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PREFACE

In the present study an attempt has been made to examine the historical
content in the Urdu poctry of the second hall of the cighteenth century.
The high quality of litcrature produced in India during this period,
including Urdu poetry made a significant contribution o the
intellectual and cultural developments of the period. It would therefore
be futile to brand the great litcrary output of the age as a part of a
‘decadent’ age, rather it was symbolic of the cultural and artistic
achievements of the eighteenth century (Chapter 1). A word of caution
however needs to be added. In any evaluation of the poetry a
distinction must be made between the objective reflection of social
reality in their poetry and the poets’ own understanding of this reality.
Also, due consideration has to be given to the great exaggeration and
hyperbole which was the poet’s right in the eighteenth century.

With the exception of Mazir Akbarabadi, all the poets under study,
namely, Mir Tagi Mir, Mirza Rafi Sauda, Shah Hatim and Mir Dard
spent the greater part of their lives in Delhi {(Chapter 2) and werc a
witness to the last days of Mughal splendour in the reign of
Muhammad Shah when the capital was a model of luxery and culture
for the rest of India. They also saw this society suffer a severe set back
in the years 1739-1760 which left a deep imprint on their writings. The
passing away of the old order in Delhi, therefore, forms a constant
theme of lament in their poetry. Although aware of the rise of the
British power and ils suceess in Bengal, the world of Mir and Sauda
remained steeped in Mughal times. Such an attitude of the poets could
be duc 1o the fact that the great centres of Urdu poetry, especially Delhi
and Agra still lay outside the influence of the British. Not surprisingly,
therefore, the socio-political theme of their poetry centred around
Delhi and its cnvirons. The present work ends with the British
occupation of Delhi in 1803 when the Mughal emperor Shah Alam II
came under the protection of the East India Company. }

The decline of the Mughal empire notwithstanding the idea of
imperial authority, also voiced by poets like Mir and Sauda, remained
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embodied in the Mughal dynastic rule wi\ii:? i‘l':'(;"b"jifi:l:‘-}“t‘ 1::‘231:111:E:;l~l
power including the British continued o wx 05}1 "1::| s : u‘_
of the Mughal emperor through out '_Im "‘5".“'"?".“ Ry . : "1 s
who saw the decline of the nobles with the initial sense of shock and
dismay reconciled to the political n-ah!;cs by pinning 11}011' faith and
hope in the establishment or law and order by a section of lhf_‘ nobles at
provincial or local levels (Chapter 4). The peniad thus u.-:lnmsf-d a
realignment of pelitcal power leading to the emergence of regional
and local centres of political and cconomic activity as well as
patronage of art and litcrature.

It is not possible 10 examine all the aspects of society on the basis
of the writings of the poets. The chief purpose of the study is 1o analyse
the auitudes and relationships, the value system and the socio-religious
outlook which finds natmal expression in literature (Chapter 6) rather
than a detailed account of material conditions under such conventional
heads as food, drink, clothes, means of recreation etc. The writings of
the poets, especially in case of sufi poets like Mir Dard reveal at least
atl some levels of society a broader outlock in socio-religious matiers
and a steady growth of the forces of liberalism and eclecticism
(Chapter 5) which find free expression in the Urdy ghazal of the age.

A word on the references and foot notes seems necessary here.

] Instead of following the common pattern of putting the surname of the
author later, 1 have written, in case of the poets, the summame first,
g hccaus:_: the poets under study were known mostly by their surnames
B ¢.g. Mirza Mohammad Rafi Sauda 25 Sauda and Mir Tagi Mir as Mir
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CONCLUSION

The historical content of the Urdu poctry of the second half of the
cighicenth Conury covers some major aspects of society and politics of
the period. These include the nature of contemporary politics, the decline
of Mughal imperial authority and its impact on the instittions of
monarchy, the nobility as well ason m:prcva:':ingsocic-p-oJiucalalliludcs
towards these institutions. The poetry of the age also gave voice to such
CONCepLs as mysticism, eclecticism, reli gious toleration and humanism
which provided a distinctive character 1o the culture of the cighteenth
century. The picture of society that emerges from the poetry of Hatim,
Sauda, Mir, Dard and Nazir, though necessarily circumscribed by the
social background and outlook of the poets, highlights the variegated
faceis of the cighteenth century life in an age of tran sition, from the gliticr
and pomp of the reign of Muhammad Shah o the austerity and poverty
of the court of Shah Alam IL. While touchin 2 on the rise of the ‘new’ court
culture in Lucknow, it Provides a vivid account of Jife comparatively free
of court influences in Delhi, Agra and its environs,

As regards the problem of distintegration
Sauda’s account, more than any

and Jagirdari systems, the resultin
the administrative breakdown

and the adverse effects of
activitics of the Marathas, Jars

the predatory
and Sikhs on the siabijj
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however, Tailed w establish a causal link _tmmn political and economic
crises of the empire and the self aggrandizement of the nobles and other
entrifugal tendencies, ,
o nE; he I;mlurr: of the eulogization of the con temporary h.'[-.'lghal emperors
like Alamgir 11 and Shah Alam l!, despite their pul_mcal h\?chakncs?:;
cconomic bankruptey and frequent instances of dl-t:rug.auc'm “; ic :c ?;?c
like Zatalli had dared to highlight (which cost him 'Ius_: llfr:t] ong
Sauda and Mir wrote their eulogies, necds 1o mhs}umud in the brf]adf:r
;‘r;'.r::]wctivc of the survival of the idea of royal Icgltj]:;m:ly;s:dn;h::&u;;ir:
Mughal dynastic rule in the cightcenth century. Bo nr.ﬂm ol
shower praise on the Imunarchlcgl_ ';;rs;l:rlnn ct:ificgv(;lvcgnn;ecpm wp::mpamc
yaternal role, which alone, accordin : v fon et
Eri' ensuring conditions of peace, prosperity a:nd sn:_cﬁl;; sgsﬂ;fmwmm
The poets lament at the decline of the authority o S o
criticize the institution itself, but only the weaknesses
the monarchy during the p':.‘-r_loi j Sk SR
i contcrr_lggifnl;)‘ E?bg;;&’ ;mm:njmmeﬂzl rﬁiiit}r was cmsidcm:
in Iwell ast:flznin the proper functioning of the mun.amh_lcalv S)’ﬁ;’iﬂ d:al
mdispcnsam Sauda and Mir lay great f:mphasi%oalme t:utuvaulg iy
gmﬁ::?i:n the nobles such as valour, sense l?fj ustice and ?'—’-:‘:[ scctfun ot
quat; view the decline of the nobles, primarily in m:ma&i,lo lb S
5?: Mughal nobles which had bccom_e mﬂ; sﬁbjﬁclﬂd oo
politically weak, and disloyal to the empire, henc byl s 51
satirization by Sauda. Both the poets, huwcvcr} i W
logizing some of the nobles who were successiu gt
- g‘n‘dcpcndcnt principalitics, as in the case of the naw s 4
g:ins :Jbvious dichotomy in the poets' illli[l.‘ldﬁ to a large ;::'npli g
ntemporary political attitude of accepting lh.cfalca’.: okt
g The political clites as well as the intellectua i
= cmp:rit; the revival of Mughal dynastic r_ule: showing !1:{1'3 i
pritis ial or local rulers who being indifferent to the : Ssmblislmd
i halo to fulfil their political ambitions an
i ust'-d" *:;‘ peace and security in their respective smlﬁ. g T
mndlum' hiecenth century Urdu poetry serv_c:_d as pesisiinon)
b in the defusion of the prevailin g idealsof r sosepe
nstrument l.I'! like Mir Dard, Mir and Hﬂl.:lm m
iberalism and humanism. Poets like il theimss WhiH IaIY
h- ificant’ contribution to writings o g ey e m.!ch as
significan temporary philosophy of ILfe._ u : Imnmﬂdhnﬁs.
purl.ra}'Gd iy i f life, renunciation, asceticism and U
belief in the vanity OF 75

werful i
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&II.-ﬂnrd great popularity in the cighteenth century, This "pessimg
S o vy
oz o e y }:1 ‘u‘l'!.;:;:c _I'-:.a}‘ amd 1_w=ct‘.m"il)‘ of lile g-mlﬂ.m'lrr
st mmcmim& I;;'I :m diw an, tor example, is (ull of .gri 3;‘
i rml':‘lﬂﬂh ing the 1'!.:11_Eil}~ _pf existence, happiness Ll .
el pechrdeinga %c nent in the strain of living while lile il,_g:.ir
pon as a burden one iscompelled w carry in preparation I'Dni.c-“ ||l.\

Li {;: :;Kllvuc.'lhlt.‘ 1o have some good deeds 10 one’s credit
a large number of caravans are often ready for departure.!
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Death levels all di
: ifferences betwo
R i . en the great and the mean ¢
hence the utter futility of life in the face ,;f‘ 4 ‘:ni the mean and the lowly,
_ e

Be they kings

y kings or beggers, all wi
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Nor the beggers their cap and mat®
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The transitory na
ransitory nature of existence i
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A similar philosophical autitude is adopted by Nazir in the midst of themes

otherwise vibrating with life:

If one becomes a king and extends his rule over vast lerrilorics, 50

what?
16 the sound of trumpets rent the air mumphnl days, so what?

If the fame of his greatness spread far and wide, so what?
Orif he turned a recluse witha cofoured robe, so what7*

‘:;'r_@:{d:‘.’fz'f’f; bl ¢ {::l_/;b;w{)-«ﬁﬁ;,ﬁ:})%
Sty UE LT P S S deos .7

ncluding wealth and fame, continues Nazir, do not
come to one's rescue, once the caravans begin to move away.® As regards
the present, one can hope for little, it is futile to worry about future for
one would face it when itarrives, if spared by death.®Regarding happiness,
it may exist, but at least Mir has Jittle experience of it himsell.” In another
verse Mir enquires about the duration of happiness which lasts justas long

as the fragrance of a flower.

All wordly goods, i

Deep thinking led Mir to the conclusion
That happy span of life was like the sweel

wj#gj;;ﬁ: p zl.-r; Sz milosd

The devastation and ruin which followed the fall of Delhi thus strength-
ened the mystic ideals of the unreality of worldly splendour and contempt
for material wealth which found expression in the clegiac style of poctry
written in Delhi. Such deep pessimism and mysticism is absent in poetry
written outside Delhi territories including Agra where conditions of
comparative peace and security prevailed. In casc of Lucknow the ruling
classes relicved from the duties of administration and responsibility gave
themselves up to pleasure and debauchery. Poetry lacking in depth and
sentiment, all polish, wit and glitter, presented a faithful reflection of life
of Lucknow which could have litlle use for ideas of myslicism and

aacelicism,

fragrance of a flower.”

ey
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Mysticism, however, remained the most popular aspect of religious
and intellectual life of the period. The religious atmosphere was marked
by a spirit of toleration and eclecticism which found froe expression in
the Urdu ghazal of the times. The prevailing spirit of religious amity and
goodwill was not violated by the ymanay of the ecclesiastical classes
though orthodox and puritanical movements raised their heads in the
second halfl of the cighteenth cenury. The Mughal emperors and the
independent rulers, far from acting as allies of religious revivalism lent
ur\cinragmm: and support to the eclecuc and Iiberal religious outlook
o age,

The collapse of the Mughal authonity and the ruin of Delhi in the years
1739 10 1760, did not imply a total destruction of the old society and
m"."m' Mir and Savda, who lament the fate of Delhi also culogize and
praise l.hc peace, secunty and prosperity as well as patronage of men of
l_.aJcnt. in the new states that rose on the ruins of the empire. Their poetry
in fact reflect both continuity and change in the political, socio-economic
and c:ull_ural life of the age. The poets” grief at the decline of the nobles
of [}l‘zlhl by no means implied a towal cessation of social and economic
u:li!.'ll}'.in thc cap_il.a]. With the decline of old patrons, many wealthy men
?;?ﬂ; ;:igj.* ]I'?mﬂi;]sdmg the Maratha Ica{icm emerged as new patrons in the

‘ : . Among the new social groups which rose lo prominence
during lhls p;nhzd were a large number of Jain and Khatri trading
communities who took keen interest i ildi ivi i
temples, houses and Katras in Shahia;znbaiiguftﬁ“;gﬁ::ﬁ:ﬁugi
o jahar ;

. i;s:;:c l:;‘c I::g?i;i?:'! ﬂ culwre still held sway not only over the
lhi but also enam il
ol 125 oured the British, who replaced

Econonii i ]
shw[ymnvﬂyﬁnﬂ?ugh Dclh! suffered extreme hardships, the capital
e 0sses. Taking advantage of the plight of the majority

nobles, cerain powerful economic

¢ groups such as bankers,
money-lenders and petty traders rose to rapid i i
ST b B v i . rapid prominence to make quick

In the given siation. The rise of the j
P : E s& groups forms the subject

saurization by Haum who notes their r 3
Comseonpt and dismay. Even Navs + Ir rise 1o power with extreme
o y- iNazir "the poet of the people” expresses

regret at the rise of these ‘low born®
AN Ry O Agss m’ at the cost of ‘great and the

A sublle change is also di il ;

!“sttifenyhicmn niﬂblfi»sscermhlc in the values and social attitudes
I A Ao o s B - omomtic hasdshipe suflcred
Awadh where * = L find the approval of Sauda and Mir. In

conditions of peace and plenty prevailed, a new set of
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cultural norms and lile style emerged which claimed superiority over
Delhi's language and cultural norms, even in matlers of dress and food.”
This ‘new sociely’ earned the dislike of the poets of Delhi particularly
Mir whe found himsell in a different world altogether and which in tum
did not seem 1o care for Mir's approval,

You Easterners, why do you make fun of me,
And ask about my homeland,

There was a city, famous and renowned
where the select few of the age lived,

Delhi is the name, fairest among fair,

Fate looted and destroyed it

And to that desolate city T belong.'®
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