» Sil“‘. :r a0er voul engd vour tour of Delhi. Pass a question arou nd
H L % Ot Wiy Fgailen A Sy
Wb Minar bult?" and have fun. Most tourists tend to forget

dates — understandably
iR L J— .
monument. This ¢ ¥ 3 — even before they have stepped out of the
= f uli]libec\:}:- Wav F'f'-"“il:"' gt vie stepped out of L
< T4 SH0YIng dates,

View from the ground
Dethi is a melting pot of war
é o t Vanous (‘J..Ilturcg adirin
people from all castes and . xaditions, languages, religio
o e ges, religions, and
has been the capital city, “mﬁifmq‘mafm- From 1200 B onwards, &
 left their Footprints on this soil. For e prer /1 "uled from the city
+ 1) mention what was right with it imgy b‘"‘”fj. L of the traveller, it would be
an 1o count its endless comuption.; Iy afier Independence | 7
. i aa Uplon-infesipd wWrongs pendence in 1947
Was in 1S after Partin it i i '
Bon. It is still in a mess i
= (8

a method

i i madness”, When you come 1o Delbl, you'd find chunks of world-class
infrastasctare alports and malls, Tor exampled mingled with shocking poveny.
I i Dizarre attempt o reduce the percentage of people living below poverty line
(BPLY, the Govermment s aitegorzed people caring more than 220 per day
as being above poverty line, T20 §s equivalent 1o less than hall an American
Jdotliar] This bs belng towted as a joke,

s necessany o lave an open mind, As i North Indian, [have yel o fathom
the complexitivs of South, East and West Incia. Mot that 1 have solved the puzzle
ol what 1 is belng o Norh Indian, But 1am trying,

Expect Deecing,  louts, overcharging, good and bad behaviour, massive
mismanagement, light goof-ups and all that. T am not justifying these wrongs,
but they happen with tourists at most places in the world, | have suggested ways
Jeal with them In Delhi, Where it does not happen, like in Singapore, the
st trade blooms. There 1s an awareness campaign about how to treat tourists

By and it is showing. Foreign footlalls are increasing,

 ilip side, there is much to choose from the buffet called India, unlike

wr country, including ltaly, China and Egypt. Despite and because of

\ine, knowledge, information, entertainment and wisdom are guaranteed.
saple, if you are stranded on an Indian railway platform waiting for a
{cain, there is so much for you to see. I can't describe the scenc because

| olatform presents a unique picture. It is your innovation, your capability

| intention to turn every inconvenience, every bit of mismanagement into an
poorunity that will help you understand India. Treat them as bonus. As extra
that was nat charged from you when you booked the tour. If there is a traffic jam,

[Ta]
fl

you have so much spread in front of you to savour. Do not come (o see
monuments alone. Your trip encompasses scenes unwritten in the itinerary sent
to you by your travel agents. 1 wish that you encounter such inconveniences.
You would see some things that you could not bargain for all the resources at

your disposal.
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