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he day was special, as was the pccasion. It was
T 2 R 1058 (a.D.1648)—the
Z Fort, a citadel that to
day stands proud in the city of Delhi. There was

2s Emperor Shah Jahan, along with a

grand re 23 through the Khizri Gate facing
the Hier Dara Shikoh scattered gold
snd shver coins over his father's head as he walked
o 0 the gstes. The palaces were decorated; the

courtyards covered with rich carpets and colourful

hangings while deep red Kashmir shawls covered each
seal. There was opuience everywhnere
¥

independence broke out, the sepoys from the

g " P e i d ¥ i Neli
mutinying regiments at Meerut arrved in Delni and

clamowred for admittance to the Red Fort, Captain
Douglas of the Palace Guard wished to go down
and speak to them, but was dissuaded by
Emperor Bahadur Shah Il. Fierce battles and
'\:r)arzrl r: '.‘-— ed ‘.[Ci!r..-ll'n"-“?f.::.

The famous Indian National Army trial in 1945
independent India’s first Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru's dramatic speech and the hoisting of the
national flag—they all took place at the Red Fort.

This citadel symbolised the seat of power for the
Mughal rulers as well as the British Empire in Indi
The British occupied the Red Fort till August 194
after which the Indian Army took it over as a military
garrison. In December 2003, the Army handed it over
to the Ministry of Tourism and Cuiture to faciitate work
to restore the Fort to its former glory. For, it is here that
the kings lived and the knights fought valiantly. Hers is
where history was made, time and again.

I'\-] A 4]

Indeed, this magnificent monument in red sandstone, a
symbol of free India, where the nation’s signature song,
Vande Mataram, has been invoked several times, bears
testimony to another era, another world.
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angir, ascended h:‘z throne on

24 January 1628. He assumed the title of Abu-i-
Muzzafar Shihabu-d-Din Muhammad Shibgiran-i-Sani
the Second Lord of Happy Conjunction) Shah Jahan

f Faith). After
cavemment

i o Delhi. In
1635, just before setting out on a :.':era" expedition,
Shah Jahan s said to b summensd Makramat

zve
L e e i, s = K - - P o -
Khan, the Men-i-imaral (Supenvisor of Buildings), and
- - e R sl e 3
ordiered the construction of an eniire new city to his
,
LS

jaste. The infent was {0 smmorialise his name to the

north of Agra.

The reasons for a%f-'f‘rir“ the capital were many. Agra
er the burial of the

=
...,.._....1 & W - e
became distasiefid to the empercr ait

beloved wife of his youth, Mumtaz Mahal (Elect of the
Palace), took place there (even though she died in
Burhanpur, Madhya Pradesh, in June 1631, during the
long and painful birth of her youngest daughter). Other
reasons included a desire to spend money on the
gratification of a passion for exceptional splendour and
to escape the excessive heat which held in its grip
Agra or Akbarabad during summer. The rugged
ravines throughout the city, a shortage of space in Agra
Fort and the narrow streets for troops, elephants and
the retinue of the emperor and his umarahs (lords) to
pass through also propelled the emperor to take
this decision.

Delhi beckoned and the emperor responded. Shah
Jahan arrived here to build some more magnificent
edifices, including the mighty Red Fort.
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as the Hed Fort g Lated the constructlon of the
city wallgf Shéghandbad, Shah Jahan laid its
foundation on the 12 Bhihijah or Dhul-Hija AH. 1048
{#.0. 1638). Sr Sayyaid Ahmad Khan, thegauthor of

Asar-us-Sanadid m that some cla apers—a.vlrtual

W of the ‘:Gf"-de‘l :nto his hay accortﬁng to

which the date of the foundation of the Fort wag
recorded as Friday night, the ninth Muharram of the
year a.H. 1049 { 12 May, A.D. 1639).

k fine years, three months.and a few days to
1 his historic fort. It cost 100 lakhs of rupees.
ThelRed was built under the able supenvision of
Makramat Khan. f)thers associated with the building of
the Fort were Ghairat Khan, the then Governor of Delhi:
lzzat Khan, who later became the Governor of Sind;

5



i itk e T R

Ali Vardi Khan, also appointed to a governorship, and
two master builders, Hamid (whose name is sbil
commemorated by the Kucha Ustad Hamid near the
Jama Masiid) and Ahmad. Makramat Khan asked the

e il sy P PO F g S | i~ ™ cog
mnarnr who was then in Kabul, to come and see it

~

MDENT
and on the 24th Rabi Il of ax. 1058 (a.D. 1648 ), Shah

Jahan entered the Fort through the gate facing the River
amuna. This first entry of Emperor Shah Jahan to the

Fort was marked with great fanfare. He held his first

court in the Diwan-g-Am. The roofs, walls and awans
~olonnades) of the Diwan-e-Am were hung with velvet

idings became the enwy of the ar

A beautiful canopy—a huge covering especially
prepared for the sion in the royal factory at
Ahmedabad, measurg around 64 by 41 metres and
costng ebout B !akl’?of rupees, was supported by

The Citadel is Born 15

silver columns and surrounded by a silver railing. The
Diwan-e-Am was enclosed by a golden railing, while the
throne was provided with a special canopy, fringed with
pearls and supported by golden pillars, wreathed with
bands of studded gems. In keeping with the grandeur
of the occasion, the emperor distributed lavish gifts to
commemorate the day that saw the birth of the Red
Fort. The Begum Sahiba received one lakh rupees
and Prince Dara was presented a special robe of
honour, jewelled weapons, an increase from the rank of
10,000 to 20,000 horses, a caparisoned glephant and
two lakh rupees.

The princes, Sulaiman Shikoh and Sipihr Shikoh,
received daily allowances of 500 rupees and 300
rupees respectively in addition to their original pay. The
Prime Minister (Wazir), Sa'dullah Khan. got a robe of
honour and a nadr with the rank ©f%7,000 horses.
Makramat Khan received the rank of Panj Hazar.

} the DG
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mperor Sheh Jahan, the grand Mughal architect of
E Gid monuments, was not destined to
long. His last days were dotted
with intngues and mishaps, sorrow and tragedy.
Lonfined to a room in a tower facing the Taj Mahal, he
Ken man in January 1666, Sadly, the art that
ed unger him found no encouragement

. Tl TS SOn and successor, Aurangzeb, who was
‘! &N iconociast. With his zeal for religion and thirst for
less dominion, he dealt a fatal blow o his empire.
Aurangzeb’s insistence on «eeping all the reins in his

ST Tiancs resulted in his never having the time to do

worst misgivings among his retinue. His eldest 500
was held captive while his third son Was in exile, He
had imprisoned another son for seven years. Only the
youngest, Kam-Baksh, was given some regard by
the emperor,

It was on Friday, 4 March 1707, after a reign of almost
five decades that Emperor Aurangzeb breathed his
last. The empire started to disintegrate. An inevitanie
struggle for the throne followed his death. Bahadur
Shah | averpowered his brothers and took over what
was left of the empire. After Bahadur Shan | died in
Lahore, his sons had to go through a civil war in order
to establish succession, Other races ravaged the
empire; the Marathas advanced to the very gate of the
Red Fort and the Alghans seized Kandahar, Of such
little importance wers the Successors of Aurangzeb, in
death as in life, that not ohe has a mausoleum to mark
his grave and it is not known for certain where some of
them are buried. Shah Alam

Ghulam Cladir, remained g prisoner

10 was blinded by
in the Red Fort in

he Marathas, unti
rascued by Lord Lake in 1803, Iwo kings,

yal adults,

the: hands of Ghulam's conquerors, t
who were not
ware set up by the Sayyids but they died of

tansumption, and then came Mohammag Shah, the

nst Mughal to sit on the axquisite Peacock Throne in

Hed Fort. Early in 1738, Persian King Nadlir Shah

Hiver Indus and was on his way to | ahore,

vparor was nol strong enough to facae the army
Fiadir Shah; 5o he decided to meet Nadir Shah in his
M, accompanied by a scanty retinue o settla the
rms of peace, It was decided that the Persian army
id rest in Dalhi, whils Nadir Shah would collect an

wmoity lor the trouble and BXPONSe INctrred in
g this far. The two emperors, the Persian on a
. the Mughal on an elephant, entered Delly ang

vere lodged in the Hed Fort: Nadir Shah i

———— e e,



Chandn Chowk—the principal street of Delhi before 1857.

1 the Diwan-e-Khas. A false rumour
2t Madir Shah had been murdered on the

= Wughal emperor. The citizens of Delhi
se in sheer blind terror and fell upon the Persians.
At midnight the officers of Nadir Shah, frightened
told their master that 3,000 of his
men had been murdered. In retaliation, Nadir Shah

seized his sword and issued the order
i e el

Chandnl Chowd, Dariba Bazaar and the buildings
round the Jama Masid were set on fire through nine
fearfl hours of destruction. Nadir Shah watched the
carnage from the Golden Mosque In Chandni Chowk,
Mohammad Shah and the nobles of Delhi approached

him with a plea for mercy. The massacre ceasad the

Shah aave the order, Many thousands

M MNadir Sha
some say 20, some & 100 000) lay dead amid their
I

T.:i,;ff:ﬁri_'_; homes, Nadir Shah seized all NG rf;';'-'ii WG

{ [ 1 g Laibhs il i
:j_.l'!r‘l '-__‘.E;Iﬂ,-f;ﬂ“ oul for Farsid will s (i t aheilful workmen
O Dt with R the

i TN

el 10

Mohammad Shat
Droke the heart of the o

Titular and feebi

Troubled Times 17

reigned for barely a few years. Ahmad Shah Daurani
returned once more to India in 1756. His troops
repeated the horrors of Nadir Shah’s invasion. In 1759
he returned to India again, and his approach was the
signal for the murder of Emperor Alamgir Il. Delhi was
then attacked by the Rohillas and the Pathans. It is said
that the aged Emperor Shah Alam was blinded in the
Diwan-e-Khas in August 1788 and imprisoned by the
brigand Rohilla chief Ghulam Qadir. Some months
later the emperor escaped through Salimgarh with
his followers, crossing the five-arched bridge that
connected it with the Red Fort. The Rohillas stripped
many of the rooms of the Red Fort of their marble
ormaments and picked out the stones from the borders
of many floors. In November 1808, Mohammad Akbar
Shah Il succeeded his father, Shah Alam, He was a
mild and benevolent prince, more suitable to reign
under the protection of the British Government than
in the troubled times of his unfortunate father and
his immediate predecessors. Akbar Shah died in
Saptamber 1837 at the age of 81 and his aldest son

Shah Il

iahadur o

was under the charge of the British Army andl

syceeeded him, However, by then

shah was only a puppet King

beginning of the end of a great

| Fort. The citadel was 10

th wary of tha dramatic
1l I ] 151
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mponant testimony of Mughal ~ Bahadur Shah is believed to have held daily durbars
grandewr an0 2 magnificent era that ended with  at the Red Fort during the occupation of Del by
e of its | . Bahadur Shah IIl. The the freedom fighters. Questions regarding payment of
Ul ' northern and central India  these troops and reports on the progress of the ﬁghtjng
' ooy Mutiny or India’s First  were discussed here and letters were written to induce
. was bound to have its fremors  others to join the revolt. Suspected traitors were glsg
nadur Shah lived and held  dealt with and nazars (presents) given to those who
court. Though an inefectual leader, the people turned  were loyal,
o sm ounng thes stage of rebellion and unrest.
The emperor, however, was treated with scant
Actiualy, the history of this revolt can be traced right  ceremony, his orders generally disregarded. When the
Dack 1o the days of Robert Clive and the East India  occupation of the city by the British was just a mattsr
Company. 1t was Cive who lzid the foundation of the  of days, the Red Fart became a site of pandemonium.
Batish nule in India in 1765. By 1856 most of Indiawas  The freedom fighters, cavalry and infantry, occupied
under the control of the East india Company. During this — the beautiful gardens, damaging them considerably.
penod Lord Dalhousie, an imperialist, initiated the policy  Magazine stores were kept by them in the Diwan-g-
of Doctring of Lapse A they also spread their beddings. The
nperor gave orders to the rebel troops not to occupy _
Aot g to this policy i the ruler of a denande od et 12 roval premises and the cavalry was told to evacuate | :-'"m

,.,_{_,.' padenee o 2 remtiar
LR WYl e Lo =

tural hieir, the siate would be annexe the gardens. These places had never been enterad on ' Wy

f-:',' the Brtish and not inherited by the adop norseback even at the tim »OF Nada -f‘_‘x;“-jh, Ahmad Shah | :‘Er;
- O alle wosmo s doal o focd Bulo s oo oo eorm g0 rl ni or by anv of the a0 i |
Banagur Shiah was 2160 10 o } BUCOEERE0 ' il ' ar i nor generals | Eﬁ:a
not De "':L"Z:..".";f,': ai Wngs of O WO gye 10 B NG | hqa
the Red Forl. Thus, by 1856, the Brtish tmpin at | I May 1857, the sepoys from the mutinying '

its zenith but, ronmically, discomentrnent o ments at Meerut arived in Delhi and clamoured for

that w had
thay : %!

| the Bnlish al Mearut (--:C]F"-lf.'t Doualas of the | t

Iy 1 o ) 1 | - g
British rule was also brawind LEl o the Red h-”t; declaring

Gtiarch wished to go down and speak to them, '
issunded by Bahadur Shah He, thersfore, '

i hirmsell by addressing them from the balcony

of the Musamman Bur. The sepoys of the Palace
Balonging to the 38th Native h:rs_|r|1r~',-l acdmittad

edom fighters. Captain Douglas proceeded 1o the | ?h"n

Gate in order o speak to the rabals. Bt the § RI

; was attacked by the sepoys and forceqd [0 retroat
anora Gate of the Fort, The Native |ng, ntry

refused 1o fire on the freedom fighters

on
4nd Sirmen




An Empire is Lost 19

ta Sangram Bahachr Shah Zafar, Courtesy: Swalanfrata Sangram
Sangrahalaya, Red Fort.

neer Db rebuked them for their  The emperor left the Red Fort and proceeded through
fyrriedd 1o mount the steps leading to the city on an elephant to alay the fears of the
unner nan of the Lahore Gate, As he inhabitants. On his return, he found the Diwan-e-Khas

full of soldiers and pointed out that the enclosure was

the firsl step, two men rushed

1 chown. © Douglas, already only meant for royalty. But the emperor's words were
Al netairs, He gave disregarded, On 14 May, he was so distracted by the
dowe 1o be closed The turmoll around him that he refusad to meat anyone.,

reached the
Bahacur Shah ordered a search for the bodies aof Simon

raser and Captain Douglas so that they could be given
hristian bural, A couple of days later, a large number

freadom fighters assembled before the palace and

m ccusing him of concealing

They also threatened to abduct

by , Cueen. and hold her hostage for the

fav. at about lan n e
tha palacs, |"III'-t‘I|‘..I.||‘1'

rclared in cold blood near

wrn, before the Naubal




20 Dili's Red Fort

hi &t Khooni Darwaza.

was crowded with a
g their pay. Bahadur

Shah left the Red Fort a e days later and proceeded
io the Jama Masjid for prayers. The next day it was
discovered that someone had filled the guns in
Salimgarh with stones. Hakim Ahsanullah Khan was
R :

suspected and narrowly escaped with his life. The

Lol e e
"’. LSS J‘..-' il
=

nnamed European, dressed as a
Hindy fortune-felier carrying an almanac, was brought
Red Fort and murdered, News poured in that the

i i I - L Fi : - PN 7
freedomn fighters had been defeated by the British at
:

wed, Anu
LIPS
L) .r‘:

0y sy

Subseguently, many wounded men appeared

n the city. The 36 perplexed al the

+..-.r-;pjr_‘_.r:

-f'”."',af (O WaS E'Jr”

of events.

f\(n.r.."' rJ the ma

th

ISEACTE ({} 16 'J,1. by 2 H:f.r.-_-ffj-' reanh

Red Fort on W

(14

lay 31 and, on the same

#mperor issued orders that he would no longer recely

"" one in SO | e i
3y pettions in e . Al petitions would Nave io
ooma throue k i
LTS TNroLK 1P 'u"lJ." uuh Al 1“_.'!::_;'.’: anad Hakim J.’..- Lo ;: "
Khan. Some soldiers came forward an ke
L A

=TT 1 =t Y | £ i
PEIMRESION 10 raise the flao of fiha

JLING 1r_JJ {hg's] BMpenr issue

i s
O CiDhes Osrer K] O I all ehere in
o= Do is W

et =
H::’..,.E;'T o8t iy Wy by in -..; &l on the aar

h'-i'-fif%‘.ﬂ Engiishmen were alss |

i -

L OfF and {,’J-_}f:)-'jt;-: Tf.ﬁ'_‘i,'"';-_’i e ity Tie
. ¥ CitY. fhe

T "
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Capture of two princes Mirza Buktawar and Mirzz Mendhoo at
the Qutl Minar

be prepared. A confidential report was received that
the Queen of England, on news of the First War of
Independence, had ordered the dispatch of 24,000
troops. Bahadur Shah expressed displeasure at the
failure of the freedom fighters to drive away the British.
On June 17, seven carts with lime were dispatched for
the repair of Salimgarh, while a cannon that had been
lying at the door of the palace, since the time of Shah
Jahan, was mounted at the Lahore Gate.

At a large durbar held a few days later, Bahadur Shah
received about the state of affairs. He
addressed the sardars (leaders) of the sepoys and
pointed out that they wera cEe-xtmyr.:q a kinqdom that

reports

should all leave the city and tlw mllnmru_.] d;h; issued a

rdar to thia effect,
On 2 July Muharmmad Bakht Khan, a Barellly mutineé
and given W

nmander-in-Chief
CONtre not the army but of tha Gy
Grministration he days of bloodshed at e
na areas seemad 10 o8
i @ battary at Salmgd
and aiso heid o ! | Fort, These were cays
| turr hope was ned Jlighe
Finally, on 14 it the Hritish Wi th e
il s i k. 4 it
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massacre in cold blood greal swathes of the
population. In one mohalla (locality), Kucha Chelan,
soma 1.400 people were cut down. The emperor,
therefore, remained in  his private apartments. The
British assault proved successiul and Bakht Khan told
the emperor that his only safety lay in flight and begged
hm to au:“c"*‘-"a.“ him. Bahadur Shah, however,
=

s Humayun's Tom‘o On the same day, the
Lzhore Gate at the Bed Fort, which appeared to be
totally deserted except for an occasional gunshot fired
at the troops &t the end of Chandni Chowk, was blown
The Punjab Infantry broke the chain of the inner
gate by firng muskets close to it and they charged
d aulisd passage (Chhatta Chowk) into the
pelace. A single sentry remained in the passage and he
f y utenant McQueen, but the bullet went
ugh the ::.' er's helmet.

.'i-

n captured the emperor a few miles
of the city, and on the following day the princes,
Mirza Mughal, Mirzz Khizr Sultan and Mirza Abu Bakr,
were isken into custody at Humayun's Tomb. They
in 2 bullock cart and brought to the city.
When they reached near the Delhi Gate, Lieutenant

Hodson shot the princes at the place that is known
as the Khooni Darwaza. On that day a royal salute
was fired in honour of the capture of the city and a

r senvice was held in the Diwan-e-Khas. The
following January, he r,-rr-r;:'ror Was i:rgught to the
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silence he sat -_nt his eyes cast on 1h:, r;rr.aund S0me

heard him guoting verses of his own composition;

Faetl T

Bahackr Shah surenders. Courtes;

Sorwpahalaya, Fed Fort

An Empire is Lost 21

Bahadur Shah was confined to his bed during the days of his tnal.
Courtesy; Swatantrata Sangram Sangrahalaya, Red Fort.

Lagta nahin hal il mera, ujray dayar mein

Kig ki banii har aalam-e-na-payedar mein

Kah do in hasarataun se kahiin awr jaa basan
Itanii jagah kahan hai dil-f daaghdaar mein
Ui daraaz maang ke laaye the chaar din
Do aarazu mein kat gaye do infizaar mein

Hai kitana badanasib Zafar gafn xe live

Do gaz zamiin bhii na milii Ku-i yaar mein

The English translation reads:

My heart Is not happy in this despoiled land
Whao has ever felt fulfiled in this transient worid

Tell these emotions to go dwell elsewhere
Where is there space for them in this basmirched
(bloodiad) heart

| had requestad for a long lite a life of four days
Two passed by in pining, and two in waiting

How unlucky 15 Zafarl For burial
Even two yards of land were not (o ba had, in the
farich {of thi) bialovesd

Alter an investigation that lasted for 40 days, Bahadur
Shaby Zafar was convicted for having made war against
the: British, the reigning sovereign of India, and with

1, or belng accessory o, the death of many

ane. He was exiled and sent to Hangoon whaore

i took place at tha
lays in 1857 cd not go
the British, The misrule of tha

ond and was replaced

rhicment
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.~ <t War of Independence, coup! led with the
| socio-religious reforms i L;oduued at the time,

enread CONSCiOUSNESs among the people and a
Sfarent kind of movement began to take shape. This

soon took the form of a countrywide struggle for
formation of the Indian

aciings of patrictism found expression in immortal

o L

songs and postry, works of literature. At the convention

Ll
of #he INC in 1896, Rabindranath Tagore sang the
mmarzl song, Vande Mataram composed by the
noveist Bankim Chandra Chatterjee

n the beginning, the British had a sympathetic aftitude

towards the Congress but it soon changed and they

g IS
Loromation Durbkey

L asi#

adopted a policy of divide and rule. Some of the new
Indian leaders such as Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Lala

Rai, Aurobindo Ghosh and Bipin Chandra Pal had
by then emerged on the scene. Fiery spesches of
Tilak shook both, his countrymen and the British, Ha
declared in unambiguous terms, 'Swaraj is my birhaght
and | shall have it.’

The partition of Bengal in October 1905 saw the INC
enter its second phase—which was dominated by the
Extremists. Through the different stages of the nationd
movement, the Congress merged more and more wih
the people and encouraged them to fight togetherasa
nation. In 1906, the Muslim League was formed undes
the leadership of Salimullah Khan, with the suppor of

the British Government. Two important deciaratons

ad
-“r.l"a, e, RF
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Dehhi Durbar of 1911, when King

en Mary visited India. One was that
he ca wish India would be shifted from
Caloutta (Kolkatz) to Delhi and the other was the
anmuimen: of the pariition of Bengal. Far away in
Eurone. North America and some Asian countries,
many Indians set up re evolutionary centres. These
reluded Shyam Krishna Verma, V.D. Savarkar, Madan

F/.—|

“ama, S, Dutt, Barkatulla

and Champakarman Cf’ Madame Cama designed
2 flag for free India and unfurled it at the International

Srociahet Conference in Stuttgart, Germany, in August
‘iiﬂ-‘,-?. A1 ctane Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi
ihi) entered the national movement anl
h-‘.;r.f_ir:fj the Sabarmati Ashram al Ahmedabacd where

P | & S ith Tt
i _,[-':_"_ L Ut t.l-'.r]

3 non-violence

he preached U
He soon becamé the eacer of the masses across

the country

in the my ' i f J 8]
been proceeding ! t
Commissioner of

Iwo popular

Kitchlew—anainst w

ISsied, The crowd we

Later in the

throughout the city

in Arvitsar, the police provoked viglence Dy Tinfg

Fpogd i
Hraticrs |I.

unarmed demon:

History on Trial 23

A Nawaz Khan, Prem Kumar Sehgal and Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon. Courtesy: Swatanirata Sangram Sangrahalaya,

Brigadier-General Dyer on 13 April 1819, Thousands of
people, unaware of the curfew imposed gathered at
Jallianwala Bagh where Dyer ordered firing without any
warning. Hundreds of innocent people were killed. In
protest, Tagore renounced his knighthood and Gandhi
returned the Victoria Cross.

The Lahore session of the INC in 1929 was presided
over by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, in which the Congress
demanded complete independence. In 1929, the
Hindustan Socialistic Republic Association was formed.
Two of its active members, Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt,
threw a bomb in the Central Legislative Council and
shouted 'Inquilab zindabad' 1o protest the introduction
of a public safety bil. While Jatin Das died after a
Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru
weare hanged in 1931,

hunger strike,

1042, the Congress intensified the Quit
There
in open defiance,

I August
werg countrywide  strikes
Netaji Subhash

Inchia  Movament
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handra Bose resigned from the Congress and formed
Bloc but was soon arrested for his

' aches, Howaver, he escapad in

dan. and from thers to Russia and

finally to Japan, With tha halp

the ravolutio y Rash Biharl Bosa, he formed tha
Mational Army (INA] or Azad Hind Faul
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held a victory parade

prisoners. Inside the Red Fort, they awaited a trial for

Mehru wrote on 17 January 1948: 'The trial

Waing war aganst ine
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collapse of the Japanese in the
IMNA was defeated and forced to
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aht i0 have marched (o Delhi as victors, hoisted
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gat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru. Courtesy: Swatantrata Sangram Sangrahalaya, Red Fort

This set the tone for the whole country and the INA
became a burning topic. The public demanded the
immediate release of the INA prisoners. Mahatma
Gandhi, who was then staying at Harijan Colony in
Delhi, met the INA officers at the Red Fort.

imprisoned the INA officers,
ia and lodged them at the Red

of war. Ironically, the very men

In a Foreword to Moti Ram's classic documentary
record of the historic Red Fort trial of Captain Shah
Nawaz Khan, Captain Prem Kumar Sehgal and
Colonel Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon, Jawaharlal

rarmparts of the Red Fort and

i

there, were now declared

dramatisad and gave visible form to the old contest
“Fngland versus India”. It became a trial of strength
cenrd 0 India that  between the will of the Indian people and the will of
i and that  those who held power In India. And it was that will of the

neople that triumphed in the end,” Shah Nawaz, Sehgal

Ihillon wera tnad by a miktary court prasided over

wneral Blaxland. The trial took place on the

{ loor | dormitory insice the Red Fort, |t was
ind tha publi The country wis

i Ewspapar repors of
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Delence asks for three weeks adjournment.’ British
and American news agencies and newspapers
also sent their men to Delhi to report the trial. The
court martial began on 5 November and ended on 31
December 1945. The three accused were in their
uniforms minus their badges of rank. The court
described them by their original ranks in the British
Army and referred to themn as Captain Shah Nawaz,
Captain Sehgal and Colonel Dhillon. To the rest of india,
they were known by their INA ranks, namely, Major
General Shah Nawaz, Colonel PK. Sehgal and Colonsl
G.S. Dhillon. The chargsshest was read out to them.
There were many charges against each of them
individually but the one common charge against all
three was that they had waged war against the King.
They pleaded not guilty. Donning his barrister’s robe
after a lapse of some thirty years, Jawaharlal Nehru was
the cynosure of all eyes in the courtroom.

In view of Sir Tej Behadur Sapru’s indifferent health,
Bhulabhai Desai was entrusted with the responsibility of
conducting the defence in close consultation with his
other colleagues of the defence committee. Day after
day, Desai went to the Red Fort and there, in a tented
enclosure, he met Shah Nawaz, Sehgal and Dhillon and
a number of other INA officers detained in the Red Fort,
to prepare the case of the defence. The Red Fort
reverberated with shouts of ‘Jai Hind'. An outstanding
and romantic figure in the Red Fort those days was
General Mohan Singh, the creator of the first INA Trial in
1942, who defied the Japanese. Mohan Singh and
other INA leaders ordered the INA {o disband after
severe disagreements with the Japanese. Mohan Singh
was subsequently arrested by the Japanese and exiled
o Pulau Ubin. He preferred to remain in detention till the
Wl Was Qver.

On 3 January 1946, the court martial found the three
accused officers guilty of waging war against the King
and sentenced them to transportation for life, cashiering
and the forfeiture of arrears of pay and allowances.
[he Commander-in-Chief remitted the sentence of

transoortation for lile against them but confirmed the

cashiering and the forfeiture of arrears. The
released on the same day. The
i1y Jil ¥ and the heroas of

vere overwhelimed Dy the uproanaus
wanl, History
nacle in tha Red Fort and the

o thase
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B;— hat the cunan fafen on the INA drama that it of India's struggle for freedom, including the INA trial at

gain on the final act of the British regime  the Red Fort.
n end eighteen months after

the histonc INA trial. Lord Louis Mountbatten Here, history is depicted through photographs,

| | cll ne last Britsh Viceroy of  documents, posters, paintings, lithographs: objects

ndiz and he delinsated a schedule for the withdrawal of  such as guns, pistols, swords, shields, rank badges,

' noia. Mountbatten stayed for some  medals, dioramas, panels in relief, busts, sculptures

time as indepenoent Indiz’s first Governor General and  and more. India’s then Prime Minister, PV Narasimha

was succeeded by C. Rajagopalachar. Rao, said on 27 September 1995, while dedicating the

museum to the nation and to the memory of the heroic

iarial Nehru became independent India’s first  men and women, peasants and workers, students and

August 1847. The very next day,  professionals who participated in the attainment of

e hosted the nztionzl fiag of free India over the  swaraj: ‘The establishment of the Swatantrata Sangram

i
-
Ld,

lurreted Dattiements of the historic Red Fort. The old  Sangrahalaya has come not a day too socon. The

guards of the INA rallied 1o redeem an unfulfiled pledge  museum will be a tribute io those great sons and

and held 2 wictory parade inside the Red Fort. The  daughters of India who participated in the freedom
F i3 i

et Prime Minisien, spoken at the Red  struggle and who have left a lasting legacy for
o, are part of our history. "We are a free and  generations of Indians to admire and emulate. The
sovereign peopie today and we have rid ourselves of  museum will capture the events of those momentous
the burden of the past. We look at the world with clear  times, Every individual who walks into the musaum wil
and friendly eyes and at the futwre with faith and  be able to experience the spirit of the freedom struggle
confidence,’ said Nehru triumphantly. ‘The burden of  and the trials and tribulations of those known and
foreign domination is done away with, but freedom  unknown leaders and men and women across the
brings its own responsibility and burden, and 2y Car lengtty and braath of India to whom we owe our

s e sl od e { - i FEaf . | ¢ |
only be shouldered in the spirt of free E00IG, freadom today'
self-disciplined and determined to preserve and
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Fort has become synonymous in India with our Broadd vist the historic Aed Fort to get a glimpse of

independence Day. 15 August, when the Prin ndia’s hertags, So it was only fitting that the museum
Minister of the country delivers an address 1o : wildd b tod In the Red Fort for It saw the

{.}a‘:!".-f}f-rq from the rarr parts of the | ahore Gate NN First War of Independence in 1857 and

rracks of the Fort that the freedom

- i . " SR : : . - . j s i a
ine Claded, the witness of many historic events. fighters were tried. The Red Fort is a symbol of e
certamiy the most appropriate venue 1o cor dia. Each brick here reverberates with anectoles

e I8 At tha Saasnbarirat ol . q Farl,
india’s freedorn struggie and the Swatantrata rorn india’s rich past. A walk through the Red Fort
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The Fortunate Citadel

Fraise be io Goad! How beautiful
are these painted mansions and
how Charming are these residences:

2 part of the high hazven. When I say the
High-minded angels are desirous of
fooking at them. # people from Cifferent
parts and drections Jof the world] should
come fherel to walk round them as [they walk]
round She oig house Ka'ba] # would be
showild run to iiss their highly glorious threshold
as fhey kiss] the biack stone [of Ka'bal,

# would be proper. The Lord of the World,
she founder of these hegvenly, pleasant mansions,
Shifabu-g-Din Muhammad, the second
Lord of Falietty, Shah Jahen, the King, Champion
of Fanh, npenad the door of favour to the
peopie of the workd,

[English transiation of the inscription on the southem and
norhern arches @ the Knas Maha, said to be the work of
Sa'dilia Khan, the Wazir (Prime Minister) of Shah Jahan ]

=rhe Red Fort has inspired many 10 write about its
splendour and glory, lts imposing extenors aried
overwhelming interiors combine 1o Create a structure
that is simply incomparable. Though both time and
man have not been kind to this edifice, it is shil
considered an important part of any tourist's itinerary
for it is the lar

et of Delhi's medieval monuments. Even
today, the walls of the Red Fort, its palaces and
pavilions, tell a tale of the dramatic incidents that took
place here. Open on all days of the week, except
Mondiays, the Red Fort attracts the curous and the
gager from diflerent parts of the word. They gather
hare 1o enter the Lahore Gate and walk down the lanes
of yesterday.

In the reign of Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb, the Fort
was known as Qila-i-Mubarak (Fortunate Citadel) o
Qila-i-Shah Jahanabad and during the reign of Bahadyr
Shan I, it was called Qila-i-Mualla (the Exalted Fort).
Today It is recognised the world over by its red
sandstone as the Lal Qila or the Red Fort.

Facts and figures, dimensions and other data combine
to underline the marvel of this monument. The citadel
lies on the western bank of the River Yamuna, the
course of which has since changed and receded
towards the east. It is an iregular octageon in plan, with
its longer sides on the east and west. It measures
approximately 900 metres from north to south and
550 metres from east to west. It has a parameter of
2.41 kilometres along the fortification wall with a height
of 33.50 metres on the town side and 18.00 metres on
the riverside.

The wall has been constructed in brick masonty.
veneered with fine red sandstone. The fortification,
along with the ramparts, has been strengthened with
broad massive circular bastions at regular intervals and
ootagonal bastions at corners, with Kiosks or chhaltns
crownad with domical cupolas. Such architecture has
rarely been seen in Delhi,

I'he Hed Fort has an assthetic character that has hﬁ"“
skifully blended with its military requirements. it B
o by a moat about 22.86 metres wide &

£ wtres in dopth, On the roadside is @ drain With
holes for rainwater, It was earlier filed with water and, 8
recorded by the historlan Bernier, the moat Was
stocked with fish. Adjoining # were large gardens,
full of flowers and green shrubs at all times, !
contrasted with the stupendous red wall was 2
sight indead.
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of the Red Fort showing Mughal buldings
1o existing Mughal buildings,

Conjectural plan
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appears that the Red Fort met the requirements of the
 forts mentioned in old treatises such as Devi Puran and
 Kautilya's Arthashastra as it is partly surrounded by
water bodies and moats. Its walls are on the city side
and the river surrounded the other sides. It is devoid of
any natural protection. its height also meets the
requirements of the categories of forts mentioned in the
old treatises. The Red Fort protects the inhabitants from

the fiow of wind through the City.

Apart from the emperor, his family and servants, the
Bed Eort housed hordes of courtiers, ministers, scribes,

on to the emperor's personal bodyguard,
the permanent gammison and a few shopkeepers. It was
interdied as a fortress, with the palace built inside it for

greater safety. Of the 100 lakh rupees spent on the
buiding of the Red Fort, half was spent on the wall and
the other half on the bulidings within.

The historian Bakhiawar Khan, writing during the reign
of Aurangzeb, difiers in his detailed break-up of the
expenciture. According to him, 60 lakh rupees were
' | the buildings within it; 28 lakh

; s; 14 lakh rupees on the

Diwan-e-Khas including the silver ceiling and fittings);
the Imtiaz Mahal (Rang Mahal) with

fts bed chamber and surroundings; 2 lakh rupees on
| - & lakh rupees on the Hayat Baksh
garden with the Hammam; 7 lakh rupees on the palace
of Jahanara Begum and other royal ladies; 4 lakh

)
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rupees on the bazaars and sqguares and 21 lakh rupees
on the walls angd moal. The workmen's wages
amounted 1o 10 million rupees, The red sandstone and
marble was provided by the governors and the kings of
the locality, Red sandsione was also brought in large
quantities from Fatehpur Sikri by boat.

it took a lot of money, time and effort and the end result
was the spectacular citadel that is considered one of

Dealhi's most beautiful sights, The Red Fort is more than

£ e i s bt aar tearielat o eanrletrra |
EmMperor Shah Jal an transiated in sanasione; i
-~ A . & r . Rl R s S o P erslesrierdesi i \

8 8 00orway 1  of architeciural Splencourn. 1Ne
. sl ] et winalle
el of the J0HE fication walls,

e v iv% irie
15, fountans

jSleways, DaZaars, a
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and so much more—have, sacy, Deen subject to the

3, sadly
saganes of tima and uprising of 1857 and the

events that ioliowed nave causeo considerable porions
of the Bed Fort to De ailner dismantled or shom of
rmuch of its glory. Enough still remains, however, 10 give

sorme idea of the original plan in al its magnificence.
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